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THE IN BETWEEN PERIOD
THE SECOND coming of 

Christ is described in the 
New Testament by borrowing 
the picture language of the Old 
Testament. Much of today’s 
gospel passage [Luke 21:25-
28, 34-36] has its prototype in 
The Book of Daniel. Because 
of what is being said, the 
description of the judgment 
necessarily uses figurative 
or symbolic language. It is 
terrifying when reworked 
into a literal interpretation. 
Think of the portrayals of the 
Last Judgment by the great 
Italian masters or in music the 
setting of the Requiem Mass 
by Berlioz and Verdi (but not 
Fauré.) They are beautiful as 
art, but they do not leave us 
with a warm and rosy glow! 
They were not intended to 
do so. They were intended to 
move souls to repentance.

It is absolutely crucial, 
however, that we center our 
understanding of the Second 
Coming of Christ on Christ, and 
not focus on the tribulation and 
celestial portents and special effects 
of the writers of the apocalypse. The 
Book of Revelation is a vision of the 
judgment and the day of wrath. At 
the very beginning of Revelation St 

John puts the focus on the Lord. 
For when St John in his visionary 
trance sinks down as though dead, 
One comes to him and puts His 
hand on him and says, “Fear not; 
It is I.” John knows that voice 
and those words! Once when the 
twelve disciples were crossing the 
Sea of Galilee in a windstorm, the 
Master had come to them and said 

those very same words: “Fear 
not: It is I.”

So it is not simply the coming 
judgment of God Who is 
infinite, unknown, and eternal. 
The judgment has been handed 
to His Son, One Who is not a 
stranger, but Who has been a 
comrade in faith. God Who is 
our judge once spent a night at 
sea in a boat with His friends. 
The judge will not meet us as 
one from another place, but as 
one of us, Who knows us from 
His experience with us, and 
Who has suffered for and with 
us.

Even the term “second 
coming” is misleading if it 
implies that the judge has 
been away from us. In St 
John’s conception through 
The Book of Revelation Christ 
is reigning in the midst of the 
Church. In the sacraments He 
is in a vital proximate relation 

to Christians on earth. There is no 
need for modern Christians, or even 
for skeptics, to be bothered by the 
evident expectation of our Christian 
ancestors that Christ’s second 
coming was imminent in their time. 
(That understanding proved wrong 
by the passing of time.) But The 
Book of Revelation and all Christian 
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apocalyptic writing express in 
their unique phraseology the 
apostolic conviction that Christ is 
present with His Church Militant. 
It was this belief that Christ is 
with us now that gave them the 
expectation that He might reveal 
Himself at any moment. 

St Paul advised his Corinthians 
to wait “for the revelation of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul 
taught that way because Our Lord 
had instructed the apostles to 
constantly expect His revelation. 
Jesus told them “the Kingdom 
of God is nigh at hand” and that 
it has one foot already on the 
threshold of their doors! Taking 
his lead from the Lord, St James 
declared, “The judge standeth 
before the door.” It is as if the 
Apostolic Church expected Christ 
at any moment to break out of His 
Presence veiled in the Sacraments, 
or in the preaching, or in the 
person of His apostolic ministers. 
When St Paul used the Aramaic 
phrase “maran atha” (our Lord 
is come) that is very close to 
what we still sing in the Mass, 
Benedictus qui venit, “Blessed 
is He that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord.” At every Mass the 
Benedictus, the last words said 
or sung before the consecration, 
is both a praise and a declaration 
that Someone is coming to us.

Christ is veiled in the 
Sacraments. But the Sacraments 
are provisional. At the judgment, 
He says, “Then, they will see.” 
They will see the Son of Man 
coming. And it will be the end 
of the painful “not seeing” which 
has distinguished the Christian 
life ever since the Ascension 

Day. Life in the Church Militant 
is characterized by our walking 
“by faith, not sight.” From our 
perspective, we are living between the 
lightning of Christ’s first coming and 
the thunder of His final advent. We 
live in that “in between” period. But 
we do so with expectant confidence, 
because we are strengthened now by 
the Lord’s Presence in and with His 
Catholic Church. 

