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ONE MYSTICAL BODY

Y 1918, all decent people must
have hoped and prayed, even if
they could not really believe it, that
the international conflict that had
caused such misery and devastation
would turn out to be ‘the war to end
war’. In just two decades, however,
Europe would be the focus of
another, and six more years of
slaughter and other horrors.
The sad truth is that war has been,
and continues to be, a recurring
feature of human history. This is
evidence—very strong evidence—
that Original Sin is something real
and its effects are often appalling on
a massive scale. And for as long as
there is human greed, and the lust
for power, for as long as there is
selfcenterdness and false expression
of religion in this world, then we
can be sure that there will always
be wars.
One hundred years after the
beginning of that ‘war to end war’,
we hear new reports every week
telling us that parts of the world are
being ripped apart by violence and
conflict. Gaza, Iraq and Syria are
currently in the news. Very often, the
Church finds Herself in the midst of
this turmoil. In recent weeks, ancient
Christian communities, villages
and towns have been wiped out in

Iraq, where’ there are reports of
crucifixions of Christians who
refuse to convert to Islam, of
the enslavement of woman and
the beheading and burial alive
of men, women and children.
Many thousands of Christians
from Northern Iraq are currently
refugees, fleeing for their lives,
some of them without water or
food.
Anyone with a tender heart will
empathize with all of the innocent
victims in these conflicts. As
Catholics we actually suffer along
with our fellow Christians as if
the violence were inflicted on
us personally. This is because,
through Baptism, we have all
been incorporated into one
Mystical Body. When Saul,
before his conversion, was on
his way to Damascus to eradicate
the Christian community there,
Our Lord said to him: “Saul,
why do you persecute Me?” this

is because when one member of
the Body suffers, the whole Body
suffers along with all of its members.
When we hear that the survival of
a Christian presence in much of
the Middle East, and even in the
Holy Land is under threat, and that
there is a very good chance that it
could be destroyed altogether, this
is something that affects us very
deeply and painfully.
Palestine and Israel have a unique
place in the hearts of all Christians.
Our Lord and Saviour was both a
Palestinian and a Jew. The region
where He was born, exercised His
Ministry and where He died, rose
and ascended into Heaven is called
the Holy Land because the feet of
the Incarnate Word touched and
sanctified the soil and stones of that
terrain. And the Prince of Peace
came to bring peace to all men of
good will, regardless of race or
nation. Blessed are the peacemakers.
This beatitude is part of the very
essence of our holy Faith, and so
the Christian presence in Palestine
is an indispensible force for peace
and reconciliation in that troubled
area. We must do everything we
can, by way of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving, to ensure that it is
maintained.
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Soon, we should also like to
do something in conjunction
with Aid to the Church in Need
to support the survivors of the
genocide against Christians in
Iraq and Syria. Ancient Christian
communities, which still spoke
Aramaic, the language spoken by
Our Lord, have been destroyed
and displaced. We should pray
that,
through
international
intervention, the survivors will be
able to return to their homeland
and that a just peace will be
secured. Meanwhile we must also
support our suffering brethren
with our prayer and, according
to our means, our material
assistance.
In his inspiring sermon at the
pontifical Mass that he celebrated
in the Oratory Church on 15th
August, Bishop Robert Byrne
reminded us that Our Lady’s
Assumption draws our attention
Heavenwards, which gives us
hope and strength during earthly
adversities. Our Lady’s presence
body and soul at the Throne of
Grace reminds us of the eternal
reward which awaits those who
are faithful, and puts our earthly
woes into a new perspective. On
the 14th September we celebrate
the feast of the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross. The Cross also points
vertically like an arrow to Heaven,
but it reminds us that to arrive in
eternal bliss we must be prepared
to accept temporary suffering.
But the Cross also has the
horizontal aspect of Our Savior’s
arms outstretched to receive and
embrace all those who labor
and are heavy burdened. May
the intercession of Our Blessed
Mother Assumed into Heaven
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ensure that the Cross triumphs in
our age, and that the Prince of Peace
conquers the hearts of all men.
The Provost
¶ This article was published in THE
ORATORY
PARISH
MAGAZINE
(September, 2014, Vol. 91, No. 1120) the
monthly paper of the Brompton (London)
Oratory.

