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THE LOVE THAT BRINGS NEW LIFE

ince this is a religious
gathering, let me, if I may, end
with a piece of biblical exegesis.
The story of the first family, the
first man and woman in the garden
of Eden, is not generally regarded
as a success. Whether or not we
believe in original sin, it did not
end happily. After many years of
studying the text I want to suggest
a different reading. The story ends
with three verses that seem to have
no connection with one another. No
sequence. No logic. In Genesis 3:19
God says to the man, “By the sweat
of your brow you will eat your food
until you return to the ground, since
from it you were taken; for dust you
are and to dust you will return.”
Then in the next verse we read, “The
man named his wife Eve, because
she was the mother of all life.” And
in the next, ‘’The Lord God made
garments of skin for Adam and his
wife and clothed them.” What is the
connection here? Why did God’s
telling the man that he was mortal
lead him to give his wife a new
name? And why did that act seem
to change God’s attitude to both
of them, so that He performed an
act of tenderness by making them
clothes, almost as if He had partially
forgiven them? Let me also add
that the Hebrew word for “skin” is

a derivative of himself; something
taken from man. She is not yet for
him someone other, a person in her
own right. She is merely a kind of
reflection of himself.

almost indistinguishable from the
Hebrew word for “light,” so that
Rabbi Meir, the great sage of the
early second century, read the text
as saying that God made for them
“garments of light.” What did he
mean?
If we read the text carefully,
we see that until now the first
man had given his wife a purely
generic name. He called her ishah,
woman. Recall what he said when
he first saw her: ‘’This is now
bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; she shall be called woman
for she was taken from man.” For
him she was a type, not a person.
He gave her a noun, not a name.
What is more he defines her as

As long as the man thought he was
immortal, he ultimately needed no
one else. But now he knew he was
mortal. He would one day die and
return to dust. There was only one
way in which something of him
would live on after his death. That
would be if he had a child. But he
could not have a child on his own.
For that he needed his wife. She
alone could give birth. She alone
could mitigate his mortality. And
not because she was like him, but
precisely because she was unlike
him. At that moment she ceased
to be, for him, a type, and became
a person in her own right. And a
person has a proper name. That is
what he gave her: the name Chavah,
Eve, meaning “giver of life.” At
that moment, as they were about to
leave Eden and face the world as we
know it, a place of darkness, Adam
gave his wife the first gift of love, a
personal name. And at that moment,
God responded to them both in love,
and made them garments to clothe
their nakedness or, as Rabbi Meir
put it, “garments of light.”
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And so it has been ever since,
that when a man and woman
turn to one another in a bond of
faithfulness, God robes them in
garments of light, and we come as
close as we will ever get to God
himself, bringing new life into
being, turning the prose of biology
into the poetry of the human spirit,
redeeming the darkness of the
world by the radiance of love.
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
¶ This article was closing remarks in
a speech given by Rabbi Sacks at the
Humanum colloquium convened by
Pope Francis in November 2014, and
is reproduced with permission of The
National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly
as published in its Spring 2015(Volume
15, Number 1) issue.
¶ From 1991 to 2013 Rabbi Sacks was
chief rabbi of the United Kingdom and
Commonwealth. He currently teaches
both in New York and London. The
whole speech is an absolute gem.

THE COMMEMORATION
OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Commonly called Corpus Christi
Sunday, June 7, 2015
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.
¶ Summer Altar Flowers may
be brought to Sunday Mass
beginning Memorial Day weekend. There will be a sign-up sheet
available for you to pick one or
more Sundays. Flowers may be
from your own garden or florist.
We require two arrangements for
use on the high altar and one or
two smaller arrangements for the
Marian altar. We also have some
vases for your use. Come to the
sacristy door if vases are needed.

SHORT NOTES

Theresa’s Church, West Roxbury.

Ñ Holy Days during June include
St. Barnabas Day, Thursday, June
11th, and the Nativity of Saint John
the Baptist, Wednesday, June 24th.
Weekday Masses in St. Theresa
of Avila Parish are at 6:45 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m. Father Bradford is
often the celebrant on Wednesday
afternoons.