Father Bradford 
¶ A sermon preached on the First Sunday of 
Advent, December 2, 2012

ADVENT RENEWS 
THE MEMORY 

BELOVED, now is the acceptable 
time spoken of by the Spirit, 

the day of salvation, peace and 
reconciliation, the great season of 
Advent. This is the time eagerly 
awaited by the patriarchs and 
prophets, the time that holy Simeon 
rejoiced at last to see. This is the 
season that the Church has always 
celebrated with special solemnity. 
We too should always observe it 
with faith and love, offering praise 
and thanksgiving to the Father for 
the mercy and love he has shown us 
in this mystery. In his infinite love 
for us, though we were sinners, he 
sent his only Son to free us from 
the tyranny of Satan, to summon us 
to heaven, to welcome us into its 
innermost recesses, to show us truth 
itself, to train us in right conduct, to 
plant within us the seeds of virtue, 
to enrich us with the treasures of his 
grace, and to make us children of 
God and heirs of eternal life. 

Each year, as the Church recalls 
this mystery, she urges us to renew 
the memory of the great love God 
has shown us. This holy season 

teaches us that Christ’s coming 
was not only for the benefit of 
his contemporaries; his power 
has still to be communicated to 
us all. We shall share his power; 
if, through holy faith and the 
sacraments, we willingly accept 
the grace Christ earned for us, 
and live by that grace and in 
obedience to Christ.

The Church asks us to 
understand that Christ, who came 
once in the flesh, is prepared to 
come again. When we remove all 
obstacles to his presence he will 
come, at any hour and moment, 
to dwell spiritually in our hearts, 
bringing with him the riches of 
his grace.

In her concern for our salvation, 
our loving mother the Church 
uses this holy season to teach 
us through hymns, canticles 
and other forms of expression, 
of voice or ritual, used by the 
Holy Spirit. She shows us how 
grateful we should be for so great 
a blessing, and how to gain its 
benefit: our hearts should be as 
much prepared for the coming of 
Christ as if he were still to come 
into this world. The same lesson 
is given us for our imitation by 
the words and example of the 
holy men of the Old Testament.

St Charles Borromeo
¶ St Charles Borromeo (1538-

1584) was archbishop of Milan and 
a cardinal. With St Ignatius of Loyola 
and St Philip Neri he was a leading 
figure of the Counter-reformation and 
responsible for significant reforms 
in the Church. This excerpt is taken 
from one of his pastoral letters to his 
diocese.
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THE 
IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 

OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY
Vigil Mass

Thursday, December 7, 2017
7:30 p.m.

¶ On December 8th 
Mass at 7:00 p.m. is in the 

Ordinary Form
The Immaculate Conception is 

a Holy Day of Obligation

THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION

Reason shows that all things 
have a cause and Scripture 

reveals that the cause of all things 
is God. He alone has no cause, no 
beginning. In this respect, at least, 
he is utterly different from the uni-
verse and all that is in it .

After everything else, God made 
Adam and Eve. He gave them the 
power of reason and the ability to 
love. When they disbelieved his 
word and believed the lie of Satan, 
they distorted themselves and ev-
ery relationship (Prayer Book, page 
848).

The Father at once promised to 
send redemption (Genesis 3: 13). 
When the time was right, he sent 
his only Son, born of Mary. He pro-
vided a new man out of the flesh of 
Mary, just as he first took Eve out 
of the flesh of Adam.

Like Eve, this woman was created 
good, unstained by sin. She was 
washed in Jesus’ redeeming blood 
from her beginning. She exhibits 
the highest potential of created be-
ings.

All creation is meant to be sancti-
fied forever by the Holy Spirit the 
Lord, and Giver of Life, who over-
shadowed Mary (Luke 1:35) before 
the birth of Jesus, just as he moved 
over the waters at the very begin-
ning (Genesis 1:2).

This doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception explains the goodness 
intended by the Creator from the 
beginning for us and all his crea-
tures, and first restored in Mary 
through Jesus. 

