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WHERE DOES GOD FIT IN?

wo weeks ago on a
visit to New York City we
stopped to see the huge Christmas
tree and Neapolitan figures at the
Metropolitan Museum. Perhaps this
year or in other years you have seen
this annual display. The tree and its
ornamentation are lovely, but your
eye is attracted quickly to all the
lively and busy scenes portrayed all
around the Bethlehem crèche. Very
few of the figures seem to be paying
any attention to what is going on in
that manger scene.
There is laid out everything
connected with daily life and people
going about their business. There
were boys fishing, old men playing
checkers, a butcher shop with
prosciutto and chickens hanging
from the beams, women drying
laundry, all sorts of people talking,
laughing, and arguing. It is easy to
spot the crèche scene because of its
prominent place front and center
of the tree, but also because the
impressive camels and wise men
are heading in that direction. The
total scene is a reminder that it is
into this life, all there is to life, that
Our Lord Jesus came.

her set had cows and donkeys and
sheep and shepherds and wise men.
She opened the box containing the
crèche and unwrapped each piece
and set it in place. The children grew
in excitement with the unwrapping
of each piece. But all of a sudden
one little boy shook his head in
disapproval and said, “Where
does God fit in?” Somehow the
assembling of the crèche did not
remind him of God. Even the little
figure in the manger didn’t look like
God to the boy. I wonder how this
little boy would have reacted to the
far more extravagant display at the
Met!
Where does God fit in? Well, He
fits in to the most difficult places:
difficult not to Him, of course, but
because the places God goes are
where we don’t think He belongs.

Perhaps you saw in the National
Geographic Magazine this month,
or in one of the daily papers this
week, remarkable infrared photos
from those new space telescopes.
In one photo there was a huge
hydrogen nebula astronomers are
already calling the “flaming ghost
A kindergarten teacher once told nebula.” These discoveries force
of having brought a far simpler us to revise our conceptions of the
crèche to her classroom. But even hugeness of space. And whenever

we have to do that, we have to
revise also our conception of the
glory of God. Yet Christmas is the
reminder that this magnificent God
wills to be sovereign in our ordinary
lives. Or, He will have no part in our
lives at all. The glory of God, the
praises of Whom were and are sung
in the heavens by the angelic choir,
appears, and takes His place as a
baby that looks so ordinary. And the
bustle of life goes on around Him,
just as portrayed in the museum
display.
Where does God fit in? He crafts the
huge flaring nebula of outer space.
After men and women began to know
Him, His presence was noticed in a
clap of thunder, a mighty wind, and
a still small voice. But one day He
came as a little baby thing, Who was
a real boy, Who grew to become a
real man, Who died a real death, and
Who was raised from the dead and
declared by the glory of God to be
Son of God with power.
Here is the greatness of God. Here
is the Almighty. We call Him that
because He holds all the powers of
Heaven and earth in His hand just as
you held the steering wheel in your
hand driving to Church! And yet in
a rough cattle shed in the darkness
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of the night, on a particular day,
was contained a joy deeper and
tenser than human hearts had ever
known. For the first time since the
catastrophe in the Garden of Eden
the eyes of man looked upon God,
for Jesus, our God, was here.
He has fit in where we don’t think
He belongs. We can never fathom
His glory and His greatness. All
we can do is what in fact we do:
we come, kneel down, and adore
our Savor and our God.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on
Christmas Eve, December 24,2003.

THE
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

M

y father was a very
keen gardener. From him I
inherited a love of trees and plants,
but not, alas, of gardening. I
thoroughly enjoy visiting gardens
and admiring the hard work of
others, but such activities as
weeding, digging over and edging,
do not draw me to them. But one
thing I do remember very dearly

Contra Mundum
is the importance of preparation. Be
it preparing a seed-bed or laying a
bon-fire—the success of the work
lies in the careful preparation. I read
in the gardening section of a Sunday
newspaper of the achievement of
a Mr. Kenneth Ashburner who,
more than forty years ago, began
collecting seeds, growing them on
and planting them out in carefully
prepared land, somewhere in
Devon, and he now has a wonderful
collection of 171 different varieties
of Betula—the birch tree—gathered
from all over the world. Time and
patience, and hard work, were the
preparations that have brought this
life-long passion to fulfilment.
And it is Preparation that lies at
the heart of this great Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception. When
the time was fulfilled, God, who so
loved the world, resolved to send His
Son into the world to bring about its
Redemption. He resolved that this
should be achieved through the Son
taking human flesh, being born of a
woman, born under the Law, so that
our salvation might be effected by
one who was like us in all things,
except sin. To prepare a body for the
Son, he needed the free cooperation
of a creature, and so, for this, from
all peoples and times, he chose a
daughter of Israel, a young Jewish
woman of Nazareth in Galilee—as
St. Luke tells us “ a virgin betrothed
to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David; and the virgin’s
name was Mary.” In the Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, Lumen
Gentium, issued in 1964, is stated
the following: The Father of mercies
willed that the Incarnation should be
preceded by assent on the part of the
predestined mother, so that just as a
woman had a share in the coming

