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A FULL REVEALING

We OfTen SAy 
that the Church’s 

teaching on the Holy 
Trinity, while nascent 
and implicit in the Holy 
Scriptures, only came to 
full bloom of expression 
after several centuries of 
reflection, and all under 
the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit had, 
after all, been promised by 
Our Lord to His Church to 
lead and guide her into all 
truth. 

But if you had to point 
to one passage in the new 
Testament that comes as 
close as any to the full 
revealing of One God in 
Three Persons, it might 
be today’s gospel. [This 
Sermon was preached 
originally in Saint 
Theresa of Avila Parish on 
Wednesday, March 9, 2005. The text 
was John 5:17–30.]

Jesus says, “the Son can do nothing 
of Himself except what He seeth 
the father do, for the father loveth 
the Son and showeth Him all things 
that Himself doeth.” This statement 
is really a compact theological 
document. The Son does what the 
father does, and the father’s love, 

which is the Holy Spirit, shows 
the Son all things. 

So Our Lord is expressing in 
simple words the absolute unity 
of Will and Mind in the Three 
Persons of the Godhead. And 
when Jesus says this, He is not 
revealing a limitation in the Son’s 
power, but rather showing us an 

attribute of His Character 
as the Second Person of 
the Holy Trinity. 

In the same instruction, 
Jesus says “I can of Mine 
Own Self do nothing; as 
I hear, I judge.” Again 
the Lord is asserting His 
essential Oneness with 
the father. 

That Christ Jesus 
has limitless power is 
revealed in Christ’s 
statement “no one taketh 
My Life from Me, but I 
lay it down of Myself” 
Only God can control 
His Own fate. Our Lord 
can say this because He 
is the Second Person 
of the Holy Trinity. 
But He only says it 
once, and even here 
adds immediately that 

everything He did would be done 
under His father’s commandment. 

So here we have a look into the 
workings of the greatest mystery of 
our faith, the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity: three distinct Persons, yet 
One in Will and Mind because in 
Divine Love. 

father Bradford 

¶ Albrecht Durer’s “Mass of St. Gregory”
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of a guilty conscience, the rights 
of someone more powerful, an 
attack from one who is stronger, 
sickness, encountering a wild 
beast, suffering evil in any form. 
This kind of fear is not taught: 
it happens because we are weak. 
We do not have to learn what we 
should fear; objects of fear bring 
their own terror with them. 

But of the fear of the Lord this 
is what is written: Come, my 
children, listen to me, I shall teach 
you the fear of the Lord. The fear 
of the Lord has then to be learned 
because it can be taught. It does 
not lie in terror, but in something 
that can be taught. It does not arise 
from the fearfulness of our nature; 
it has to be acquired by obedience 
to the commandments, by holiness 
of life and by knowledge of the 
truth. 

for us the fear of God consists 
wholly in love, and perfect love 
of God brings our fear of him 
to its perfection. Our love for 
God is entrusted with its own 
responsibility: to observe his 
counsels, to obey his laws, to 
trust his promises. Let us hear 
what Scripture says: And now, 
Israel, what does the Lord your 
God ask of you except to fear the 
Lord your God and walk in all his 
ways and love him and keep his 
commandments with your whole 
heart and your whole soul, so that 
it may be well for you? 

The ways of the Lord are many, 
though he is himself the way. 
When he speaks of himself he 
calls himself the way and shows us 
the reason why he called himself 
the way: No one can come to the 
Father except through me. 

for it as for treasure, then you will 
understand the fear of the Lord. We 
see here the difficult journey we 
must undertake before we can arrive 
at the fear of the Lord. 

We must begin by crying out for 
wisdom. We must hand over to our 
intellect the duty of making every 
decision. We must look for wisdom 
and search for it. Then we must 
understand the fear of the Lord. 

