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BETHLEHEM THE QUIET WAY 
“The Word was God, and the Word 
was made flesh.” (John 1:1–14) 

Saint John’s Gospel, 
written much later than 

Matthew, Mark, and luke, was not 
content to repeat the actual events, 
recorded elsewhere, surrounding the 
birth of Christ. John instead gives 
us the implications behind the story 
we know and love so much. saint 
John says “the Word was God, and 
the Word was made flesh.” 

It is a stupendous claim that is 
made in the Christian Gospel. For it 
astonishes enough to consider that 
the love of two human beings issues 
in the creation of a third. But in 
this case, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
gives birth to a new person Who is 
also the oldest of all persons! Nine 
months earlier Jesus, son of Mary, 
had no existence. But the one Who 
gave that little bit of humanity its 
individuality and personality is the 
Word of God, the origin of every 
created being and thing. that is the 
Christian claim. For when saint 
John says “the Word was God, 
and the Word was made flesh” that 
means that he Who is Cause chose 
to become effect. 

This Christian Gospel is no 
heathen story about a human being 

and a divine creature getting into a 
romantic mix up or seduction and. 
producing offspring who are more 
than human but less than divine. 
The fertile human imagination 
has concocted all sorts of such 
stories. But the Christian Gospel 
could hardly be more different. 

in being born in Bethlehem, 
Almighty God did not abdicate 
his deity; God in Christ behaves 
no differently than God before 
Bethlehem. When the Word 
was made flesh, God wrapped 
humanity around his Godhead, 
shrouding his eternal glory. Fully 
God and fully man. the newborn 
Christ child can do all that God 
wills to do. Yet he is fully human, 
clutching a little bit of straw in 
his tiny hand. 

all through the old Covenant, 
the people knew Almighty God to 
be the God of nature and not just 
of super nature. they probably 
did not even think in terms of 

super nature. God was holy, and 
he didn’t leave them alone! that 
is what they knew. those ancient 
hebrews never forgot the wind and 
the earthquakes and the fire, which 
accompanied the exodus of the 
people from egypt. none of them 
needed convincing that God was 
master of the grand gesture. But 
the people also remembered that to 
elijah on Mount horeb God came in 
the “still small voice”. throughout 
history, that has been God’s favorite 
way: the quiet way. 

that is what Bethlehem was: the 
quiet way. and the secular world, 
and perhaps even the religious world 
of first century palestine, could be 
forgiven for missing the stupendous 
event saint John describes in those 
few words “the Word was God, 
and the Word was made flesh.” at 
Bethlehem, God chose to avoid 
notice, and only the heavenly host 
of angels, unable to contain its joy, 
burst forth in an explosion of light 
and song and then had to give an 
explanation to a group of shepherds. 
And those amazing shepherds, to 
their eternal credit and glory, came 
to the stable, and, amidst poverty 
and cattle, saw nothing to prevent 
them from worshiping Almighty 
God. 
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But few knew. Few were in the 
know. But all the world is affected 
when he Who holds all space 
and time in his grasp chose to be 
born at a particular place and at a 
particular time. “once.” in Royal 
David’s city. 

But before we feel sorry for 
having missed the great day by 
2000 years and counting, the 
epistle to the hebrews assures us 
that Christ “is he Who is made, 
not after the law of a carnal 
commandment, but after the 
power of an endless life.” (7:16) 
“the union of God and man in 
Christ Jesus is an indissoluble 
life. Christ will never cease to 
be man, and a human heart beats 
eternally in the heavenly realm 
with a divine and infinite love for 
you and for me. that is cause to 
celebrate! 

Father Bradford 

¶ This sermon was preached at Christmas 
Mass on December 25, 2002. 

Tota pulcra es, Maria: et macula originale 
non est in te! 

Thou art all beautiful Mary and the stain 
of original sin is not in thee!  

[alleluia Verse from the Mass of the 
immaculate Conception]. 

