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NOTES FROM THE CHAPLAIN:  
THE MIDDLE EAST: A CHURCH IN NEED 

In The gOSPel Our lord says 
“no man knoweth the Son but the 

Father, neither knoweth any man the 
Father save the Son.” In transacting 
the great business of our redemption, 
the Father and the Son are the 
principal parties. none of the other 
so-called “great world religions” 
is involved. Of the Father and the 
Son the Old Testament prophet 
Zechariah declared “the counsel 
of peace is between them.” (vi. 13) 
There is a mutual consciousness 
between the Father and the Son and 
the holy Spirit, so much so that 
there could be no mistake between 
them in the business of redemption. 
As St. John says in his prologue 
“the Son had lain in the bosom of 
the Father.” (1.18) 

In 1991, during the 1st Iraq War, 
it began to be widely declared that 
Almighty god is worshipped by 
Jews, Christians, and Muslims. 
I questioned that statement then 
and I still question it today. That 
is because the gospel still says 
“no man knoweth the Son but the 
Father, neither knoweth any man 
the Father save the Son.” And we 
cannot ignore this or say we believe 
something else without committing 
blasphemy. 

The point about Islam is that 
this religion deliberately denies 
the Trinitarian nature of god so 
revealed in the new Testament. 
Islam also deliberately denies 
the concept of god requiring 
atonement through the Cross 
of Christ. Any knowledgeable 
Muslim would tell you this. 

When you want to know about 
Islam your primary source of 
information is not the Catholic 
Church. Rather it is what is written 
in the Koran, Sunna, and hadith, 
and what is being said by imams, 
mufti, and quadis in mosques, 
and what is being said on foreign 
television. 

In Crossing the Threshhold of 
Hope (1994) Pope St John Paul II 
had this to say. 

Whoever knows the Old and 
new Testaments, and then 
reads the Koran, clearly sees the 
process by which it completely 
reduces Divine Revelation. It 
is impossible not to note the 
movement away from what 
God said about Himself, first in 
the Old Testament through the 
Prophets, and then finally in the 
new Testament through his 
Son. In Islam all the richness 
of god’s self-revelation, which 
constitutes the heritage of the 
Old and new Testaments, has 
definitely been set aside. 

Some of the most beautiful 
names in the human language 
are given to the god of the 
Koran, but he is ultimately 
a god outside of the world, a 
god who is only Majesty, never 
Emmanuel, god-with-us. Islam 
is not a religion of redemption. 
There is no room for the Cross 
and the Resurrection... 

The italics are in the original. 

Of course Islam is not alone 
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IF A CAThOlIC PRIeST or 
bishop in our age were to preach 

that there is no Zoroastrianism in 
heaven, or Seventh Day Adventism 
or hinduism or Anglicanism, I think 
we can imagine the reaction. The 
printing presses of the liberal media 
would probably explode. 

But it is true that if we do manage 
to gain entry to heaven—and one 
has to say ‘if’ because salvation is 
not something that anyone of us can 
take for granted—we shall not find 
religious pluralism or any type of 
denominational division. What we 
shall find is the One Mystical Body 
of Christ, with all of the holy Angels 
and Saints united in one Body and 
our lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
at the Head. We shall find that the 
One, holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church that we have known on 
earth has been purified, perfected 
and glorified—the Church Militant 
taken up and subsumed for eternity 
in the Church Triumphant. 

We often hear that if religion 
is to have any place in modern 
society then we shall all have to 
acknowledge that all religions are 
equal. But for a Christian this is 
something that cannot really be true. 
It doesn’t wash. The reason for this 
is that Christianity makes mighty 
claims that no other religion has 
ever attempted to match. We don’t 
just say that our religion has been 
established by a remarkable and 
saintly messenger of god, who has 
come to teach us unattainable truths 
and to set us a unique example of 
integrity, self-sacrifice and goodness. 
Our religion has been established by 
one Who actually is god, and Who 
is Truth itself. Our lord and Saviour 

in denying the Trinity and the 
atonement. 

But the consequence of such 
denial, from the viewpoint of 
divine revelation, is that Islam has 
created a deity of its own, based 
on a conscious rejection of god’s 
complete revelation in Christ. 
The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church says “In Christ god has 
said everything.” To create or 
believe something else is simply 
but inevitably idolatrous from a 
Biblical standpoint. 

This is not an academic problem 
for debate. Fellow Christians in 
the Middle east desperately need 
us to know the truth, and for the 
Church to speak for them. 

