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He showed both His hands and His side to them.

T

Christ is Risen. Deal with it. Yet
this is the same Peter who denied
Christ vehemently on Maundy
Thursday and who on Easter Day
night is huddled behind locked
doors plotting his escape from
Jerusalem. Clearly it was not from
the fact of the empty tomb that Peter
and the others were emboldened so
dramatically, but because they had
experienced the visible appearance
of the Lord Jesus.

he events in the Upper
Room on Easter Day night
were decisive for the Christian
faith. If the Resurrection of Christ
happened but was communicated to
no one, there would be no Church
then or today. And if the followers of
Christ had not experienced the fact
of the Resurrection there would not
have been a gathering at Pentecost
and the outpouring of the gifts of
the Holy Spirit. Christianity would
have been stillborn.
The Upper Room was the scene of
two decisive events. The fact of the
Resurrection was established, and
Christ created the apostolate.
To be accurate, neither Luke or
John tell us explicitly that it was the
Upper Room where this happened.
But there is no reason for us to place
the event anywhere else. And it
makes sense to conclude that these
men were in hiding in a place they all
knew. They were perhaps planning
to slip out of Jerusalem under cover
of darkness, one by one, in order
not to be arrested in any follow-up
to Christ’s crucifixion. The Upper
Room events took place at night.
It is true to say that the Resurrection
faith was born that morning at
the empty tomb. That faith is an
inference from the absence of

the Lord’s Body, and from the
peculiar was the grave clothes
had collapsed as if Our Lord’s
Body had escaped from inside
the shroud. But inference is like
circumstantial evidence. It does
not lead to conviction. For religion
it is a non-starter. And it certainly
does not explain subsequent
events.
Take Peter’s conduct for instance.
Several weeks later he is boldly
addressing the whole Jerusalem
leadership that “this Jesus whom
you crucified is both Lord and
Christ.” Let the high priest tear his
clothes again, twenty times over, if
he wishes! That is Peter’s attitude.

Two thousand years later, we can
list the existence of the Catholic
Church, her life and worship and
proclamation of the gospel, as the
strongest evidence of the fact of the
Resurrection of Christ. But on what
objective basis did that life of the
Church begin at the start of those
two thousand years? The Church
is the objective evidence for us,
but for the apostles the empty tomb
alone could not bear the weight of
the whole gospel. Again, there is
no getting around the testimony
that in the Upper Room the eleven
disciples did in sober fact encounter
a truly objective return of the One
Who was dead and Who is alive
for evermore. Whatever may be
the faith of subsequent Christians,
the record is clear that those eleven
men were convinced by their own
experience that Christ is risen. It
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gave them the certainty of absolute
conviction. And only this explains
the subsequent events, the heroic
preaching of Peter, the conversion
of Paul, the steadfast courage in
the face of suffering and death,
and the spread of Christian faith
far and wide and among all races
and cultures.
Once the apostles had accepted
the fact of the Resurrection, Christ
commissioned them to be sent
out, in the closest proximity to
His own ministry from the Father.
“As the Father has sent Me, even
so send I you.” And it is Christ’s
provision for all time that those
who believe the apostolic witness
will have the same conviction and
the benefits of those who were
in the Upper Room. “Blessed
are they who saw not and have
believed.”
There is one little fact, usually
not mentioned, that proclaims in
our own day this link between
the apostles in the Upper Room
and you and me on a Sunday
morning. You and I were not in
that Upper Room. But because
of the experience there, at the
very beginning of Christianity,
the ancient day of worship, the
Sabbath, was changed to Sunday.
If Jesus had simply lived a life of
unparalleled holiness and love,
and died in a supreme act of selfsacrifice on the Cross, perhaps
as a remembrance of Him some
of His followers would have
adopted Friday as the Lord’s
Day. No one would ever have
appointed Sunday, the first day
of the work week. But Christ rose
from the dead on the first day of
the week, and you and I worship
on Sunday as our participation in
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that witness.
Sunday by Sunday is the sacred
trust in our hands of the saving truth
of the Risen Lord.
Father Bradford
A sermon preached on Easter Day, April
15, 2001.

