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THE ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT OF A
DEMOCRACY

T

oday is the birthday of our
country. [The 239th to be exact.]
That is not old by world standards.
But it does allow us to appreciate
our nation’s track record and draw
conclusions along the way. Most of
our ancestors came to what became
the United States in order to find a
new opportunity to live in a freedom
expressed by self-government. That
is democracy. And there weren’t
many democracies around in 1776.
Nor are there today. And one of the
things we all appreciate is that you
cannot have a democracy without a
sufficient number of democrats, men
and women who understand and
value the importance of citizenship
and its obligations.
The citizens of a democracy
are mutually dependent, and the
welfare of all depends upon the
active contribution made by all. If
Christians have no interest in politics
and statecraft all our experience
shows that evil men will fill the
vacuum and evil men will get into
public service in order to curb our
liberties and enrich themselves.
Although non-Christians can
be good citizens, it is Christian
personalism and the Christian

analysis of the human condition that
contributes an essential ingredient
to the proper functioning of
a democracy. It is because we
recognize we are responsible to
Almighty God for the men and
women we elect to public office,
we have the obligation to view a
candidate’s position against the
teaching of the Church. There are
so few democracies in the world.
Our Lord has permitted us to
have the right and duty to select
the men and women we want to
lead our nation. That is part of
the stewardship we exercise over
what God has given us for our
use.
In his farewell address the
Father of Our Country, George
Washington said, “religion and
morality are the great pillars of
human happiness, and let us with
caution indulge the suspicion
that morality can be maintained
without religion.” That is why we
must remain “one nation, under
God, with liberty and justice for
all.”
Father Bradford
¶ The sermon was preached originally
on July 4, 2008.

I

EPHEMERAL
CULTURAL AND
MORAL TRENDS

t is commendable that in today’s
democratic societies, in a climate
of true freedom, everyone is made
a participant in directing the body
politic. Such societies call for new
and fuller forms of participation in
public life by Christian and nonChristian citizens alike…
By fulfilling their civic duties,
guided by a Christian conscience,
in conformity with its values, the
lay faithful exercise their proper
task of infusing the temporal
order with Christian values, all the
while respecting the nature and
rightful autonomy of that order,
and cooperating with other citizens

Page 90					
according to their particular
competence and responsibility.
The lay faithful are never to
relinquish their participation
in “public life,” that is in the
many different economic, social,
legislative, administrative, and
cultural areas, which are intended
to promote organically and
institutionally the common good.
This would include the promotion
and defense of goods such as
public order and peace, freedom,
and equality, respect for human
life and for the environment,
justice and solidarity...
A kind of cultural relativism
exists today, evident in the
conceptualization and defense
of an ethical pluralism, which
sanctions the decadence and
disintegration of reason and the
principles of the natural moral
law. Furthermore, it is not unusual
to hear the opinion expressed in
the public sphere that such ethical
pluralism is the very condition for
democracy. As a result, citizens
claim complete autonomy with
regard to their moral choices, and
lawmakers maintain that they are
respecting this freedom of choice
by enacting laws which ignore
the principles of natural ethics
and yield to ephemeral cultural
and moral trends, as if every
possible outlook on life were of
equal value... The history of the
twentieth century demonstrates
that those citizens were right
who recognized the falsehood
of relativism, and with it, the
notion that there is no moral law
rooted in the nature of the human
person, which must govern
our understanding of man, the
common good and the state...
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It is the Church’s right and duty
to provide a moral judgment on
temporal matters when this is
required by faith or the moral law.
If Christians must recognize the
legitimacy of differing points of
view about the organization of
worldly affairs, they are also called
to reject, as injurious to democratic
life, a conception of pluralism that
reflects moral relativism. Democracy
must be based on the true and
solid foundation of non-negotiable
ethical principles, which are the
underpinning of life in society.
Congregation For the Doctrine of
the Faith
¶ This excerpt is from a Doctrinal Note
issued on The Participation of Catholics in
Political Life (November 24, 2002).

