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THE MAN OF SORROWS

hrist is “the Man of
Sorrows.” To say that seems
a colossal understatement. Blessed
Jesus is covered with His Own
Blood and the welts of scourging.
He is mocked in derision, crowned
with thoms, and a reed is in His
hand for a royal scepter. Then a
soldier’s cape is put on Him and He
is blindfolded and spit upon. Here is
the Man behind the type of conduct
that required creation of the word
“gentle.” Yet He is treated like a
dangerous criminal and has His
hands bound. The people chose
a murderer before Him. It is not
enough that His friends forsake
him; He is betrayed by a kiss.
We need help describing the Man
of Sorrows. In the Stations of the
Cross we resort to Old Testament
prophetic language. “He hath no
form nor comeliness that we should
desire Him.” “He is a worm and
no man, the very scorn of men
and the outcast of the people.” So
He is condemned to death. “Away
with Him, away with Him. Crucify
Him.”
In the annals of atrocity, cruelty,
and injustice, first-century Judea
does not have a corner on the
market. The faked evidence, the
mental torture, the long night

to die.

without sleep, the making of an
innocent man appear to be the
enemy of the people, all these
are ingredients of a 20th century
political show trial. Cynically we
shrug, “But that’s the world!” It’s
our fallen race. And those victims
were the unlucky ones. Too bad
about them, we reason, but sooner
or later they all had to die anyway.
We all have to die.
Yes. But what about this Man?
Alone of all men born He did not
need to die, either in this way or
in any way. And we never say
He was unlucky! In point of fact
we are glad He has suffered. And
that is because we know that in
suffering and dying, He has put
on you and me who indeed have

Jesus has covered Himself with
our shame. Because we are so
blind to God’s ways for us, He has
been blindfolded to join us. He
is bound with our slavery to selfcenteredness, and bruised by our
fall from grace. His tears are His
own, shed in sorrow for what Love
has called us to be and we are not.
But those tears are mingled with the
ones we shed, trapped as we are by
the consequences of our sins. And
He is going to die our death. It is
a death He never earned, except
that He came to join us in a life that
leads to death.
“The Man of Sorrows” is a strange
and holy wondrous exchange
between God and man. God chooses
our impotence in order to give us
His love. He joins our fear to give
us His courage. He accepts our
disgrace to bring us His majesty. He
is inflicted with our wounds to give
us the power to heal. By dying our
death He gives us another life that
is His Own Life in us. How strange
and full of wonder that is!
And how wonderful that this Man
of Sorrows has such universal
appeal. We cannot comprehend
even in our own land the variety of
people praying these same Stations
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of the Cross: people who live
on magnificent estates and inner
city housing projects, college
campuses and military barracks,
farm houses and rooming houses.
And then to think worldwide!
People pray these Stations in
more languages than are ever
heard in the United Nations.
Yes. It is a universal appeal.
Jesus came for us all, and died for
us all. The Man of Sorrows stands
in mock soldier attire, going out
to willing sacrifice, in solidarity
with our young men and women
defending our freedoms at the
risk of their lives in far away
places. Because He will be their
Lord. There is Jesus, bound and
shamed and condemned as a
criminal, joined to all convicts
who repent of their sins but still
must pay their due. Because He
will be their Lord. There is Christ
Jesus, silent when mocked, (and
silent before Herod too), and when
Peter denies Him, identifying
with all the innocent children
who are so commonly patient
and inarticulate and silent in
suffering, and the unborn whose
suffering and death at the hands
of a complacent society baffles
and scandalizes so very few. The
innocent and unborn? He will be
their Lord too.
The enormity of God’s Love
is too much to fathom. We need
help. So we resort to pictures and
gestures and prayer. And to the
old language. “He hath no form
nor comeliness; and when we see
Him, there is no beauty that we
should desire Him. His visage
was so marred more than any
man. He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised

SUNDAYS IN LENT
The Mass each week begins with either The Great Litany or the
sung Decalogue. Music is provided in the service leaflet or Hymnal. The Mass setting is The Fourth Communion Service, found in
The Hymnal 1940. Processions in and out of the church are made
in silence and there are no organ preludes or postludes. Only on
the Fourth Sunday of Lent are flowers placed upon the high altar.
for our iniquities; and with His
stripes we are healed.” He has done
it for us. And we are glad. It is why
we are here.
Father Bradford
¶ Originally preached at Stations &
Benediction in 2005. This sermon was
revised for use in Saint Theresa of Avila
Church during Lent, 2009.

Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday, March 8th at 2 a.m. Set
your clocks AHEAD Saturday
night.

Lenten self-denial coin folders
distributed at the beginning of
Lent should be returned soon
after Easter. All proceeds benefit
the work of Catholic Charities.

TO SEE AS GOD
SEES

T

he man born blind
can be said to see more than
the Pharisees do because he has
received from our Lord not only the
gift of physical sight—the vision
of the sense perception—but also
the gift of faith—the vision of true
understanding. Lacking this faith,
the Pharisees are blind in their
understanding. But, possessed of
this understanding, the man born
blind sees himself and the world
around him in a completely new
light because he knows that Jesus
is the Messiah who brings the
word and reality of the love, grace,
and communion of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit to the whole
human race.
What else can this mean for us
who, in the grace of Baptism,
have received the gift of faith but

Contra Mundum

child is but a shadow of the solemn
joy of a Carmelite, the irrepressible
gaiety of a Poor Clare—women,
that is, who have sacrificed every
single thing that the world thinks
worth having...

that we must now look at the human
reality with the eyes of faith in order
to understand it truly? The message
that Christ brings to us and to the
world involves not the suppression
of human nature and of the human
good but their total consummation.
Only with the faith that we and the
man born blind receive from Christ
can we see the full truth about the
human person and about human
society, for we learn to look upon
these realities in the way that God
looks upon them…
We see things now in the
perspective of the divine desire to
bring all human persons into the
communion of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit…What higher destiny
can there be than this one?… The
message which the Church receives
from Christ and which she is bound
to proclaim to the world does not
impose a set of constraints on the
human race but sets it free to pursue
a destiny which is unimaginably
greater than anything that we could
generate for ourselves or that our
culture could offer us... As Pope John
Paul II reminded us in his encyclical
Fides et Ratio, the faith we have in
God provides the broadest and most
comprehensive understanding of the
human reality and human destiny...
Like the man born blind, we must
be ready and wily witnesses to our
faith in whatever circumstances we
find ourselves.
Archbishop J. Augustine Di Noia, OP
¶ This is an excerpt of a sermon preached
March 14, 1999 when Father DiNoia
was Director of the Intercultural Forum
at the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center
in Washingtonl D.C. A Dominican priest,
he is now Assistant Secretary of the
Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith.
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Saint Patrick’s Day is March 17th.
It falls on a Tuesday this year.
Saint Patrick (390–461?) is Patron
of Ireland and patron saint of the
Archdiocese of Boston. There
is always a solemn Mass in the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross on
this day, and shamrock plants are
distributed.

THE THIRST OF
JESUS

W

hat is that strange
passion known only among
Catholics as a wholesome and
recognized instinct, by which
men and women, even boys and
girls—in the very height of vitality
and strength—think that the one
thing worth doing is to immure
themselves in a cell, in order to
suffer? What is the instinct that
makes the Carmelite hang an
empty cross in her cell, to remind
herself that she must take the place
of the absent figure upon it—and
yet keeps the Carmelite the most
radiantly happy of all women. The
joy of a woman—I might say the
gaiety of a woman—over her first

The thing is simply inexplicable
except on one hypothesis—that
that unique thirst of Jesus upon
the cross is communicated to his
members, that his ambition to suffer
is perpetuated continually in that
Mystical Body in which he reenacts
the history of his Passion that these
are the cells of that Body, which,
like his hands and feet, are more
especially pierced by nails, and
who rejoice to know that they are
called to this august vocation, by
which the redemption wrought on
Calvary is perpetually reenacted on
earth; who “fill up what is lacking
of the sufferings of Christ,” who
are lambs of God whose blood
mingles with the Blood on Calvary,
victims whose sacrifice is accepted
as united with his. This conception
of the Church as the Body of Christ
is surely the one hypothesis which
makes the sufferings of individuals
tolerable to contemplate.
Monsignor Robert Hugh Benson
¶ Monsignor Benson (1871–1914) was a
son of Anglican Archbishop Edward White
Benson. He converted to Catholicism and
became well known for his novels about the
Catholic faith. This excerpt is taken from
Christ in the Church, published in 1911 by
Longmans, Green & Co.

