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WE HAVE AN ADVOCATE WITH THE FATHER

S

aint Luke says the story of
the persistent widow was told
to encourage the disciples “to pray
and not to faint.” But it has to also
be remembered that Our Lord Jesus
tells the story against the backdrop
of the journey towards Jerusalem
and the Cross, and that the Twelve
Apostles were part of God’s plan
in establishing the ongoing work
of His Son in creation. If the faith
of these disciples failed, then the
establishment of Christ’s Church
would fail. These men had no
backup. In Holy Week, there were
no reserves.
So Our Lord’s purpose is to
strengthen the faith of His disciples
with the telling of the parable
of the persistent widow and the
unjust judge. After His Ascension,
Our Lord’s followers would find
themselves confronting unjust
judges. But their situation would
be far more favorable for them then
that of the widow, even though she
won her case and they might not
immediately win theirs.
In the story as told by our Lord we
must consider that the widow was
a stranger to the judge. She was
neither related to him nor could call
any person of influence to assist

her. She was only one person, not
the representative of some vast
constituency. She came to a judge
who wanted to keep her away, to
keep her distance from him. He
was an unjust judge who feared
neither God nor man.” The widow
came to press her own case and on
her own account, motivated by her
own situation. When she appeared
before the judge she had no one to
stand with her at her side to help
with her appeal. She certainly had
no encouragement from the judge
to make her appeal! And she could
only appear before him at certain
times when he considered cases.
There was always the risk that,
because he was an unjust judge,
and only human, she was in
danger of provoking his reaction
against her.
That was the situation, and it was
similar to the one in which the
Twelve Apostles and the Christian
Church would find themselves in
the early years after the Ascension
of our Lord. But nevertheless,
with all of these things going
against her, the widow persisted
in getting the judge to pronounce
favorably in her case. And the
moral Our Lord gives is how much
more shall God’s elect prevail in

the promotion of our cause.
We are to consider that the widow
was a stranger to the judge, but God’s
praying people are His Own, whom
He loves. She was one person, but
God’s people are many, and when
praying rightly, are linked in prayer
to the saints of Heaven. The judge
told her to stay away, but we have a
Father Who bids us come boldly to
the Throne of Grace. The judge was
unjust, but we come to a righteous
Father. The widow came to press
her own suit, but God Himself
motivates and inspires us in our
prayers. When she came to court
the woman had to speak for herself
But we have an advocate with the
Father Who is His Own Beloved
Son, and Who ever lives to make
intercession for us. Whereas the
woman had no encouragement from
the bench, we are told to ask. And in
contrast to a judge who is available
only at certain hours, we may cry to
God day and night. Indeed, in Isaiah
62 we are told to give God no rest!
Finally, the widow’s persistence was
in danger of provoking a reaction
against her, but we are told that our
persistence in prayer is pleasing to
God and that when we ask rightly
for what is God’s will, we are His
delight.
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As servants and followers
of Christ we are told what the
Twelve Apostles were told, to go
on in faith and hope, knowing
that God does not desert His
flock. However hard the path
of suffering along the way, the
victory will be theirs even if the
end is beyond their sight. The
Lord is sovereign.
We do not know the merits of
the widow’s case. Was it just
or unjust? But the answer is
immaterial to the message. Our
Lord is interested in faith. He
often enquired of the faith in
those who applied to Him for
cures. Here again in the telling
of this parable it is implied that
when Our Lord looks down upon
His children, He does not ask “is
there innocency?” but “is there
faith?”
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on October
17, 2004.

RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY
is October 4
During October all Catholics
are called to renew their
personal defence of All life.
This year’s theme is ‘Every
Life Is Worth Living.’
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NEWMAN ON THE ROSARY
“They found Mary and Joseph, and
the Infant lying in a manger” (Lk
2:16)

I

in some way know Him, for even
among the heathens there were
some who had learned many truths
about Him; but even they found it
hard to conform their lives to their
knowledge of Him. And so in His
mercy He has given us a revelation
of Himself by coming amongst us,
to be one of ourselves, with all the
relations and qualities of humanity,
to gain us over. He came down from
Heaven and dwelt amongst us, and
died for us. All these things are in
the Creed, which contains the chief
things that He has revealed to us
about Himself.