FROM OUR
PATRON SAINT

T

hrough death immortality
has come to all, and through
the incarnation of the Word God’s
universal providence has been
made known, together with him
who is the giver and artificer of
this providence, God the Word
himself. For he became man that
we might be made god; and he
revealed himself through a body

that we might receive an idea of
the unseen Father; and he endured
humiliation at men’s hands that
we might inherit incorruption.
In himself he was in no way
injured, for he is impassible and
incorruptible, the very Word and
God; but he endured these things
for the sake of suffering men, and
through his own impassibility
he preserved and saved them. In
short, the victories achieved by
the Savior through his incarnation
are so great and so many that, if
one wished to describe them, it
would be like gazing across the
open sea and trying to count the
waves.
Saint Athanasius
¶ Saint Athanasius (c. 296–373) was
Archbishop of Alexandria for forty-five
years, and defended the full divinity
of Christ against the Arians. who
regarded our Lord as less than true and
perfect God. Athanasius also played a
decisive part in the growth of Egyptian
monasticism. This extract is taken from
his best-known work, On the Incarnation
of the Word.
¶ Saint Athanasius ‘ Day is Saturday,
May 2nd.

HOW THE HOLY
SPIRIT ACTS

PATRONAL
FEAST DAY
MAY 2nd
Saint Athanasius, Bishop and
Doctor
Saturday, May 2, 2015
Low Mass & Sermon
Saint Theresa’s Church at the
Marian altar
8:00 a.m.

M

oral action flows
from within the human
person, like a spring nourished by
our yearnings for truth, goodness,
and happiness. Indeed, this is
how the Spirit acts. Even if in the
arts or in the realm of ideas, our
inspirations seem to come to us
from on high, we are still aware
that these inspirations move us
from within and become ours as we
act upon them. Similarly, although
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the motion of the Holy Spirit flows
from a source higher than ourselves,
it touches us intimately, moving us
to engage in a personal act. This
is why the Scriptures particularly
attribute to the Spirit the motion of
love, an attribution that best reveals
what this active communion can
be…
The work of the Holy Spirit is
to enter within us by touching the
two deepest cords of our hearts, the
affinity for truth and the yearning
for goodness and happiness. The
Spirit acts through a quiet light and
a gentle motion that produce in our
souls wisdom and love. This interior
motion is the marrow, so to speak, of
the New Law. It is what the prophet
long ago had already announced: “I
will place my law within them, and
write it upon their hearts” (Jer. 31:
33). Christian experience confirms
this when it calls the Holy Spirit
the Interior Master: he enlightens
us concerning the Word we have
heard and moves us to live it with
sincerity.
Clearly the term “law’ acquires
here a new meaning, far removed
from any juridicism; it is a deepening
and a spiritual enrichment of the
concept. The New Law is close to
the natural law, whose roots are
likewise internal. The New Law
also becomes the rule of the love
infused by the Spirit.
Father Servais Pinckaers, OP
¶ Father Servais-Theodore Pinckaers, OP
(1925–2008) was a distinguished moral
theologian and professor in the University
of Fribourg. This excerpt is taken from
Morality: The Catholic View, published in
November 2003 by St. Augustine’s Press,
South Bend, Indiana.