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Here is our complete list of readers
and languages at Pentecost:
David Burt
Greek
Eva Murphy
.Italian
Wilfrid Veldkamp
Dutch
Brian Johannson
French
Anne Johannson
German
Steve Cavanaugh Vietnamese
Phil Crotty
Latin
Luis Biolchi
Portuguese

Our thanks to David Burt who
compiled the readings for the
Pentecost lesson in his book The
Miracle of Pentecost.
Ñ Longtime Notre Dame professor of
law Charles E. Rice died on February
25th. He joined the law faculty in
1969 and was still teaching Morality
and Law through the fall of 2014,
grading papers from his hospital
bed. He was a frequent critic of
the Notre Dame administration and
once called the 1967 Land O’Lakes
statement redefining the relationship

between Catholic universities and
the American hierarchy a “suicide
pact.” Professor Rice was 83. May
he rest in peace.
Ñ Parishioners continue to offer
prayer for the health of Leslie
Hunt, who is suffering the effects
of Parkinson’s disease. We pray
invoking the intercession of
Archbishop Sheen every Friday
at 7:00 p.m. Copies of the prayer
were published in last month’s
parish paper and may also be
found in the sacristy. Please join
us in prayer for our friend Les
Hunt.
Ñ Jay Chin, who was with us
while attending Boston College,
is now in Romania studying
for the summer and sends best
regards to all. In his packing up
to leave school after graduation
he misplaced the addresses you
kindly gave when he promised to
send a postcard! So if you are so
inclined, please e-mail him your
postal mailing address. jscsllm@
gmail.com.
Ñ Parishioner Steve Cavanaugh
was recently appointed the
president of the Anglican Use
Society. Prayers for the work of
the Society are appreciated. To
learn more visit www.anglicanuse.
org.
Ñ We are using the Fifth
Communion Service (Hymnal
1940 747-749) composed by Leo
Sowerby, at sung Masses during
the summer. With it we sing
the Old Scottish Chant Gloria
(No. 739). Dr. Sowerby was a
composer and longtime organist at
the St James Episcopal Cathedral
in Chicago. His concert overture
Comes Autumn Time turns up on
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symphony programs occasionally.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass will be
offered for parishioner Helen Smith
at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 9th
at the Marian altar in St Theresa’s
Church, West Roxbury. You are
invited to attend.
Ñ On Sunday, August 2nd, we will
offer Solemn Evensong in Saint
Anthony’s Church. East Falmouth.
Our choristers will be joined by
members of the Schola Cantorum
of Falmouth under the direction of
Oliver Muldoon. Service time is
5:00 p.m. .

Christ is always more willing to
lift people up than put them down.
Each soul has a God-given purpose
and destiny most of us have never
dreamed and far too wonderful than
we could imagine. But Christ knows.
And He came to lift us to that place.
Remember that it was Jesus who
insisted that the children be brought
to Him when the adults wanted
them kept away. It was Jesus who
accepted the rather extravagant and
messy anointing at the hands of this
woman because it was a sign of her
love, and even when she was roundly
condemned by the disciples’ finely
engraved ethical sensibilities. The
good news in knowing Our Lord
was not annoyed with Thomas is
not only good for Thomas! It means
that you or I probably do not easily
annoy him either.
Father Bradford
¶ This excerpt is from a sermon at Mass
on July 3, 2006.
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CATHOLIC
WRITER HONORED

F

lannery O’Connor (1925–1964),
the award-winning novelist and
short story writer, was an only child
whose father died of lupus. As a
young woman she studied at the
prestigious Iowa Workshop. On the
verge of a promising literary career,
she contracted lupus herself and
returned to the family dairy farm
in Milledgeville, Georgia, to live
out her remaining days with her
mother.
A daily Mass-goer in the
overwhelmingly evangelical South,
O’Connor referred to herself as a
“hillbilly Thomist” and often read
a page or two from the Summa
Theologica before going to bed. She
never married.
Closely observing the people
with whom she came in contact
every day, she wrote stories about
intellectual pride, the perils of
secular humanism, and the violence
of grace that, even today, have the
power to shock.
In “Good Country People,” Hulga,
a would-be nihilist home from
college is seduced by a traveling
Bible salesman who steals her
wooden leg.
In Wise Blood, backwoods preacher
Hazel Motes blinds himself with
quicklime.

¶ This Albrecht Durer engraving of St.
Thomas is dated 1514.