Some of the 17 Discalced Carmelites of the
monastery of Compiègne, martyred in the
Reign of Terror on July 17, 1794 in Paris.
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THE JOY OF HIS
HOUSE

N

ot only was the revelation
to Saint Joseph deeper than
that to the shepherds at Bethlehem;
it had a corresponding demand that
was deeper. The shepherds would
worship the Christ child and go back
to their usual work. We would like
to think they became Christians, but
there is no warrant for that in the
Christmas story.
Saint Joseph on the other hand,
had the vocation of a loyal spouse.
Faith arose in him in response to the
demands of the Word of God. His
marriage was the ultimate marriage
ordained by God. “Fear not to take
unto thee Mary thy wife.”
We sometimes think of Mary as
the first nun. She wasn’t. Joseph
was her husband, the man she loved.
To the extent Mary was able to love
perfectly, with that love she loved
Joseph. And as husband and fosterfather, Joseph was faithful in daily
life and duty.
First century Jews considered

Contra Mundum
fatherhood, the role of educating
and forming of a son, far more
seriously than we do in an age of
impoverished family values. And
yet the Holy Family was not an
idealized relationship guarded by
an aura of holiness. If Joseph’s
experience of marriage and
fatherhood was unique, it was
rooted in the very ordinary life of
a carpenter in Nazareth.
Joseph lived in simplicity of
soul, and died, probably with
Jesus and Our Lady at his bedside,
and before the glory of God was
fully manifested in the boy he
called his son. Mary witnessed the
crucifixion; she was in the upper
room at Pentecost; she was the
revered figure in the early Church
and saw it spreading throughout the
world. On earth, Joseph received
no reward beyond the joy of his
house. But in God’s eyes, and for
all time, he is the man closest to
Christ.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on The
Solemnity of Saint Joseph. n.d.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Confessions are heard in Saint
Lawrence church every Saturday
11 a.m.-Noon all year. Saint Mary’s
Brookline: every Saturday 2:453:30 p.m. all year and Wednesday in
Lent 6:30-8:30 p.m. Saint Theresa of
Avila West Roxbury: every Saturday
3-4 p.m. and Thursday (after 4 p.m.
Mass preceding First Fridays all
year) and Wednesdays in Lent 7-8
p.m.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass for
parishioner Marysia Swanberg will
be offered Saturday March 7th at
8:00 a.m. in St Theresa Church at
the Marian altar.
Ñ Easter Flower Envelopes were
mailed to parishioners at the start
of Lent. Extras may be found in the
tract case. Please return by March
29th.
Ñ Please keep Leslie and Jennifer
Hunt in your prayers. Due to
complications from Parkinson’s
Disease, Les is now resident in an
extended care facility near their
home.
Ñ At least one of our parishioners
managed to avoid this winter’s many
snow storms; David Burt spent much
of January and February touring
Spain and Portugal furthering his
musical education.
Ñ A pre-Holy Week Mission will be
held in St Theresa of Avila Parish
March 23–24–25. Father George P.
Evans will celebrate and preach on
Saint Theresa each evening. Mass is
at 7:30 p.m.

¶ Saint Joseph’s Day is Thursday, March 19th. He is Patron of the Universal
Church. Masses in St. Theresa of Avila Church are 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
During Lent all daily Masses are celebrated in the main church.

Ñ Holy Week is March 29th–April
4th. Major Anglican Use services are
Palm Sunday at 11:30 a.m., Good
Friday at 3:00 p.m., and Easter Vigil
at 8:30 p.m.
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ATTACHMENT TO
GOD ALONE

G

fully and wholeheartedly.
What a happy sight for the joy
and refreshment of our souls—a
sight consoling in its serenity and
splendor. This soul so sweet, filled
with the infinite goodness, awaiting
the greatest event that could happen
on the earth—the birth of its God.
And, thronged about with Seraphs
and Cherubs prostrate before
the treasure which she bears, yet
remaining the most tranquil of
all creatures, the calmest, and the
furthest from all anxiety; the readiest
to sympathize and to understand.

od sent one of his
messengers to one of his
creatures. The All-Powerful One
none has ever looked upon, to
whom it costs nothing to make
worlds without number, approached
a maiden poor and hidden, who at
the same time longed ardently for
the coming of the Messiah; who
summed up in her great heart—
great because sweet and humble,
a heart ready to believe, to accept,
to receive—all the expectation of
Mother Marie des Douleurs
Israel. It is even more wonderful
than the sun seeking out a single ¶ Mother Marie des Douleurs (1902–1983)
was foundress of the Congregation of
violet in all the earth to unfold it.
When the nuptial hour of the Word
and of mankind arrived, this Virgin
of virgins alone was found ready,
completely ready in her beauty.