Veni, Creator Spiritus
Creator Spirit, by whose aid
The world’s foundations first were
laid,
Come, visit every pious mind;
Come, pour thy joys on human
kind;
From sin, and sorrow set us free;
And make thy temples worthy thee.
         O, Source of uncreated light,
The Father’s promised Paraclete!
Thrice holy fount, thrice holy fire,
Our hearts with heavenly love
inspire;
Come, and thy sacred unction bring
To sanctify us, while we sing!
         Plenteous of grace, descend
from high,
Rich in thy sevenfold energy!
Thou strength of his Almighty
Hand,
Whose power does heaven and
earth command:
Proceeding Spirit, our defence,
Who do’st the gift of tongues
dispense,
And crown’st thy gift with
eloquence!
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         Refine and purge our earthly
parts;
But, O, inflame and fire our hearts!
Our frailties help, our vice control;
Submit the senses to the soul;
And when rebellious they are
grown,
Then, lay thy hand, and hold them
down.
         Chase from our minds the
infernal foe;
And peace, the fruit of love,
bestow;
And, lest our feet should step
astray,
Protect, and guide us in the way.
         Make us eternal truths
receive,
And practise all that we believe:
Give us thyself, that we may see
The Father, and the Son, by thee.
         Immortal honour, endless
fame,
Attend the Almighty Father’s
name:
The Saviour Son be glorified,
Who for lost man’s redemption
died:
And equal adoration be,
Eternal Paraclete, to thee.
John Dryden
¶ John Dryden (1631-1700) was
an English poet, literary critic and
playwright. He was made Poet
Laureate in 1668. His long poem The
Hind and the Panther (1687) celebrates
his conversion to Catholicism. He is
buried in Westminster Abbey.
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MARY THE GREAT
BELIEVER

M

ary is the great believer
who humbly offered herself
to God as an empty vessel for
him to use in his mysterious plan.
Without complaint she surrendered
control of her life; she did not try to
live according to human calculation
but put herself completely at the
disposal of God’s mysterious,
incomprehensible design. All she
wanted to be was the handmaid of
the Lord, the instrument and servant
of the Word, wherein lies her true
fame: that she remained a believer
despite all the darkness and all the
inexplicable demands God made on
her. She believed even in the face
of certain incomprehensible facts…
Today God is still mysterious; indeed
he seems to have a special kind of
obscurity in store for each person’s
life. But could he ever render any
life as dark and incomprehensible
as he did Mary’s? “Blessed are you
who have believed,” even when this
faith became a sword that pierced
her heart. This is the real reason for
her greatness and her being called
blessed: she is the great believer.
Consequently, she is represented
to us not as a distant haloed figure
but as forever the young girl who
entered Elizabeth’s, house with the
shining light of mystery on her brow
and surrounded by the radiance of
purity and half hope. “Blessed are
you who have believed.” But, like
Elizabeth, Mary cannot remain
silent at this moment. It is said that,
even today; under the influence of
a great joy simple Arabian women
will improvise a song in which
they pour forth the hidden poetry
a simple heart composes, when
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moved by a powerful joy. “My
soul magnifies the Lord, and my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”
Mary deflects Elizabeth’s praise
from herself to God the Lord. It is
he who deserves all praise. In so
acting, Mary has shown the way
for all future praise of herself:
it is to be praise of God as he is
mirrored in his graciousness to
human beings....
Pope Benedict XVI
¶ His Holiness Benedict XVI reigned as
Pope from 2005 until 2013. This excerpt
is taken from Dogma and Preaching,
published in an English edition by
Ignatius Press in 2011.

ASCENSION DAY
Vigil Mass
Wednesday, May 13, 2015
Procession, Solemn Mass and
Sermon
7:30 p.m.
Holy Day of Obligation

Dear Friends,
The time has come for me to take
my leave. I will be graduating in
May with a bachelor’s degree
in Philosophy and a minor in
Linguistics. I thank you all
from the bottom of my heart for
your hospitality and kindness
throughout my two years with
you. It has truly meant the world
to me to be able to worship in such
a beautiful way with such lovely
people. You are truly a hidden
gem in the Boston Archdiocese.
This summer, I will be in Sibiu,
Romania for a few weeks doing a
course in Museum Studies. In the
fall, I will be back in Puerto Rico,
working, doing language study,
and applying to Ph.D. programs
in the United States. Although an
ocean will stand between us, I’m
only an e-mail away: jscsllm@
gmail.com. Keep me up to date
with what’s going on! And
keep me in your prayers! I will
certainly pray for all of you.
Farewell but not goodbye,
Jay Chin

