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THE WEAPONS THE DEVIL FEARS MOST

ast month the Holy Father
blessed a new statue in the
Vatican Gardens. It is a figure of St
Michael the Archangel doing battle
with the devil. His Holiness used
this ceremony as an opportunity to
entrust the Vatican City State and
all of its inhabitants and employees
to the Holy Archangel’s protection.
“St Michael defends the people of
God from his enemies,” explained
the Pope, “above all from the enemy
par excellence, the devil”. The Holy
Father added: “In consecrating
Vatican City State to St Michael the
Archangel, I ask him to defend us
from the evil one and banish him.”
We know from Genesis that when
man first sinned it was in response to
a temptation from the serpent. This
gave Satan an entrée into human
society, and if we look at the world
today we see that this ancient enemy
of God and man is all too active.
Since his election our new Pope has
reminded us on numerous occasions
of the reality and the malice of the
devil, and of the evil one’s activity
in the world and within the Church.
For the last two millennia
Catholics have taken strength and
encouragement from Our Lord’s
promise: You are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my Church and
the gates of hell shall not prevail

on cathedrals and churches, and
torture and death on thousands of
Catholic religious, clergy and laity.
The last century brought persecution
under totalitarian socialism in its
Nationalist and Communist forms.

against it.” The spiritual forces of
darkness — Satan and his fallen
angels — are evidently no match
for the Holy Ghost and the Holy
Angels.

A glance around the world
today reveals that martyrdom is
by no means a thing of the past.
Christians are currently being slain
on a weekly if not daily basis in the
Middle East and parts of Africa.
They are murdered for their faith,
Worshippers in Syria, Egypt, Iraq,
Nigeria and elsewhere risk being
blown up by bombs parked outside
their churches when they go to Mass
on Sundays. The secular media
seems reluctant to report this, but
charities such as Aid to the Church
in Need do their best to monitor this
deplorable situation, and news of
the atrocities is at least receiving
some coverage in Christian news
services.

To be in a state of unrelenting
conflict with the powers of evil
is normal for the Church. Our
Lord warns us that this will be
so. Soon after His Crucifixion the
Synagogue and then the Roman
Empire unleashed their full fury
on the early Christian community.
More recently the French
Revolution wrought desecration

It would be over-egging the
pudding to talk at this stage about
full-scale persecution in our
supposedly freedom-loving western
world. Discrimination, however, is
a growing reality for Christians
everywhere. Catholic employers
in America have been preparing to
face the consequences of having
to break the law when they refuse

¶ Albrecht Durer’s “Harrowing of Hell”
1512
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to implement their government’s
healthcare program, which insists
on the provision of cover for
contraception and abortion. A
few years ago Cardinal George,
the Archbishop of Chicago — a
mild-mannered prelate who is
not given to histrionics — said
the following: “I expect to die in
my bed, my successor will die in
prison, and his successor will die
a martyr in the public square.”
Recently in France innocent
men, women and children were
bashed up by the police for
joining millions of demonstrators
who gathered on the streets in
support of the traditional view
of marriage and the family.
Hundreds were arrested just for
wearing T-shirts depicting the
outline of a man and a woman
with two children. Meanwhile,
Jean-Michel Colo, the mayor of
a town in the Pyrenees, was told
that he faced the prospect of five
years in jail and a £65,000 fine for
refusing to officiate at a so-called
marriage between two men. M.
Colo said that he would go to the
gallows rather [than] compromise
his conscience on the issue.
As the pressure increases we can
thank God for that promise of Our
Lord that “the gates of Hell will
never prevail against His Church.”
However desperate things have
been in the past, and however
much hardship there will be in the
future, we have His promise that
the Church will survive, that the
Faith will be taught, and that the
Sacraments will be dispensed —
at least somewhere on this planet
— until His return in Glory at the
end of time.
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Very often, however, this promise
of Our Lord is misunderstood, Many
people interpret the statement that
“the gates of hell will not prevail”
incorrectly. They take it to mean that
the forces of evil will not triumph
over the Church. And while that is
certainly one of the implications of
Our Lord’s words, it is not what He
actually says. His promise is that the
gates of hell will not prevail against
the Church, There is an important
difference here.
In the days of siege warfare, the
gates were the most vulnerable
point of a city under attack. Breach
the gates, and you could take the
citadel inside the walls. So rather
than telling us that His Church
must always be on the defensive,
Our Lord is actually instructing us
that His Church should actually
be on the offensive, storming the
gates of hell and taking the forces
of evil by siege. A valid rendering
of His words in English would be
“the gates of hell will not hold out
against [the Church]”.
The Church’s mission is not to
huddle together dodging whatever
arrows and bombs that are thrown
and waiting for Our Lord to come
and rescue us. The Church’s mission
is to evangelise the world and to
Christianise the culture in which
we live by preaching the Gospel
in season and out of season. Our
mission as baptised Christians is
to brave the arrows and missiles as
we build the Kingdom of Heaven in
that part of creation that has been
entrusted to our care and influence.
If we lose sight of this proactive mission of the Church,
the consequences can only be
regrettable. When those of us who are