of death, so also should a woman
contribute to the coming of life.”
The choice of Mary, therefore,
was no chance thing—it was
planned and prepared for over
many centuries, and throughout
the Old Covenant, the mission of
many holy women prepared for
that of Mary. We can think of Eve
who, despite her disobedience,
was promised a posterity that
would be victorious over the
evil one and was named mother
of all the living. We can think of
Sarah, of Hannah, of Deborah,
of Ruth, of Judith and of Esther.
After much waiting, the years are
fulfilled in her and the new plan
of salvation established. Just as
the Second Adam “to the fight and
to the rescue came”, so the second
Eve answers her calling, freely
and gladly, “I am the handmaid of
the Lord.”
But for the Divine Word to take
root and grow, the Father required
a dwelling both pure and spotless
and so he enriched Mary with
gifts appropriate to such a role,
gifts which caused the Archangel
to salute her as “full of grace.”
“Mystery of sinless life in our
fallen race, Free from shadow
you reflect plenitude of grace.”
Over the centuries the Church has
pondered the fullness of that little
phrase “full of grace” and become
ever more aware that at the heart
of it lay the belief that, through
God, Mary was redeemed from
the moment of her conception.
This is the belief that we celebrate
so joyfully today, a belief fully and
finally expressed in the Dogma
proclaimed by Blessed Pope Pius
IX in 1854.
“The most Blessed Virgin Mary
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was, from the first moment of her
conception, by a singular grace
and privilege of almighty God and
by virtue of the merits of Jesus
Christ, Saviour of the human race,
preserved immune from all stain of
original sin.”
This unique holiness which is
bestowed upon Mary, raising her
above the state of fallen mankind
and giving her a blessing greater
than that given to any other creature,
making her “blessed among
women” comes from the merits of
her Son. She is not blessed in this
way because she was a good and
pious woman, nor for any attributes
of her own, but because she had
been chosen to be the Mother of
the Redeemer, the Mother of God,
and had responded positively to the
angelic invitation. She thus shares
in the wonderful graces won for us
through the Death and Resurrection
of her Son. “Chosen from eternal
ages, Thou alone of all our race,
By thy Son’s atoning merits wast
conceived in perfect grace.”
Advent is a time of expectant
waiting—a time of hope-filled
longing -in the northern hemisphere
a time of physical darkness—but
darkness which is illuminated by
the light of the Incarnation—by the
Birth of the long-awaited Messiah—
”Yet in the dark streets shineth the
everlasting light.” The days which
lead up to that great celebration are
lit by other lights, St. Francis Xavier,
St. Lucy, St. Ambrose, St. John
of the Cross, but most especially
by the light in which we rejoice
today -in the glorious light of the
Immaculate Conception, and where
better to ponder it than in this great
house of God dedicated in the name
of Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart.

Preparation lies at the heart of this
feast, just as it lies at the heart of
the Advent season—”Prepare ye
the way of the Lord.” As we think
of how God prepared Mary, let
us recall how he has prepared us
through the Sacrament of Baptism,
praying that with Mary’s help we
may keep our hearts pure and clean
too, and that as she was found fit to
conceive Him in her womb, He may
ever find us ready to welcome Him
and to enthrone Him, and that the
well-known words which we shall
be singing in a few days time may
really express our innermost desire.
“O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray; Cast out
our sin, and enter in, be born in us
today.”
Mary, conceived without stain of
sin, pray for us who have recourse
to thee.
Canon Christopher Tuckwell
¶ This sermon was preached in The London
Oratory at Solemn Mass on December 8,
2008. It was published in The Oratory
Magazine, January 2009. Father Tuckwell
is Administrator of Westminster Cathedral.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ During Advent, The Fourth
Communion Service is being used as
the Mass setting. We will return to
The Second Communion Service for
Christmas and into Epiphanytide.
Ñ Please note that feast of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Monday, December 8th
is a Holy Day of Obligation. There is
no Anglican Use Mass this day, but
there is an Ordinary Form Mass at St.
Lawrence at 7 p.m.
Ñ Copies of the Magnificat Advent
Companion and the book called Advent
Meditations by Father Stravinskas, are
available for purchase and found in the
tract case. Both contain meditations for
each day of the Advent season.
Ñ The seminary schola of St. John
Seminary, under the direction of Dr.
Janet Hunt, will present a festival of
Lessons and Carols on Dec. 6th at 7:30
p.m. and on Sunday, Dec. 7th at 3:00
p.m.
Ñ The Handel and Haydn Society
will present “A Bach Christmas” on
Thursday, Dec. 18th, 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, Dec. 21st, 3 p.m., at New
England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall.
Tickets begin at $22.
Ñ Our annual Every Member Canvass
should be concluded now. If you have
not yet made your pledge and sent in
the filled-in card, please do so now.
Your generosity is much appreciated.

