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The ThRee GOODS OF MARRIAGe

Suppose on a warm 
summer evening you 

went up to the counter in your 
favorite Cape Cod ice cream parlor 
and ordered a butterscotch sundae 
with salted pecans. a few minutes 
later you were handed a hot-fudge 
sundae with whipped cream and a 
cherry. in a just and rational world 
the clerk would apologize for 
mixing your order up with someone 
else’s and in due time you would 
get the butterscotch sundae you 
ordered. But what if the soda clerk 
looked you right in the eye and said, 
“Yes, you said butterscotch sundae 
with salted pecans, and this is it! It 
means what I say it means!” You 
would be flummoxed, to say the 
least.

it is time to once again trot out 
our little critter the Cheshire Cat. 
He made his debut in the leader 
for Contra Mundum in september 
2011 in an article titled “verbal 
engineering.” in Lewis Carroll’s 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
(1865) the cat declares, “it means 
what I say it means.” so much for 
you when you wanted a butterscotch 
sundae with salted pecans. of if you 
wanted the united states supreme 
Court to affirm marriage as it has 
been understood for all of recorded 

history.

in that same 2011 article in 
the parish paper, mention was 
made of massachusetts federal 
judge Joseph L. Tauro who was 
commenting on the defmition 
of marriage as only between a 
man and a woman. according to 
The New York Times, His Honor 
declared, “There never was a 
rational basis for that definition.” 
That would bring a smile to the 
face of the Cheshire Cat! “it 
means what I say it means.” The 
newsletter article went on to 
give various other examples of 
verbal engineering and quoted 
g.K. Chesterton unpacking 
the deceptive phrase “birth 
control.” Chesterton’s penetrating 
observation was, “They insist 
on talking about Birth Control, 
when they mean less birth and no 
control.”

The question is: why should 
21st century critics have greater 
authority than the early Church 
Fathers? so, with no apologies to 
either Judge Tauro or the Cheshire 
Cat, we prefer to be instructed by 
saint augustine.

it was saint augustine (354–430) 
who said there are three goods 

of marriage, on account of which 
marriage itself is a blessing. The 
three goods are: children, fidelity, 
and indissolubility. augustine’s 
teaching was adopted by the Church 
and consistently taught down the 
centuries. st Thomas aquinas 
(1225–1274) notably declared if the 
goods of marriage where denied in 
the act of consent, there would be 
no marriage. augustine’s teaching 
was affirmed at the 1439 Council of 
Florence. And in 1930, Pope Pius 
Xi based his encyclical on marriage, 
Casti connubii around augustine’s 
teachings. The Holy Father 
declared: “under these three heads 
is contained a splendid summary 
of the whole doctrine of Christian 
marriage.” and so this remarkably 
consistent teaching through so many 
and varied eras in world history 
testifies that the teachings of the 
Church on marriage are not man-
made but have their foundation in 
god who established marriage with 
an unchanging nature when He first 
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created man and woman.

in Casti connubii pope pius Xi 
consistently refers to Genesis 
and our Lord’s own referral to 
Genesis in His teaching. The 
good of children is fundamental in 
god’s plan for marriage because 
in the very beginning god said 
to adam and eve, “Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth.” 
(genesis 1:28)

The good of fidelity also derives 
its basis from Genesis. our Lord 
Jesus declared “Have you not read 
that He who made them from the 
beginning made them male and 
female, and said, “For this reason 
a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, 
and the two shall become one 
flesh.” (matthew 19:4-6) This 
fidelity prohibits adultery and it 
prohibits polygamy.

The good of indissolubility 
is the logical outcome of our 
Lord’s instruction on the Genesis 
declaration: “what therefore god 
has joined together, let not man 
put asunder.” (matthew 19:6) 
The son of god declares that 
no human power can end a true 
marriage while both spouses are 
alive. and by referring to adam 
and eve Jesus was including 
marriage of those who are not 
Christian.

Contraception and abortion 
undermine the first good that is 
meant to flow from marriage: 
offspring. in the world view, 
offspring became an option, but 
not in god’s design for marriage. 
Mutual fidelity of spouses is 
assaulted when we live in an 
environment of immorality 
caused by adultery and all other 

offenses against chastity, one of 
which is homosexual behavior. 
and to the third good of marriage, 
indissolubility, the threat is 
divorce. anthropologist margaret 
Mead (1901–1978), no paragon 
of Christian virtue, used to speak 
on college campuses during the 
turbulent 1960s, when she would 
surprise the free-love kiddies by 
saying, bluntly, “You know, boys 
and girls, there is no such thing as 
trial marriage. The great thing about 
marriage is you’re stuck with it! no 
matter how far afield the husband 
roams he still has to come home for 
a clean pair of socks!”