am not going to make a
long address to you, my dear
boys, or say anything that you have
not often heard before from your
superiors, for I know well in what
good hands you are, and I know that
their instructions come to you with
greater force than any you can have
from a stranger. If I speak to you at
all, it is because I have lately come
from the Holy Father, and am, in
some sort, his representative, and
so in the years to come you may
remember that you saw me today Now the great power of the Rosary
and heard me speak in his name, lies in this, that it makes the Creed
into a prayer; of course, the Creed
and remember it to your profit.
is in some sense a prayer and a
You know that today we keep the
great act of homage to .God; but
Feast of the Holy Rosary; and I
the Rosary gives us the great truths
propose to say to you what occurs to
of His life and death to meditate
me on this great subject. You know
upon, and brings them nearer to
how that devotion came about;
our hearts. And so we contemplate
how, at a time when heresy was
all the great mysteries of His life
very widespread, and had called
and His birth in the manger; and so
in the aid of sophistry, that can so
too the mysteries of His suffering
powerfully aid infidelity against
and His glorified life. But even
religion, God inspired St Dominic
Christians, with all their knowledge
to institute and spread this devotion.
of God, have usually more awe than
It seems so simple and easy, but you
love of Him, and the special virtue
know God chooses the small things
of the Rosary lies in the special way
of the world to humble the great (I
in which it looks at these mysteries;
Cor. 1:27-28).
for with all our thoughts of Him are
Of course it was first of all for the mingled thoughts of His Mother,
poor and simple, but not for them and in the relations between Mother
only, for everyone who has practiced and Son we have set before us the
the devotion knows that there is in Holy Family, the home in which
it a soothing sweetness that there God lived. Now the family is, even
is in nothing else. It is difficult to humanly considered, a sacred thing;
know God by your own power, how much more the family bound
because He is incomprehensible. together by supernatural ties, and,
He is invisible to begin with, and above all, that in which God dwelt
therefore incomprehensible. We can with His Blessed Mother.
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This is what I should most wish
you to remember in future years. For
you will all of you have to go out
into the world, and going out into
the world means leaving home; and,
my dear boys, you don’t know what
the world is now. You look forward
to the time when you will go out
into the world, and it seems to you
very bright and full of promise. It is
not wrong for you to look forward
to that time; but most men who
know the world find it a world of
great trouble, and disappointments,
and even misery. If it turns out so
to you, seek a home in the Holy
Family that you think about in the
mysteries of the Rosary. Schoolboys
know the difference between school
and home. You often hear grown-up
people say that the happiest time of
their life was that passed at school,
but when they were at school you
know they had a happier time,
which was when they went home;
that shows there is a good in home
which cannot be found elsewhere.
So that even if the world should
actually prove to be all that you now
fancy it, if it should bring you all
that you could wish, yet you ought
to have in the Holy Family a home
with a holiness and sweetness about
it that cannot be found elsewhere.
This is, my dear boys, what I
most earnestly ask you. I ask you
when you go out into the world, as
you soon must, to make the Holy

Family your home, to which you
may turn from all the sorrow and
care of the world and find a solace,
a compensation, and a refuge. And
this I say to you, not as if I should
speak to you again, not as if I had
of myself any claim upon you, but
with the claims of the Holy Father,
whose representative I am, and in
the hope that in the days to come
you will remember that I came
amongst you and said it to you. And
when I speak of the Holy Family
I do not mean Our Lord and Our
Lady only, but St Joseph too; for as
we cannot separate Our Lord from
His Mother, so we cannot separate
St Joseph from them both; for who
but he was their protector in all the
scenes of Our Lord’s early life?
And with Joseph must be included
St Elizabeth and St John, whom we
naturally think of as part of the Holy
Family; we read of them together
and see them in pictures together.
May you, my dear boys, throughout
your life find a home in the Holy
Family; the home of Our Lord and
His Blessed Mother, St Joseph, St
Elizabeth, and St John.
Blessed John Henry Newman
¶ This is a transcript of Cardinal Newman’s
October 1879 reflection to the boys of Oscott
College, Birmingham during a High Mass
on the feast of the Rosary. It was published
in The Oratory Magazine (Volume 91, No.
1121) in the October 2014 issue. This is
the parish paper of the London (Brompton)
Oratory.
¶ The Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary is
Wednesday, October 7.
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EVERY MEMBER
CANVASS IN
OCTOBER

I

n October we will conduct
an Every Member Canvass.
Most if not all of the congregation’s
parishioners make an annual pledge
of support to the operation fund,
indicating what they expect to
be able to contribute during the
course of the year. Knowing this
amount greatly assists our planning.
Making a pledge also encourages
good Catholic stewardship, that
it be intentional and not casual or
random. A pledge written down
does not go away!
The “minimum standard” for
Christian giving is the Biblical tithe.
It is called a tithe because it is 10%
of annual income. It is Biblical
because the tithe is contained and
enshrined in Holy Scriptures. Some
Christians have been practicing
tithing for years. For all of us, it is
the place where we want to be even if
we are not there now. In the view of
Almighty God we can live on 90%
of income.
If you are not tithing, it may be
difficult to begin doing it “all at
once.” Some people can jump into
it because it fits their personality.
Others are trying to get there by
stages. Start where you are. Figure
out what your income really is and
take 10% of that and pray about how
far towards that amount you can
move. And then pledge that amount
and get on with your Christian life,
asking God in all things to help you
grow in grace as you grow in years.
Remember, He is not through with
you yet!
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In addition to our parishioners, our
congregation has many friends and
readers who are interested. in our
work and wish (and pray) us well.
Most everyone on our mailing list
will also be asked to consider making
a contribution (although we’re
not going to stop mailings if you
don’t pledge!). So watch for some
material from the congregation by
mid-October.