PATRONAL FEAST

SAINT
ATHANASIUS,
Bishop and Doctor

Tuesday, May 2, 2017
Solemn High Mass & Sermon
7:30 p.m.
Preacher: Fr Charles J. Higgins
¶ A reception will follow this service.

responsible for teaching the Faith
forget that we are supposed to be
members of the Church Militant,
then the Church as an institution
becomes inward-looking and
self-serving. Batten down the
hatches against the storm that
rages outside, and the atmosphere
inside eventually becomes fetid
and unwholesome. The result can
only be that zeal is suffocated and
scandals proliferate.
Our Lord established His Church
as an hierarchical society, with
Peter at the head of the Apostles.
As a global institution the
Church requires canon lawyers,
diplomats and curial officials to
serve Her mission of rescuing
souls from damnation and saving

them for eternal life. However,
when bureaucracy, management
and diplomacy become ends
in themselves and the mission
to evangelise is sidelined, then
something rotten sets in. And as
Pope Benedict XVI once warned
us: “The greatest persecution of
the Church does not come from
enemies on the outside but is born
from the sins within the Church.”
The most appalling harm that has
been inflicted on the Church within
our lifetime has not been the result
of terrorist bombs and communist
jails. It has been the devastating
assault on the Church’s credibility
from the internal abuse of trust
and authority by clerics who have
evidently lacked all sense of the
sacred, and who seem to have had
so little faith in God’s promises that
they have even lost the fear of divine
punishment for their crimes.
During his consecration of the
Vatican and all who sail in her to the
patronage of St Michael, the Pope
prayed that the Holy Archangel
would intercede for Vatican officials
to make them strong “in the good
fight of faith.” In words which
some respected commentators
immediately linked to rumours of a
forthcoming ‘reform of the Vatican’,
the Pope also prayed that, through
St Michael’s intercession, those
within the Vatican would be made
“victorious over the temptations of
power, riches and sensuality.”
These days, when the reform of
any human institution is the subject
of conversation, we expect to hear
words like “restructuring’ and
‘rationalisation’. The Holy Father’s
actions and words in relation to
the Vatican so far point to a much
profounder and more effective sort
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of reform — the reform
that can only come from
interior conversion.

No amount of tampering or
tinkering or ‘restructuring’
of the institution will ever
defeat the devil. The weapons
that he fears are prayer, piety,
faithfulness and holiness. And
this is where we all have a
role to play in union with our
Pope and our bishops in that
perennially-needed reform
of the Church which is based
on conversion and personal
sanctification. As members of
the Mystical Body of Christ,
we each have a contribution to
make. If you and I are healthy
cells in that Body, if we are
full of Faith and Hope and
Charity, then the whole organism
benefits. Through our prayers, our
humility, our purity and our acts of
heroic charity, we shall participate
in a genuine renewal in the Church’s
life, the fruits of which will include
conversions and good vocations.

When Our Lord tells us
that the gates of hell will
not prevail against the
Church, He is assuring us
that we need not be timid
in our pracice of the Faith.
We are called to be bold
in our proclamation of the
Gospel and courageous
in its defence, so that we
take the gates of hell by
storm. If the Church in our
age is to fulfil Her divine
commission, then the
spirit of the ‘Church Bureaucratic’
and the ‘Church Diplomatic’ has
to be jettisoned. Our identity as the
‘Church Militant’, before which the
gates of hell tremble and disintegrate,
must be rediscovered.
It should come as no surprise when
the devil concentrates his efforts
within the Church. Of course he
does. His aim, after all, is to deprive
us of the life of grace and the Beatific
Vision which he himself threw away
forever in that disastrous act of
rebellion against his Creator. If only
he can keep us away from the source
of everlasting life which flows from
the Cross in the Sacraments and
which gives nutrition in the pure
milk of Catholic doctrine, then he
will have achieved his purpose in our
lives. And so it is only to be expected
that he focuses a good deal of his
destructive energies on seminaries,
the priesthood, the Vatican, etc.
If the faith, the integrity, and the
courage of the clergy are weakened
by relativism and worldliness, then
the leadership of the Church Militant
becomes ineffective and the gates of
hell remain secure.