The crescent moon is an emblem 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. When 
it is shown in this form and position 
it is  significant of the glory she bor-
rows from her Son, Jesus Christ, the 
Sun of Righteousness, even as the 
moon reflects the sun.
¶ This article appeared in the December 
10, 2003 issue of the parish paper for 
Church of the Good Shepherd (Anglican) 
in East Chicago, Indiana.

A HOME WITHIN 
OUR HEARTS

A royal birth is traditionally 
the occasion for celebration. 

When the civilized world was ruled 
by kings and disputed succession 
might mean civil war and the threat 
of foreign invasion then the hopes 
of an entire nation would be invest-
ed in a new-born child, especially if 
he happened to be a first-born son.

At Christmas we celebrate the 
birth of a royal Son who carries 
within Himself the fulfilment of all 
our deepest human aspirations. The 
Nativity is a royal birth with a dif-
ference. There are no palace walls 
or gates, and no guards, to protect 
this royal Child; and although a 
convoy of V.I.P.s will eventually 
make its way to Bethlehem from 
the East, the first subjects to pay 
homage to this Child will be some 
shepherds summoned from the sur-
rounding hills by an angel.
Popular tradition relates that Our 

Lord was born into the cold and the 
dark of a winter’s night. As they 
knelt to adore the Child in a man-

ger, however, those shepherds must 
have realized that they would never 
have to fear the dark again. With the 
new Faith infused into their souls on 
that first Christmas Eve, their hearts 
were warmed by the rays of divine 
light that streamed out of the man-
ger and into the world around them.
Looking into the face of a new-

born child can be an unsettling ex-
perience. The clarity in the eyes and 
the purity of expression are an indi-
cation of innocence of soul within. 
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Catch a glimpse of our own reflec-
tion in those eyes and what we see 
looking back at us might not be so 
agreeable. No child was ever more 
perfectly pure than the Child Jesus. 
And yet He has not come to gov-
ern by rule of law or force of arms. 
Rather  He comes into the world to 
restore to us a childlike innocence 
that has been lost.
His arrival in a stable rather than 

in a palace is no accident. His de-
sire is that we should be moved to 
offer him a home within our hearts. 
An army would be completely use-
less in establishing the sort of reign 
that He intends. He has not come 
to govern by force of arms. Rather 
He has come to take possession of 
our hearts by invitation. He asks for 
entry, but we always remain free to 
lock Him out.
There is of course a catch. Around 

December, animal welfare societies 
have been known to put up post-
ers declaring “A pet is not just for 
Christmas”. And the Christ-Child 
is certainly not just for Christmas. 
Once accepted, the divine gift of 
the new life that He offers us has 
to be fed and nurtured. We must 
become sensitive to what nourish-
es that life and we have to learn to 
avoid whatever is harmful to it. The 
life of grace has to be sustained by 
loving contact with its divine ori-
gin, through prayer and worship. It 
has to be expressed in good works.
In some churches it is apparently 

customary for preachers to berate 
those “Christmas Catholics” who 
turn up to sing the carols at Mid-
night Mass and are never seen again 
until a year later. Not at the Oratory. 
The Fathers of the London Oratory 
are famously liberal and soft-heart-
ed, and have never been known to 

become God.” How blasphemous 
this would sound, had it not been re-
vealed to us by God Himself. This 
transformation is effected in Bap-
tism, when the very life and holiness 
of Christ is poured into our hearts in 
Sanctifying Grace. It is increased 
and perfected whenever we make a 
well-prepared Holy Communion.
Normally at Christmas there will 

be a good number of people pres-
ent at Mass who are not in a posi-
tion to receive Holy Communion on 
Christmas day itself. Perhaps it is a 
long time since you last had an op-
portunity to go to Confession, and 
you are in need of absolution. If 
this is the case, then all is not lost. 
Christmas only actually begins on 
Christmas Eve, and it lasts a whole 
twelve days. Come and find a priest 
during one of the quieter days that 
follow, and explain to him that you 
wish to prepare a place for the Child 
Jesus in your heart by making a 
good Confession. Having received 
sacramental absolution, you can 
then look forward to the lowly sta-
ble of your heart being transformed 
into the palace of a King when you 
receive Holy Communion.

