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LATENS DEITAS
Fides now develops into confidentia.
We not only learn to discern God
hiding among His creatures but also
to confide in the hidden wisdom of
His actions toward His creatures.

An empty taxi arrived at 10
Downing Street,
and when the door was
opened, Atlee got out.
—Winston Churchill

Few persons, certainly not Winston
Churchill, would knowingly have
compared
Britain’s
post-war
Prime Minister, Clement Atlee, the
man who replaced him, to God.
But he was capturing a very important
aspect of divinity.
Now, have you ever come into a room
and had the feeling that someone
was there or had been there, but
you couldn’t see them or find them?
A spooky feeling to think that someone
is hiding or hidden from us.
Much the same applies when we
are praying to God, whether in
private or in the large assembly:
Our faith tells us of His presence,
but our five senses sense Him not.
We see His marvelous works all about
us, but we do not see their author.
Omnipresent God hides Himself in
this manner to challenge us to faith
in Him, to take the time to reason to
His existence from the traces around
us and then to trace beyond where
reason can take us, into revelation
about His nature.
God hides Himself that we may make
the extra effort and come to believe in
Him with a virtuous faith.

Then how much faith so gained
has some natural catastrophe,
fire, famine, earthquake, war,
flood,
completely
uprooted?
Why at times do the evil seem
to prosper and the good suffer?
God not only hides Himself from
those who have come to believe
in Him but also has a funny
way of relating to them, on the
whole no preferences shown.
So much for the famed ‘Protestant
work ethic’.
In words attributed to Newman:
He knows what He is about.
God hides the direct connections
of His favor and disfavor from our
eyes so that one does not believe
and act solely for the purpose
of obtaining divine benefits.
Here our hidden God is
issuing a second challenge
beyond
the
challenge
of
faith, namely a challenge of
hope arising from confidence.

We might think that the hidden
God showed Himself finally
in His Incarnation, yet even
here
much
remains
hidden,
an
example
of
humility,
a simple origin in Galilee and
Nazareth, even as a baby totally
dependent and in need of feeding,
clothing, upbringing, a hidden life
between His visitation in the Temple
to His baptism, scorn and rejection,
dining with sinners, poverty and
nowhere to lay His head, despite
the signs which pointed to His
divinity, the agony in the Garden,
the suffering and death of a criminal,
even the ‘low key’ followup after
a miracle such as the Resurrection.
This Son of God did not play
the King of Israel or solve the
problems of the world or ‘zap’ His
enemies when they taunted Him.
He lived a life of what the
Eastern
church
calls
kénosis
or the emptying of one’s self.
Although God, His deliberate
restraint seems to hide His divinity,
and, again, challenges us to find
humility in our understanding of this
hiddenness.
Finally, and in the most sublime
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aspect of our God in hiding1,
we have with us forever the
mystery of the Holy Eucharist.
God is present in the Sacrament,
“body and blood, soul and divinity”
but, as one of Thomas Aquinas’
eucharistic hymns so clearly
declares:
Adoro devote, latens Deitas,
te qui sub his formis vere
latitas.2
I adore thee devoutly, O
hidden truth,
who art truly hidden
beneath these forms.

What are we to make of this?
None of our senses can confirm His
presence, and this hidden God now
stands at His most vulnerable, open
to blasphemous denial and even to
desecration by the unworthy.

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
Wednesday, November 1, 2017
Holy Day of Obligation
Mass in the Ordinary Form is offered
in St Lawrence Church at 7:00 p.m.
There is no Anglican Use Mass today.

People may receive Him in the
Sacrament to their eternal life
or to their unfortunate utter
condemnation, and we ourselves
shall not know.
In the Blessed Sacrament this hidden
God makes Himself entirely
available to us, to accept and adore
or to neglect, but always there, an
eternal offering and sacrifice to His
Almighty Father.
This God, hidden among His
creatures, hidden in His actions
toward His creatures, hidden in His
humanity, hidden in the Sacrament
of His sacrifice, challenges His
faithful to respond with faith where
reason can no longer penetrate, to
respond with hope and confidence
where causality no longer seems
1 I must point out that all four of these
conceits about God in hiding derive
from a Holy Hour with which the
illustrious Msgr. Ronald A.Knox used to
punctuate his retreats in the 1940s and
‘50s, and which takes as a theme Isaiah
45.15:”Truly thou art a God of hidden
ways.”
2 Alternately: Adoro te devote…quæ
sub his figuris…”

“Eternal rest give to them, O Lord; and let perpetual light shine upon them.”