“fear” is not to be taken in the sense 
that common usage gives it. fear in 
this ordinary sense is the trepidation 
our weak humanity fears when it 
is afraid of suffering something it 
does not want to happen. We are 
afraid, or are made afraid, because 

THE FEAR OF 
THE LORD 

BLeSSeD Are ThoSe who 
fear the Lord, who walk 

in his ways. notice that when 
Scripture. speaks of the fear of 
the Lord it does not leave the 
phrase in isolation, as if it were 
a complete summary of faith. 
no; many things are added to it, 
or are presupposed by it. from 
these we may learn its meaning 
and excellence. In the book of 
Proverbs Solomon tells us: if you 
cry out for wisdom and raise your 
voice for understanding, if you 
look for it as for silver and search 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST 
Sunday, June 4, 2017 

11:30 a.m. 
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon 

Acts 2:1-11 lesson reading in foreign tongues 
wear reD to Mass on Pentecost 

¶ At 4:00 p.m. this afternoon 
SOLeMn eVenSOnG & SeRMOn 

Saint Paul’s Anglican Church 
Brockton, Mass. 

¶ Bishop Hiles has invited Father Bradford to be the officiant at this service and 
members of our schola will join the St. Paul’s Choir to sing evensong. This service is 
the last event in a weekend celebration at St. Paul’s dedicating a new church building. 
We are all invited to attend. 
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We must ask for these many ways, 
we must travel along these many 
ways, to find the one that is good. 
That is, we shall find the one way 
of eternal life through the guidance 
of many teachers. These ways are 
found in the law, in the prophets, 
in the gospels, in the writings of 
the apostles, in the different good 
works by which we fulfill the 
commandments. Blessed are those 
who walk these ways in the fear of 
the Lord. 

Saint Hilary 

¶ Saint hilary (c.315–c.368) was bishop 
of Poitiers and praised by Augustine and 
Jerome as “the illustrious teacher of the 
churches.” This excerpt is taken from his 
treatise on the Psalms. hilary was named 
a Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius IX 
in 1851.

THE BODY THAT 
GIVES LIFE 

fReSH fROM THe WATeRS 
and replendent in these 

garments, God’s holy people hasten 
to the altar of Christ, saying: I will 
go in to the altar of God, to God who 
gives joy to my youth. They have 
sloughed off the old skin of error, 
their youth renewed like an eagle’s, 
and they make haste to approach that 
heavenly banquet. They come and, 
seeing the sacred altar prepared, 
cry out: You have prepared a table 
in my sight. David puts these words 
into their mouths: The Lord is 
my shepherd and nothing will be 
lacking to me. he has set me down 
beside refreshing water. further on, 
we read: For though I should walk 
in the midst of the shadow of death, 
I shall not be afraid of evils, for you 
are with me. You have prepared in 
my sight a table against those who 
afflict me. You have made my head 
rich in oil, and your cup, which 
exhilarates, how excellent it is.

It is wonderful that God rained 
down manna on our fathers and 
they were fed with daily food from 
heaven. And so it is written: Man ate 
the bread of angels. yet those who 
ate that bread all died in the desert. 
But the food that you receive, that 
living bread which came down from 
heaven, supplies the very substance 
of eternal life, and whoever will eat 
it will never die, for it is the body of 
Christ.

Consider now which is the more 
excellent: the bread of angels or the 
flesh of Christ, which is indeed the 
body that gives life. The first was 
manna from heaven, the second 
is above the heavens. One was of 

heaven, the other is the Lord of the 
heavens; one subject to corruption 
if it was kept till the morrow, the 
other free from all corruption, for 
if anyone tastes of it with reverence 
he will be incapable of corruption. 
For our fathers, water flowed from 
the rock; for you, blood flows from 
Christ. Water satisfied their thirst 
for a time; blood cleanses you for 
ever. The Jew drinks and still thirsts, 
but when you drink you will be 
incapable of thirst. What happened 
in symbol is now fulfilled in reality.