Ñ We will begin using the Leo
Sowerby Mass setting (Fifth
Communion Service, 747-749,
with the Old Scottish Chant
Gloria, No. 739) at sung Masses.
Beginning date is June 14th.

Ñ Saturday Anglican Use Mass is at
8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar in St.

Ñ Fathers’ Day is Sunday, June
21st.
Ñ Father Bradford has appointed
members of the congregation
to a parish finance council,
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in conformity to archdiocesan
directives. Members are Philip
Crotty, Margaret Evers, Stephen
Cavanaugh, and Eva Murphy. We
are grateful for their forthcoming
service to the parish in this important
way.
Ñ The congregation’s members have
begun invoking the intercession of
Archbishop Sheen in prayers for Les
Hunt and his return to health. Les
and Jennifer certainly appreciate
the prayers and our thanks too go to
Allen Sloane for coordinating our
effort. The congregation’s members
have been praying this at 7 p.m. each
Friday, wherever they may be, but
of course it may be offered more
frequently

Eternal Father, Who alone dost
grant every blessing and grace
in Heaven and on earth, through
the redemptive mission of Thy
Divine Son Jesus Christ, and
by the working of Thy Holy
Spirit: if it be according to
Thy will, glorify Thy servant
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen by
granting the favor I (we) now
request through his prayerful
intercession, to restore our
friend Leslie Hunt to full health,
that he might walk freely with us
and join with us again in joyful
praise and thanksgiving in Thy
Church. I (We) make this prayer
confidently through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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ORDINATIONS
In the Archdiocese of Boston, the
ordination to the Sacred Priesthood
took place in Holy Cross Cathedral
on May 23rd. Ordained priests were
Deacons Anthony Cusack, Andrea
Filippucci, Peter Stamm, and Sinisa
Ubiparipovic. Congratulations and
best wishes to all.

The Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart
Friday, June 12, 2015
There is no
Anglican Use Mass today.
Masses in
St. Theresa of Avila Church
are at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

THE IMMACULATE
HEART OF MARY

I
To be a priest! A great thing indeed!
The priest will never understand
fully what he is, except in heaven.
If he understood on earth, he would
die, not of fear but of love.
The priest is like a mother, like
a nursing mother to an infant a
few months old: she gives it its
nourishment, it has only to open
its mouth. The mother says to her
infant: “Come, my little one, feed.”
The priest says: “Take and eat, this
is the body of Jesus Christ. May
it keep you and bring you to life
everlasting.” Wonderful words! (St.
John Vianney)

n the month of June,
traditionally a month devoted to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we also
celebrate the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. Devotion to the Heart of
Our Lady is of course based on Her
dignity as Mother of God. We recall
those words of scripture where the
Heart of Mary is mentioned, “...Mary
kept all these things, pondering them
in Her heart” (Luke 2:19) and “…
He went down with them and came
to Nazareth, and was obedient to
them; and His mother kept all these
things in Her heart” (Luke 2:51). In
recent times it was the efforts of one
saint in particular that propagated
this devotion, St. John Eudes (1601–
1680). Through his preaching and
writing, devotion to Our Lady’s
Heart has spread throughout the
Church. In 1644 he achieved the
establishment of a feast of the Most
Pure Heart of Mary to be celebrated
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locally. In 1855 the Congregation of
Rites approved a Mass for the feast.
In 1880 Pope Leo XIII extended it
to the whole diocese of Rome. In
1944 Pope Pius XII established the
feast of the Immaculate Heart for
the universal Church, celebrated
then on the octave day of the
Assumption, 22nd August. In recent
times it is also more often celebrated
on the day following the feast of the
Sacred Heart.
On 13th July 1917 Our Lady
appeared to the three Little
Shepherds of Fatima and told them
“God wishes to establish in the world
devotion to my Immaculate Heart”.
Sister Lucia (1907–2005) devoted
her long life as a contemplative
religious to this purpose, and there
is no doubt that the events at Fatima
have contributed to the diffusion of
devotion to the Immaculate Heart
throughout the Church of our day. It
is an interesting example of private
revelation having a substantial and
beneficial influence on the public
life of the whole Church. At Fatima
Our Lady prophesied that Russia
would spread its errors throughout
the world and She also asked for
the consecration of Russia to Her
Heart as the means of that country’s
conversion. Subsequent Popes have
certainly consecrated the whole
world to the Immaculate Heart and
this is doubtless most praiseworthy,
but alas it is not what Our Lady
actually requested. It seems to me
strange beyond words that no Pope
has yet done, precisely, explicitly,
publicly and audibly, what She
specifically asked for in this regard.
No wonder that Our Lady’s sublime
intentions regarding Russia have
yet to be fulfilled. God proposed,
man disposed.

