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GREAT CONVERSION STORIES

eventeenth-century
England was full of turmoil
between Puritans and “High
Church” Anglicans, parliament and
king, populists and royalists. The
one thing they held in common was
an attitude of rejection and ridicule
toward “Papists.”
Yet the grace of Jesus continued
to draw some English men and
women to full communion with this
outlawed, misunderstood, hated,
but still convincing and beautiful
Catholic Church. The 17th century
saw significant Catholic converts,
even in the royal family. Charles
II became Catholic before his
death, but more dramatic in history
(though with tragic consequences)
was the prior conversion of his
brother James, the Duke of York,
who would succeed Charles as
the last Catholic king of England.
James II’s unpopularity and heavyhanded rule led to his overthrow in
the “Glorious Revolution” of 1688,
which established England’s present
(and, by law, Protestant) royal line.
This period also saw the first of
many conversions over the next
four centuries by acknowledged
masters of English literature and
rhetoric. John Dryden (1631–1700)
was the founder of English literary
criticism, and a prolific author of

drama, satire, and poetry. His
influence on the modern English
language is of inestimable value,
as is his translation of Virgil and
his rediscovery of Chaucer.

It seems to have been something
of an embarrassment to England
that a cultural hallmark like
Dryden truly embraced the
Catholic Faith in his later years.
His conversion is often ignored
entirely, or explained away as
a superficial attempt to gain
the favor of James II, a royalist
political gesture, or (at best) the
fruit of an intellectual in malaise
that sought absolute authority
as a basis for both politics and
religion.
These interpretations seem
plausible because we know so
little about Dryden’s personal life,
beyond the fact that he was no
saint. Yet they do not appear to do
justice to the man. We know that
Dryden sought to please his royal
patrons, but we also know that
he thought much about theology.
His Religio Laici was a highly
regarded poetic exposition of the
Anglican “middle way” (between
the Papists and the Protestants,
Deists, and Rationalists). Several
years later, however; he wrote
another poem, The Hind and

the Panther, which vindicated
the claims of his newfound
Catholic adherence by means of
an extraordinary exploration of
theological controversy in rhymed
couplets.
What we do know about Dryden
favors his sincerity. In 1663, he
married Elizabeth Howard, cousin
of the martyr Blessed William
Howard, of the extended family
of the Duke of Norfolk—the
most important noble family that
preserved Catholic loyalty (even
if often hidden and sometimes
betrayed). In such circles Dryden
would have encountered Catholics
long before the rise of James II. One
of these was Father Maurus Corker,
a priest who influenced many of his
compatriots to become Catholic and
who received Dryden into the Church
in 1686. By this time his wife and
three sons were already Catholic,
and when James II was overthrown,
Dryden refused to reject his faith in
order to serve William and Mary.
Thus he forfeited his court posts
and even his London residence.
Henceforth, he was subject to antiCatholic penal laws, but he and his
family remained openly Catholic
until his death in 1700. Whatever
his prior practice, John Dryden
finally ceased courting favors from
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any king except Christ.
John Janaro
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

¶ John Janaro is associate professor
emeritus of theology in Christendom
College. This article appeared in
Magnificat magazine, August 2015, Vol
17, No. 6.

PLACE OUR HOPE
ON THE EVENT
OF CHRIST

T

oday’s Man is someone
for whom Christianity is
a past that does not concern
him…What is seen as irrelevant
or as unnecessary is the point
of departure that defines and
specifies the Christian reality,
namely, the historical events
of the Incarnation, death, and
Resurrection of Christ. These are
considered “ways” of expressing
Christian spirituality and ethics
that have essentially been
surpassed by other, more credible
ways of saying the same thing.
The keyword here is concern. The
historical events at the origin of
the Christian claim are no longer
of concern.
When something happens that
shows how true it is that we live
in such a post-Christian world,
even impressive manifestations
of Christian “folklorism,” we
are tempted by two possibilities.
Some insist on the need to
promote or recapture Christian
doctrinal orthodoxy, that is, the
need to emphasize and teach
the
intellectual
convictions
that properly proclaim the
Christian faith. For others,
what matters is promoting and