Father Bradford 

¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of 
Avila Church on July 19, 2017. 

Jesus Christ is a Divine Person, 
the Second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity. And it is only because 
God took on our human flesh 
and died on the Cross for us that 
anyone is able to be saved. Our 
lord is the one supreme Pontifex 
Who bridges the infinite chasm 
between man and god in his own 
Person. 

This is not to say that those 
who have never had the gospel 
preached to them, or never 
encountered credible witnesses 
to the gospel, are beyond the 
scope of salvation. Certainly 
not. Yes, Christ has ordained that 
incorporation in his Mystical 
Body the Church is to be the 
means of man’s salvation. But his 
love and his grace are boundless. 
And the Church insists that there 
are reflections of Divine Truth 
in other religions. In so far as 
these truths pertain to salvation, 
however, She claims them as her 
own. When a non-Christian dies, 
he will see with perfect clarity that 
Christ is god the Son. If he dies 
in the grace that is a prerequisite 
for entry into the eternal bliss 
of heaven, he will see that Our 
lord has been the source of his 
salvation all along, even if he 
never encountered a Christian or 
a Catholic in all of his life. 

hence the seriousness with 
which the Church has always 
taken the mission described 
by Our lord to Peter after the 
miraculous catch of fish: 

“henceforth you will catch 
men.” ever since that commission, 
the Church that Christ founded on 
the Apostles has been fishing for 

Many thanks to our longtime 
friend and supporter Fr. Joseph 
F. Wilson for his visit to Boston 
to be our preacher at our 20th 
Anniversary Mass on Saint 
Michael’s Day. he is also 
scheduled to be our Sunday 
preacher October 1st and will be 
luncheon speaker at a celebratory 
luncheon following Mass. The 
luncheon takes place in the 
Ouimet Room in the Robert T. 
lynch golf Course clubhouse at 
Putterham Circle. Our hostess 
is lisa Wisel, a parishioner of 
St lawrence 
Church and 
proprietor of 
Vine Ripe 
grill. Maps are 
available for 
those attending 
the luncheon.

A CHURCH FISHING FOR SOULS
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souls in every age, and in every part 
of the globe that She can reach. 

If you go to Rome on the feast 
of Ss Peter and Paul, you will find 
St Peter’s basilica festooned with 
fishing nets. That is a reminder that 
the Pope has a responsibility for 
souls on a universal scale. he and the 
bishops have been commissioned to 
work continuously to bring all souls 
in to the Barque of Peter. We must 
pray for them, because the prelude to 
the account of the miraculous catch 
of fish in the Gospel, in which Peter 
and his companions are presented 
as weary and disheartened after a 
whole night spent labouring without 
success, reminds us that on our own 
we can do nothing, and the human 
spirit easily grows weary and fails. 

We too are called to be fishers of 
men. But rather than using the great 
trawling net that has been entrusted 
to the Successor of Peter, most of us 
will probably find that fishing with 
the line is so much more effective. 
We have to use friendship, kindness 
and example to draw souls in gently, 
reeling them in to the Barque 
of Peter with patience and great 
charity. And this can be far more 
effective than we ever imagine. 
Don’t be taken in by the lie that 
the world is becoming increasingly 
secularized. great parts of the globe 
are, in fact, embracing Islam. And 
in the west, more and more people 
are happy to involve themselves 
in all sorts of spiritualism and 
new Age superstitions, even if 
it is fashionable to pooh-pooh 
‘organized religion’. 

This shows that there is a great 
thirst for spirituality, and that people 
do have a hunger for religion, 
whether they realize it or not. 

Perhaps many of us who are 
converts to Catholicism were 
attracted because we were impressed 
and even amazed by the wonderful 
intellectual coherence that exists 
within the Catholic Faith. But we 
have to bear in mind that rational 
arguments hold very little sway 
with many or even most of our 
contemporaries today. They have 
been brought up in a culture of 
sentimentality, in which they have 
been encouraged to make decisions 
based on emotions and personal 
‘intuition’. They may even feel 
threatened and repelled by logic. 
And it has to be admitted that, on 
their own, rational arguments for 
the Faith are like winter sunshine: 
they shed light, but they do not lend 
much warmth. 