Fr Julian Large
¶ This article was published in the Decem-
ber 2012 issue of The Oratory Magazine 
(Vol. 89, No. 1099) the parish paper of the 

Brompton (London) Oratory.

berate anyone- and certainly not 
during the season of good cheer.
The truth is that the Child Jesus 
invites everyone to the manger. At 
Christmas especially Love Incar-
nate extends His warmth and His 
friendship to everyone, the shep-
herd and the wise man, the virgin 
and the whore. No one is to be ex-
cluded from the celebration at the 
crib.
Perhaps we have set our hearts on 

some particular gift this Christmas. 
The best gift by far that we can 
ever receive is Our Lord in Holy 
Communion. That little white disc 
is infinitely more precious than the 
whole material universe in all its 
majesty. The Sacred Host is God 
Himself.
Why did the Second Person of 

the Blessed Trinity, who lives eter-
nally in Heavenly bliss, take on 
our frail human flesh and come 
into this violent and unwelcoming 
world? The answer is to be found 
in the Sacrifice of the Mass. At 
the Offertory, the celebrant pours 
a small drop of water into the un-
consecrated wine. That drop of 
water becomes one with the wine 
that will soon be transformed into 
the Precious Blood. And the priest 
prays that, by the mystery of the 
water mingling with the wine, we 
may come to share in His Divinity 
Who humbled Himself to share in 
our humanity.
And so the Holy Mass contains 

the answer to why that holy Child 
was born into this world in Bethle-
hem, He takes on our human nature 
in order to communicate to us His 
Divine Nature. In a phrase that was 
dear to St Athanasius and others 
of the Fathers of the Church: “He 
became man so that man might 
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Ñ St. John’s Seminary is offering 
its Service of Lessons and Carols 
on Saturday, December 2nd at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, December 
3rd at 3:00 p.m. Both services are 
in the lovely seminary chapel 
in Brighton. The services are 
conducted by the seminary’s 
music director, our friend, Dr. 
Janet Hunt. 

Ñ Father Bradford has appointed 
Evelyn Theriault to the finance 
committee of the congregation and 
Susan Russo as editor of Contra 
Mundum, the parish paper. Susan 
is the third editor of the paper, 
which dates back to 1998. David 
Burt and then Stephen Cavanaugh 
have been the editors. Our thanks 
to Steve for a job well done for 
many years.

Ñ Members of the community 
of Saint Gregory the Great who 
wish to remain anonymous have 
donated the new Communion 
kneeler in gratitude to God as 
a visible and lasting symbol of 
the Unity existing between their 
Ordinariate community and the 
Congregation of Saint Athanasius. 
“Because there is one bread, we 
who are many are one body, for 
we all partake of the one bread.” 
[1 Corinthians 10:17]

Ñ The Christmas collection at 
Masses on December 24 in the 
evening and December 25 benefit 
the clergy retirement fund of the 
Archdiocese of Boston. These 
funds provide stipends, housing, 
and medical insurance for the 
retired priests of the archdiocese. 
Please be generous.

THE ADVENT        
EMBER DAYS

Being the Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday after the First Sunday in 

Advent
Ember Wednesday in Advent

Collect:

Grant, we beseech thee, Al-
mighty God: that the coming 

festival of our redemption may ob-
tain for us the comfort of thy suc-
cour in this life, and in the life to 
come the reward of eternal felicity; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, world without end. 
Amen.

Divine Worship: The Missal

ABOUT CHRISTMAS 
FLOWERS

Flower fund envelopes are 
available for your contributions 

towards the cost of greening Saint 
Lawrence Church for the Christmas 
Season. The church always looks 
lovely, but the decor is not free! 
Your memorial gifts are listed in the 
Christmas service leaflet.

SHORT NOTES 
Ñ During Advent, the congregation 
is using the Fourth Communion 
Service, numbers 719–721 in The 
Hymnal 1940, for music at sung 
Masses. We will return to the 
Second Communion Service for the 
Christmas and Epiphany seasons. 

Ñ Copies of the Magnificat Advent 
Companion and a book titled Advent 
Meditations by Father Stravinskas 
are available for purchase and  
found in the tract case. Both contain 
meditations for each day of the 
Advent season. 