¶ Sign up to read one of the
lessons at Christmas Lessons &
Carols, Sunday, December 28th at 5
p.m. The sign-up list and copies of
each lesson are available at coffee
hour after Mass beginning Sunday,
November 30th.

Ñ Traveling parishioners during recent
weeks have included Eva Murphy on
a trip to Montreal for a Jane Austen
conference, Wilfred Veldkamp to
Holland to visit family, and Jessica
Bradford from east Africa to visit her
family in Boston.
Ñ The Christmas collection at Masses
benefits the clergy retirement fund of
the Archdiocese of Boston. These funds
provide stipends, housing, and medical
insurance for our retired priests. Please
be generous.

Page 36					

Contra Mundum

RESPONSES TO SOME QUESTIONS REGARDING CERTAIN
ASPECTS OF THE DOCTRINE ON THE CHURCH

T

he Second Vatican
Council, with its Dogmatic
Constitution
Lumen
gentium,
and its Decrees on Ecumenism
(Unitatis redintegratio) and the
Oriental Churches (Orientalium
Ecclesiarum), has contributed in
a decisive way to the renewal of
Catholic ecclesiology. The Supreme
Pontiffs have also contributed to
this renewal by offering their own
insights and orientations for praxis:
Paul VI in his Encyclical Letter
Ecclesiam suam (1964) and John
Paul II in his Encyclical Letter Ut
unum sint (1995).

The consequent duty of theologians
to expound with greater clarity the
diverse aspects of ecclesiology has
resulted in a flowering of writing
in this field. In fact it has become
evident that this theme is a most
fruitful one which, however, has
also at times required clarification
by way of precise definition and
correction, for instance in the
declaration Mysterium Ecclesiae
(1973), the Letter addressed to the
Bishops of the Catholic Church
Communionis notio (1992), and the
declaration Dominus Iesus (2000),
all published by the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith.
The vastness of the subject matter
and the novelty of many of the
themes involved continue to provoke
theological reflection. Among the
many new contributions to the
field, some are not immune from
erroneous interpretation which in
turn give rise to confusion and doubt.
A number of these interpretations
have been referred to the attention of

the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith. Given the universality
of Catholic doctrine on the
Church, the Congregation wishes
to respond to these questions by
clarifying the authentic meaning of
some ecclesiological expressions
used by the magisterium which are
open to misunderstanding in the
theological debate.
RESPONSES TO THE
QUESTIONS
FIRST QUESTION
Did the Second Vatican Council
change the Catholic doctrine on
the Church?
RESPONSE
The Second Vatican Council
neither changed nor intended to
change this doctrine, rather it
developed, deepened and more
fully explained it.

This was exactly what John
XXIII said at the beginning of
the Council. Paul VI affirmed
it and commented in the act of
promulgating the Constitution
Lumen gentium: “There is no
better comment to make than to
say that this promulgation really
changes nothing of the traditional
doctrine. What Christ willed,
we also will. What was, still is.
What the Church has taught down
through the centuries, we also
teach. In simple terms that which
was assumed, is now explicit;
that which was uncertain, is now
clarified; that which was meditated
upon, discussed and sometimes
argued over, is now put together
in one clear formulation”. The