But even in this cult of 
sentimentality, our Faith actually 
has one distinct and powerful 
advantage. Christianity is the only 
religion that makes the extraordinary 
claim that ‘god IS love.’ And those 
words of St John open up an awe-
inspiring vista into the very life 
of the Blessed Trinity, which is an 
eternal and infinite outpouring of 
self between Father, Son and holy 
ghost. 

But it is not enough to talk about 
love. There is one thing that we 
can be sure that our contemporaries 

will demand from us as Catholics, 
and that is authenticity. We have to 
show that the reality of god’s love 
overflows from our hearts, in our 
conversation and in our actions. To 
be sure, authenticity is often judged 
today using the most shallow of 
criteria. The disciples of the cult 
of sentiment have an insatiable 
appetite for novelties, gestures 
and sound bites. Those of us who 
had an old fashioned upbringing 
would prefer when we give alms 
that our left hand should not know 
what our right is doing. If we are 
to have any hope of bringing souls 
into the Church in this age in which 
we live, however, then the Church 
has to be seen to be doing what, in 
former ages, She has always done 
in a less self conscious manner—
reaching out to the needy, the sick 
and the abandoned. And if we are 
to succeed in bringing souls into 
the Barque of Peter, then we have 
to involve ourselves in this work of 
god, and not to be embarrassed to 
be seen doing good. 

There is nothing arrogant in 
holding the conviction that the 
Church is true. Today there is a false 
notion of humility which says that it 
is meekness to play down our Faith. 
But our mission to bring souls into 
the Mystical Body of Christ is truly 
humble in the best sense, because 
it is carried out in obedience to our 
Saviour.

The Provost 

¶ This article is taken from the August, 
2014 (Vol. 91, No. 1119) issue of The 
Oratory Parish Magazine, a publication of 
the Brompton (London) Oratory. 
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Ñ Many thanks to those who 
provided summer altar flowers. 
The growing season has ended. 
You may still bring flowers for 
use on anniversaries, birthdays, 
etc., but there is no sign-up list. 
Please arrange with the chaplain 
so we may avoid duplication. 

Ñ Congratulations to Bishop 
emilio S. Allué on occasion of his 
21st anniversary as a bishop. In 
recent years he has been a regular 
preacher at Stations during lent. 

Ñ The Respect life Walk is 
Sunday, October 1st. And the 
Massachusetts Citizens For life 
annual fundraising banquet is 
October 17th. Parishioner Peter 
Kreeft is the keynote speaker. 
Many of us are members of 
MCFl and you may remember 
our parishioner eva Murphy 
was on the staff as legislative 
correspondent for several years 
before her move to Florida. 

Ñ An editor is needed for Contra 
mundum. Steve Cavanaugh 
has been our faithful editor for 
eleven years and would like to 
hand the reins to someone else. 
he will gladly offer training and 
be available for support to a new 
editor. Please speak to Steve or 
the chaplain if you have interest 
or questions. The parish paper has 
published monthly since 1998 and 
David Burt and Steve Cavanaugh 
have been the first two editors. 

Ñ Thank you to John Covert for 
preparing signage for our hymn 
board, which is now in use for 
sung services. hymn numbers 
are posted as well as printed in 
the Sunday leaflet. Most hymn 
numbers refer to The Hymnal 
1940.

SHORT NOTES 
Ñ Many thanks to our honored 
guest Fr. Anthony Aarons, TOR for 
visiting us from Florida to begin 
our 20th anniversary celebration. 
Fr. Aarons was our preacher on 
September 24th both at Mass and 
at evensong at Stonehill College 
for our annual service with St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church, Brockton. 
Fr. Aarons’ was the lead article in 
the October 2013 issue of Contra 
mundum. 

Ñ The long-awaited elevator 
project in St lawrence Church is 
underway. When completed we will 
be able to access the parish hall from 
the church via elevator. Meantime, 
pardon our dust. Coffee hours in the 
parish hall and rest room facilities 
are available during the project. 

Ñ There is no Saturday Anglican 
Use Mass on Saturday, October 
21st or 28th. These regular Masses 
resume on november 4th. 

Ñ The Saturday October 7th Mass is 
a year’s-mind Mass for parishioner 
John T. “Terry” Maltsberger. May 
he rest in peace. 

Ñ The Oct 22nd celebrant will 
be Fr. James nunes, a hospital 
chaplain resident at St. Mary of the 
Assumption. Fr. James O’Driscoll 
will be celebrant of the Sunday 
Mass October 29th. he is a long-
time friend of the parish known to 
you all. . 