If what you marvel at is a shadow, 
how great is the reality whose very 
shadow you marvel at. Listen to this, 
which shows that what happened in 
the time of our fathers was but a 
shadow. They drank, it is written, 
from the rock that followed them, 
and the rock was Christ. All this took 
place as a symbol for us. you know 
now what is more excellent: light is 
preferable to its shadow, reality to 
its symbol, the body of the Giver to 
the manna he gave from heaven.

Saint Ambrose

¶ Saint Ambrose (339–397) was bishop 
of Milan, played a crucial role in the 
conversion of St. Augustine, and made 
the emperor Theodosius do penance for 
ordering a massacre. This excerpt is taken 
from the treatise on the Mysteries.

THE FIRST SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST, OR 

TRINITY SUNDAY

Sunday, June 11, 2017

11:30 a.m.
Solemn Mass & Sermon

Athanasian Creed

SOLEMNITY OF  
CORPUS CHRISTI 

Sunday, June 18, 2017 
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

11:30 a.m. 
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June 18th. Both priests are good 
friends of our congregation and 
known to all. 

Ñ Congratulations to fr. frank 
Lioi, Pastor of St. Mary’s Church, 
Auburn, new york, on his 
golden jubilee of ordination as 
a priest. There is a special Mass 
of Thanksgiving on June 11th. fr. 
Lioi is a friend of fr. Bradford’s 
and hosted Anglican Use Masses 
and evensongs in his Rochester, 
ny parish many times. Ad multos 
annos! 

SHORT NOTES 
Ñ Last call for readers of the Acts 
2:1–11 Lesson in a foreign language 
at Mass on Pentecost. If you want 
to offer to read please see Steve 
Cavanaugh for details. 

Ñ Our thanks go to fr. Charles 
J. Higgins for being our preacher 
at Mass on our patronal feast, St 
Athanasius Day, May 2nd. fr. Higgins 
is pastor of Mary Immaculate of 
Lourdes Parish, newton. 

Ñ Thanks also to Judie Bradford 
and Cindi McDermott who provided 
the reception after the evening Mass 
on May 2nd. 

Ñ Anglican Use Mass is offered on 
Saturdays at 8 a.m. in St Theresa of 
Avila Church, West Roxbury. Please 
note there is no Mass on June 10th 
and June 17th. 

Ñ Please continue to keep 
parishioner Leslie Hunt in your 
prayers. Les and Jennifer are 
occasionally able to get to Mass in 
Chestnut Hill from their home in 
Shirley, and stay for the reception. 
It is always good to have them 
with us. Before his illness Les was 
a faithful member of our parish 
schola. Several years back we 
began offering a specific prayer 
every friday at 7:00 p.m. Copies are 
available.

Ñ On June 25th we will begin 
singing the fifth Communion 
Service at sung Masses. The setting 
is numbered 747–749 in The 
hymnal 1940. With it we sing the 
“Old Scottish Chant” Gloria, #739. 

Ñ We welcome fr. James J. 
O’Driscoll as celebrant and preacher 
at Sunday Mass on June 11th and fr. 
Jurgen Liias in the same capacity on 

obvious he enjoyed the work as 
much as I did. My zest, however 
great, could not equal his ... 

Austin farrer 

¶ Austin Farrer (1904–1968) was an 
Anglican clergyman and theologian, much 
respected in the Catholic Church. This 
excerpt is taken from The end of Man, a 
selection of his sermons published in 1973 
by SPCK, and which appeared in the June 
2006 issue of this parish paper. 

¶ Fathers’ Day is Sunday, June 18th. 