Bishops repeatedly expressed and
fulfilled this intention.
SECOND QUESTION
What is the meaning of the
affirmation that the Church of Christ
subsists in the Catholic Church?
RESPONSE
Christ “established here on earth”
only one Church and instituted it as
a “visible and spiritual community”,
that from its beginning and
throughout the centuries has always
existed and will always exist, and in
which alone are found all the elements
that Christ himself instituted. “This
one Church of Christ, which we
confess in the Creed as one, holy,
catholic and apostolic...This Church,
constituted and organised in this
world as a society, subsists in the
Catholic Church, governed by the
successor of Peter and the Bishops
in communion with him”.
In number 8 of the Dogmatic
Constitution
Lumen
gentium
‘subsistence’ means this perduring,
historical continuity and the
permanence of all the elements
instituted by Christ in the Catholic
Church, in which the Church of
Christ is concretely found on this
earth.
It is possible, according to Catholic
doctrine, to affirm correctly that
the Church of Christ is present
and operative in the churches and
ecclesial Communities not yet fully
in communion with the Catholic
Church, on account of the elements
of sanctification and truth that are
present in them. Nevertheless,
the word “subsists” can only be
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attributed to the Catholic Church
alone precisely because it refers to
the mark of unity that we profess in
the symbols of the faith (I believe...
in the “one” Church); and this “one”
Church subsists in the Catholic
Church.
THIRD QUESTION
Why was the expression “subsists
in” adopted instead of the simple
word “is”?
RESPONSE
The use of this expression, which
indicates the full identity of the
Church of Christ with the Catholic
Church, does not change the doctrine
on the Church. Rather, it comes from
and brings out more clearly the fact
that there are “numerous elements
of sanctification and of truth” which
are found outside her structure, but
which “as gifts properly belonging
to the Church of Christ, impel
towards Catholic Unity”.
“It follows that these separated
churches and Communities, though
we believe they suffer from defects,
are deprived neither of significance
nor importance in the mystery of
salvation. In fact the Spirit of Christ
has not refrained from using them
as instruments of salvation, whose
value derives from that fullness of
grace and of truth which has been
entrusted to the Catholic Church”.
FOURTH QUESTION
Why does the Second Vatican
Council use the term “Church” in
reference to the oriental Churches
separated from full communion
with the Catholic Church?
RESPONSE
The Council wanted to adopt the
traditional use of the term. “Because

these Churches, although separated,
have true sacraments and above all –
because of the apostolic succession
– the priesthood and the Eucharist,
by means of which they remain
linked to us by very close bonds”,
they merit the title of “particular
or local Churches”, and are called
sister Churches of the particular
Catholic Churches.
“It is through the celebration of
the Eucharist of the Lord in each of
these Churches that the Church of
God is built up and grows in stature”.
However, since communion with the
Catholic Church, the visible head of
which is the Bishop of Rome and
the Successor of Peter, is not some
external complement to a particular
Church but rather one of its internal
constitutive
principles,
these
venerable Christian communities
lack something in their condition as
particular churches.
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of the Church. These ecclesial
Communities which, specifically
because of the absence of the
sacramental priesthood, have not
preserved the genuine and integral
substance of the Eucharistic Mystery
cannot, according to Catholic
doctrine, be called “Churches” in
the proper sense.
The Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI, at
the Audience granted to the undersigned
Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith, ratified and
confirmed these Responses, adopted in the
Plenary Session of the Congregation, and
ordered their publication.
Rome, from the Offices of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith, June 29,
2007, the Solemnity of the Holy Apostles
Peter and Paul.

William Cardinal Levada,
Prefect
Angelo Amato, S.D.B.,
Titular Archbishop of
Secretary

Sila,

On the other hand, because of
the division between Christians,
the fullness of universality, which
is proper to the Church governed
by the Successor of Peter and the
Bishops in communion with him, is
not fully realised in history.
FIFTH QUESTION
Why do the texts of the Council
and those of the Magisterium
since the Council not use the title
of “Church” with regard to those
Christian Communities born out of
the Reformation of the sixteenth
century?

¶
CHRISTMAS
FLOWER
ENVELOPES
are
available
for
RESPONSE
your memorial donations to help
According to Catholic doctrine, with the decoration of the church
these Communities do not enjoy for Christmas. These envelopes
apostolic succession in the sacrament are available in the tract case on
of Orders, and are, therefore, November 30th.
deprived of a constitutive element
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ: CHRISTMAS EVE
Wednesday, December 24, 2014 at 8:00 p.m.
Procession and Blessing of the Crèche
Solemn Mass & Sermon
CHRISTMAS DAY
Thursday, December 25, 2014
Sung Mass & Sermon at 10:30 a.m.
Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation
THE HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH
Sunday, December 28, 2014
Sung Mass & Sermon at 11:30 a.m.
A FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS & CAROLS
5:00 p.m.
A reception follows this service
The Octave of the Nativity: Solemnity of MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Thursday, January 1, 2015
Sung Mass & Sermon at 9:00 a.m.
Holy Day of Obligation
The Second Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, January 4, 2015
Solemn Mass & Sermon at 11:30 a.m.
The Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles: The Epiphany of Our Lord
Jesus Christ
Tuesday, January 6, 2015
Procession, Station at the Crèche, Solemn Mass & Sermon at 7:30 p.m.