Ñ Besides the 20th anniversary of the 
Congregation of Saint Athanasius, 
in mid-October we are observing 
the one-year anniversary of the 
St gregory the great community 
joining us in a blended parish family. 
Many happy returns of the day! 

BUILDING UP 
ORTHODOX BELIEF 

TheSe are not normal times. 
Pope Benedict XVI himself 

once said that the spiritual crisis the 
West faces is worse than anything 
since the fifth-century fall of the 
Roman empire. This is why St. 
Benedict of nursia is so relevant to 
Christians today. 

The monk founded the Benedictine 
religious order amid the chaos and 
decadence of imperial Rome. he 

MARCH FOR LIFE IN 
MASSACHUSETTS 

The annual March for life on 
Boston Common is Sunday, 
October 1st. It honors Respect life 
Month. The march forms at 1 p.m. 
at the Parkman Bandstand where 
Cardinal O’Malley and others will 
address the marchers, and then 
the march continues around the 
perimeter of the Public garden 
and Boston Common. You are 
invited to add your witness for life 
on behalf of the thousands who 
have no one to speak for them but 
you. 
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SAINT LUKE’S DAY 
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 

Masses in St. Theresa of Avila 
Church are at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. 

was merely searching for a way to 
serve god faithfully in community 
during a prolonged civilizational 
collapse. After his death in 547, 
hundreds, and then thousands, 
of monasteries arose in Western 
europe, all following his “Rule of 
St. Benedict.” They helped preserve 
the faith through the Dark Ages and 
laid the groundwork for the rebirth 
of civi lization out of barbarism. 

lay Christians in the 21st century 
are certainly not called to be 
cloistered monks. But Christians are 
going to have to step back to some 
meaningful degree from the world 
for the sake of building up orthodox 
belief, learning the practices of 
discipleship and strengthening our 
communities.

St. Benedict did not set out to 
save Western civilization. he only 
wanted to serve god in a time of 
unprecedented trouble, and lead 
others to do the same. 

Today, we in the West owe an 
incalculable debt to the saint and 
his early medieval followers, whose 
visionary, disciplined faith bore 
spectacular fruit long after their 
deaths. This experience shows 
Christians that we have to think not 
in election cycles but in centuries. 

If we Christians don’t quit looking 
for a political white knight to save 
us and open our eyes to the stark 
reality of Christianity’s exile status 
in our American Babylon, we will 
not see this new St. Benedict when 
he comes. 

What would he say to the church, 
standing bedraggled on the beach 
of a culture war Dunkirk? We have 
been routed, and are surrounded 
on all sides by a powerful enemy 

who holds the high ground and the 
initiative. If we are going to live to 
fight another day, we have to get on 
those little arks, sail toward safer 
harbor, then regroup, replenish and 
rebuild. 

Rod Dreher 

¶ This is an excerpt from an article which 
appeared in The new York Times on 
Thursday, August 3, 2017. Rod Dreher 
is a senior editor for The American 
Conservative and author of The Benedict 
Option.

GREAT 
CONVERSION 

STORIES 

The ACCOUnT OF Blessed 
John henry newman’s 

dramatic decision to enter the 
Roman Catholic Church in 1845 
forms a great piece of 19th-century 
english history. newman himself 
gives much account of his great 
conversion story, above all in his 
Apologia Pro Vita Sua. The stature of 
the man, his monumental intellect, 
and his radical courage in becoming 
Catholic might lead us to think that 
he was an isolated man. In fact, 
newman’s courage was supported 
by a group of younger friends who 
accompanied him into the Church. 

When Newman was fifteen years 
old he experienced a profound 
personal encounter with Christ that 
was decisive for his whole life, a 
conversion experience which was 
at the root of his lifelong adherence 
to Christ. he has described it as an 
inward gift of insight that was in 
a sense “solitary”—an awareness 
of the decisive importance of the 
relationship between god and his 
own soul. Then newman began 
his long and famous journey from 
evangelical (Calvinist) Christianity 
to the Oxford Movement (which 
sought to rediscover and reestablish 
the apostolic roots of the Anglican 
Church) to his ultimate conviction 
that the Church of england had 
separated itself from the fullness of 
the Catholic Church. 