FATHERS 

By SITTInG LATe over 
Greek print in a badly lighted 

library, I finished my eyes and 
Schools together. I was forbidden 
to read for three months. not read 
for three months? What was I to 
do? ‘Look,’ said my father, ‘the 
fence round the garden is falling 
to pieces, we’ll replace it. We’ll 
do it in oak; and we won’t buy 
the uprights ready slotted, we’ll 
cut them out with hand tools.’ 
So we made that solid oak paling 
right round the garden, my father 
and I. I wonder whether it still 
stands? The weeks flew by, the 
long sunshiny days of satisfying 
manual labour. I never had a 
happier summer than that summer 
I was supposed to be blind. There 
was the pleasure of doing a great 
work, and overcoming hourly 
difficulties. But above all, there 
was the pleasure of working with 
my father, who did not make 
himself the boss - he accepted me 
as an equal. All the time there was 
the feeling of his kindness, who 
had undertaken such a labour to 
keep me cheerful; but there was 
nothing indebting in it, it was so 

For a Blessing on the Families of 
the Land. 

ALMIGHTy God, our heavenly 
father, who settest the solitary 
in families; We commend to 
thy continual care the homes 
in which thy people dwell. 
Put far from them, we beseech 
thee, every root of bitterness, 
the desire of vainglory, and the 
pride of life. fill them with faith, 
virtue, knowledge, temperance, 
patience, godliness. Knit together 
in constant affection those who, 
in holy wedlock, have been 
made one flesh; turn the heart of 
the fathers to the children, and 
the heart of the children to the 
fathers; and so enkindle fervent 
charity among us all, that we be 
evermore kindly affectioned with 
brotherly love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Book of Common Prayer
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THE  
SACRED HEART 

OF JESUS
¶ The Solemnity of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus is friday, 
June 23rd. Masses in St. Theresa 
of Avila Parish are at 6:45 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m.

LETTER OF JOHN 
PAUL II ON THE 
SACRED HEART 
On the occasion of the third 
Centenary of the death of Saint 
Margaret Mary 

To Bishop Raymond Seguy 
BISHOP Of AUTUn, CHALOn 
AnD MACOn 

“THe THIRD CenTenARy 
of the death of Saint 

Margaret Mary, canonized by my 
predecessor Benedict XV in 1920, 
recalls the memory of one who, 
from 1673 to 1675, was favored 
with appearances of the Lord Jesus 
and was entrusted with a message 
whose widespread influence in the 
Church has been tremendous. It was 
during the Octave of Corpus Christi 
in 1675, in that Grand Century, 
when so many writers and artists 
penetrated the riches of the human 
soul, that the young Visitandine 
of Paray-le-Monial heard these 
bewildering words: 

“Behold this heart which has so 
loved human beings and which 
has spared itself nothing even to 
exhausting and spending itself to 
give witness to this love; and in 
recompense for the most part I have 
received only ingratitude.” 

When I was on pilgrimage in 1986 
to the tomb of Margaret Mary, I 
asked, in the spirit of what has been 
handed down in the Church, that 
veneration of the Sacred heart be 
faithfully restored. for it is in the 
Heart of Christ that the human heart 
learns to know the true and unique 
meaning of its life and destiny; it is 
in the Heart of Christ that the human 
heart receives its capacity to love. 

Saint Margaret Mary learned the 
grace of loving by means of the cross. 
In it she delivers to us a message 
that is ever relevant. It is necessary, 
she says, “to make ourselves living 
copies of our crucified Spouse, by 
expressing Him in ourselves in all 
our actions” (Letter of January 5, 
1689). 

She invites us to contemplate the 
Heart of Christ, that is, to recognize in 
the humanity of the Word incarnate, 
the infinite riches of His love for the 
father and for all human beings. It 
is the love of Christ, which makes 
a person worthy of being loved. 
Created in the image and likeness of 
God, the human person has received 
a heart eager for love and capable of 
loving. The love of the Redeemer, 
which heals it from the wound of 
sin, elevates it to its filial condition. 
With Saint Margaret Mary, united 
to the Savior also in His suffering 
offered for love, we shall ask for the 
grace of knowing the infinite value 
of every person. 