in his encyclical, pope pius Xi 
declared the state has both the right 
and duty to restrict and prevent “those 
base unions which are opposed to 
reason and nature,” and the Holy 
Father quotes his predecessor Leo 
Xiii who taught in his encyclical 
Rerum novarum (1891) that the 
state cannot take away the right to 
marry, nor can it in any way limit 
the bearing of children. pope Leo 
observed that marriage and the 
family are societies that exist prior 
to the state, which must therefore 
respect god-given realities it has 
not created.

once upon a time then-senator 

Barack obama of illinois seemed 
to agree. in an address delivered 
to a sojourners/Call to renewal 
conference mr. obama was not 
declaring solidarity with religious 
conservatives. But he did take 
secularist liberal Democrats to 
task. “secularists are wrong when 
they ask believers to leave their 
religion at the door before entering 
into the public square. Frederick 
Douglass, abraham Lincoln, 
william Jennings Bryan, Dorothy 
Day, martin Luther King—indeed, 
the majority of great reformers in 
american history—were not only 
motivated by faith but repeatedly 
used religious language to argue 
for their cause. To say that men 
and women should not inject their 
‘personal morality’ into public 
policy debates is a practical 
absurdity. Our law is by definition 
a codification of morality, much 
of it grounded in the Judeo-
Christian tradition.”

Casti connubii and Rerum 
novarum were likely never on 
Judge Tauro’s reading list, or the 
Cheshire Cat’s! But when the 
united states supreme Court 
declares marriage to be different 
than the way god has established, 
its ruling has no legitimacy. as 
they say in indiana, “You can 
put a shoe in the oven, but that 
doesn’t make it a biscuit.”

The 2011 article in Contra 
Mundum ended by quoting 
Blessed John Henry newman, 
and it is an appropriate reminder 
once again. “The mind is below 
truth, not above it, and is bound 
not to descant upon it but to 
venerate it.”

Father Bradford



 Contra Mundum Page 11

wrong.” what changed professor 
Boer’s mind was not moral principle 
or any respect for the sacredness of 
human life, but legal, medical, and 
social developments in Holland.

at the time of the enactment of the 
law, most of the medical and ethics 
experts felt various safeguards 
and proper monitoring of the rules 
would keep the number of killings 
relatively low. But by 2008 the 
numbers of people taking advantage 
of the law began to increase markedly 
so that, according to professor 
Boer, “euthanasia is on the way to 
becoming a ‘default’ mode of dying 
for cancer patients.”

There is also in the netherlands 
a “right to Die” society which 
sponsors a network of travelling 
killer doctors, and, says professor 
Boer, “they will not rest until a lethal 
pill is made available to anyone over 
70 years who wishes to die.” and 
there is more. initially, few people, 
with psychiatric illness or dementia 
appeared in the list of those taking 
advantage of the right to die. But in 
more recent years those numbers are 
also on the rise, indicating that death 
is being seen as a cure for loneliness 
or sadness.

suffering is equated with being 
elderly, lonely, or bereaved.

so the mere existence of such a 
law, according to professor Boer, “is 
an invitation to see assisted suicide 
and euthanasia as a normality. once 
the genie is out of the bottle, it is not 
likely to ever go back in again.”

¶Information for this article came from the 
October, 2014 (No. 204) issue of alive! a 
Catholic monthly newspaper published by 
the Irish Dominican Province.

The NeW “FINAL 
SOLUTION”

A DuTCH eTHiCs proFes-
sor was for many years a 

supporter of  the  legislation that 
in 2001 made the netherlands the 
first country in the world to legalize 
euthanasia and doctor-assisted 
suicide. But in 2014 professor 
Theo Boer declared that he and his 
colleagues “were wrong, terribly 

¶ The nativity of the Blessed vir-
gin mary is commemorated on sep-
tember 8th, a Tuesday in 2015. Holy 
Cross Day is monday, september 
14th. There is no anglican use mass 
on either day. on both days mass 
is offered in st. Theresa of avila 
Church at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

¶ Labor Day is the first Monday 
in september. in 2015 it is sep-
tember 7th. There is a 6:45 a.m. 
mass in st. Theresa of avila 
Church. There is no 4:00 p.m. 
mass on the holiday.

For Every Man in his Work. 