FEAST OF SAINT
THOMAS THE
APOSTLE
Friday, July 3, 2015
Masses in St Theresa of Avila
Church at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

ANGLICAN USE MASS is
celebrated on Saturdays at
8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar
in St. Theresa of Avila Parish,
West Roxbury. Enter the main
church via the pavilion or Saint
Theresa Avenue side doors.

“Jesus thrown everything off
balance,” notes the Misfit, the
escaped convict in “A Good Man
Is Hard to Find.” Then he shoots
the whole family, including the
grandmother.
continued on page 94
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PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY
Almighty and eternal God,
you have revealed your glory to all nations.
God of power and might, wisdom and justice,
through you authority is rightly administered,
laws are enacted, and judgment is decreed.
Assist with your spirit of counsel and fortitude
the President of these United States,
that his / her administration may be conducted in righteousness,
and be eminently useful to your people over whom he /she presides.
May he / she encourage due respect for virtue and religion.
May he / she execute the laws with justice and mercy.
May he / she seek to restrain crime, vice, and immorality.
∕ We pray to the Lord:
± Hear our prayer.
Let the light of your divine wisdom
direct the deliberations of Congress, (and especially of N.,)
and shine forth in all the proceedings
and laws framed for our rule and government.
May they seek to preserve peace, promote national happiness
and continue to bring us the blessings of liberty and equality,
∕ We pray to the Lord:
± Hear our prayer.
We pray for N., the governor of this state (commonwealth, dominion),
for the members of the legislature, (especially, N.,)
for judges, elected civil officials, (especially, N.,) and all others
who are entrusted to guard our political welfare.
May they be enabled by your powerful protection
to discharge their duties with honesty and ability.

Our Lady of the
Atonement
July 9

The feast of Our Lady of the Atonement was
first observed by the Society of the Atonement
under the leadership of Father Paul Wattson
of Greymoor. The Society of the Atonement
brought the feast with them when it entered
the Church, and it is now a memorial on the
calendar of the Personal Ordinariate.

Collect

O

God, who dost gather together
those who have been scattered, and who dost preserve those
who have been gathered together:
We beseech thee through the intercession of the most Blessed Virgin
Mary, Our Lady of the Atonement,
that thou wilt pour out upon thy
Church the grace of unity and send
thy Holy Ghost upon all mankind,
that they may be one; through Jesus
Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee in the unity
of the same Holy Ghost ever, one
God, world without end. Amen.

∕ We pray to the Lord:
± Hear our prayer.
We likewise commend to your unbounded mercy
all citizens of the United States,
that we may be blessed in the knowledge and sanctified in the
observance of your holy law.
May we be preserved in union and that peace which the world cannot
give;
and, after enjoying the blessings of this life,
be admitted to those which are eternal.
We pray to you, who are Lord and God,
for ever and ever.
± Amen.
¶ This is an adaptation of the prayer composed by Archbishop John Carroll for the
inauguration of George Washington. It is found in The Book of Blessings at No. 1965.

SOLEMN EVENSONG
& BENEDICTION

Sunday, July 12, 2015 at 5:00 p.m.
Saint Theresa of Avila Church
West Roxbury
¶ We will take advantage of Saint Theresa’s
air conditioning for this summer service.
We will have a luncheon in the pavilion
around 3:00 p.m. before the service at
5:00 p.m. Mass will be at 11:30 a.m. at
Saint Lawrence Church in Chestnut Hill as
usual.
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AN EPITOME OF HIS WORKS

T

he ancients used all their
eloquence to the full in extolling
the grandeur and perfection of
humanity, and rightly, since the
human being is really a great
miracle. For in its substance we see
two very different natures united in
an admirable fashion. One of these
natures is entirely spiritual which set
many things in motion without itself
moving. It can ascend to heaven
and descend into the abyss without
changing its place. It has room, for
the whole world in its memory,
without the physical presence of the
world. It can unite the whole of the
past into one, without succession in
time. It is entirely enclosed in this
body and in every part of it, as in
its own universe. It is an image of
God, and the divine sovereignty and
the working of God on earth. The
other nature is material, animal,
and sensitive, by which the human
being lives, feels, and imagines;
and in its structure and composition
it is an epitome of this universe.
And the uniting of these two natures
together results in an excellent
compound, which has existence like
the elements, life like plants, feeling
like animals, and intelligence like
the angels.
It is the most perfect and admirable
mixture existing in nature. It seems
that God wanted to make it an epitome
of his works and to reproduce in
it the grandeur of his universe,
in miniature, or rather to create a
new universe and a small world. It
is a small world enclosing all the
perfection of the great universe
with added wonders; a small world
in the midst of the universe, bearing
within itself a kind of epitome of