To give to veneration of the Sacred 
Heart the place due to it in the 
Church, it is necessary to take up 
again the exhortation of Saint Paul: 
“Have within you the sentiments 
which were in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 2:5). All the gospel 
accounts should be reread from this 
perspective: each verse, meditated 
with love, will reveal an aspect of 
the mystery hidden for centuries 
and now revealed to our eyes 
(Colossians 1:26). The only Son of 
God, in becoming incarnate, takes a 
human Heart. Through the years He 
passed in the midst of men, “gentle 
and humble of heart” (Matthew 
11:29), he revealed the riches of 
His interior life by each of His 
gestures, His looks, His words, His 

silences. In Christ Jesus is fulfilled 
the fullness of the commandment 
of the Old Testament: “you shall 
love the Lord with all your heart” 
(Deuteronomy 6:5). In fact, only the 
Heart of Christ has loved the father 
with an undivided love. 

And behold we are called to share 
in this love and to receive through 
the Holy Spirit this extraordinary 
capacity to love. After their 
encounter with the Risen One on 
the road to emmaus, the disciples 
were filled with amazement: “Were 
not our hearts burning inside us 
as he talked to us on the road and 
explained the Scriptures to us?” 
(Luke 24:32). yes, the human heart 
is inflamed by contact with the Heart 
of Christ, for it discovers in this love 
for the father that the risen Lord has 
accomplished “all that the prophets 
have announced” (Luke 24:25). 
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The humanity of the Lord Jesus 
dead and risen reveals itself to us 
through contemplation of his Heart. 
nourished by meditation on the 
Word of God, prayer of adoration 
places us in the closest, most intimate 
relationship with this “Heart that has 
so loved human beings.” Understood 
in this way, devotion to the Sacred 
Heart fosters active participation 
of the faithful at times of grace in 
the eucharist and the Sacrament of 
Penance; intimately bound to the 
humanity of Christ given for the 
salvation of the world, the faithful 
thus derive the desire to be united to 
all those who suffer and the courage 
to be witnesses of the Good news. 

I encourage pastors, religious 
communities, and all animators of 
pilgrimages to Paray-Ie Monial to 
contribute to the diffusion of the 
message received by Saint Margaret 
Mary. And to you, pastor of the 
Church of Autun, and to all who 
will allow themselves to be moved 
by this teaching, I hope you will 
discover in the Heart of Christ the 
force of love, the sources of grace, 
the real presence of the Lord in his 
Church by the gift daily renewed 
of his Body and Blood. To each of 
you, I willingly grant my apostolic 
blessing.” 

Pope John Paul II 
feast of the Sacred Heart June 22, 

1990 
The Vatican 

¶ emphasis added.

A DAY MADE HOLY 
BY THE  

APOSTLES’ BLOOD 

THIS DAy has been made holy 
by the passion of the blessed 

apostles Peter and Paul. We are, 
therefore, not talking about some 
obscure martyrs. For their voice has 
gone forth to all the world, and to 
the ends of the earth their message. 
These martyrs realized what they 
taught: they pursued justice, they 
confessed the truth, they died for it. 

Saint Peter, the first of the apostles 
and a fervent lover of Christ, merited 
to hear these words: I say to you that 
you are Peter, for he had said: You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. Then Christ said: And I say to 
you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my Church. On this 
rock I will build the faith that you 
now confess, and on your words: 
You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God, I will build my Church. 
for you are Peter, and the name 
Peter comes from petra, the word for 
“rock,” and not vice versa. “Peter” 
comes, therefore, from petra, just as 
“Christian” comes from Christ. 