I neVeR Fail to be moved by 
the grandeur of this wonderful 

feast and not least with regard 
to its particular significance for 
this great oratory Church and the 
Congregation of Fathers who so 
faithfully serve it. i am sure that 
everyone present at this Solemn 
Mass is fully aware of this link but 
for the benefit of the visitor who 
may not know, I take a moment to 
recall the story. 

When the major cities of europe 
were overshadowed by the threat 
of destruction during the darkest 
days of the Second World War, the 
Fathers of the london oratory made 
a solemn pledge to our Blessed 
lady that if this oratory Church, 
dedicated to her immaculate heart 
were spared destruction, they would 
keep this feast of her Immaculate 
Conception with particular splendour 
and solemnity in perpetuity. thank 
God their prayer was heard and 
in war-torn london, the oratory 
miraculously remained unscathed 
and we gather this evening in 
fulfillment of that pledge. 

It is most appropriate that splendour 
and solemnity be the expression 
of our belief in this dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception, for above 
all other Marian Dogmas it expresses 
the superabundance of God’s 
grace, the immensity of the Divine 
condescension in the mystery of the 
Incarnation and the beauty of the 
plan for our salvation as conceived 

in the eternal Will. this is not a 
day for any kind of neo-protestant 
minimalism which sees our Blessed 
lady merely as a woman like any 
other and consigns and limits her 
significance to that of exemplifying 
the perfect Christian. no, today’s 
feast opens our hearts and our minds 
to the awesome truth which inspires 
the words of our lady herself in 
the song of her Magnificat: Quia 
respexit humilitatem ancillae suae: 
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent 
omnes generationes. God has made 
in the humility and the humanity of 
our Blessed lady something before 
which we can only marvel. 

such was the reaction of Blessed 
pius iX in the moment of his 
declaration of the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception on 
December 8th, 1854. having spent 
all his holy life, his boyhood, his 
priesthood, as bishop, cardinal and 
pope under the conscious protection 
of the Mother of God, during the time 
of his exile at Gaeta, he spent long 
hours in prayer before an image of 
the immaculate by scipione pulsone, 
and he pondered the challenging 
words of the saintly Cardinal luigi 
lambruschini, formerly archbishop 
of Genoa, sometime Secretary of 
state to Gregory XVi and most 
bitter opponent of the Masonic 
architects of the Risorgimento. 
Cardinal lambruschini had said: 

“holy Father, you will not be 
able to heal the world unless 
you proclaim the dogma of the 
immaculate Conception. only this 
dogmatic definition will re-establish 
the meaning of Christian truth and 
bring minds back from the paths of 
naturalism upon which they have 

ChRistMas FloWeR FUnD 
enVelopes are available for 
your contributions towards the 
cost of greening saint lawrence 
Church for the Christmas season. 
The church always looks lovely, 
but the decor is not free! Your 
memorial gifts are listed in the 
Christmas service leaflet. 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
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become lost.” 

The counsel of Cardinal 
lambruschini encouraged the holy 
Father to consult the Bishops of 
the Church. speaking to the sacred 
College gathered for the consistory 
of December 1st, 1854, pope 
pius iX demonstrated his joy and 
surprise that the written responses 
from the world’s episcopate not only 
confirmed the piety of priests and 
people in regard to this most hidden 
of our lady’s privileges, but even 
crowned heads were among those 
who petitioned for the universal 
belief in the Immaculate Conception 
to be declared dogma. For this 
reason, on December 8th 1854, in 
the most solemn manner known to 
our Catholic Magisterium, pope 

believed by all the faithful.”

Contemporary accounts of the 
occasion record that as the pope 
began the words of the solemn 
definition, he became very pale 
and there was concern among 
bystanders that he might faint. 
Commenting on this, some time 
later, the pope said that he hadn’t 
been feeling ill in the slightest but 
rather, in the moment of defining the 
dogma, God had permitted him to 
look upon the purity of our Blessed 
lady and he felt himself completely 
overwhelmed in peering into the 
abyss of such holiness. 