God in the human spirit; an epitome
of the world in the composition and
admirable structure of the human
body. And in this mixture, perfect
though it is, there is no confusion of
natures: for each remains different
in its essence, its powers, and its
working; but they are admirably
united in substance, and in the unity
of the same person composed of two
such different natures.
In the light of these thoughts it
seems to me that humanity in the
image of God, by whom we are
created, is also an image of the Godman, by whom we are recreated,
and that in creating humanity God
foreshadowed the mystery of the
incarnation.
Cardinal Pierre de Bérulle
¶ Cardinal Bérulle lived from 1575–1629
and was founder of the French Congregation
of the Oratory. Pope Urban VIII called him
the Apostolus Verbi incarnati.
¶ This excerpt is taken from A Word in
Season, Readings for the Liturgy of the
Hours, published by Augustinian Press.

MEMORIAL OF SAINT
MARY MAGDALENE
Wednesday, July 22, 2015
Masses in St. Theresa of Avila
Church at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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THEOLOGICAL
CHAOS

A

mid this bedlam, we thought
we heard a voice of theological
sanity. We began to learn about the
Episcopal Church through one of
my professors, who was an Anglican
clergyman and a persuasive aplogist
for his tradition. (Anglicanism is a
generic term to designate the Church
of England and all its transplanted
branches, such as the Episcopal
Church in this country.)
We quickly came to love the
Elizabethan language of The Book
of Common Prayer, the distinctive
episcopal architecture, the Englishness of the Episcopal ethos.
So we became Episcopalians.
By this time, I had completed my
theology degree and a year of
doctoral study at Columbia and
Union. Ruth had earned a Master’s
degree at Columbia while teaching
nursery school. To prepare for
ordination and life within the
Episcopal Church, we moved to
Alexandria, Virginia. I attended the
Episcopal seminary there for a year
and worked as a seminarian in a
Washington parish. The Episcopal
bishop of Washington ordained
me to the diaconate and later to
the priesthood in the National
Cathedral. In Washington I served
two parishes, one as an associate
rector (pastor), the other as rector.
Three of our children were born
during our Washington years. We
were happy as Episcopalians, but
we became increasingly aware
of theological discord within the
denomination. Anglicans may
claim that they have no distinct
theology—that their theology is

Page 94					
only that of the early Church. But
there is widespread disagreement
regarding what the early Church’s
theology was: One distinctive
characteristic of Anglicanism is
what is called comprehensiveness:
trying to embrace a wide range of
differing and even contradictory
theological opinions within one
communion. The longer we lived
within the Episcopal Church and the
more we studied its history, the more
we saw its theological and moral
fragmentation. (We deeply regret that
in recent years that fragmentation
has greatly accelerated.) Initially,
at Union, the Anglican claim
of comprehensiveness attracted
us. Now we saw that term as
a euphemism for chaos. For
generations, Anglicans have boasted
that theirs is a bridge church. That
means they stand midway between
Protestantism and Catholicism,
partaking of the good features of
both and rejecting the bad. I used to
remind my colleagues that no one
lives on a bridge. A bridge is only
a means for getting from one place
to another.
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continued from page 91

“Can’t you write things that would
make a little more money?” her
mother Regina kept asking.
In the preface to O’Connor’s
collected letters, editor Sally
Fitzgerald writes that it was from
Jacques Maritain that O’Connor
“first learned the conception of ‘the
habit of art,’ habit in this instance
being defined in the scholastic mode,
not as mere mechanical routine, but
as an attitude or quality of mind, as
essential to the real artist as talent.”
O’Connor wrote every day, tended
her beloved peacocks, entertained
guests as her health allowed, and
had a finely-honed sense of humor.
On making a living with writing:
“There’s no money in it and little
consolation except that it looks good
when you have to fill out a form…
And a year later you will get a few
letters from your friends saying
they saw your book for 33 cents on
a remainder table.”