St. John Eudes never tired of
speaking of Jesus Christ as the
only source of holiness, and Mary
as the model of the Christian life.
His spirituality is summed up in
his own words: “Our Wish, our
object, our chief preoccupation
must be to form Jesus in ourselves,
to make His spirit, His devotion,
His affections, His desires and His
dispositions live and reign there.
All our religious exercises should
be directed to this end”. Like so
many saints before and after him,
he knew from experience that the
best way to do this was in and
through Our Blessed Lady. When
the saint died in 1680, he had spent
his whole priestly life preaching
and teaching the inseparable love
of Jesus and Mary, even for the
most abandoned of sinners. In
1680 he wrote a full-length treatise
entitled “The Admirable Heart of
Mary”.
This saint was a pious priest
and a powerful preacher. He gave
numerous parish missions in 17th
century France. During this mission
work he was perturbed by the plight
of so many wretched prostitutes
trapped in a life of misery, who
would have been so grateful to
escape their degradation. One
day, a loud-mouthed woman said

to Fr. Eudes: “Where are you off
to now? To some church I suppose,
where you will gaze at the statues
and think yourself pious. And all
the time what’s really wanted of
you is a decent house for these poor
creatures.” This reproach struck
deep into the saint. He founded a
religious community for helping
such women, called “The Sisters of
Charity of the Refuge”. His devotion
to Our Lady and his compassion for
sinners found concrete expression
in the corporal and spiritual works
of mercy.
In Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart
we venerate Her virginity, Her
maternity, Her contemplative spirit,
and Her providential role as the
means by which the life of God flows
down to sinful and needy humanity
from that treasury of grace and merit
which we know as the Sacred Heart
of Jesus. In the Immaculate Heart
of Mary, the Holy Spirit prepared a
worthy dwelling place for the Son of
God. Let us also find our refuge and
our strength in that lovely temple, of
which our own church in its humble
way is in some sense a reflection.
In this church, the image of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary presides
over the sanctuary and indeed the
whole building, all our prayer and
all our work. “Adeamus cum fiducia
ad thronum gratiae” (Hebrews
4:16). In and through the Heart of
Mary, we come to Jesus, the author
and perfecter of our faith.
The Provost
¶ This article is taken from the June 2009
issue (Volume 86, No. 1057) of THE
ORATORY MAGAZINE, a publication of
the Brompton (London) Oratory.
¶ The Feast of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary is Saturday, June 13, 2015.
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LAW OF THE GIFT

C

ardinal
Timothy
Dolan of New York
shared his wit and wisdom in
his commencement address to
this year’s graduates of Catholic
University of America. He focused
on living in truth and love. He cited
examples of people who recently
gave their lives for others such as
Clara Almazos, a grandmother
who saved her grandson’s life
after leaving Holy Thursday Mass
by pushing him away from an
oncoming car and taking the impact
herself, and another Catholic,
Shabaz Bhattis, who was killed
in Pakistan where he was federal
minister for religious minorities. He
said they were living what he called
the ‘’Law of the Gift” which could
be further defined by the words of
Jesus, “Greater love than this no one
has, than to give one’s life for one’s
friends”; the words of St Francis,
“It is in giving that we receive, it is
in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life”; as well as the words
from Pope John Paul II, ‘’For we are
at our best, we are most fully alive
and human, when we give away
freely and sacrificially our very
selves in love for one another.”

