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THE CRIB and THE ROSARY

n the Feast of the Epiphany
the scene at the Crib is
completed. The shepherds have
already been there since Christmas
Eve. The fact that they were
privileged to be the first to worship
the Christ Child is surely a sign
of God’s special love for the poor
and weather-beaten. Now they are
joined at the manger by the kings
of the Orient who kneel down to
present their precious gifts to the
King of Kings.
Epiphany means manifestation
or showing forth. This Epiphany
marks the manifestation of the Word
Made Flesh to the gentiles. The
unique role of the Chosen People in
salvation history has now reached
its fulfilment. No longer will Divine
Revelation be the preserve of a
particular race. The Christ Child is
the Universal Saviour for the whole
of mankind. From now on we are all
called to belong to God’s “elect”.
In the treasury of Catholic
devotions, the Crib is surely one
of the most loved. It was created
by one of the Church’s best-loved
saints, St Francis of Assisi. It was
he who set up the first Crib in the
hill town of Greccio in 1223. This
original Praesepio was a living
crib, with a real ox and an ass lent

also a period when the poison of
heresy threatened to pollute the
pure milk of Catholic doctrine.

by a farmer.
The first Crib provided
an alternative to the popular
pilgrimage
to
Bethlehem.
Travelling in the Holy Land during
this period had become perilous
for Christians, who were likely to
be enslaved or murdered.
St Francis gained papal
approval for his Crib and the
devotion quickly spread across
Italy and beyond. It also served an
invaluable theological function.
We think of the age of St Francis
as the “Age of Faith”; but it was

In the modern age there has been
a tendency to play down Christ’s
divinity. Some Christians who were
youthful in the 1960s still seem
to think of Our Lord in terms of
a super-human social activist—
a happy-clappy Che Guevara,
brandishing a tambourine rather
than a semiautomatic rifle. During
the Middle Ages the Church had to
fight against the opposite heresy.
In their emphasis on Our Lord’s
godly nature, there were those who
went so far as to deny the reality of
His humanity. These dualists were
reluctant to accept that God could
allow Himself to be “contaminated”
by union with human flesh.
This was a serious error. We are
able to be saved because Christ
unites our human nature with the
Divine Nature within His own
person. In the words of St Gregory
Nazianzus: “What has not been
assumed has not been healed; it is
what is united to his divinity that is
saved.” Unless Our Lord’s human
nature is real, then we are still in
our sins.
It was to counter the dualist heresy
of the Cathars that St Dominic
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promoted the Rosary in France.
St Francis’s Crib had a similar
value in Italy. These two great
devotions are complimentary.
Both are designed to draw us into
a more profound meditation on
the reality of the Incarnation.
In the Crib, we see how
our Lord’s flesh is tender and
vulnerable. The rough sides of
the manger look as if they might
graze those soft little hands—the
same hands that will one day be
nailed to the rough wooden arms
of the Cross. Reflecting on the
Resurrection and the Ascension
in the Glorious Mysteries of the
Rosary, we remind ourselves how
that flesh was raised and taken
up into Heaven to be glorified
forever.
Once we do begin to appreciate
the implications of the Incarnation,
then our relationship with the
world around us must be deeply
affected. The Christ Child comes
not only to redeem our souls but
also our bodies. His Incarnation,
moreover, makes possible the
sanctification of the material
universe. Oil, water, bread and
wine are all able to become
instruments of sacramental grace.
Dates, places and objects become
sacred through contact with the
Word Made Flesh. The Holy Land
is truly holy because it contains
the stones that were trodden on
by His feet.
We also need to sanctify our
imaginations. We live in a world
that bombards us with images.
Many of these images are
degrading and destructive. Engage
with them and they will drag us
into an abyss of selfishness and
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sin. The devil knows that once he
has control of our imaginations then
it is easy for him to reach down and
take possession of our hearts. So
we should make every effort to fill
our imagination with pure and holy
images that elevate our minds by
meditating on that wondrous scene
of love and worship at the Crib so
that It fills our hearts.
Christmas begins on the eve of 24th
December, and it continues all the
way to the Epiphany. It is a season in
which the eyes of all children should
sparkle with wonder. Whatever age
we are, we should all come to the
Crib like little children, with open
hearts.
Bethlehem means House of
Bread. The manger is a feeding
trough. The Holy Child came in His
Flesh so that He could feed us with
His Flesh. An ideal time to visit
the Crib is at the end of Mass, after
receiving Holy Communion. Kneel
down with Our Lady and St Joseph,
the shepherds and the Magi, the ox
and the ass. Give thanks, and pray
that God will make [next year] a
year of blessings for us all.
The Provost