Following the solemn definition 
of the dogma, the cannon of nearby 
Castel sant’angelo boomed and the 
bells of the basilicas and churches 
of Rome rang out the glorious news. 
The Catholic faithful of the world 
rejoiced, and grace flooded their 
souls as they prayed the prayer our 
lady herself had given st Catherine 
labouré some twenty years earlier, 
“O Mary, conceived without sin, 
pray for us who have recourse to 
thee.” 

In considering the great truth of this 
dogma, it would be a mistake to see it 
in purely negative terms concerning 
only our lady’s preservation from 
the stain of sin, but we should 
also consider that this privilege, 
which is uniquely hers, places our 
Blessed lady at the apex of any 
classification in terms of holiness, 
she is quite simply honorificentia 
populi nostri, the highest honour 
of our race. as Dom Gérard Calvet 
osB, the saintly founding abbot 
of sainte-Madeleine, le Barroux, 
wrote: 

To say that the Blessed Virgin is 
the Queen of the Universe and that 

pius iX defined ex cathedra, before 
one hundred and seventy bishops 
and innumerable pilgrims gathered 
in the Basilica of saint peter, the 
dogma of our lady’s immaculate 
Conception. 

the voice of the sovereign pontiff 
broke and tears filled his eyes as he 
paused before uttering the infallible 
words: “We declare, pronounce and 
define that the doctrine which holds 
that the Blessed Virgin Mary, at the 
first instant of her conception, by a 
singular privilege and grace of the 
Omnipotent God, in virtue of the 
merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
mankind, was preserved immaculate 
from all stain of original sin, has 
been revealed by God, and therefore 
should firmly and constantly be 
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she is exempt from all stain, is to 
establish between her and creation 
a relationship which is entirely 
unique, for the royalty of Mary is 
experienced in our earthly universe 
in such a way that neither her purity 
nor her brilliance are compromised, 
rather in the manner that the stars 
are not affected by impurities in the 
air. 

It is for this reason that we poor 
sinners are made confident in 
approaching one who was conceived 
without sin, for we see in her, in a 
most marvellous way, God’s plan 
of salvation which is nothing less 
than the rescue of sinful humanity, 
our sanctification and reconciliation 
with the eternal Father. 

At Compline, the Church dwells 
on this thought in the last verse 
of psalm 90: Clamabit ad me et 
ego exaudiam eum, cum ipso sum 
in tribulatione, eripiam eum et 
gloricabo eum. here we have the 
assurance that the sinner will cry 
out to God and be heard, for God 
is with us in our great troubles and 
will deliver us from all the harm 
that sin and the world can affect 
and will in his time glorify us. 
Who can doubt the importance of 
the role of our Blessed lady in 
this rescue operation? For did she 
not reveal herself to st Bernadette 
as the Immaculate Conception at 
lourdes only four years after the 
declaration of the dogma, asking for 
prayers for sinners? It is here that 
we understand that perfect purity 
is united to the most tender mercy 
and is wonderfully revealed in the 
immaculate as it is in God himself. 

In matters spiritual, only God is 
truly able to match the remedy to 
the affliction, and in the mystery 

of the Immaculate Conception 
we gaze upon something of the 
perfection of his response to the 
enormity of our human dilemma. 
It will probably not be for us, 
as it was for Blessed pius iX, to 
whom it was granted, to perceive, 
albeit for just a moment, the 
immensity of the marvel which 
God has accomplished in our 
Blessed lady. For us, his courage 
and prudence in declaring this 
dogma should be a consolation 
and an assurance in this ‘vale of 
tears.’ the words of st Bernard 
entreat us: Respice stellam, voca 
Mariam! We look to the star and 
we call upon Mary and we do so 
in the hope that such great purity 
and perfection as we find in her 
may aid us in our own battles with 
the poison of sin and enable the 
joy of this day and our solemn 
celebration to be a foretaste of 
what, please God, we shall know 
one day with her in heaven. Thou 
art all beautiful Mary and the stain 
of original sin is not in thee! 