ALmigHTY god, our heav-
enly Father, who declarest 

thy glory and showest forth thy 
handiwork in the heavens and 
in the earth; Deliver us, we be-
seech thee, in our several call-
ings, from the service of mam-
mon, that we may do the work 
which thou givest us to do, in 
truth, in beauty, and in righteous-
ness, with singleness of heart as 
thy servants, and to the benefit 
of our fellow men; for the sake 
of him who came among us as 
one that serveth, thy son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. amen.’

The Book of Common Prayer
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consist of presentations from The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
a syllabus is available. if you know 
of someone who may be interested 
in the Catholic Faith please speak to 
Father Bradford.

Ñ Our summer altar flower chart 
dates are winding down but 
there may be a few open dates in 
September. The altar flower chart is 
available on sundays at the coffee 
hour after mass.

Ñ we will begin using the Healy 
willan mass setting on sunday, 
september 27th. This is found at 
numbers 710–713 in The Hymnal 
1940.

Ñ an every member Canvass 
for the financial support of the 
congregation will be conducted 
during the month of october.

ALL ThINGS COMe 
OF Thee, O LORD

Man, wHo Has nothing 
from himself and who in 

himself is absolutely nothing, has 
nothing to boast about. The apostle 
says very rightly, “For if anyone 
thinks himself to be something, 
whereas he is nothing, he deceives 
himself” (gal 6:3). “what have 
you that you did not receive? But if 
you received it, why do you boast 
as if you had not received it?” (1 
Cor 4:7). saint Cyprian agrees with 
this in saying, .”There is nothing to 
boast about when there is nothing 
of your own.”

But, you say, men do many 
outstanding deeds for which they 
are rightly praised so that praise 
may increase virtue. it is true that 
men do many outstanding deeds for 
which they are praised and honored, 
but in the Lord and not themselves, 
as is written, “But he who boasts, 
let him boast in the Lord” (2 Cor 
10:17) and “My soul finds praise in 
the Lord” (ps 34:2). For i ask, when 
a man makes something notable, 
from what material does he make it 
or by whose power or with whose 
guidance and help? Certainly he does 
it from material created by god and 
not by man himself. The power by 
which he acts is given him by god 
and is not something he produced. 
god guides and helps what man 
does, and without his guidance and 
help man would accomplish nothing 
good. god accomplishes many good 
things in man without man, but man 
does nothing good which god does 
not bring about, as stated in the 
second Council of orange, Chapter 
20. Therefore, god deigns to use 
man’s help in doing good works, 

ShORT NOTeS 
Ñ please welcome our celebrant and 
preacher Father James o’Driscoll 
on sunday, september 13th. He 
is well known to all of you as a 
faithful friend of the congregation 
and frequent participant in our 
services in various capacities. Fr 
o’Driscoll will also be our preacher 
at evensong at stonehill College on 
sunday, september 20th.

Ñ The ordinariate Congregation of 
st. gregory the great is offering a 
solemn High mass on its feast of 
title on Thursday, september 3rd. 
This service in st patrick’s Church, 
stoneham, begins at 7:30 p.m.

Ñ There is no anglican use mass 
on saturday, september 12th. The 
regular 8 a.m. mass on saturdays 
will resume on September 19th in 
st Theresa of avila Church at the 
marian altar.

Ñ inquirers’ classes are offered each 
fall for those interested in learning 
more about the Catholic Church. 
These sessions meet with the 
chaplain, at a mutually convenient 
time to be determined, and 

which he could do by himself, so 
that thereby man might the more 
confess himself god’s debtor and 
not in order that he grow proud of 
himself, but that he glory in the 
Lord.

saint robert Bellarmine

¶ Robert Bellarmine (1542–1621) was an   
Italian Jesuit and Cardinal and one of the 
most important figures in the Counter-
Reformation. This excerpt is taken from 
spiritual writings, published in 1989 by 
Paulist Press, in its Classics of Western 
Spirituality series.

The Commemoration of St Robert 
Bellarmine is Thursday, September 17th.

The WORD WAS 
MADe FLeSh

In our inCarnaTionaL 
FaiTH our god reveals himself 

in the second person of the Trinity 
not as a what but as a who—the 
one who communicates with us 
as one person to another. given 
our limitations as beings, who 
first know through our senses, it is 
virtually impossible for us to love 
an abstraction. For that reason the 
second person, by the will of the 
Father, became man, so that we 
might indeed know and love god 
in the flesh, not restricted to talking 
about god as this or that kind of 
being and to knowing him only as 
some impersonal conception of truth 
or goodness. what we have received 
in the incarnation of Christ is not a 
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philosophical “what” but a divine 
friend and lover who addresses and 
claims us as a spouse. our bond 
to Christ is the intimate spousal 
covenant of matrimony. The more 
i love my husband, my children, 
my family, my friends, who are all 
so evidently part of the Church that 
Christ loves, the more clearly do i 
love Christ, my divine spouse, and 
the more clearly do i see him in the 
people i love.

anne Husted Burleigh

¶ Anne Husted Burleigh is a freelance 
writer living in Rabbit Hash, Kentucky. This 
excerpt is taken from Journey up the river: 
a midwesterner’s spiritual pilgrimage, 
published in 1994 by Ignatius Press.