Sunday, August 6, 2017

SOLEMN EVENSONG AND BENEDICTION
5:00 p.m.
This service will be held in St. Theresa of Avila Church, West
Roxbury
(air-conditioned)
A Reception will follow Evensong.

defending Christian morality as
an ethical orientation (“liberal” or
“conservative”), a system of “moral
values” to guide our behavior. From
this perspective, the relationship
between the Christian faith and
contemporary culture is seen as a
culture war to be won, or a cultural
contribution to be made by looking
for a common point of departure for
dialogue. Both “tactics” are in fact
useless.
Christian
evangelization
is
destroyed when we embrace the
illusion that a non-Christian culture

(where Christianity’s originating
events are of no concern) should
be confronted and overcome
by a Christian culture. This is a
deadly “fundamental error” that
can tempt us, but which must be
firmly rejected…
We must place our hope not on
cultural proposals but on the event
of Christ, on something that has
already happened. Evangelization
is to give witness to the fact—to
the verifiable fact—that this event
can and does still happen today
because it has happened to us as
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something unforeseen, something
amazing that surprises us, something
that is not the result of our efforts or
our particular ethical and spiritual
predispositions. It is this that gives
rise to concern, because an event is
something that touches the heart,
that changes us, that gives us a new
vision of life’s possibilities.
Msgr. Lorenzo Albacete
¶ Msgr. Albacete (1941–2014) was a
Puerto Rican theologian, scientist, and
frequent contributor to The New York
Times Magazine. He was one of the leaders
of the international Catholic movement
Communion and Liberation. This excerpt
is taken from Litterae Communionis
Magazine, Vol. 5, No. 4, 2003.

TWO SIDES OF
THE SAME COIN

W

hen Christian people
experience difficulty saying
their prayers they often conclude
wrongly that they are unable to
love God. With such people it is
very good to recall a bit of what
Saint John wrote: “He who does not
love his brother whom he has seen,
cannot love God whom he has not
seen.” (1 John 4:20)
So the best advice in such a
circumstance is to forget God! Is
there anyone you do love? Well,
sure. There’s my son, or my niece,
or my grandmother. Well then, go
on loving that person. That is the
same thing as loving God.
That is very much what Blessed
Jesus is telling us in today’s
gospel, that love of God and love
of neighbor, as much as you love
yourself, are two sides to the same
coin. And this is because God is
love, and wherever there is love
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there is an introduction to loving
God.
Love of a son or a niece or
a grandmother is a legitimate
devotion to Almighty God even if
we are unaware of it. And not only
that, but in the course of time such a
practice of loving must necessarily
expand beyond the relative to love
of God Himself. Remembering St.
John again, by loving one who is
seen, we are enabled to love One
Who is unseen. God ceases to be an
abstraction, but Someone Personal,
through the act of loving. When we
say God is love we mean He is its
origin and destination. He owns all
the stock in the company! If anyone
loves, he is close to God.

be empty: the senses mortified; the
memory as free as possible from all
images of this world and, through
hope, directed toward heaven; the
understanding stripped of natural
seeking and ruminating, directed
to God in the straightforward gaze
Father Bradford of faith; the will (as I have already
¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa said) surrendered to God in love.
of Avila Church on August 25, 2006.
This can be said very simply, but
the
work of an entire life would not
GOD DOES THE
attain the goal were God not to do
MOST ESSENTIAL the most essential. In the meantime
ure love” for our holy we may be confident that he will not
Father John of the Cross fail to give grace if we faithfully
means loving God for his own do the little we can do. The little
sake, with a heart that is free from —taken absolutely—is for us a
all attachment to anything created: great deal. And while we are about
to itself and to other creatures, but it, we have to be careful not to wish
also to all consolations and the like to judge for ourselves how far we
which God can grant to the soul, have come. Only God knows that
to all particular forms of devotion, ... What we recognize of ourselves,
etc.; with a heart that wants nothing and of our faults and behavior, is
more than that God’s will be done, only the illuminated surface. The
that allows itself to be led by God depth they come out of is to a large
extent hidden from ourselves. God
without any resistance ...
knows the depth and can purify it.
Should we strive for perfect love,
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
you ask? Absolutely. For this we
were created. Perfect love will be ¶ St. Teresa Benedicta was a German
our eternal life, and here we have philosopher and convert to Catholicism
to seek to come as close to it as from Judaism. She was put to death at
Auschwitz in 1942. Her feast day is August
possible. Jesus became incarnate 9th. This excerpt is taken from Edith Stein:
in order to be our way. What can Self-portrait in Letters, ICS Publications,
we do? Try with all our might to Washington, DC, 1993.