¶ Detail of the reredos in
the Chapel of St Mary in
Washington Cathedral.
Octave of Christmas

MARY, MOTHER
OF GOD
Thursday, January 1, 2015
Solemn Mass
9:00 a.m.
holy day of obligation

¶ This article is taken from the January
2013 (Volume 90, No. 1100) issue of THE
ORATORY PARISH MAGAZINE, a
publication of The Brompton (London)
Oratory.

IN CASE OF SNOW on Sundays,
please be careful. The church parking
lot will be scraped and treated prior
to the 9:00 a.m. Mass. If there is
any problem, the property manager
will call Fr. Bradford at home. You
should make your own assessment of
driving conditions before driving to
Mass.
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THE THREE
MANIFESTATIONS
OF CHRIST

I

n the mystery of our Lord’s
incarnation there were clear
indications of his eternal Godhead.
Yet the great events we celebrate
today disclose and reveal in different
ways the fact that God himself
took a human body. Mortal man,
enshrouded always in darkness must
not be left in ignorance, and so be
deprived of what he can understand
and retain only by grace.
In choosing to be born for us,
God chose to be known by us. He
therefore reveals himself in this way,
in order that this great sacrament of
his love may not be an occasion for
us of great misunderstanding.
Today the Magi find, crying in a
manger, the one they have followed
as he shone in the sky. Today the
Magi see clearly, in swaddling
clothes, the one they have long
awaited as he lay hidden among the
stars.
Today the Magi gaze in deep
wonder at what they see: heaven
on earth, earth in heaven, man in
God, God in man, one whom the
whole universe cannot contain now
enclosed in a tiny body. As they look,
they believe and do not question, as
their symbolic gifts bear witness:
incense for God, gold for a king,
myrrh for one who is to die.
So the Gentiles, who were the last,
become the first! The faith of the
Magi is the first fruits of the belief
of the Gentiles.
Today Christ enters the Jordan to
wash away the sin of the world. John
himself testifies that this is why he

has come: Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins
of the world. Today a servant lays
his hand on the Lord, a man lays his
hand on God, John lays his hand on
Christ, not to forgive but to receive
forgiveness.

the Spirit pours out on Christ’s head
the full richness of a new anointing
by the Father, to fulfill what the
psalmist had prophesied: Therefore
God, Your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness above your
fellows.

Today, as the psalmist prophesied:
The voice of the Lord is heard
above the waters. What does the
voice say? This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased.

Today Christ works the first of his
signs from heaven by turning water
into wine. But water [mixed with
wine] has still to be changed into
the sacrament of his blood, so that
Christ may offer spiritual drink from
the chalice of his body, to fulfill the
psalmist’s prophecy: How excellent
is my chalice, warming my spirit.

Today the Holy Spirit hovers over
the waters in the likeness of a dove.
A dove announced to Noah that
the flood had disappeared from the
earth; so now a dove is to reveal that
the world’s shipwreck is at an end
for ever. The sign is no longer an
olive-shoot of the old stock: instead,

Saint Peter Chrysologus
¶ Saint Peter Chrysologus (d. c.450) was
archbishop of Ravenna. His reputation as a
preacher was very high. He was declared a
Doctor of the Church in 1729.
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support, of the congregation’s
program in this new year. Your
response and generosity are
greatly appreciated.
Ñ Father Bradford thanks those
who remembered his family with
cards, gifts, and best wishes during
the holy season of Christmas. Your
kindness is much appreciated.
Ñ Ash Wednesday, the First Day
of Lent, is February 18th.