T

PRIESTS
FOR EVER

HE
WORLD
CANNOT
ENDURE without priests. To
grasp this bold assertion, one need
only imagine the situation of a person
who is left alone to figure out God. Or,
consider a person searching for God,
but without someone to illuminate
the way. Again, think of those
persons who desire an assurance
that God cares for them, but never
encounter someone who proclaims
authoritatively that God loves and
forgives them. Finally, think of the
person who wants to draw close
to God, but discovers no one who
clearly demarcates creation from
the God who creates all that exists,
no one who genuinely embodies
the sacred, no one who effectively
introduces into the everyday lives
of men and women what is most
sacred. When we consider the
frustrated and conflicted state of
such bereft persons, we begin to
understand the inestimable gift of
the Christian priesthood. This gift
and mystery, Christ establishes on
the night before he dies. So we call
today “Holy Thursday.” For on this
day Christ gives us the Eucharist
and the Priesthood to make it last
for ever. Now God is really present
in the world. So much does the
world need the Christian priest that
eligible men should recognize that

the sacrifices entailed in fulfilling
the priestly office disappear when
compared with the divine gifts that
the Catholic priest communicates
to lost souls.
Romanus Cessario, OP
¶ Father Cessario is Professor of
Systematic Theology in St John’s
Seminary, Brighton, and Senior editor
of Magnificat magazine. This reflection
on the Maundy Thursday Gospel was
published in the Magnificat Lenten
Companion in 2012.

Regina
Cœli
From Easter Day until Pentecost
Joy to thee, O Queen
of heaven:
alleluia.
He whom thou was
meet to bear:
alleluia.
As he promised hath
arisen: alleluia.
Pour for us to God
thy prayer:
alleluia.
∕ Rejoice and be
glad, O Virgin
Mary, alleluia.
± For the Lord has truly risen,
alleluia.

O

God, who by resurrection
of thy Son our Lord Jesus
Christ hast brought joy to the
whole world; grant that through
his Mother the Virgin Mary
we may obtain the joys of life
everlasting. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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HOLY WEEK:
The Great Week

unday [March 29] is Palm
Sunday, the start of the greatest
week in our Catholic year—Holy
Week. The apparently triumphal entry
of Christ the King into Jerusalem was
the start of a tremendous drama on the
stage of human history. In this drama
the main protagonist is of course Our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Although the entire initiative of what
happened in the first Holy Week lies
with God, we also have a part in the
drama. We are all involved in the fact
that Christ died, not least because we
are all beneficiaries of that atoning
death.

Congregation of Saint Athanasius
Archdiocese of Boston – Anglican Use

HOLY WEEK 2015
Palm Sunday, March 29th
11:30 a.m...................................... Blessing & Distribution of Palms
	Solemn Procession — The Reading of the Passion
	Solemn Mass & Sermon
Good Friday, April 3rd
3:00 p.m....................................... THE GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY
	The Reading of the Passion – The Solemn Collects
	Veneration of the Cross
Mass of the Pre-Sanctified
Holy Saturday, April 3
9:00 a.m................................................................. The Altar Service
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.............. Confessions (priests of Opus Dei)
8:30 p.m............................................ THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL
Blessing of the Paschal Candle – The Prophecies
Renewal of Baptismal Vows
	Solemn Mass & Sermon
rd

Easter Day, April 5th
11:30 a.m............................................................. Solemn Procession
	Solemn Mass & Sermon

Christ rides into Jerusalem. The
King takes possession of His city.
We have the hindsight of faith in
understanding the significance of
that entry into the Holy City. Perhaps
we can appreciate something of the
irony of that prophetic spectacle, the
King riding upon a donkey. Many
of the Jews who cheered Our Lord
would also have been aware of the
significance of the donkey. It was a
fulfillment of one of the Messianic
prophecies. The King of Israel would
come to meet His people riding on a
beast of burden.…
Lord Jesus, King and centre of all
hearts, ride into our lives today as
once You rode into Jerusalem. Take
possession of Your own. Save us
from any further shameful betrayals
in which the Enemy may try to
ensnare us, and then do with us as
You will.
The Provost
¶ This article is excerpted from THE
ORATORY MAGAZINE (April, 2011, Vol.
88, No. 1079) a publication of the London
(Brompton) Oratory.
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CHRIST IS THE
PASSOVER LAMB

eternal life. Because it revolves in
cycles and never comes to an end,
the year is a symbol of eternity.

he Passover we celebrate
brings salvation to the whole
human race beginning with the first
man, who together with all others is
saved and given life.

Christ, the sacrifice that was
offered for us, is the father of the
world to come. He puts an end to
our former life, and through the
regenerating waters of baptism
in which we imitate his death
and resurrection, he gives us
the beginning of a new life. The
knowledge that Christ is the
Passover lamb who was sacrificed
for us should make us regard the
moment of his immolation as the
beginning of our own lives. As
far as we are concerned, Christ’s
immolation on our behalf takes
place when we become aware of
this grace and understand the life
conferred on us by this sacrifice.
Having once understood it, we
should enter upon this new life
with all eagerness and never return
to the old one, which is now at an
end. As Scripture says: We have
died to sin—how then can we
continue to live in it?