Our sign up for summer altar flowers begins with Memorial Day
weekend, with flowers needed for Sundays in June through September.
You may bring arrangements from your garden or florist. We require
two larger arrangements for the high altar, or one or two smaller vases
for the Marian altar, whichever you prefer. But be sure to sign up for a
summer Sunday.
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NO SHADES OF
TRUTH

ustin Martyr wrote of
the reception Our Lord Jesus
received that, “They dared to
say that He was a magician and a
deceiver of the people.” So we see
in today’s gospel. (Luke 11:14-23)

The gospel clearly calls us to
actively choose a life of prayer and
love in action, and as you well know,
that means more than sliding into
a pew in church for forty minutes
once a week! We are either on the
Way, or we are in the way and part
of the problem.
Father Bradford

The accusation is believable when
we remember that in the popular
notion Satan disguises himself as an
angel of light. Our Lord’s reply is
that evil is so malignant that it could
never consent to its own destruction.
Therefore a higher power is at work
and this is a sign that the Kingdom
of Heaven is present.

¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of Avila
Church on Thursday. March 30, 2000.

This all leads Jesus to compare
Satan to an armed man defending
his house. Jesus is the stronger
man who delivers and liberates
all who have been held captive by
the devil. And all of this connects
well with the principle our Lord
gives; that between evil and good
there is no middle ground, no
compromise. No middle between
Satan and God, between darkness
and light; Truth may be subtle, and
nuanced; but there are no shades of
truth, no shaving away from it. No
neutral attitude towards Jesus and
the Kingdom of God is possible.
If we don’t choose a life based on
faith in Christ, then we have chosen
something else. Even not to choose
is to choose. And whatever else we
choose that is not of Christ, is bad
news by comparison.

Ñ Year’s-mind Masses were offered
recently for parishioners Ron Jaynes
(Apr 11th) and Abbot Gabriel Gibbs,
OSB, (April 18th). May they rest in
peace.

In the Book of Revelation we
have a vivid reminder of God’s
condemnation of the so-called
middle ground. “Ye blow neither
hot nor cold, and I will spew thee
out of my mouth!”

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Last call for Lenten Coin Folders.
Proceeds benefit Catholic Charities.

Ñ On Monday, May 4th our sister
congregation St. Gregory the Great
will offer a Solemn High Mass on
the feast of the English Martyrs. The
Mass will be at St. Patrick’s Church,
9 Pomeworth St., Stoneham, Mass
at 7:00 p.m.
Ñ On May 15th Bishop Richard
Lennon observes the anniversary of
his becoming Bishop of Cleveland
in 2006). He was our first chaplain.
Ñ Readers are needed for Pentecost.
We would like as many people
as possible to read in a different
language the first lesson from
Acts 2:1-11. Please contact Steve
Cavanaugh if you can do a reading.
Ñ On Memorial Day. Monday, May
25th, Masses will be offered at 10
a.m. in both St Joseph’s Cemetery
and Mt Benedict Cemetery in West
Roxbury.
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MEMORIAL DAY