“P
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THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
Monday, August 14, 2017
7:30 p.m.

as our preacher at Mass and at
Evensong in Stonehill College at 4
p.m. on September 24th. Fr. Aarons
is a native of Jamaica, a convert
from Anglicanism, and was among
125 priests from the United States
selected by Pope Francis to serve as
a Missionary of Mercy during the
Year of Mercy.
Ñ Visiting us from September
29–October 1 will be Fr. Joseph F.
Wilson, a priest of the Diocese of
Brooklyn and a longtime friend
of our congregation who has been
our celebrant, preacher, and retreat
leader on many occasions. Fr.
Wilson was the founding chaplain
of the Anglican Use Society, and
has been the Legatus Chaplain in
Manhattan. Watch for details of
both visits, but please save the dates
now for these celebrations.

THE HEAD AND
BODY OF CHRIST

I
VIGIL MASS OF THE ASSUMPTION
This Mass fulfills the obligation.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Our parish paper Contra Mundum
begins its 20th year of publication
with this issue. The paper’s editors
have been David Burt and Stephen
Cavanaugh. Past issues have
been bound together for the years
1998–2003 and 2004–2008 and
are available as a two-volume set.
Please see David Burt for ordering
information.
Ñ In September the congregation
will observe the 20th anniversary

of its erection in the Archdiocese
of Boston. The actual date was
Sunday, September 28, 1997
when 29 men and women were
received and confirmed and the
Congregation of St. Athanasius
erected and given parish status.
We have observed the anniversary
ever since on St. Michael’s Day,
September 29th.
Ñ
This year our observance
begins one week earlier with the
visit of Fr. Anthony Aarons, TOR,

ask you to consider that our
Lord Jesus Christ is your true
head and that you are a member of
his body. He belongs to you as the
head belongs to the body. All that
is his is yours: breath, heart, body,
soul and all his faculties. All of these
you must use as if they belonged to
you, so that in serving him you may
give him praise, love and glory. You
belong to him as a member belongs
to the head. This is why he earnestly
desires you to serve and glorify the
Father by using all your faculties as
if they were his.
He belongs to you, but more than
that, he longs to be in you, living
and ruling in you, as the head lives
and rules in the body. He desires that
whatever is in him may live and rule
in you: his breath in your breath, his

Contra Mundum

St. John Eudes

heart in your heart, all the faculties
of his soul in the faculties of your
soul, so that these words may be
fulfilled in you:
Glorify God and bear him in your
body, that the life of Jesus may be
made manifest in you.
You belong to the Son of God, but
more than that, you ought to be in him
as the members are in the head. All
that is in you must be incorporated
into him. You must receive life from
him and be ruled by him. There will
be no true life for you except in him,
for he is the one source of true life.
Apart from him you will find only
death and destruction. Let him be the
only source of your movements, of
the actions and the strength of your
life. He must be both the source and
the purpose of your life, so that you
may fulfill these words: None of us
lives as his own master and none of
us dies as his own master. While we
live, we are responsible to the Lord,
and when we die, we die as his
servants. Both in life and death we
are the Lord’s. That is why Christ
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died and came to life again, that he
might be Lord of both the dead and
the living.

TRUTH IN
ADVERTISING

Finally, you are one with Jesus as
the body is one with the head. You
must, then, have one breath with
him, one soul, one life, one will,
one mind, one heart. And he must
be your breath, heart, love, life,
your all. These great gifts in the
follower of Christ originate from
baptism. They are increased and
strengthened through confirmation
and by making good use of other
graces that are given by God.
Through the holy eucharist they are
brought to perfection.