Monsignor Andrew Wadsworth

¶ This sermon was preached on 
December 8. 2011 in the Brompton 
(London) Oratory and was published in 
the oratory Magazine (February 2012. 
Vol 89. No. 1089). 
Msgr Wadsworth is Executive Director 
of the International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy (ICEL). 

THE SOLEMNITY OF 
THE IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION 

tuesday, December 8, 2015 

Holy Day of Obligation 

¶ there is Mass in the ordinary 
Form in st lawrence Church at 
7:00 p.m. on this day. For anglican 
Use Mass you are invited to attend 
st Gregory the Great ordinariate 
Congregation meeting in St 
patrick’s Church, stoneham. Fr 
liias and his congregation will be 
glad to welcome you. 
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SHORT NOTES 
Ñ Congratulations to David Burt 
who is a recipient of the Cheverus 
Award bestowed annually by 
Cardinal o’Malley upon recognized 
lay leaders of the Church in the 
archdiocese and world. David has 
been a long-time member of our 
parish schola, was our newsletter 
editor for its first ten years, edited 
The Book of Divine Worship, and 
was a founding member and officer 
of the anglican Use society. David 
lives in teaticket, Mass. 
Ñ Many thanks to Father Jurgen 
liias for being our preacher at 
evensong on November 22nd, The 
solemnity of Christ the King. Fr 
liias is pastor of st Gregory the 
Great ordinariate Congregation in 
stoneham. 
Ñ During Advent, the congregation 
is using the Fourth Communion 
service, numbers 719–721 in The 
Hymnal 1940, for music at sung 
Masses. We will return to the 
Second Communion Service for the 
Christmas and epiphany seasons. 
Ñ st John’s seminary is offering a 
service of lessons and Carols on 
saturday, December 5th and sunday, 
December 6th, both at 3:00pm, in 
the seminary chapel. Dr. Janet hunt 
is music director. 
Ñ Copies of the Magnificat Advent 
Companion and a book titled Advent 
Meditations by Father stravinskas 
are available for purchase and 
found in the tract case. Both contain 
meditations for each day of the 
advent season. 
Ñ The Christmas collection at Masses 
benefits the clergy retirement fund 
of the archdiocese of Boston. these 
funds provide stipends, housing, and 
medical insurance for our retired 
priests. please be generous. 

LEARNING OUR 
REDEEMER’S 

LOVE 

oUR journey sets out from God 
in our creation, and returns 

to God at the final judgement. as 
the bird rises from the earth to fly, 
and must some time return to the 
earth from which it rose; so God 
sends us forth to fly, and we must 
fall back into the hands of God at 
last. But God does not wait for the 
failure of our power and the expiry 
of our days to drop us back into his 
lap. he goes himself to meet us and 
everywhere confronts us. Where 
is the countenance which we must 
finally look in the eyes, and not be 
able to turn away our head? It smiles 
up at Mary from the cradle, it calls 
peter from the nets, it looks on him 
with grief when he has denied his 
master. our judge meets us at every 
step of our way, with forgiveness on 
his lips and succour in his hands. he 
offers us these things while there 
is yet time. every day opportunity 
shortens, our scope for learning our 
Redeemer’s love is narrowed by 
twenty-four hours, and we come 
nearer to the end of our journey, 
when we shall fall into the hands of 
the living God, and touch the heart 
of the devouring fire. 

austin Farrer 
The Crown of the Year 

THE HEART OF 
THE LORD 

lonG aGo and far away, an 
ordinary man called John laid 

his head on the breast of Christ and 
listened to the heartbeats of the lord. 

Who can venture to guess what that 
man felt as he heard the beat of that 
mighty heart? 

None of us can ever be in his place, 
but all of us could hear—if we 
would but listen—the heartbeats of 
God, the song of love that he sings 
to us, whom he has loved so much. 

if we meditated on the Most holy 
sacrament of the eucharist, we 
would not only hear his heartbeats, 
we would hear our own hearts 
beating in unison with his. We 
would be united with our lord and 
our God. 