ALL SOULS’ DAY
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed
Thursday, November 2, 2017
Solemn Requiem Mass in the Anglican Use will be celebrated
at 7:30 p.m. in Saint Lawrence Church
evident from Divine actions, to
cultivate humility to the point of
hiding ourselves in His self-emptying
example, and, finally, to offer and
resign ourselves to a sacramental life
in Him.
Just think of the Tabernacle and that
empty taxi.
Deacon Michael Connolly

The Revd. Dcn. Michael Connolly is
incardinated as Archdeacon in the
Armenian Catholic Eparchy of Our
Lady of Nareg in the United States
and Canada and teaches linguistics in
Boston College. He assists frequently
in the Anglican Use. His most recent
contribution to Contra Mundum was in
July 2016.
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THE NATURE OF
SALVATION

T

he Protestant rejection
of purgatory (and prayer for
the dead) is seen by Catholicism as
based on a mistaken interpretation
of the mediation of Christ. Christ’s
mediation of human salvation is
indeed unique and all-sufficient, but
it is not separated from the prayer
of his Church. The head and the
body are one, and the head’s glory
as Savior is the greater in that he
encourages the body to share in the
communication to the whole human
mass of the effects of his redeeming
work. What the Lord has done for us
in his mighty salvation he grants to
us to do ourselves. The continuum
of life in Christ is more primary
than the biological continuum. As
sharers, in via, of the life of Christ
who called himself “the way,” we
(super)naturally wish both to pray
for the holy souls and to seek their
prayers.
The eternity of hell is for the
Church a consequence of human
inward obduracy. It springs from one
aspect of the essence of freedom,
which is the possibility, while we
are yet wayfarers, of a constant
revision of our decisions. Eternity
is in this perspective the definitive
achievement of history. “The just
God is ‘active’ in the punishment
of Hell only insofar as he does not
release man from the reality of the
definitive state which man himself
has achieved on his own behalf,
contradictory though this state be
to the world of God’s creation. In
Matthew 25:31–46, the parable of
the last judgment, whereas at their
encounter with the Son of Man,
the good go to a place intended for

Sunday, November 12, 2017
Vespers with Benediction
followed by dinner
Arrive at St Benedict Abbey by 5:00 p.m.
for greeting and reception.
We are guests of the Abbey this evening
in observance of our 20th anniversary.
Dinner reservations by November 5th
them, thus fulfilling their destiny,
the bad go to a place never intended
for human beings at all. This parable
reflects other parables of Jesus, of
which Mark 9:43–45 may stand
as representative. Here, just as the
refusal to amputate a diseased limb
may result in the corruption of
the whole body, so the refusal of
self-denial may result in the total
corruption and dissolution of the
personality. Jesus evidently believed
final impenitence to be a possibility:
it is possible to lose the capacity
for seeking truth, for recognizing
justice and mercy. But equally
clearly, Jesus believed that all were
capable of salvation: the “many” of
Mark 10:45 does not mean “not all”
(cf. 1 Tim 3:5-6).

Paul, for example, sometimes
speaks of all creation as coming
to a glad acknowledgment of God,
and at other times doubts his own
salvation (as in Rom 9:27). Yet
some would hold that it is precisely
because God will not torture us
or violate our personalities that
he is bound in the end to break
down our resistance. Over against
the more usual interpretation of
Christ’s descent into Sheol in 1
Peter 3, namely that he made his
proclamation to those who long
ago had refused obedience, giving
them a second chance of salvation,
Balthasar revived Nicholas of
Cusa’s notion, sharpened by Luther,
that Christ endured the torments
of the lost, thus, in principle—or
so one might argue—annihilating
The Catholic Church does not in hell by redeeming it via his own
fact pronounce either on who may atoning work—a speculation hard
be damned or even on whether the to reconcile with the doctrinal
category “the damned” contains any tradition’s firm stand against any
of
exceptionless
human individuals at all. Neither, presumption
salvation.
however-as the affirmation of the
real possibility of hell demonstrates- The lesson of hell is not the cruelty
does she teach universalism. In this of God, but, rather, the awful
ambivalence (not contradiction) responsibility of human freedom,
her teaching reflects the witness and the darkness and agony into
of the New Testament itself. Thus
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which our daily acts may be
insensibly leading us. The doctrine
of hell warns us of the horror of life
without God and the torture a daily
turning from light to darkness will
bring. Hell is the self-made judgment
whereby we confirm the inherent
outcome of a refusal to remain and
grow in divine friendship.