T

In an imperfect and transitory
way, the types and images of the
past prefigured the perfect and
eternal reality, which has now been
revealed. The presence of what
is represented makes the symbol
obsolete: when the king appears in
person no one pays reverence to his
statue.
How far the symbol falls short of
the reality is seen from the fact that
the symbolic Passover celebrated
the brief life of the firstborn of the
Jews, whereas the real Passover
celebrates the eternal life of all
mankind. It is a small gain to escape
death for a short time, only to die
soon afterward; it is a very different
thing to escape death altogether
as we do through the sacrifice of
Christ, our Passover.
Correctly understood, its very
name shows why this is our greatest
feast. It is called the Passover
because, when he was striking
down the firstborn, the destroying
angel passed over the houses of the
Hebrews, but it is even more true
to say that he passes over us, for he
does so once for all when we are
raised up by Christ to eternal life.
If we think only of the true Passover
and ask why it is that the time of the
Passover and the salvation of the
firstborn is taken to be the beginning
of the year, the answer must surely
be that the sacrifice of the true
Passover is for us the beginning of

Pseudo-Chrysostom
¶ There are many writings formerly
attributed to St John Chrysostom which
are no longer attributed to him. Several
writings in the Breviary “Office of
Readings” are credited to this unknown
early Church father.

THE CROSS AND
ITS DEMANDS

I

T IS NOT the act of a good
disciple,’ says Saint John of the
Cross, ‘to flee from the Cross in
order to enjoy the sweetness of
an easy piety.’ So here above all,
by the Crucifix and what it means
to us, we test the quality of our

discipleship. What we think about
the Cross means ultimately what we
think about life, for ‘seek where you
will,’ says a Kempis, ‘everywhere
you will find the Cross.’ And when
you have found it, what are you
going to do about it? That is the
question: look at it with horror or
with adoration?
It has been said that the whole
life of Christ was a Cross. I think
that saying does grave injustice to
its richness of response, to the real
expansion and joy and beauty of
His contacts with nature, children,
friends; the true happiness we find
again in the saints nearest to Him;
the hours snatched for the deep
joy of prayer and communion;
the outburst of rejoicing when He
discerns the Father’s Will. But
it was the deep happiness of the
entirely self-abandoned, not the
easy shallow satisfaction of those
who live to express themselves and
enjoy themselves; that Perfect Joy
which Saint Francis rediscovered in
abjection; and which was ratified on
La Verna when he was caught into
the supernatural order and sealed
with the wounds of Christ.
There is a marked contrast between
the first phase of the Ministry with
its confident movement within the
natural world; mending what is
wrong with it, using what is right in
it and sharing the social life of men,
and that after the Transfiguration,
the second phase, with its sense
of a deepening conflict with that
easy, happy world; the conviction
that what is deeply wrong with it
can only be mended by sacrifice;
that the Suffering Servant is the
one who serves His brethren best.
‘Take up the Cross if you wish to
follow Me!’ The spiritually natural
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life is charming, but it stops short
of all that God asks of the really
surrendered soul.
It was in the Passion, says Saint
John of the Cross, that Christ finished
that supreme work which His whole
life, its miracles and works of power,
had not accomplished: the union
and reconciliation of human nature
with the life of God.’ Here we learn
all that it means to acknowledge
Him as our Way, our Truth and
our Life. I suppose no soul of any
sensitiveness can live through Holy
Week without an awed and grateful
sense of being incorporated in a
mystery of self-giving love, which
yet remains far beyond our span.

is no resemblance between the
“mustard seed” and the full-grown
tree. For those living in the days of
its branching growth the Tree is the
thing, for the history of a living thing
is part of its life, and the history of a
divine thing is sacred. The wise may
know that it began with a seed, but
it is vain to try and dig it up, for it
no longer exists, and the virtue and
powers that it had now reside in the
Tree. Very good: but in husbandry
the authorities, the keepers of the
Tree, must look after it, according
to such wisdom as they possess,
prune it, remove cankers, rid it
of parasites, and so forth. (With
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trepidation, knowing how little their
knowledge of growth is!)
J.R.R. Tolkien
¶ J.R.R. Tolkien (1892–1973) was an
English philologist and Oxford professor
mostly known for his high fantasy works.
A devout Catholic, he was instrumental in
turning his friend and colleague C.S. Lewis
from atheism to Christianity, but dismayed
when Lewis chose to join the Church of
England.

Please return your filled coin
folder
during
Eastertide.
Proceeds benefit the work of
Catholic Charities.