As you are aware, Jesus chose his 
disciples before his passion and 
called them apostles; and among 
these almost everywhere Peter 
alone deserved to represent the 
entire Church. And because of that 
role which he alone had, he merited 
to hear the words: To you I shall 
give the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven. for it was not one man who 
received the keys, but the entire 
Church considered as one. now 
insofar as he represented the unity 
and universality of the Church, 
Peter’s preeminence is clear from 

¶ Handsome leather-bound 
copies of DIVIne WORSHIP: 
THe MISSAL, and DIVIne 
WORSHIP: Occasional Services 
were presented to father Bradford 
after Solemn High Mass on the 
feast of the Chair of Saint Peter. 
The presentation was made by 
Kevin McDermott at the reception 
following Mass. father Bradford 
wishes to thank The Most Revd 
Steven J. Lopes, Bishop of the 
Personal Ordinariate of the Chair 
of Saint Peter, members of the 
Chancery, and all who had a 
hand in making this wonderful 
gift possible. Their kindness and 
support is very much appreciated. 

A PReSenTATIOn
Presented to reverend Father

RICHARD STeRLInG 
BRADfORD

by the
personal ordinariate

of the
Chair of saint peter

as a MeMORIAL of his
long and diligent Service in 

establishing the
AnGLICAn PATRIMOny

within the
CATHOLIC CHURCH;

and in Gratitude for his Service 
to the

ordinariate Community of

saint GreGory the Great,
whose members will ever 

remember him as
their Ghostly Father and a True 

Shepherd.
the feast of the Chair of saint 

peter,
two thousand seventeen.
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston St. 

Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

fellowship and Coffee in the Un-
dercroft after Mass

Rectory:  
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/fax: (617) 325-5232

congregationstathanasius.com

SUMMER ALTAR 
FLOWERS 

Our sign-up for summer altar 
flowers begins with Memorial Day 
weekend, with flowers needed for 
Sundays in June through September. 
you may bring arrangements from 
your garden or florist. We require 
two larger arrangements for the high 
altar, or one or two smaller vases 
for the Marian altar, whichever you 
prefer. But be sure to sign up for a 
summer Sunday.

the words: To you I give, for 
what was given was given to 
all. for the fact that it was 
the Church that received the 
keys of the kingdom of God is 
clear from what the Lord says 
elsewhere to all the apostles: 
receive the holy Spirit, adding 
immediately, whose sins you 
forgive, they are forgiven, and 
whose sins you retain, they 
are retained. 

Rightly then did the Lord 
after his resurrection entrust 
Peter with the feeding of his 
sheep. yet he was not the 
only disciple to merit the 
feeding of the Lord’s sheep; 
but Christ in speaking only 
to one suggests the unity of 
all; and so he speaks to Peter, 
because Peter is first among 
the apostles. Therefore do not 
be disheartened, Peter; reply 
once, reply twice, reply a third 
time. The triple confession of 
your love is to regain what was 
lost three times by your fear. 
you must loose three times 
what you bound three times; 
untie by love that which your 
fear bound. Once, and again, 
and a third time did the Lord 
entrust his sheep to Peter. 

Both apostles share the same 
feast day, for these two were 
one; and even though they 

suffered on different days, they 
were as one. Peter went first, and 
Paul followed. And so we celebrate 
this day made holy for us by the 
apostles’ blood. Let us embrace 
what they believed, their life, 
their labors, their sufferings, their 
preaching and their confession of 
faith. 

Saint Augustine 

¶ St Augustine of hippo (354–430) is one 
of the four Latin Doctors of the Church 
(with Ambrose, Jerome, and Gregory). 
The Solemnity of SS Peter & Paul is 
Thursday, June 29th. 

THE LIFE OF FRANCES 
CHESTERTON 

Many people asked frances 
over the years “who” converted 
her to the Catholic faith. The 
expected response was, of course, 
her husband. frances, however, 
always replied: “The devil.” This 
was not simply a witty rebuff; 
frances shared with Gilbert a 
sense that sin was the one thing 
about religion that could be 
proved.

nancy Carpenter Brown 

¶ This excerpt is taken from The Woman 
Who Was Chesterton, a publication of 
ACS Books. We thank eva Murphy for 
bringing it to our attention. 

SOLEMNITY OF THE 
NATIVITY OF SAINT 

JOHN BAPTIST
Saturday, June 24th.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  from the north or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
from Boston:  from Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: from Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