Ñ Also attending Mass on Sept
29th were our long-time friends Fr.
Charles J. Higgins and his sister
Ann. Fr. Higgins has been our
celebrant, preacher, and assisted
at Mass on many occasions over
the years. He is pastor of Mary
Immaculate of Lourdes Parish in
Newton.

The goal of God’s salvific selfinvolvement in his creation—
heaven—is that we should know
him as he is and enjoy him forever.
“We shall see him as he is” (1 John
3:2). “Now we see in a mirror dimly,
but then face to face. Now I know in
part; then I shall understand fully”
(1 Cor 13:12). In enabling us to
know him as he is, God invites us
to share his own happiness. “This
is eternal life, that they know you,
the only true God” (John 17:3). Our
filiation as “sons in the Son” will
at last be manifest for what it is: an
adopted share in the mutual love of
the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ.
“See what love the Father has given
us, that we should be called children
of God. Beloved, it does not yet
appear that we shall be, but we
know that when he appears we shall
be like him, for we shall see him as
he is” (1 John 3:1–2).

Ñ On St. Michael’s Day we were
also very happy to have Messrs.
David Allen and Kevin Roy join
our sanctuary party. And our
subdeacon at Mass that evening,
Steven Hardy, had recently
become an instituted acolyte in
the Ordinariate of the Chair of St
Peter, having that honor and duty
conferred upon him by Bishop
Steven Lopes, at a ceremony in
Houston, Texas. Congratulations
to Steven.

Aidan Nichols, OP
¶ This passage is taken from EPIPHANY
A Theological Introduction to Catholicism,
The Liturgical Press, 1996.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Fr. Brian Cleary,
pastor of St Mary of the Assumption
Parish Brookline, which includes
St. Lawrence, for vesting and being
in choir for our St. Michael’s Day
Mass. Fr. Cleary has recently been
appointed to a second three-year
term as vicar forane of our region.

Ñ A reminder that we return to
Easter Standard Time on Sunday,
November 5th. Set your clocks
back one hour Saturday night.
Ñ Many thanks to Judie Bradford
who with her husband, and some
timely help from an unknown
electrician, tidied up the parish
hall at St. Lawrence for a reception
following Mass on St. Michael’s
Day. We all look forward to the
completion of the elevator project
for St. Lawrence Church, which
will be a great benefit to all.
Ñ Thank you to Fr. James Nunes
and Fr. James J. O’Driscoll for
being our celebrants at Sunday
Mass while the chaplain was
away from Boston. Their help on
occasions when the parish priest
is away is much appreciated.
Ñ Inquirers’ classes are on offer
for anyone desiring to know

more about the Church and her
teaching. Classes meet with the
chaplain and are based upon The
Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Time and place of meeting are to
be determined by the participants.
Ñ
Advent begins Sunday
December 3rd. We begin use of the
lectionary Year B which has gospels
taken primarily from St. Mark, and
weekday daily Year 2. Now is the
time to order calendars, candles,
and devotional material. A wellkept Advent is a good preparation
for Christmas.
Ñ Saturday Anglican Use Mass is
offered at 8 a.m. at the Marian altar
in St. Theresa of Avila Church.
Enter via the pavilion or St. Theresa
Avenue side doors.
Ñ December 8th is the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception. It
is a holy day of obligation. The
Anglican Use Mass is a Vigil Mass
on Thursday, December 7th at 7:30
p.m. The Vigil Mass fulfills the
obligation.

Editor needed for
Contra Mundum.
Steve Cavanaugh has been our
editor for eleven years and this is
the final issue he will be producing.
He will gladly offer training and
be available for support to a new
editor. Please speak to Steve or
the chaplain if you have interest
or questions. The parish paper has
published monthly since 1998 and
David Burt and Steve Cavanaugh
have been the first two editors.
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THE FAMILY CONSTITUTES AN
IRREPLACEABLE GOOD OF SOCIETY
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TAKE A LESSON
FROM WORLDLY
MEN