In the Church Militant there are no
civilians, and no-one is useless. The
toothless old widow who offers up
the aches and pains of rheumatism
makes an invaluable contribution to
the war effort. Each and every Hail
Mary of her Rosary is a spiritual
cruise missile that sends the demons
scrambling for cover.
Difficult times might be on the
way. We can be bold, however, in the
knowledge that if we have recourse
to his protection, Holy Michael the
Archangel will defend us in the day
of battle.
The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the August, 2013
(Vol. 90, No. 1107) issue of The Oratory
Parish Magazine, the parish paper of the
Brompton (London) Oratory.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Thanks to Judie Bradford for
preparing the breakfast served on
Saturday, March 25th during the
visit of Fr. Peter Stravinskas to the
parish.
Ñ Thanks also to Kevin McDermott
for his fine work designing and
printing posters/fliers promoting
not only Fr. Stravinskas’ mission
but also our Friday Stations of
the Cross in Lent services and the
Easter Evensong on April 23rd.
Ñ We welcomed Fr Jurgen Liias
as our final preacher for Friday
Stations on April 7th. Other preachers
this year were Deacon Michael
Connolly, Bishop Emilio Allue, Fr.
Stravinskas, and Fr. Bradford.
Ñ
Our appreciation goes to
Corrine Paige who has gone above
and beyond the requirements of
Christian charity in her care and
solicitude of Deacon Thomas
Burke as his health issues continue.
Deacon Tom is a resident in Wingate
Nursing Home in Reading. Please
keep him in your prayers.
Ñ Steve Cavanaugh and Kevin
McDermott joined Fr. Bradford in
reading the St. Matthew Passion on
Palm Sunday and Deacon Michael,
Kevin McDermott, Fr. Bradford,
and Steve Cavanaugh sang the St.
John Passion at the Good Friday
Liturgy. And many thanks to Steve,
Kevin, Fred Brewer, and Ryan
Hawkes who sang a lovely Tenebrae
on Wednesday in Holy Week.
Ñ John Covert has provided us
with some much needed new copies
of The Hymnal 1940. Many thanks
to him for the gift.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass was offered
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for Abbot Gabriel Gibbs, OSB on
Saturday, April 29th. May he rest
in peace.
Ñ On Sunday, May 14th, our
celebrant and preacher will be
our good friend Father James
J. O’Driscoll. Fr O’Driscoll is
parochial vicar in Holy Family
Church, Rockland. We are always
grateful for his visits.
Ñ May 15th is the day Bishop
Richard Lennon became Bishop of
Cleveland (in 2006). He resigned
his diocese last December due to
ill health. Bishop Lennon was our
first chaplain. Please keep him in
your prayers.
Ñ The Feast of the Visitation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary is
Wednesday, May 31st. Daily
Masses in St Theresa of Avila
Church are at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00
p.m.
Ñ Pentecost is Sunday, June 4th.
If you’d like to read the Acts 2:111 lesson in a foreign language
please speak to Steve Cavanaugh.
And all parishioners are invited
to wear RED clothing to Mass on
Pentecost.
Ñ Archbishop Séan Cardinal
O’Malley will ordain 8 new priests
for the Archdiocese on May 20,
2017 at Immaculate Conception
parish, 3 Fayette Street, Lowell,
Mass. The Ordination will begin
at 9:00 a.m..