FAIThFUL IN 
LITTLe ThINGS

We musT Be upon our 
guarD against very little 

temptations, or such as we should 
call little. For things must have 
comparative magnitudes, even 
where our souls are concerned. it is 
no uncommon thing for a man who 
has resisted great temptations to fall 
in little ones. This is very intelligible. 
wherever there is dignity in an action 
or a suffering we can the better brace 
ourselves up to it; for we can draw 
largely upon nature as well as grace. 
self-love likes dignity, and will go 
through endless pain, as if it were an 
insensible thing, in order to obtain it. 
Hence comes the importance of little 
things in religion. nature has less to 
do with them, and so they rivet our 
union with god more closely. The 
conversion of souls, works of mercy 
on a grand scale, visiting prisons, 
preaching, hearing confessions, and 
even establishing religious institutes, 
are comparatively easy works when 

put by the side of exactitude in daily 
duties, observation of petty rules, 
minute custody of the senses, kind 
words and modest exterior which 
preach the presence of god. we 
gain more supernatural glory in 
little things, because more fortitude 
is required, as they are continuous, 
uninterrupted, and with no dignity 
about them to spur us on. all the 
strength we require must be found 
within. we have no outward place 
or praise of men, to rest our lever 
on, and furthermore heroism in little 
things is more a matter of endurance 
than of action. it is a perpetual 
constraint.

moreover, our spirit is more 
effectually taken captive in little 
things. its defeats are more frequent. 
The very continuity of the actions 
forms a linked chain, which extends 
to many things. no attachment 
is to be merely natural, no word 
unweighed, no step precipitate, no 
pleasure enjoyed sensually, no joy 
to evaporate in dissipation, the heart 
never to rest on carnal tenderness 
alone, no action to have its spring in 
self-will. we tremble at such seeming 
impossibilities of perfection; yet it is 
only the perfection of little things! 
Then, again, there is something so 
humbling and secret in little things. 
who knows if we count our words, 
or what feelings we are curbing? 
god will let us fall in these very 
respects to hide us more in Himself, 
and from the eyes of men. we carry 
the mortification of Jesus about us 
unseen. it is a slow martyrdom of 
love. god is the only spectator of our 
agony. Nay, we ourselves find it hard 
to realize that we are doing purely 
for god such a multitude of trivial 
things; hence we have no room for 
vainglory, no fallacious support of 

sunday, september 20, 2015

SOLeMN 
eVeNSONG & 

SeRMON
4:00 p.m.

Chapel of mary, 
stonehill College 

easton, massachusetts

The revd. James J. o’Driscoll, 
preaching

a service sponsored jointly 
by The Congregation of saint 
athanasius and saint paul’s 
anglican Church, Brockton

a reception follows the service

¶Our preacher, Father O’Driscoll, 
is well known to our congregation 
from his many visits to us both as 
celebrant and preacher. He serves 
as parochial vicar in Holy Family 
Parish, Rockland.
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conscious human rectitude.

But in these little things we not 
only gain more glory for ourselves, 
but we give more glory to god. we 
show more esteem for Him in them; 
for there must necessarily be more 
pure motive and sheer faith in little 
than in great things. great things by 
their greatness often hide god; and 
at the best the esteem in great things 
is mostly divided· Between god 
and the glory of the action, and so 
the whole work is tainted whereas 
the littleness and vileness of small 
things, their apparent facility and 
men’s contempt for them, leave the 
soul face to face with god in the 
disenchanting twilight of interior 
mortification. But it is not merely 
esteem. more actual tribute is paid 
to god in little things. in great 
things we have more help given us, 
and we give god less because we 
have to labour less. The abundance 
of grace, the sweetness of it, and the 
animation of spirit from the pursuit 
of a great object, are three things 
which lessen our own labour. Yet it 
is our own toil that is the real tribute 
to god, just as dry prayers are said 
to be more meritorious than sweet 
ones. in great things too we seldom 
have the liberty of acting as we 
please. in little ones we have, and 
we pay that liberty away hour by 
hour to God as a tribute of fidelity 
and love.