Evelyn Underhill
¶ This excerpt is taken from Miss
Underhill’s Light of Christ, published in
1945 by Longmans, Green & Co., Ltd.
¶ Evelyn Underhill (1875–1941) was an
English Anglo-Catholic mystical writer
influenced by Catholic layman and spiritual
writer Baron von Hugel.

THE HISTORY IS
SACRED

I

THINK there is nothing to do but
to pray, for the Church, the Vicar
of Christ, and for ourselves; and
meanwhile to exercise the virtue of
loyalty, which indeed only becomes
a virtue when one is under pressure
to desert it...
Still more because “my Church”
was not intended by our Lord to
be static or remain in perpetual
childhood; but to be a living
organism (likened to a plant),
which develops and changes in
externals by the interaction of its
bequeathed divine life and history
the particular circumstances of the
world into which it is set. There

SOLEMN EVENSONG &
BENEDICTION
Second Sunday of Easter
April 12, 2015
5:00 p.m.
St. Lawrence Church, Chestnut Hill
Preacher: Father Bradford
A reception follows this service
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ The Anglican Use Mass on
Saturday April 11th is a year’s-mind
Mass for parishioner Ronald Jaynes.
Ñ April 2nd is the year’s-mind for
Saint John Paul II who was the Holy
Father from 1978–2005.
Ñ Many thanks to Deacon Michael
J. Connolly and Bishop Emilio S.
Allué who shared with Fr. Bradford
the preaching at this year’s series of
Stations of the Cross.
Ñ A reminder that the Easter
collection is designated for the
Clergy Benefit Trust, which supports
the retirement of Boston priests.
Ñ In May: Our Patronal Feast of
Saint Athanasius is Saturday, May
2nd. Ascension Day, a holy day of
obligation, is Thursday, May 14th.
We will celebrate the Ascension with
a Vigil Mass on Wednesday, May
13th, at 7:30 p.m.
Ñ The condolences of the parish
family go to Anne and Brian
Johansson on the death of Anne’s
mother Mary Marks. Mrs. Marks,
who in recent years lived with Anne
and Brian, was a frequent worshipper
with our congregation. She went
to God February 19th. The Burial
Office and Mass will be offered in
St Theresa of Avila Parish, in the
chapel, on Wednesday, April 1st at 10
a.m. May she rest in peace.
Ñ Parishioner Leslie Hunt is
now a resident in Blaine House
of Tewksbury as he continues in
care suffering from the effects of
Parkinson’s Disease. Please keep Les
and Jennifer in your prayers. Seeing
familiar faces would be very helpful.
The facility is located at 10 Erlin
Terrace, Tewksbury. Visiting hours
are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Saint Mark the Evangelist
[April 25]

The Collect

A

LMIGHTY God, who hast instructed thy
holy Church with the heavenly doctrine of
thy Evangelist Saint Mark; Give us grace that,
being not like children carried away with every
blast of vain doctrine, we may be established
in the truth of thy holy Gospel; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
In S. Paul’s opinion John Mark had failed him, and he treated him
with severity. S. Barnabas always believed in S. Mark, and treated him
tenderly. It may be that the combination of these different treatments
by the two great saints had the final effect of turning John Mark the
fearful into S. Mark the Evangelist and ‘son’ of S. Peter. The story of
S. Mark is something that we can only guess at, for we are told very
little, but it is surely the tale of a great repentance, inspired by the
vision of the Saviour Whose biographer he became and helped by his
contact with the three great saints, Barnabas, Paul, and Peter.
Father Andrew. S.D.C.
¶ Father Andrew was an Anglican monastic and author of Meditations For
Everyday, published in 1934 by A.R. Mowbray & Co., Ltd.
¶ Saint Mark’s Day falls on a Saturday this year.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

HOLY OILS AND
THE CHRISM MASS
In Holy Week, in every diocese, the bishop blesses and
consecrates the holy oils to be used for the sacraments of
initiation (baptism, confirmation, eucharist) at the Easter Vigil
and for the celebration of the sacraments through the year until
next Easter.
Oleum Catechumenorum - OC - Oil of Catechumens
Sacra Chrisma -SC - Sacred Chrism
Oleum Infirmorum - OI - Oil of the sick
The Oil of Catehcumens is used for anointing those who are
preparing for baptism.
Sacred Chrism is used in celebrating the sacraments of baptism,
confirmation and holy orders.
The Oil of the Sick is used for anointing those who are seriously
ill.

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON
SATURDAY
8:00 a.m.
at the Marian altar
St. Theresa of Avila Church
West Roxbury
¶ Please note no Mass on Holy
Saturday, April 4th. Consult Holy Week
schedule for Holy Saturday altar
service.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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