THE ROCK THAT
FOLLOWED THEM

F

rom the beginning God
created man out of his own
generosity. He chose the patriarchs
to give them salvation. He took
his people in hand, teaching them,
unteachable as they were, to follow
him. He gave them prophets,
accustoming man to bear his spirit
and to have communion with God
on earth. He who stands in need
of no one gave communion with
himself to those who need him. Like
an architect he outlined the plan of
salvation to those who sought to
please him. By his own hand he gave
food in Egypt to those who did not
see him. To those who were restless
in the desert he gave a law perfectly
suited to them. To those who entered
the land of prosperity he gave a
worthy inheritance. He killed the
fatted calf for those who turned to
him as Father, and clothed them with
the finest garment. In so many ways
he was training the human race to
take part in the harmonious song of
salvation.
For this reason John in the book
of Revelation says: His voice was
as the voice of many waters. The
Spirit of God is indeed a multitude
of waters, for the Father is rich and
great. As the Word passed among
all these people he provided help
in generous measure for those who
were obedient to him, by drawing up
a law that was suitable and fitting for
every circumstance.
He established a law for the people
governing the construction of the
tabernacle and the building of the
temple, the choice of Levites, the
sacrifices, the offerings, the rites
of purification and the rest of what
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belonged to worship.
He himself needs none of these
things. He is always filled with all
that is good. Even before Moses
existed he had within himself every
fragrance of all that is pleasing. Yet
he sought to teach his people, always
ready though they were to return to
their idols. Through many acts of
indulgence he tried to prepare them
for perseverance in his service. He
kept calling them to what was primary
by means of what was secondary,
that is, through foreshadowings to
the reality, through things of time
to the things of eternity, through’
things of the flesh to the things of
the spirit, through earthly things to
the heavenly things. As he said to
Moses: You will fashion all things
according to the pattern that you
saw on the mountain.
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CHRIST’S
TEST OF OUR
CHRISTIANITY

to obey the Church. In all cases,
we remember it is Christ’s test of
our Christianity, and not ours, that
matters.

Remember always the gospel
accounts we read were written after,
and because of, the Resurrection.
The Lord Jesus had said the Holy
Ghost would bring the disciples to
a remembrance of all that He did
and said. Tradition and traitor come
from the same Latin word traditor,
and it means “to hand over.” The
handing over of the remembrance
was already happening immediately
after Easter Day.

The Lord promised that if we love
Him and keep His commandments
He would manifest Himself to us
and make His home with us. Little
vignettes in the gospels reveal
the initial error in thinking God is
approached by us and will work in us
in some different way than the way
He promised. St Philip originally
thought God could be revealed only
in some divine theophany or vision.
He once said, “Lord, show us the
Father.” But the perfect revelation of
God was standing right with Philip
in the life of Jesus. The Lord’s reply
was, “Philip, He that hath seen Me
hath seen the Father.” The life of
Jesus abiding with us gives a far
more perfect revealing of God than

The disciples recalled Jesus saying
Christians must be practical in their
love of Him. This was not to dampen
their joy and gladness. But the joy
was to be disciplined. Christ put it
to His followers that His test of our
For forty days Moses was engaged.
Christianity is, “If you love Me, ye
in remembering the words of God,
will keep My commandments.”
the heavenly patterns, the spiritual
It isn’t that if we love Him the
images, the foreshadowings of what
was to come, Saint Paul says: They commandments will follow. In
drank from the rock that followed the case of Christ’s command the
them, and the rock was Christ. After converse is also true. “If ye keep
speaking of the things that are in the My commandments, ye shall abide
law he continues: All these things in My love.” In this way Our
happened to them as symbols: they Lord was excluding no one who
were written to instruct us, on whom would follow Him. Both types of
Christian temperament are included
the end of the ages has come.
in the invitation: the lovers and the
Through foreshadowings of the
legalists. Those who are disposed by
future they were learning reverence
personality to obedience must learn
for God and perseverance in his
to be lovers. Those who may be
service. The law was therefore a
easily moved to love of Christ and
school of instruction for them, and a
serve their fellow man must learn to
prophecy of what was to come.
obey the commandments laid down
Saint Irenaeus in His gospel and Church. We have
¶St Irenaeus (c.130–200) was bishop of all known Christians whose idea
Lyons, as a boy knew Polycarp, bishop of of bedside reading is canon law!
Smyrna and himself a disciple of the Apostle Perhaps they need to lighten up.
John. He was an outstanding theologian And we know Christian free spirits
and this excerpt is taken from his major
who need to constrain themselves
work, the treatise Against Heresies.