Saint Teresa of
Avila
Foundress, Doctor of the Church
(1515–1582)

W

hen young Teresa of
Avila entered Carmel, she
began to learn to pray. Shortly
after she professed her vows, she
contracted malignant malaria, and
suffered for three years. During this
time, a steady stream of visitors
came through the parlors of the
convent. Amidst the incessant
chatter of the sisters, Teresa fell
away from prayer, using her health
as an excuse. Later, she wrote, ‘This
excuse of bodily weakness was
not sufficient reason why I should
abandon so good a thing, which
required no physical strength, but
only love and habit. In the midst of
sickness the heart may be offered,
and it is a mistake to think it can
only be offered in solitude.”
Returning to her previous habits,
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Teresa threw herself into prayer.
Determined to return Carmel to
its foundations, she took on the
reform of the order, bringing
back poverty, silence, and a rough
habit, complete with sandals.
With prudence and determination,
she founded sixteen women’s
convents and seventeen men’s
cloisters in the last twenty years
of her life.
Teresa’s
many
maladies
confounded her doctors, but
never stopped her from traveling
to found a new convent in the
roughest conditions. It was thus
that she succumbed to a final
illness at age sixty-five. Her
writings on prayer earned her the
title “Doctor of the Church.”
¶ This article is taken from the January
2014 issue of Magnificat magazine
(Vol 15, No. 11, p. 111) and is used with
permission.

A STRONG DESIRE TO
SERVE THE LORD

W

hen our Lord brings
the soul into this mansion
of his, which is the center of the
soul itself…it seems, on entering,
to be subject to none of the usual
movements of the faculties and
the imagination, which injure it
and take away its peace. I may
seem to be giving the impression
that, when the soul reaches the
state in which God grants it this
favor, it is sure of its salvation and
free from the risk of backsliding.
But that is not my meaning, and
whenever I treat of this matter and
say that the soul seems to be in
safety I should be understood as
meaning for so long as the divine
majesty holds it thus by the hand

and it does not offend him. At all
events, I know for certain that, even
when it finds itself in this state, and
even if the state has lasted for years,
it does not consider itself safe, but
goes on its way with much greater
misgiving than before and refrains
more carefully from committing the
smallest offence against God. It is
also strongly desirous of serving
him ... and is habitually afflicted
and confused when it sees how little
it is able to do and how great is the
extent of its obligation, which is no
small cross to it and a very grievous
penance; for the harder the penance
which this soul performs, the greater
is its delight. Its real penance comes
when God takes away its health
and strength so that it can no longer
perform any.
Saint Theresa of Avila
¶ This excerpt is from The Interior Castle
(1577).
¶ This year is the 500th anniversary of
the birth of Saint Theresa. Her Memorial
is October 15th. In commemoration of
the anniversary, Cardinal O’Malley will
celebrate the Noon Mass in St Theresa of
Avila Church, West Roxbury on October
18th.
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my art.
If those words have an archaic
sound, they none the less describe an
aspect of the doctor’s craft which in
our modern world is more—rather
than less—indispensable .

ST. LUKE’S DAY
THE BELOVED
PHYSICIAN
October 18th

A

s the doctor sets about
his task he uses his scientific
knowledge and skill. But he uses
it not as one who draws upon a
textbook, but as one who uses
imagination in applying the general
to the particular, and intuition in
judging whether this or that action
will in this case be the more helpful.
This means that his craft consists not
in his science alone, but in his science
together with his personality, his
perseverance, sympathy, sensitivity,
and understanding of persons.
I recall the ancient words of the
Hippocratic oath:
I will follow that system
of rule which, according to
my ability and judgment, I
consider for the benefit of
patients, and abstain from
whatever is deleterious or
mischievous. I will give no
deadly medicine to anyone
if asked, nor suggest any
such counsel; nor will I aid a
woman to produce abortion.
With purity and holiness I
will pass my life and practice