THE EPIPHANY
OR

THE MANlFESTATION
OF CHRIST TO THE
GENTILES
Tuesday, January 6, 2015
Procession, Noveritis 2015
Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 p.m.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to those who
volunteered to read lessons at the
special Christmas carol service on
December 28th and to those who
provided for the reception after the
service.
Ñ Anglican Use Mass is offered
every Saturday at 8:00 a.m. at the
Marian altar in St. Theresa of Avila
church, West Roxbury. Enter the
main church via the pavilion or St.
Theresa Avenue side doors. The
parish chapel is in use on Saturdays
for adoration.
Ñ If you have not already done so,
please return your filled-in pledge
card indicating your financial

TO PRAISE GOD

C

oncerning
praise.
The soul involuntarily longs
to praise when we gaze upon the
starry sky; but still more when,
in looking upon the sky and the
stars, we represent to ourselves
God’s providence towards men,
how infinitely he loves men,
cares for their eternal beatitude,
not having even spared his onlybegotten Son for our salvation
and our repose in the heavenly
Kingdom. It is impossible not to
praise God when you remember
that you were predestined from
the foundation of the world for
eternal blessedness, quite without
cause, not in accordance with your
merits—when you remember what
grace God has bestowed upon you
for your salvation during all your
lifetime, what an innumerable
multitude of sins are forgiven
you, and this not once or twice but
an incalculable number of times,
what a multitude of natural gifts
are bestowed upon you, beginning
with health down to the current of
air, down to the drop of water. We
are involuntarily incited to praise
when we see with wonder the
infinite variety of things created

on the earth, in the animal kingdom,
in the vegetable kingdom, and the
mineral kingdom. What wise order
in all, both in great and small! We
involuntarily praise and exclaim:
“O Lord, how manifold are your
works! in wisdom have you made
them all”: Glory to you, Lord, who
has created everything!
JOHN OF CRONSTADT
¶ Fr John of Cronstadt was a Russian
Orthodox priest renowned for spiritual
direction. He died in 1909. This excerpt
is taken from The Way of the Pilgrim and
Other Classics of Russian Spirituality,
published in 2003.

BAPTIZED INTO
HIS BAPTISM

G

od loves infinitely
an infinite goodness; the Son
loves it in the Father whence it
comes, the Father loves it in the
Son in whom he places it, and upon
whom he pours it out: ‘This is my
Son, my only beloved, in whom I
am well-pleased.’
The Father’s unqualified delight,
his outpouring of his Holy Spirit,
comes down with Christ from
heaven to earth.
When St John came to write
the story of Christ’s baptism, he
connected it with Jacob’s dream of
the ladder from heaven to earth, on
which the angels of God ascended
and descended (John 1:32, 51; Gen.
28:12). And certainly the baptism
has so many levels of meaning in
it, that without ever going outside it
we can run up as though by steps
from earth to heaven and down
again.At the height of it is the bliss
of the Trinity above all worlds, in
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RIGHT BELIEF IS THE TEST
FOR ONENESS

the midst is the sonship of Jesus
to his heavenly Father; at the foot
of it (and here it touches us) is the
baptism of any Christian.
We cannot be baptized without
being baptized into his baptism: and
the unity we have with him both in
receiving baptism and afterwards
in standing by it, brings down on
us the very blessing and the very
Spirit he received. In so far as we
are in Christ, we are filled with the
Holy Ghost, and the Father’s good
pleasure rests upon us; infinite Love
delights in us.
AUSTIN FARRER
¶ Austin Farrer (1904-1968) was an
outstanding English theologian and
philosopher, perhaps the greatest Anglican
of the 20th Century. This excerpt is taken
from The Triple Victory (Faith Press, 1965)
an Archbishop of Canterbury Lent Book.