truths, the Holy Father offered
ne fall about thirty years
ohn Paul II warned Catholics elements for “family pastoral
care”
that
responds
to
present
ago we took a vacation to the
and pastors of the Church in
emergencies.
eastern
shore of Maryland, and
particular, that failure to proclaim
First, he recommended that “it be then on to my college in Virginia
the truth about marriage and the
carried out above all by couples who for a football weekend, and back to
family is a “grave omission.”
belong to movements or associations Michigan. We saw or stayed with
Among the Church’s priorities is
of matrimonial spirituality, and who friends along much of the way.
“the promotion and defense of the
are an example in the education of While in Maryland we stopped
institution of the family, today so
to see a midshipman at the Naval
their children.”
attacked from different fronts with
Academy, a young man named Jack
many and subtle arguments,” the Second. The Holy Father requested Holt who had been active in diocesan
Pope said today when addressing a that “young couples and families youth activities and summer camps.
group of Colombian bishops. The in difficulty be supported as well Jack was being educated in a
bishops were concluding their five- as those preparing to get married, military college. Besides the usual
to discover the values of Christian academic courses and leadership
yearly visit to Rome.
marriage and to be faithful to the
Regarding marriage, he told them commitment made when receiving training skills, the ability to follow
orders in matters small and great
that today “we witness a current, the sacrament. “
was practiced as part of the highly
very widespread in some parts,
Lastly,
it
“is
important
to
teach
regimented training regimen. A
which tends to weaken its true
them that, when engendering naval officer may one day have to
nature.”
children, they will be guided by make quick decisions and have
“It is necessary to continue to criteria of responsible parenthood, them instantly obeyed, even when
proclaim with firmness, as a real helping them, moreover, in their they do not make sense. Many lives
service to society, the truth on human and religious formation, may be at stake.
marriage and the family established learned in their own home in an
In the telling of the parable of the
by God,” he said.
atmosphere of serene coexistence
unjust steward Our Lord was saying
“To fail to do so would be a grave and tenderness, as an expression that Christians have to be like that.
pastoral omission that would lead of God’s love for each one of his They have to be like this resourceful
believers to error, as well as those children,” he concluded.
if unscrupulous steward. Not that
Zenit News Service Jesus was commending the deceit
who have the grave responsibility
to make decisions on the common
and dishonesty! But rather our Lord
good of the nation,” John Paul II
was telling His disciples that they
continued.
ought to act as decisively as this
man, using any and all material
“This truth is valid not only for
advantages in this life as a means of
Catholics, but for all men and
providing for the life to come. Take
women without distinction, as
a lesson from worldly men like this
marriage and the family constitute
steward, the Lord was saying. Be
an irreplaceable good of society,
as clever and intentional in using
which cannot remain indifferent in
wealth to promote eternal life as this
face of its degradation or loss of
man did to promote his own selfidentity,” the Pope said.
interests in this life. Don’t condone
In the light of these fundamental
his dishonest action, but by golly tip
Vatican City, June 17, 2004

J

O
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your hat to his resolve!
We are to become as decisive about
spiritual direction and progress as a
naval officer operating in a chain of
command, or as an unjust steward
about to be fired and who makes the
most of his contacts to provide for
his future welfare.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa
of Avila Church on Friday, November 5,
2013.

O

ON MAN’S
MORTALITY

UR obligation is to do
God’s will, and not our own.
We must remember this if the
prayer that our Lord commanded us
to say daily is to have any meaning
on our lips. How unreasonable it is
to pray that God’s will be done, and
then not promptly obey it when he
calls us from this world! Instead we
struggle and resist like self-willed
slaves and are brought into the
Lord’s presence with sorrow and
lamentation, not freely consenting’
to’ our departure, but constrained by
necessity. And yet we expect to be
rewarded with heavenly honors by
him to whom we come against our
will! Why then do we pray for the
kingdom of heaven to come if this
earthly bondage pleases us? What
is the point of praying so often for
its early arrival if we would rather
serve the devil here than reign with
Christ?
The world hates Christians, so
why give your love to it instead of
following Christ, who loves you
and has redeemed you? John is most
urgent in his epistle when he tells
us not to love the world by yielding
to sensual desires. Never give your
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love to the world, he warns, or to
anything in it. A man, cannot love
the Father, and love the world at the
same time. All that the world offers
is the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes and earthly ambition. The
world and its allurements will pass
away—but the man who has done
the will of God shall live forever.
Our part, my dear brothers, is to be
single-minded, firm in faith, and
steadfast in courage, ready for God’s
will, whatever it may be. Banish the
fear of death and think of the eternal
life that follows it. That will show
people that we really live our faith.

virgins who subdued their passions
by the strength of continence.
There, the merciful are rewarded,
those who fulfilled the demands of
justice by providing for the poor. In
obedience to the Lord’s command,
they turned their earthly patrimony
into heavenly treasure.