…The goal of medicine is one that
belongs to the Creator’s design.
It is his will, purpose, and delight.
Suffice it only to say that Christians
see in Jesus Christ the revelation of
God, and the healing of the sick had
a notable place in the energies of his
life as the Gospels record it.
¶ This piece is taken from an address
by Michael Ramsey, 100th Archbishop
of Canterbury to the British Medical
Association in 1963. It is part of a
collection called Through the Year with
Michael Ramsey, edited by Margaret
Duggan and published in 1975 by Hodder
and Stoughton.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Father James
O’Driscoll who celebrated the
Anglican Use Mass for us on
Sunday, September 13th, and who
also was our preacher at Evensong
at Stonehill College on Sunday,
September 20th. Fr. O’Driscoll is
parochial vicar in Holy Family
Parish in Rockland, Mass.
Ñ Inquirers’ classes are offered each
fall for those interested in learning
more about the Catholic Church.
These sessions meet with the
chaplain, at a mutually convenient
time to be determined, and
consist of presentations from The
Catechism of the Catholic Church.
A syllabus is available. If you know
of someone who may be interested
in the Catholic Faith please speak to
Father Bradford.
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Ñ Thanks to Father Christopher
Peschel who was our deacon and
preacher on Saint Michael’s Day,
Sept 29th. He is parochial vicar in
Saint Pius X Parish, South Yarmouth,
in the Diocese of Fall River.
Ñ For sung Masses we are now once
again using the Second Communion
Office (Hymnal 1940 numbers 710–
713) composed by Healy Willan.

PREDESTINATION

I

t was only when the idea
of human freedom developed
and was brought into relation with
divine providence that the doctrine
of predestination arose, and had to
arise in trying to solve this problem.
It solves the riddle by denying one
of the concepts and consequently
explains nothing.
The most tremendous thing
granted to man is choice, freedom.
And if you want to save it and keep
it, there is only one way: in the very
same second to give it back to God,
and yourself with it. If the sight of
what is granted to you tempts you,
and you give way to the temptation
and look with desire of your own on
your freedom to choose, you lose
your freedom.
Søren Kierkegaard
¶ Søren Kierkegaard (1813–1855) was a
Danish philosopher, theologian, poet, and
social critic. See also The Catechism of the
Catholic Church ¶1037 on predestination.

Page 22					

Contra Mundum
care protects the children and fends
off those who would hurt them.
If you are fortunate enough to own
this particular postage stamp, hang
on to it and enjoy it! It has a very
great monetary value. It also gives a
very valuable reminder.

Belgium was a Catholic country
when the stamp was issued. It is only
Catholic in lip-service today. People
are moved by different principles
than the Catholic religion. Our
October 28th
United States was never a Catholic
nation. But we have the job today of
ST SIMON
restoring what has always been true
and ST JUDE, APOSTLES
for the Church, and of which we
are reminded in the gospel at Mass:
The patron saints of revolutionaries.
Our Lord Jesus demands faithful
The Church condemns violence, but it condemns indifference
obedience in daily life from all of
more harshly. Violence can be the expression of love, indifference
us, and His description of “ravenous
never.
wolves” implies the great harm that
can be done when false prophets
GRAHAM GREENE
despoil those who trust them. We
¶ Graham Greene (1904–1991) was a well-known English writer of serious
do not need to restore the American
Catholic novels and entertainment thrillers.
perception that children are safe
in the Catholic Church. We need
to restore the fact. And we will do
and
schools.
THE CHURCH AND
that by returning to the gospel, and
The last stamp in this series carried
THE SAFETY OF
living the gospel at all stages and
the highest value. It was and is a
levels of Church life.
CHILDREN
beautiful stamp, which showed
f you happen to be a collector Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of ¶ A sermon preached by Fr. Bradford
of old postage stamps (what Malines-Bruxelles, standing in the on 26 June 2007.
is technically called a philatelist) center of the picture in his episcopal
you might remember a fine series robes. But he is holding his staff in
of stamps issued by Belgium after horizontal position. When you look
World War I. A notable feature of closely, you notice the children,
this issue was that it carried a postal probably war orphans, standing on
surcharge. That is to say there was one side of the staff, and unseen
the regular postal rate, and then predatory animals, mostly wolves,
a second additional value added, on the other side. And as the picture
the proceeds of which went to war shows, both the children and the
relief. If you purchased a stamp in wolves know that the children are
this series, part of what you paid safe in the protection of Cardinal
was the price of postal delivery. Mercier and the Church. The only
The other.part went to the relief of way to hurt the children is to get
refugees, and to rebuild hospitals past the Church, whose pastoral

I
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
Sunday, November 1, 2015
Solemn Mass & Sermon at 11:30 a.m.
Solemn Evensong & Benediction at 5:00 p.m.
a reception will follow the evening service

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

Mark Your Calendar!

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed
All Souls Day
Monday, November 2, 2015
Solemn Requiem Mass & Sermon at 7:30 p.m.
¶ Intercession forms for the All Souls’ Day Requiem Mass will be
available in the chapel during the month of October. Please return
by November 1st.

We return to Eastern Standard
Time on Sunday, November
1st at 2:00 a.m. Please set your
clocks BACK one hour before
going to bed Saturday night.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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