not to talk like I do.”
Swollen with cortisone, her joints
crippled, O’Connor worked fiercely
through the lupus that would kill
her at the age of thirty-nine. She
left us with these words that could
have been written in her own blood:
“The Catholic writer, in so far as
he has the mind of the Church, will
feel life from the standpoint of the
central Christian mystery: that it
has, for all its horror, been found by
God to be worth dying for.”
Heather King
¶ Heather King is a contemplative
laywoman and convert and frequent
contributor to Magnificat magazine. The
Untied States Postal Service recently issued
a 93¢ forever stamp honoring Flannery
O’Connor.

On her faith:

Fr. Ray Ryland “I am a Catholic not like someone
else would be a Baptist or a
¶ Father Ryland was an Episcopal
clergyman who was ordained a Catholic Methodist, but like someone else
priest and who had a distinguished ministry would be an atheist.”
both in broadcast and print journalism
and taught at the Franciscan University
of Steubenville. Fr. Ryland went to God in
March 2014.

On vocation:

“We are not judged by what we are
basically. We are judged by how
¶ This is an excerpt that appeared in the hard we use what we have been
June 2014 CHN Newsletter, a publication given. Success means nothing to the ¶ There is a sign-up sheet available
for you to pick one or more
of The Coming Home Network.
Lord.”
Sundays to bring Summer Altar
On examination of conscience:
Flowers. Flowers may be from your
The twelve-year-old girl known own garden or florist. We require
only as “the child” in “A Temple of two arrangements for use on the
the Holy Ghost” prays: “Hep me not high altar and one or two smaller
to be so mean. Hep me not to give arrangements for the Marian altar.
[my mother] so much sass. Hep me We also have vases for your use.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Holy Bible

Revised Standard Version
Foreword

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

T

he Second Vatican Council
discussed Divine Revelation,
in its own words, “in order that by
hearing the message of salvation
the whole world may believe, by
believing it may hope, and by
hoping, it may love.”
We welcome this American
edition of the Revised Standard
Version of the Bible for the same
reasons. Here is the message of
salvation presented now with
beauty of language and clarity of
expression. Here is the record for
all men of good will to read: the
story of man’s quest for God and
His ways. The legacy, the vision,
the hope is first and uniquely
entrusted to Abraham. Through
the centuries, this precious seed is
nourished, trampled on, separated,
destroyed, encouraged, hindered,
helped, renewed, weakened,
and restored. Always the hope
remains. And, finally, the seed of
hope bears fruit: the consummate
expression of God is presented to
us all in Christ Jesus, Our Lord.
This is God our Father’s answer
of love to our hope.
Love and hope. How appropriate
these two words are in relation to
this present edition. For many
years, it was the hope of many that
a Bible common to all Christians
would be produced. Only love
could bring this about. The spirit
of charity nurtured this hope and
here is the result inspired by the
ideals of Christian unity.
I urge all to read again and again
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Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

these holy words. For here in
the Sacred Scriptures, “the
Father who is in heaven meets
His children with great love
and speaks to them; the force
and power in the Word of God
is so great that it stands as the
strength of faith, the food of the
soul, the pure and everlasting
source of spiritual life.” May all
who read this be filled with the
Holy Spirit. Through this access
to the Father, may we all come
to share in His Divine nature.
RICHARD CARDINAL
CUSHING
Archbishop of Boston
¶ The Catholic Edition was copyright
1965-66 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America.

The Daily Office
The Daily Office of The Book of Divine Worship consists of 4 offices of
prayer: Morning Prayer, Noontime
Prayer, Evening Prayer and Night
Prayer. David Trumbull, a Bostonarea convert to Catholicism, has
made the office available to anyone
with internet access at the web site:
http://www.bookofhours.org.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Elio
tS
t.

d

Roa

Ch

ve
ll A
Hi
Boylston St. (Rte 9)

e
Le

ser

vo

ir R

d.

He
at
h

Re

St
.

.
St

Contra Mundum

ing
ann

ut
tn
es
Ch

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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