One gratuitous cut in the recent
actions
by
The
Episcopal
Church was the deletion of the
title “Solemnization of Holy
Matrimony” from the revised canon
on marriage and its replacement
with “Celebration and Blessing
of Marriage.” Such a cut is fitting,
I suppose, since what the new
Episcopal rites are celebrating is
neither holy nor is it matrimony.
One cannot solemnize that which
is repugnant to the explicit teaching
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
conciliar wisdom of His Church
through the centuries.

Saint John Eudes
¶ St John lived from 1601–1680. He gave
a firm doctrinal basis for devotion to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. His commemoration
is Tuesday, August 19th.

Revd Prof. Stephen Noll
¶ Professor Noll is an Anglican clergyman
who taught for many years at Trinity
School for Ministry in Ambridge, Pa., and
in Uganda. This excerpt is from an article
published in Mandate (Vol. 39, No.1,
Summer 2016), the magazine of the Prayer
Book Society.

¶ Bartholomew means “son
of Tholomew” (Ptolomey?)
and he is recognized as the
same person as Nathaniel,
a native of Cana. After
Pentecost, Bartholomew
is said to have preached in
Arabia, Persia, and India,
and he certainly carried the
Gospel to Armenia, which
claims him as its apostle.
St. Bartholomew’s Day is
August 24th, a Wednesday
this year. Masses in St.
Theresa’s Church are at
6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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¶ The illustration shows the holy Queen Blanche of France instructing her young son, later St. Louis,
King of France, in the Catholic faith. Queen Blanche encouraged her son to live a pure and holy life,
and he became a great saint. St. Louis’ Feast Day is August 25th, a Friday this year.

¶ The Beheading of St. John the Baptist is
commemorated on Tuesday, August 29th. Holy Church
observes both his Nativity (June 24th) and Passion
(August 29th). Our Lord said, “Among those born of
women there has risen no one greater than John the
Baptist.” (Mt. 11:11)

Contra Mundum

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

SUMMER ALTAR
FLOWERS

Our
SUMMER
ALTAR
FLOWER CHART is available
for sign-up and may be found
on Sundays at the coffee hour.
Choose any dates appropriate for
family anniversaries, etc. Two
arrangements of a substantial
size are needed for the high
altar. If you prefer, sign up for
one smaller arrangement for the
Marian altar. Or both! Flowers
may be from your local florist, or
your own garden, and you may
take them home with you after
Mass. But be sure to sign up to
avoid duplication of flowers one
week and none the next. PLEASE
INDICATE HIGH ALTAR,
MARIAN ALTAR, OR BOTH..

CHRIST COUNTS
FOR US

N

ow someone could object
that this is not a Christmas
church, that is to say, a Christ
church, but a Marian church,
actually the first Marian church
of Rome and of the West. Such an
argument would indicate that the
questioner had failed to understand
the essence of both the Marian
devotion of the Church as well as
the mystery of Christmas; Chistmas
has a very particular meaning in
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the interior structure of Christian
faith. We do not celebrate it as we
otherwise do the birthdays of great
men, because our relationship
to Christ is very different from
the honor we show great men.
What is of interest in them is their
work: the thoughts they thought
and wrote, the works of art they
created, and the mechanisms they
left behind. This work belongs to
them and is not the work of their
mothers, who interest us only
insofar as they can shed light on
some element of the work.
But Christ counts for us not only
through his work, through what he
did, but above all through what he
was and what he is in the entirety
of his person. He counts for us
differently from any other man
because he is not merely man. He
counts because in him earth and
heaven touch, and thus in him
God for ‘us’ is tangible as man.
The Church Fathers called Mary
the holy earth from which he was
formed as man. And the miracle is
that God in Christ forever remains
in union with the earth.

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston St.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the Undercroft after Mass

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY ANGLICAN
USE MASS

Pope Benedict XVI
¶ This excerpt is taken from Images of
Hope: Meditations on Major Feasts,
Ignatius Press, 2006. Pope Benedict
reigned from 2005–2013. The Dedication
of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major is
kept on August 5th.

Holy Mass is offered every Saturday
at 8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar
in Saint Theresa’s Church, West
Roxbury.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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