Benedictines of Jesus Crucified. Organized
in 1930 and formally recognized in 1950,
this is a monastic community for women
refused religious life due to physical illness
or frailty. This excerpt is taken from Joy
Out of Sorrow (1965).

She was ready because she was
always free. She did not need to
prepare herself, for she lived in
perfect detachment. She lived only
for her God; she would not let a
single shadow cast by a creature fall
across her inner life. Her detachment
was absolute because it came from
love and the love of this Virgin
could bear no compromise.
Here, in the midst of our confusion,
we look upon this sweet light,
matchless in beauty and of such rare
brilliance, which is the chastity of
Mary. This chastity, this attachment
to God alone and this total absence
of any impressions coming from
creatures, is the distinctive mark of
the Blessed Virgin. God might come:
her heart was wholly his, always he
found her prepared, always ardently
longing for him, and always she
complied with his smallest wishes,
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Fix’d fate,
free will

his Lent draws well upon
us, and our world seems to
test us ever more. In moments
of confusion and distress we
Christians take our refuge
in Divine Word and in the
sacraments, rites and teachings
of our Holy Church. Then too,
though, folk wisdom steps in
with its saws of consolation, the
not least popular of which we can
find in the fatalistic resignation of
‘Ah well, it’s God’s will.’

We encounter the concept of the
divine will regularly in the Lord’s
Prayer (Matt. 6:10b), in the third
and ultimate of the set of petitions
that concern God’s Name, His
Kingdom and His Will:
		
Thy will be done
We most closely associate this
petition with the concluding
adverbial phrase for that section:
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Yet a closer examination would
show that this so-familiar
tag phrase suffers from two
misunderstandings:
First of all, since Old English
times our liturgical tradition has
suffered from a misrendering of
that phrase:
on eorðan swa swa on heofonum

THE ANNUNCIATION
OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Commonly Called

LADY DAY

and all of its variant offspring,
whereas only Wycliffe came closer
to its proper English rendering
from the Greek (and Latin):

Procession, Station, Solemn Mass &
Sermon

Wycl: as in heuen and in earthe
Gk: hōs en ouranōi kai epi gēs
Vulg: sicut in cælo, et in terra
‘as in heaven, so (also) on earth’

7:30 p.m.
A reception will follow in the
undercroft.

	The original language of the
phrase clearly sets heaven first
as the exemplar, and it lacks an

Wednesday, March 25, 2015
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explicit subject and verb for a
further reason.
Secondly, one can make a strong
structural argument that the
phrase modifies all three petitions,
being elliptical for the first two
petitions and present as a closure
after the third, similar to the way
we can and do say ‘My father and
my sister and my brother went to
the theatre last night.’ and do not
repeat the predicate after each
subject:
Hallowed be Thy name, (as in heaven so
on earth)
Thy kingdom come, (as in heaven, so on
earth),
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on
earth.

The Greek, the Latin, and a proper
English translation all lack an it is,
and indeed if one felt better with a
clarifying pronoun and verb to be,
then it should really read ‘on earth
as they are in heaven’, where they
refers to the Divine Name, to the
Kingdom, and to the Father’s will.
And even more correctly: ‘as they
are in heaven, so on earth’.
The concept of the Divine Will finds
itself here, of course, in a final and
climactic position, preparing for a
bridge to the remaining three (or
four in some readings) petitions
which concern our earthly
existence and behavior, where we
pray for God’s favorable will.
But, quite beyond merely accepting
it as a force from beyond, how can
we, in a positive frame, know or
fulfill God’s will and conform our
actions to it?
We
have
a
straightforward
admonition to do the will of God
in a passage such as Matt. 7:21:
Not everyone that saith to
Me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but
he that doeth the will of My

Contra Mundum
Father Who is in heaven, hé
shall enter the kingdom of
heaven.

And we have the echoing example
from our Blessed Lord in the Garden
of Gethsemane (Matt 26:42):
My Father, if this chalice
may not pass away, but I
must drink it, Thy will be
done.

A direct ‘quote’ from the Our
Father.
Neither of these quotes guides us
into ascertaining what the will of
the Father comprises, that is, we
should really be looking at this
question not merely in terms of
God’s will referring to what God
wants to do, or to have happen,
but also in terms of what God
wants us to do.

ye glad’, our word, is the same
imperative that we hear at the end
of the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:12)
Rejoice and be glad,
for great is your reward in
the kingdom of heaven.