newman’s motives for conversion 
to the Catholic Church were clearly 
rooted in the depths of his own 
conscience, as well as in a long 
historic and doctrinal investigation, 
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and a difficult period of personal 
spiritual growth. In his struggle 
against doctrinal relativism in the 
Anglican Church he had allies and 
companions within the vigorous 
Oxford Movement, but his decision 
to join the Roman Catholic Church 
seemed almost to be a lonely leap in 
the dark. This was part of the special 
heroism of newman’s conversion. 
In correspondence from the critical 
years 1839–1845, newman made it 
clear that he felt the Church of Rome 
to be foreign to his sensibilities, that 
he saw no place for his talents within 
it, and that he did not “like” what 
he knew of its ways and manners. 
he was english from head to toe, 
and leaving the english Church 
meant losing friends and losing an 
influential position at Oxford where 
he seemed to be doing so much 
good. 

Still, newman was not without 
the witness and companionship of 
others in his own conversion. When 
the Catholic question led him to 
withdraw from Anglican ministry 
in 1842 and retire to the village of 
littlemore, he did not go alone, he 
gathered a small group of younger 
men into a kind of community of 
prayer and study, among whom were 
John Dalgairns, Richard Stanton, e. 
S. Bowles, and Ambrose Saint John. 
These men were all fascinated by 
Catholicism, and newman initially 
tried to hold them back from making 
a rash decision. But once Dalgairns 
took the step on September 27, 1845, 
the others followed: newman’s 
beloved lifelong friend Ambrose 
Saint John on October 2, and then 
newman himself with Stanton 
and Bowles on October 9. All four 
would become Oratorian priests and 
would support one another over the 

years in opening up “the Catholic 
way” in england for many who 
would follow over the next century 
and a half. 

For all his great probity and 
profound interiority, newman 
needed these friends to help him 
take the great step into the fullness 
of the Catholic Faith. 

John Janaro 

¶ John Janaro is associate professor 
emeritus of theology in Christendom 
College. This article was published in 
the July 2017 (Vol. 19, No.5) edition of 
Magnificat and is used by permission. 

THE FEAST OF ALL 
SAINTS

¶ All Saints’ Day is Wednesday, 
november 1st. It is a Holy Day 
of Obligation. There is no 
Anglican Use Mass. Mass in 
the Ordinary Form is offered 
in St. lawrence Church at 
7:00 p.m.

last month we received the 
joyous news that Father Arthur 
W. Mattox had been ordained 
(June 23, 2017) as a Priest by 
the Archbishop of Milwaukee. 
Some of our parishioners may 
remember Arthur as a seminarian 
(nashotah house) doing some of 
his training at All Saints’ Ashmont 
and that after his ordination in 
the episcopal Church he assisted 
Father Bradford for some time in 
Boston. Fr. Mattox is now serving 
as parochial vicar in two Wisconsin 
parishes. Congratulations and very 
best wishes to Fr. & Mrs. (lydia) 
Mattox and their family. 

Saint Simon and Saint 
Jude, Apostles 

October 28

The Collect 
O god, we thank thee for the 
glorious company of the apostles, 
and especially on this day for 
Simon and Jude; and we pray that, 
as they were faithful and zealous 
in their mission, so we may with 
ardent devotion make known the 
love and mercy of our lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ; who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the 
holy Spirit, one god, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain

Saint lawrence Church 
774 Boylston St. 

Chestnut hill, Mass. 
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the Un-
dercroft after Mass

Rectory:  
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

congregationstathanasius.com

ALL SOULS’ DAY
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed

Thursday
november 2, 2017

Solemn Requiem Mass
in the Anglican Use

7:30 p.m.
in Saint lawrence Church

Chestnut hill, Mass

¶ Intercession papers are available in the  
tract case during the month of October.

We return to eastern Standard Time, 
Sunday, november 5th. Remember 
to set clocks BACK one hour 

Our parish finance 
committee is planning to 
conduct an every member 
canvass for financial 
support during October. 
We will be asking for your 
pledge of support for both 
our operating budget and 
savings fund. The budget 
operates the congregation 

of St Athanasius now and the 
savings fund begun by the 
Ordinariate congregation of 
Saint gregory the great plans 
for the future. Both funds need 
to grow in order to secure our 
future. 
Our finance committee 
members are Stephen 
Cavanaugh, Kevin McDermott, 
Philip Crotty, Peggy evers, 
and evelyn Theriault, who 
was recently appointed. Father 
Bradford and treasurer Bruce 
Rand are ex officio members. 

EVERY MEMBER CANVASS 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME ENDS 
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the north or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the green line C-branch.