features the most effective audiovisual aid of them all, the crucifix,
and where the entire campus is
overshadowed by the dome of
the shrine devoted to the Jewish
woman who whispered, ‘Be it done
unto me according to your will,
not mine,’ that I am looking out at
graduates who have majored in this
‘’Law of the Gift”. He contrasted
that with today’s world, stating that
the “Law of the Gift” is “counter
cultural today, in an era that prefers
getting to giving, and entitlement
to responsibility; in a society that
considers every drive, desire, or urge
as a right, and where convenience
and privacy can trump even the right
to life itself; and in a mindset where
freedom is reduced to the liberty to
do whatever we want, rather than
the duty to do what we ought”
Earlier, citing the observations
of Alexis de Tocqueville and John
Courtney Murray that, “an essential
ingredient in American wisdom and
the genius of the American republic
is the freedom it allows for religion
to flourish”, he predicted that “a
challenge you, class of 2012, will
inevitably face is the defense of
religious freedom as part of both
our American and creedal legacy .”

Cardinal Dolan noted that the ¶ This article appeared in The Helpers of
‘’Law of the Gift” is most poetically God’s Precious Infants, Boston Chapter
exemplified in the lifelong, life- Newsletter, Issue 38 (from July 2012).
giving, faithful, intimate union of a
man and woman in marriage, which
I think that if the Devil doesn’t
then leads to the procreation of new
exist, but man has created him,
life. He added that the “protection
then he has created him in
and flourishing” of that union “is
his own image and likeness.
the aim of an enlightened culture.”
(Fyodor Dostoyevsky, The
He told the graduates “at this
Brothers Karamazov)
university where every classroom
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NOTHING COULD
FRIGHTEN
SAINT CYRIL

E

very time in the Nicene
Creed we say “Very God of
Very God, being of one substance
with the Father” we could thank St.
Cyril of Alexandria for defending
the Catholic faith in one of its most
turbulent periods.
St. Cyril defended the classical
doctrines of the Trinity and the
Person of Christ he had learned
from the work of St. Athanasius, St.
Basil, and St. Gregory Nazianzen.
These may just be names in the
calendar to us, but the Catholic faith
we enjoy today was fought for in
ages past, as it must be even today,
against heresy and corruption, both
inside and outside the Church.
St. Cyril took Our Lord’s warning
seriously “Be on your guard against
false prophets, who come to you in
sheep’s clothing but underneath are
wolves on the prowl.” In Cyril’s day
the wolf was Nestorius, Patriarch of
Constantinople. Today we might
name Fr Richard McBrien at Notre
Dame, who The Boston Globe
never hesitates to call an eminent
Catholic theologian but whose
primer aimed at college students
was ordered withdrawn by the
Bishop’s conference because of
the many misleading or blatantly
wrong things it contained about the
Catholic faith. Such a track record
hardly qualifies one to be named
“eminent.”
The Roman Emperor and all
the civil powers were on the side
of Nestorius, but nothing could
frighten Cyril, whose stand was
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militant, unflinching, and unafraid. are nourished by creation, which
The Boston Globe would not call is his gift to us, for it is he who
Cyril “eminent” today!
causes the sun to rise and the
It must be a matter of sorrow rain to fall. He declared that the
and consternation to the saints in chalice, which comes from his
heaven when the Church Militant creation, was his blood, and he
ever speaks with anything less than makes it the nourishment of our
courage of conviction in the cause blood. He affirmed that the bread,
of Christ, or fails on the excuse of which comes from his creation,
pastoral sensitivity, to make Catholic was his body, and he makes it the
teaching clear to those who choose nourishment of our body. When the
chalice we mix and the bread we
not to accept it.
bake receive the word of God, the
We owe it not only to our baptism eucharistic elements become the
vows, and to our Catholic faithful, body and blood of Christ, by which
but also to those outside the Church, our bodies live and grow. How then
to teach as St. Cyril did, the faith can it be said that flesh belonging to
once delivered to the saints. Then, the Lord’s own body and nourished
having made the faithful witness, by his body and blood is incapable
take our rest in Our Lord’s words of receiving God’s gift of eternal
“He who has ears, let him hear.”
life? Saint Paul says in his letter to
Father Bradford the Ephesians that we are members
of his body, of his flesh and bones.
¶ A sermon preached by Father Bradford
on June 27, 2007. The commemoration of He is not speaking of some spiritual
St. Cyril of Alexandria is Saturday, June and incorporeal kind of man, for
27th. [Father McBrien died on January 25, spirits do not have flesh and bones.
2015.]
He is speaking of a real human
body composed of flesh, sinews and
A REAL HUMAN
bones, nourished by the chalice of
Christ’s blood and receiving growth
BODY
from the bread which is his body.
f our flesh is not saved,
The slip of a vine planted in the
then the Lord has not redeemed
ground
bears fruit at the proper time.
us with his blood, the eucharistic
chalice does not make us sharers The grain of wheat falls into the
in his blood, and the bread we ground and decays only to be raised
break does not make us sharers in up again and multiplied by the Spirit
his body. There can be no blood of God who sustains all things. The
without veins, flesh and the rest Wisdom of God places these things
of the human substance, and this at the service of man and when they
the Word of God actually became: receive God’s word they become
it was with his own blood that he the eucharist, which is the body and
redeemed us. As the Apostle says: blood of Christ. In the same way our
In him, through his blood, we have bodies, which have been nourished
been redeemed, our sins have been by the eucharist, will be buried in the
earth and will decay, but they will
forgiven.
rise again at the appointed time, for
We are his members and we the Word of God will raise them up