The greeting to Mary uses the
same word khaire ‘rejoice thou’,
and thus accordingly the Eastern
church usually renders the angelic
greeting ‘Rejoice, o highly favored
one, the Lord is with thee.’.
Always rejoice / semper gaudete /

Keep His commandments, certainly;
pray for the Holy Spirit to guide us
in all truth, yes. But then also take a
specific guidance from Holy Writ,
a passage, only a part of which has
found any currency but deserves
consideration as a whole. Here I
have in mind 1 Thessalonians 5:
16ff:
Always
rejoice.
Pray
without
ceasing.
In all things give thanks;
for this is the will of
God
in
Christ
Jesus
concerning you all.

These three items, rejoice, pray, give
thanks, form a unified triad and
offer us a way in which to see a
mode of Christian conduct fully
in accord with the will of God.
Rejoice, pray, give thanks.
Rejoice: We customarily think of
the angelic greeting, the Hail Mary,
as beginning with a salutation, an
Ave or a Hail, but our traditional
understanding understates what
the greeting to Mary imports:
The Greek khairete ‘rejoice ye, be

STATIONS OF
THE CROSS &
BENEDICTION
Fridays at 7:30 p.m.
March 6
Preacher: Father Bradford
March 13
Preacher: Bishop Allue
March 20
(service at St. Theresa of Avila)
Preacher: Father Bradford
March 27
Preacher: Father Nolan
Traditional Stations & Benediction in
the Anglican Use.
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pantote khairete.
This first injunction suggests that
the first thing we do in doing what
God wills for us involves making
every yoke easy and every burden
light.
One can easily imagine the Mother
of God rejoicing at the angelic
tidings or at the Nativity or after
the Resurrection or at any of the
other numerous events where
God’s glory shines through.
But can we also imagine Mary, the
creature most highly attuned to
the will of God, rejoicing always?
Even at the Passion and Death of
her beloved Son? Here the will of
God puts us all to the test.
Pray: We see here the same verb as
used at Gethsemane (Matt. 26:41)
Watch and pray that ye enter
not into temptation, for the
spirit is willing, but the flesh
is weak.

And this injunction speaks of
even more than the one hour of
watching:
Pray without ceasing / sine intermissione
orate / adialeiptōs proseukhesthe.

Prayer keeps us in our place,
and God wills that we exercise
it constantly, unremittingly, to
keep us constantly in mind of the
Heavenly Father to whom we owe
all blessings, because without the
subjection which prayer carries
with it, pride and arrogance
and a damaging sense of selfsufficiency take hold. Through
these we enter into what I would
call active temptation: rather than
being tempted, we put God to the
test, as proud Satan did with Jesus
(Matt. 4:1-11) or as the children of
Israel did in the desert (Exd. 17:07;
Num 20:2-13):
Harden not your hearts: as in
the provocation, according

to the day of temptation
in the wilderness: where
your fathers tempted me,
they proved me, and saw
my works. (Ps. 94:8b-9)

Give thanks: From this verb we
derive the name of the Eucharist,
the Great Thanksgiving. And in
the Gloria ‘We give thanks to
Thee for Thy great glory’.
In everything give thanks /
in omnibus gratias agite /
en panti eukharisteite.
God wills that we see His glory in
all things. No regard of our daily
existence remains untouched by
the Divine Hand. Whether the
very special and highly ceremonial
thanks of the Holy Mass or just
a constant underflowing of
gratitude, empowered by our
rejoicing and carried by our
prayer, this becomes the ultimate
part and fruit of following the will
of God as St. Paul has inspiringly
summarized for us.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

Rejoice always, pray
unceasingly, in everything
give thanks, for this is the
will of God.

Let this accompany us on our
Lenten stations, in church and
throughout the day: Not my
will, Father, but Thy will be
done, and grant us the grace to
be doing it always.
Deacon Michael Connolly
¶ The Revd. Dcn. Michael Connolly
teaches linguistics in Boston College
and serves primarily as Archdeacon at
Holy Cross Armenian Catholic Church
in Belmont. He assists frequently in
the Anglican Use. His most recent
contribution to Contra Mundum was
in November 2014.

Saturday Anglican Use Mass is
at 8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar in
St. Theresa of Avila Church, West
Roxbury. You may enter the church
from the pavilion or the St. Theresa
Avenue side doors.

Page 64					

Contra Mundum

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Elio
tS
t.

d

Roa

Ch

ve
ll A
Hi
Boylston St. (Rte 9)

e
Le

ser

vo

ir R

d.

He
at
h

Re

St
.

.
St

Contra Mundum

ing
ann

ut
tn
es
Ch

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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