T

hroughout recorded
history we have records
of men and women, nations and
cities honoring their dead. That
activity is not just a reminder of
things past. There is a connection
between the dead and the living.
Catholics of all people know
something about that connection. In
the Mass we have a remembrance
that is far richer than a mere pause
to think about something that has
happened and is now gone. The
Greek word anamnesis describes
the remembering or putting back
together a presence so that one who
was gone is present again. It is not
that we put God anywhere! But by
His promise to us, the Mass is the
memorial of Our Lord Jesus in just
this way: the Mass is the place of
meeting.
We have in our liturgical year
a special one-day focus on our
own beloved departed family
members and friends on All Souls’
Day, (which in 2015 is a Monday,
November 2nd.) We memorialize
all faithful departed souls, military
and civilians alike. And at any
time of year we are able to request
memorial Masses to be offered
(and anniversary and year’s-mind
Masses as well.) This practice is all
part of how we respond to what we
believe when in the Creed we affirm
“the Communion of Saints.”
We also have another day,
Veterans’ Day, on November 11th,
when we give thanks for all the men
and women who now serve or who
have served in the armed forces of
our country. That commemoration
does not take place in a cemetery,
because the focus of the observance
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is different from today’s.
In our country Decoration Day
(the original name for Memorial
Day) began with the tending of the
graves of fallen soldiers during or
just after the Civil War, The War
between the States, when 600,000
men and women lost their lives in
combat. That is a staggering number
even today, but more so when the
total population of the United States
was much smaller. There are many
towns that claim to be the origin of
Decoration Day ceremonies, and it
is likely that people all across our
land were similarly motivated by
the same desire, when peace came,
to honor their war dead.
One such observance took place
in Charleston, South Carolina, on
May 1, 1865. It took place in the
largest open area on the Charleston
peninsula, the grounds of the South
Carolina Jockey Club. The grounds
had been used as a prisoner of war
camp, and as many as 257 Union
soldiers had died of exposure and
malnutrition during the war and
buried in a mass grave. It is likely
that many citizens of Charleston
were dying, (not of exposure but
of starvation and disease) during
that same hard period. You cannot
see the graves of the soldiers there
today. They were reverently moved
to Beaufort and Florence when
the parkland, and the whole city,
fell into neglect. For those who
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are interested, however, there are
Boston connections to Charleston.
The race track and grounds had a
second life as Hampton Park, and
John Olmstead, Frederick Law
Olmstead’s adopted son, was hired
to plan the landscape. The park
is not in the tourist district, but its
location above U.S. 17, between
King Street and the Ashley River, is
easy to reach. And if you are lucky
enough to visit Belmont Park, New
York, site of the final race for the
Triple Crown (this year we have a
contender) you might see the old
gates from the Charleston Jockey
Club, which August Belmont
purchased for his new race track on
Long Island.
A reporter for the New York Tribune
covered the memorial day ceremony
in Charleston. Former slaves had
spent two weeks digging individual
graves for the 257 soldiers, and the
reporter described “a procession
of friends and mourners as South
Carolina and the United States
never saw before.” The observance
was attended by as many as 10,000
people.
Belmont Park New York may
have the original gates of the
Charleston Jockey Club. But our
commemoration today is more
closely connected to the event in
1865, where twenty-eight black
workmen whitewashed the fence and
built an archway over an entrance
and inscribed the words “Martyrs of
the Race Course.”
Ever since that time, Memorial
Day honors those whose deaths
were in defense of the liberties we
all enjoy as a nation. Liberty and
freedom are not free. They are not
cheap. They are bought with, and

defended with, the price of precious
lives. And we do not and must not
forget. Rather, we are eternally
grateful for those unprecedented
freedoms. And our war dead remind
us of the responsibility imposed
upon us to care for those freedoms
and exercise them rightly.
At the heart of the Christian
gospel we acknowledge that One
Man suffered for the sake of all. In
countless ways ever since, and on
every day, some men and women
suffer, that others may benefit. On
Memorial Day our focus is on our
war dead, those who laid down their
lives in service of our country. That
offering is not ignored or forgotten
in the heavenly realm. Rather, selfsacrifice resonates in the divine
order of things. The Lord Jesus
Christ takes that and all suffering
up into His Own perfect sacrifice.
Our gracious God joins those souls
and their self-sacrifice to His Own
perfect death and resurrection. And
we pray that we who memorialize
their sacrifice may thereby be
strengthened for the Lord’s service
in our country and community in
our own day.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached at Mass in
Mt Benedict Cemetery on May 26, 2014.
Memorial Day is Monday, May 25th this
year.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST
or Whitsunday
Sunday, May 24, 2015
Procession, Solemn Mass and Sermon
Acts 2:1-11 lesson read in foreign languages
Wear RED on Pentecost
11:30 a.m.

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

“Blessed be the Holy Trinity and undivided Unity!”

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:

TRINITY SUNDAY
May 31, 2015
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.
Athanasian Creed
SOLEMN EVENSONG & BENEDICTION
5:00 p.m.
A reception follows this service.

Father Bradford will observe
the 17th anniversary of his
ordination as a Catholic priest
on Saturday, May 30th at the 8
a.m. Mass. Your presence and/or
a remembrance in your prayers
is requested.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
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