God’s heart is the only true resting· 
place for all of us, the real oasis to 
which God calls us. But the key to 
his heart is identification with him 
and with all those he calls his little 
ones. 

This deep love of humanity requires 
an enlargement of heart that is so 
great that we could not aspire to it 
unless God showed us the way. We 
must pray for that enlargement of 
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

thursday, December 24, 2015 
ChRistMas eVe 

8:00 p.m. 
procession and Blessing of the Creche 

Solemn Mass & Sermon 

Friday, December 25, 2015 
ChRistMas DaY 

10:30 a.m. 
Sung Mass & Sermon 

Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation 

sunday, December 27, 2015 
the holY FaMilY oF JesUs, MaRY, anD Joseph 

11:30 a.m. 
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

5:00 p.m. 
a Festival of Christmas lessons and Carols 

A reception will follow this service 

Friday, January 1, 2016 
soleMnitY oF MaRY, the holY MotheR oF GoD 

9:00 a.m. 
Sung Mass & Sermon 

Holy Day of Obligation 

sunday, January 3, 2016 
the seConD sUnDaY oF ChRistMas 

11:30 a.m. 
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 
the epiphanY oF the loRD 

7:30 p.m. 
procession, station at the Creche 

Solemn Mass & Sermon 
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heart. and we must act by “reaching 
out”—to touch God with one hand 
and to touch our fellowman with 
the other. in this way, we become 
cruciform. 

By doing this, we enter into a new 
dimension of faith and prayer. and 
this helps the lord to enlarge our 
heart. 

Catherine Doherty 

¶ This is an excerpt from Donkey Bells, 
Advent & Christmas, Madonna House 
Publications, paperback edition 1994. 
Servant of God Catherine de Hueck 
Doherty (1898–1985) was a Catholic 
social worker and foundress of Madonna 
House Apostolate. 

A FIRM 
FOUNDATION 

In psalM 101 we read “he that 
walketh in a perfect way, he shall 

serve Me.” it is no good to have 
ideals if we do not have a rule of 
life. ideals soar to heaven, but rules 
are where the rubber hits the road. 
And Christian disciples are very 
much on the road. 

it is the Church’s business to keep 
before us the ideal of the perfect 
life. and we are inspired to seek 
that life when we read the works of 
st John of the Cross. But it is our 
business to translate that inspiration 
into a firm pathway beneath our 
feet, walking so that we may follow 
the glory that goes before us. 

The quality of the road beneath 
our feet determines the progress 
we can make traveling that 
road. Faith is a firm foundation. 
Feeling is not. Regularity is a 
firm foundation; sudden impulse 
and many beginnings are not. 
Regular prayer, regular worship, 

regular meditation; regular self-
examination! A religious principle 
at the core of our interior soul is a 
firm foundation; a little religious 
flavoring in a surface department 
of life is not. 

and then it is from that firm 
foundation, and a steadiness of 
vision which is then possible, that 
we can look upwards to the ideal 
of a Christian disciple. and the 
ideal is always that we may show 
forth Christ in the world. 

st John of the Cross once told us 
that “God gave us his son and in 
that one Word said everything.”

 

God sees his end in Christ. Our 
end is found when God sees Christ 
in us. the beginning which leads 
to that end is a rule of life. 

Father Bradford 

¶ This sermon was preached on the Feast 
of Saint John of the Cross, December 14, 
2007. December 14th is a Monday this 
year. 

siGn Up to ReaD a lesson at 
our annual Festival of Christmas 
lessons and Carols. the service 
is sunday, December 27th at 5 p.m. 
You may pick a lesson, signing your 
name on the sign up sheet and taking 
a copy of the lesson home with you. 
The sign-up sheet will be available 
at coffee hours every Sunday in 
advent season. 

anGliCan Use Mass on 
satURDaY each week is at 
8 a.m. at the Marian altar in St 
Theresa of Avila Church, West 
Roxbury. 
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Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