THE HOLY FAMILY

I

n a world that is becoming
ever more secularized, the
great task of the believing family
is to become conscious of its own
vocation and mission. In every
circumstance, the starting point
for this work is to safeguard and
intensify prayer, an unceasing
prayer to the Lord to increase one’s
faith and make it more vigorous.
It is true that, when one goes
through difficult times, the support
of science could be of great help,
but nothing can replace an ardent,
personal, and confident faith that is
open to the Lord, who said, “Come
to me, all you who labor and are
heavy burdened and I will give you
rest”(Mt 11:28) ‘The indispensable
source of energy and renewal, when
frailty and weakness increase, is the
encounter with the living Christ,
Lord of the Covenant. This is why
you must develop an intense spiritual
life and open your soul to the Word
of life. In the depths of the heart the
voice of God must be heard; even
if at times it seems to be silent, in
reality it resounds continually in
the heart and accompanies us along
the path that can have its burden
of sorrow. Special care must be
shown to young spouses so that
they do not surrender in the face
of problems and conflicts. Prayer,
frequent recourse to the sacrament
of reconciliation, spiritual direction,
must never be abandoned with
the idea that one can replace them
with other techniques of human
and psychological support. We
must never forget what is essential,
namely, to live in the family under
the tender and merciful gaze of God.
The richness of the sacramental
life, in the life of the family,

Contra Mundum
that participates in the Eucharist
every Sunday undoubtedly is the
best antidote for confronting and
overcoming obstacles and tensions.
This is even more necessary when
there abound lifestyles, fashion, and
cultures that bring into doubt the
value of marriage, even reaching the
point of holding that it is impossible
to realize the mutual gift of self
in marriage until death in joyful
fidelity. Human frailty grows if the
divorce mentality dominates. There
is no difficult situation that cannot
be adequately confronted when one
cultivates a genuine atmosphere of
Christian life. Love itself, wounded
by sin, is still a redeemed love. It
is clear that, if sacramental life is
weak, the family yields more easily
to snares because it is deprived
of any defenses. How important
it is to foster family support for
couples, especially young couples,
by families who are spiritually and
morally solid. It is a fruitful and
necessary apostolate at this time in
history.
Saint John Paul II
¶ The Holy Father reigned from 1978-2005.
This excerpt is taken from an address given
to the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical
Council for the Family on October 18,
2002.

I

WE MUST OBEY
GOD RATHER
THAN MEN

am not unmindful of
the favors which not you alone
but God who dispenseth all things
deigned to confer on me through
you; wherefore far be it from me to
be ingrate enough to resist your will
in anything, so long as it accords
with the will of God. Your Grace

knows how faithful I have been
to you, to whom I look but for a
worldly reward. How much more
then must I do faithful and true
service to Almighty God from
whom I have received temporal
and look for spiritual benefits.
You indeed are my lord, but he is
both your Lord and mine, to forgo
whose will that I might obey
yours would be expedient neither
for you nor me. For at his awful
judgement we shall both be judged
as servants of one Lord, where
neither of us can answer for the
other, and each one, all disguise
failing, will receive according
to his deeds. We must obey our
temporal lords, but not against
God, as saith St. Peter, “We must
obey God rather than men:’ In
truth, I am not sprung from royal
race. Neither was St. Peter, the
chief of the apostles, on whom the
Lord deigned to confer the keys
of heaven and the headship of the
whole Church. And I will die for
my Lord when the time is come. I
trust and lean upon God, for cursed
is the man that putteth his hope in
man. Nevertheless whatever you
may say and may answer, as of
old so now, I am ready for your
honor and good pleasure, saving
my order. But on these things
which concern your honor and the
salvation of your soul you should
rather have consulted one whom
you have ever found faithful and
useful in your counsel rather than
those who, under pretense of your
honor, have kindled this flame of
envy, and strive to take vengeance
on me, who never hurt them; you
will not deny that I was ever your
faithful servant though below the
sacred order; how much more then
ought you to believe me faithful in
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

all things when raised to the office
of the priesthood?
Saint Thomas Becket
¶ The commemoration of Saint Thomas
Becket is Monday, December 29th.

¶ The Pilgrim Steps lead up to the place
of martyrdom of St. Thomas Becket in
Canterbury Cathedral.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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