I

to the glory of God the Father. Then
the Father will clothe our mortal
nature in immortality and freely
endow our corruptible nature with
incorruptibility, for God’s power is
shown most perfectly in weakness.
Saint Irenaeus
¶ Saint Irenaeus (c .l30–202) was a bishop
of Lyon, France, and whose mentor was
Polycarp, himself a disciple of Saint John
the Evangelist. Irenaeus’ major work,
Against Heresies, is a detailed attack on
Gnosticism. Second-century Gnostics
believed the function of Christ was to
come as the emissary of the supreme God,
bringing gnosis, knowledge. As a Divine
Being, He was neither properly human
nor died, and only temporarily assumed a
human identity. Irenaeus, Tertullian, and
Hippolytus were the principal anti-Gnostic
writers.
¶ The Feast of Saint Irenaeus is June 28th
this year. Since it falls on a Sunday it is not
observed.

STS PETER & PAUL

T

he Lord showed Paul what
things he would have to suffer
for the sake of His name. After
that he tested and trained him with
hardships. It was he that tested
him with chains, he that did it with
beatings, he with imprisonments,
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass

THE SOLEMNITY OF
SAINTS PETER & PAUL
Monday, June 29, 2015
“In their apostolic mission, Saints Peter and Paul were obliged
to face difficulties of every kind. But, far from deterring their
missionary activity, these difficulties reinforced their zeal for the
Church’s welfare and for the salvation of mankind. They were able
to overcome every trial because their trust was not based on human
resources but on the grace of the Lord, who delivers his friends from
every evil and saves them for his kingdom. May our holy patrons,
Peter and Paul, sustain us and obtain for us that missionary zeal
which made them witnesses of Christ to the ends of the then-known
world” (Pope St. John Paul II).
he with shipwrecks. He it was that
procured him his passion, he that
brought him finally to this day. One
day for the passion of two Apostles.
But those two also were as one;
although they suffered on different
days, they were as one ....
We are celebrating a feast day,
consecrated for us by the blood
of the Apostles. Let us love their

faith, their lives, their labors, their
sufferings, their confession of
faith, their preaching. We make
progress ourselves, you see, by
loving them, not by celebrating
these things just for worldly
pleasure and enjoyment. After all,
what are the martyrs looking for
from us? They must have very
little, if they are still looking for
human praises. If they’re still

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

looking for human praises, they
haven’t yet overcome. But if they
have overcome, they are not looking
for anything from us for their own
sakes; but they are looking for it
for our sakes. So let our way be
directed toward the Lord. It was a
narrow way, a thorny way, a rough
way; but with the passage, of so
many and such wonderful feet it has
become smooth. The Lord himself
went along it first, the Apostles
went along it fearlessly; after them
the martyrs, boys, women, girls.
But who was in them? The one who
said, Without me you can do nothing
(Jn 15:5).
Saint Augustine
¶ Saint Augustine of Hippo (354–430)
molded the Western theological tradition
with his massive intellect and deep spiritual
perception. He is called the Doctor of
Grace.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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