But esteem and tribute are not all. 
We sacrifice more to God in little 
things. we think little of little things, 
and so we make the sacrifice, not in 
swelling thoughts of mightiness, 
but out of a subdued feeling of our 
own utter nothingness, and of the 
immensity of our being allowed to 
make any sacrifice to God at all. 
We sacrifice also our self-interest, 

which is not attracted by anything 
in these ignoble victims; and so we 
seek god only, and put aside the 
pursuit of praise and self. we forego 
also the enjoyment of strenuous 
manly action; for what manliness, 
as men count things, is there in 
regularity, littleness, exactness, and 
obscurity? Yet this is the only road 
to solid virtue. it was not what we 
read of in the saints that made them 
saints: it was what we do not read of 
them that enabled them to be what 
we wonder at while we read. words 
cannot tell the abhorrence nature 
has of the piecemeal captivity of 
little constraints. and as to little 
temptations; i can readily conceive 
a man having the grace to be roasted 
over a slow fire for our dearest 
mother’s immaculate Conception 
or the pope’s supremacy, who 
would not have the grace to keep his 
temper in a theological conversation 
on either of those points of the 
Catholic faith.

Father Frederick w. Faber

¶ Father Faber (1814–1863) was a noted 
theologian, hymn writer, Anglican vicar, and  
Catholic convert and priest who founded 
the Brompton Oratory. growth in Holiness 
was published originally by John Murphy 
& Co ., 1855, and has been reprinted many 
times. These excerpts appeared in The 
oratory magazine (October 2014, Vol 91,  
No 1121) a publication of  the  Brompton 
(London) Oratory .

Vatican Insider. Calling human life 
“a gift from god” and “sacred and 
inviolable,” he said, “every civil 
right is based on the first and most 
fundamental right, the right to life: 
which is not subordinate to any 
condition, neither qualitative, nor 
economic, much less ideological.” 
in addition, pope Francis made an 
important statement by quoting the 
words of the second vatican Council 
document Gaudium et Spes, “Life 
once conceived must be protected 
with the utmost care; abortion and 
infanticide are abominable crimes.”

On May 9th pope Francis met with 
UN officials and Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon. according to vatican 
radio, part of his address included 
the words: “Today, in concrete 
terms, an awareness of the dignity 
of each of our brothers and sisters 
whose life is sacred and inviolable 
from conception to natural death 
must lead us to share with complete 
freedom the goods which god’s 
providence has placed in our hands, 
material goods but also intellectual 
and spiritual ones, and to give back 
generously and lavishly whatever 
we may have earlier unjustly refused 
to others.”

¶ The brief article is taken from the July 
2014 (Issue 43) publication of the newsletter 
of The Helpers of god’s precious infants. 
You may contact them at P.O. Box 472, 
Arlington, MA 02476.

The DIGNITY OF 
hUMAN LIFe

In an apriL 11th address to an 
italian pro-life organization—

Movimento per la Vita—at the 
vatican, pope Francis stated that, 
“it is every Christian’s task to 
protect life in all its stages, with 
courage and love,” according to 
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

hOSpITALITY AND The 
WORkS OF ChARITY

DearLY BeLoveD, love 
hospitality, love the works of 

charity. paul said: “Let the char-
ity of the brotherhood remain, and 
do not forget hospitality; it was by 
this that some have been made ac-
ceptable, having entertained angels 
hospitably;” and peter told us to be 
“hospitable towards one another, 
without complaint;” and Truth him-
self said: “i needed hospitality, and 
you welcomed me.”

Consider, my friends, how great 
the virtue of hospitality is. receive 
Christ at your tables so that you can 
be received by him at the eternal 
banquet.

pope st. gregory the great
(a.d. 540-604)

from Homily 23

FeAST OF SAINT MIChAeL 
AND ALL ANGeLS

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

eighteenth anniversary of the Founding of 
The Congregation of saint athanasius

solemn mass & sermon 
solemn Te Deum 

7:30 p.m.

The revd. Christopher m. J. peschel, preaching

a reception follows this service

¶ Father Peschel is a priest of the Diocese of Fall River. He studied 
at Franciscan University of Steubenville, St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary in Philadelphia, and St John’s Seminary in Brighton. While 
in Brighton he attended several Anglican Use services and served as 
thurifer at Evensong when we co-hosted a conference on Newman 
in Holy Cross Cathedral. He serves as parochial vicar in St Pius X 
Parish, South Yarmouth, and is a chaplain in Cape Cod Hospital.
One of Father Peschel’s sermons may be found in the summer issue 
of The Catholic response magazine (July-August 2015, Volume XII, 
No.1).
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