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER
THE EPIPHANY

THE BAPTISM OF
OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST
Sunday, January 11, 2015
Asperges, me
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 A.M.

I

(John 17:11b–19)

n our gospel are famous
words of Jesus which announce
the oneness those who believe
in Him will have. There are
several important elements in this
description of future Christians.
The first is that they are one in their
belief in Jesus.
This is not a simple adherence to
Jesus but involves an appreciation
of Who He is. In Chapter 20, it is
only the man who confesses that
Jesus is the Son of God who fulfills
the requirement of believing in
Jesus. Many so-called Christians,
even within the Catholic church,
fail this test. The clear witness of St
John’s Gospel is that Christians must
adhere to at least one Christological
dogma: that of the relationship of
the Son to the Father.
The second great point in this
passage is that Christians are those
who have come to faith by way of the
words of Jesus’ disciples. St Luke’s

gospel is preeminent in insisting
upon this. When we say “the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us”
in St John’s prologue, we affirm that
it still happens this way. You and I
can point to men and women who
told us about Jesus, and brought us
to the Lord. Indeed in a special way
we can identify people we know
who by the conduct of their lives
show that they have been with the
Lord. St Luke’s gospel emphasizes
such a chain of tradition, but in
St John we see it too. If the Holy’
Spirit bears witness to Jesus, He has
done this principally through the
disciples.
Finally, Christ says, “that they
all may be one.” That has been the
ecumenical slogan of our time. But
it is important to remember that St
John had no such considerations.
Right belief is the test for oneness.
Indeed in the Second Epistle of John
the Christian is forbidden to say
welcome to anyone whose doctrine
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is not orthodox. For St John, then,
(and the other New Testament
writers and early church fathers
line up in support) divine revelation
determines communion, rather than
the modern tendency we see outside
the Catholic Church (and even
among dissenting Catholics) that
community comes first and defines
doctrine.
Oneness in Christ then is oneness
in right belief that Jesus is the Son
of God and is the only name under
Heaven by which man shall be
saved. St John’s gospel insists that
any unity will have its origins in
divine action, and that we work for
unity principally by being faithful.
Then the Divine Son, by the power
of His Holy Spirit, will bring others
to faith through the community of
believers, which is His mystical
body the Church on earth.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in Saint Theresa of
Avila Church on May 8. 2008.
¶ The Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity
is January 18-25.

ROE V. WADE
January 22nd is the anniversary
of the Supreme Court Decision,
Roe v. Wade (1973). On this
day the Catholic Church in the
United States observes a Day of
Prayer for the Legal Protection
of Unborn Children.
“Any country that accepts
abortion, is not teaching its
people to love, but to use any
violence to get what it wants.”
Blessed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta

I

MIXED SIGNALS

am likewise proud to
inform you that Father Nicholas
Gregoris, our managing editor, is in
Rome for the Extraordinary Synod
on the Family, assisting Catholic
News Service and other groups with
his theological acumen. For the rest
of this piece, I wish to offer some
reflections on the Synod, given
as “bullet points” in no particular
priority order. I would also encourage
readers to refer to my May/June
editorial, in which I anticipated some
of the problems that I thought might
emerge and which, unfortunately,
have emerged.