We ought never to forget, beloved,
that we have renounced the world.
We are living here now as aliens and
only for a time. When the day of
our homecoming puts an end to our
exile, frees us from the bonds of the
world, and restores us to paradise
and to a kingdom, we should
welcome it. What man, stationed in
a foreign land, would not, want to
return to his own country as soon
as possible? Well, we look upon
paradise as our country, and a great
crowd of our loved ones awaits us,
there a countless throng of parents,
brothers and children longs for us
to join them. Assured though they
are of their own salvation, they are
still concerned about ours. What
joy both for them and for us to see
one another and embrace! O the
delight of that heavenly kingdom
where there is no fear of death! O
the supreme, and endless bliss, of
everlasting life!

Saint Cyprian

There, is the glorious band of
apostles, there, the exultant assembly
of prophets, there, the innumerable
host of martyrs, crowned for their
glorious victory in combat and in
death. There, in triumph, are the

My dear brothers, let all our longing
be to join them as soon as we may.
May God see our desire, may Christ
see this resolve that springs from
faith, for he will give the rewards of
his love more abundantly to those
who have longed for him more
fervently.
¶ Saint Cyprian (c. 200–258) was bishop of
Carthage and a martyr. Throughout his life
Cyprian insisted on discreet compassion,
on the unity of the Church, and the need
for obedience and loyalty. His feast day is
September 16th.

THANKSGIVING
DAY

Thursday, November 23, 2017
Solemn Mass & Sermon
10:30 a.m.

SOLEMNITY OF
CHRIST THE KING
Sunday, November 26, 2017
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.

Solemn Evensong &
Benediction
5:00 p.m.
This service is followed
by a reception.
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INTRODUCER TO CHRIST

fter Andrew had stayed
with Jesus and had learned
much from him, he did not keep this
treasure to himself, but hastened.to
share it with his brother. Notice what
Andrew said to him: We have found
the Messiah, that is to say, the Christ.
Notice how his words reveal what he
has learned in so short a time. They
show the power of the master who
has convinced them of this truth.
They reveal the zeal and concern of
men preoccupied with this question
from the very beginning. Andrew’s
words reveal a soul waiting with the
utmost longing for the coming of
the Messiah, looking forward to his
appearing from heaven, rejoicing
when he does appear, and hastening
to announce so great an event to
others. To support one another in
the things of the spirit is the true
sign of good will between brothers,
of loving kinship and sincere
affection.

Notice, too, how, even from the
beginning, Peter is docile and
receptive in spirit. He hastens to
Jesus, without delay. He brought
him to Jesus, says the evangelist. But
Peter must not be condemned for his
readiness to accept Andrew’s word
without much weighing of it. It is
probable that his brother had given
him, and many others, a careful
account of the event; the evangelists,
in the interest of brevity, regularly
summarize a lengthy narrative.
Saint John does not say that Peter
believed immediately, but that he
brought him to Jesus. Andrew was
to hand him over to Jesus, to learn
everything for himself. There was
also another disciple present, and
he hastened with them for. the same
purpose.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston St.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the Undercroft after Mass

Rectory:
When John the Baptist said,
This is the Lamb, and he baptizes
in the Spirit, he left the deeper
understanding of these things
to be received from Christ. All
the more so would Andrew act
in the same way, since he did
not think himself able to give
a complete explanation. He
brought his brother to the very
source of light, and Peter was so
joyful and eager that he would
not delay even for a moment.
Saint John Chrysostom
¶ St John Chrysostom (347–407) was
archbishop of Constantinople and
one of the Four Greek Doctors of
the Church (along with Athanasius,
Basil, and Gregory Nazianzus). Saint
Andrew’s Day is November 30th, a
Thursday this year.

HUMILITY IS
MINDFUL OF OUR
PRIVILEGE

T

oday Sirach counsels,”
“Conduct your affairs with

767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com
humility .... Humble yourself the
more, the greater you are, and you
will find favor with God.” Christ
promises us that “the one who
humbles himself will be exalted”.
Why is humility an integral part of
Christian righteousness? Because it
is humility that keeps us mindful of
our inestimable privilege we have
approached Jesus, the mediator of
a new covenant.” Only humility
disposes us to want what the Lord
offers and to be ever receptive to his
mercy in our midst. Humility insures
that our Gospel priorities are kept
intact. “Humility recognizes God as
he is… Humility and trust are what
make a person truly human”.
Pope Benedict XVI
¶ Elected pope in 2005, His Holiness
Benedict XVI reigned until 2013. He
observed his 90th birthday last April.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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