ANGLICAN USE
MASS
ON SATURDAY
8:00 a.m.
at the Marian Altar
St Theresa of Avila Church
¶ Please note no Mass on May 13th
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any apparitions or visions. That is
how God works, and we must not
look elsewhere.
Another apostle, St Thomas, once
said to Jesus, “How can we know
the way that leads to eternal life?”
And the Lord responded, “I am
the way, the truth, and the life.”
As disciples of Christ the apostles,
and we too, must learn the Master’s
lessons of obedience and love and
receptiveness. And that is what St
Thomas did. He kept mulling over
the Lord’s answer, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life.” St Thomas
did two things. He assimilated
what he was told, and he remained
close to Jesus. And then one day in
the Upper Room eight days after
the Resurrection it all came to full
bloom in the great confession of
Saint Thomas. In addressing the
Risen Lord, Thomas went further
than anyone else had up to that
time, and declared, “My Lord, and
My God.”
So the path of our discipleship is
clear. Why should we ever make
it more difficult? In whatever
circumstances of our lives and
personalities, we are to love the
Lord and keep His commandments,
thereby providing Him the home
He said He would make in those
who do so. This is the way our lives
come under the dominion of Christ’s
gracious sovereignty and enjoy the
Peace He promises.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached on The Sixth Sunday
of Easter, May 1, 2016.
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THE VISIBLE
IMAGE

W

hen Plato says thatit is ‘difficult to see the
Maker and Father of the universe’,
we Christians agree with him. And
yet he can be seen; for it is written,
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God’ (Matt. 5.8).
Moreover, he who is the image of
the invisible God has said, ‘He who
has seen me has seen the Father.’
No one of intelligence would
claim that Jesus was here referring
merely to his physical body which
was visible to everyone. No: he
meant that he is the only-begotten
divine Son of God, the ‘first-born of
all creation’ (Col. 1:15), the Word
made flesh; and so anyone who sees
the image of the invisible God will
in this way come to know the Maker
and Father of the Universe.

that these outward signs make our
prayer more effectual with God, for
God is a searcher of hearts and he
is not moved by outward signs. But
these actions are done, or ought to
be done, so that you may know that
body and soul are united in prayer:
for through the outer outward
actions the body is conformed to
the soul; and also that you, on your
side, ought to help yourself to the
utmost of your power; and then God
will help you too. For he inspires
you, and you ought to recognize
his inspirations, and help yourself
by following them; and you ought
not to pray for yourself only, but for
others also.
Saint Bernardino of Siena
¶St Bernardino (1380–1444) was a
Franciscan friar best remembered for his
propagation of devotion to the Holy Name
of Jesus. In this excerpt he was preaching
on John 11:41, “Jesus raised his eyes to
heaven.”

Origen St Bernardino’s feast day is May 20th.
¶ Origen (184/5–253/4) was an early
church father who was never canonized
because some of his teachings were rejected
by Christian orthodoxy. Origen is, however,
regarded as one of the most influential
figures in early Christian asceticism. In this
excerpt Origen takes as his text John 14:9
“Have I been with you so long, and yet you
do not know me, Philip? He who has seen
me has seen the Father.”
The Feast of SS Philip & James is May 3rd.

USING OUTWARD
ACTIONS

B

y this action Christ our
Master teaches us how in
prayer weought to use gestures by
which the mind may be moved and
uplifted, as we raise our eyes above,
and join our hands, and bend our
knees, using outward actions. Not

ASCENSION DAY
Ascension Day Vigil Mass
Wednesday, May 24, 2017
7:30 p.m.
¶ This Mass fulfulls the
Obligation.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston St.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
Regina Cœli
From Easter Day until the Saturday following Pentecost
Joy to thee, O Queen of heaven: alleluia.
He whom thou wast meet to bear: alleluia.
As he promised hath arisen: alleluia.
Pour for us to Him thy prayer: alleluia.
∕ Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
± For the Lord hath arisen indeed, alleluia.
Let us pray,
O God, who by the resurrection of thy Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, hast vouchsafed to give joy to the whole world, grant,
we beseech Thee, that through his Mother, the Virgin Mary,
we may obtain the joys of everlasting life. Through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the Undercroft after Mass

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SUMMER FLOWERS
Our sign up for summer altar flowers
will begin Memorial Day weekend.
A sign-up chart will be available May
28th. You may bring arrangements· from
your garden or a florist. We require two
large arrangements for the high altar
or either one or two smaller vases for
the Marian altar. Be sure to sign up to
avoid duplication of flowers one week
and none the next. After Mass you may
take your flowers home to enjoy. Many
thanks.

MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 29, 2017
¶ There are Memorial Day
Masses at 10:00 a.m.
in St Joseph’s Cemetery and
Mt Benedict Cemetery
in West Roxbury
Check for Masses in your area
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.

Low
ell L

.
St
th
a
He

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

ane

St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