The shroud of secrecy surrounding
the presentations by the bishops and
various lay presenters was most
regrettable and most unnecessary.
Never before in the modern history
of synods have the media and the
Catholic faithful been shut off from
the conversations occurring in the
Synod Hall. It is passing strange
that this should happen during the
pontificate of Pope Francis who has
consistently talked about the need for
transparency and openness, causing
none other than the prefect for the

Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, Cardinal Gerhard Muller, to
raise this very objection, noting that
the Christian people have a right to
know what their bishops think and
say. If a bishop (or any other speaker)
is afraid to attach his name to his
intervention, then, that may be a
sign that he shouldn’t be saying it, to
begin with. Furthermore, the Church
has consistently—and rightly—
complained that the secular media
hardly ever get Catholic stories
right. This time around, the media
had an honest reason for any failures
in that regard. It would be less than
forthright of me not to mention that
media confusion has also been fed
by inexact papal utterances and by
not a few Vatican spin-doctors.
Back in May, I warned our
readers that this Synod had the real
possibility to be high-jacked by
special interest groups, rather than
being a presentation of the lifeand love-affirming teaching of the
Catholic Church on marriage and
the family. Particularly neuralgic
has been the push for admittance
of the divorced-remarried to Holy
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Communion. As I noted in my
earlier remarks, any sin can be
forgiven. However, there must be
repentance, which automatically
means a firm resolve not to commit
the sin again. Our Lord is eminently
clear that one who marries a
divorced person commits adultery.
Therefore, every act of sexual
intercourse in that relationship is
adulterous and thus mortally sinful.
How can such a person believe that
he does not come under Saint Paul’s
strong condemnation of those who
“eat and drink” the Lord’s Body and
Blood unworthily (1 Cor 11:27-29)?
Yet again, the Church’s wise refusal
of the sacraments to such people is
a preeminent exercise of pastoral
charity. As I shared with readers in
my May editorial, my parents were in
an invalid marriage; it was precisely
the Church’s seriousness about their
“living in sin” (yes, that’s what it is)
and their inability to receive Holy
Communion that moved them to
commit themselves to live as brother
and sister. And I have known many
other couples who have embraced
that noble mode of living -the very
form of Christian heroism which
Cardinal Kasper (who, incidentally,
has just made some shockingly racist
remarks about African bishops) has
condescendingly said that the laity
cannot embrace! It is also worth
recalling that the Eastern Orthodox
synod interventions indicated that
even their praxis does not regard
the second union as sacramental or
valid.
There is also an interfaith/
ecumenical dimension to this entire
concern. Many Orthodox Jews,
Muslims and Evangelicals look to
the Catholic Church for support
for traditional family values.

Not a few of my acquaintances
in those communities feel let
down by what looks like the
abandonment of the fight. Their
logic is simple: If the worldwide
Catholic Church of over a billion
members is acquiescing, is there
any hope at all for the struggle?
Ironically enough, while some of
“our own” are turned off by our
adherence to the natural law and
Divine Revelation, innumerable
Evangelicals have come into full
communion with the Catholic
Church, precisely because of our
proclamation of Gospel morality.
We have also heard a good amount
of talk about mercy. Mercy means
that something wrong has been
done, meriting a just punishment.
If a husband has hurt his wife, his
request for mercy rings hollow and
is impertinent if he shows no sign
of repentance and does not promise
never to offend in that way again.
God’s justice is offended by sin
and the clarion call of Jesus at the
outset of His public ministry was
very direct: “Repent, and believe
in the good news” (Mk 1:15).
There can be no legitimate claim
to the good news of the Gospel
without a prior commitment to
repentance—and it is a particular
duty of Christ’s ministers to call
all the faithful incessantly to such
repentance. Only then does mercy
mean anything.
Father Peter M.J. Stravinskas
¶This article is excerpted from the
leader in THE CATHOLIC RESPONSE
magazine (November/December 2014
issue, Volume XI, No.3). The whole article
is highly recommended. Reproduced
with permission. Father Stravinskas is
known to you from his many visits to us
over the years as preacher, speaker, and
retreat leader.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

THE PRESENTATION
OF CHRIST IN THE
TEMPLE
commonly called
THE PURIFICATION OF
SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN
Solemn Evensong
Blessing of Candles &
Procession
Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament
Sunday, February 1, 2015

The Blessing Throats will be given at
the conclusion of the service
A reception will follow this service.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
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West Roxbury, MA 02132