Ñ An Every Member Canvass for 
financial support is being conducted 
this Fall. Please return your pledge 
card at your earliest convenience. 
Many thanks.

Ñ Congratulations to Jeremy 
Kappenman who received the 
Sacrament of Holy Confirmation 
at Mass on Sunday, November 19th. 
Jeremy, his wife Clare, and children,  
live in Granby, Mass. Blessings to 
all.
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Sunday, December 24, 2017 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

11:30 a.m.
Solemn Mass & Sermon

CHRISTMAS EVE 
8:00 p.m. 

Procession and Blessing of the Creche 
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

Monday, December 25, 2017 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

10:30 a.m.
Sung Mass & Sermon 

Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation 

Sunday, December 31, 2017
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

11:30 a.m.  
Solemn Mass & Sermon

Monday, January 1, 2018
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

10:30 a.m. 
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year

Sunday, January 7, 2018
The Second Sunday after Christmas Day 

The Epiphany Observed in the USA
11:30 a.m. 

Sung Mass & Sermon
5:00 p.m. 

Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols 
A reception will follow this service 

Christmas sChedule
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

THE CHRISTMAS 
COMMUNION

ENKINDLE in your hearts 
ardent desires and burning 

wishes for Our Lord to come to 
you in the virtue of his charity, love 
of the Father, and of every human 
being. Say with the Royal Prophet, 
“I opened my mouth and panted.” 
And your Savior will respond, 
“Surely I come quickly; you shall 
see me very soon.” Your eyes at 
the midnight Mass will gaze upon 
the elevated Host and your lips 
will utter, “My Lord and my God.” 
A few minutes more and the little 
Infant will have come to you. His 
Immaculate Mother did not hold 
him more truly in her arms that first 
Christmas midnight than you will 
have him, heart to heart. Then all 
the love of that Infant Redeemer 
will be poured out upon you. It’s a 
thirst of the heart of every creature 
that desires to be loved, and the love 
which can alone satisfy that craving 
is the Divine Love. Let your heart 
delight in the love your God has for 
you, personally, individually. No 
soul ever in ardent fervor desires 
to unite herself to our Lord in Holy 
Communion, as our Lord desires 
to unite himself to her. So Holy 
Communion is a delight to your 
Infant Savior; because he loves you, 
oh, how immeasurably! He tells 
you in his heart to heart interview 
that he has become a little Infant 
so that you may love him with a 
human love without fear. He wants 
you to confide in him, approach 
to him with a conviction that his 
Great Majesty is annihilated that 
you may no longer see in him but 
a little Child, with a body and soul 
just as you have. And the mystery 

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON 
SATURDAY is celebrated each 
week at 8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar 
in St Theresa of Avila Church, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or St. Theresa Avenue 
side doors.

of love is this: that he unites his 
Body to your body and your soul 
to his Soul, so that yours may be 
a member of his very own. This 
Christmas Holy Communion 
will unite you to our Lord, it is 
my prayer, more intimately than 
ever before in all your lives so 
that even the smallest of your 
actions may by this union be 
animated with divine Life – and 
all for the honor of the Father and 
the salvation of souls. May you 
participate in his life of charity, 
and may a divine light illumine 
you to see the depths and heights 
of the charity of a God made Man 
to redeem that which was lost. 
You participate in the spirit and 
the immense charity of Christ so 
as to be born this Christmas to a 
new life of charity – for “he that 
abides in charity, abides in God.”

St Katherine Drexel
¶ St Katherine Drexel, S.B.S. (1858-1955) 
was an American heiress, philanthropist. 
religious, and founder of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament. She was canonized in 
2000. This article was taken from unpublished 
notes, 1908. 

OUR ANNUAL LESSONS & 
CAROLS service will be held on the 
Solemnity of the Epiphany, January 7, 
2018. The service is at 5:00 pm. 
SIGN UP TO READ a lesson, picking 
one from the clipboard and signing 
your name on the appropriate line on 
the sign-up sheet. The sign-up sheet 
will be available at coffee hours be-
ginning in mid-December. 
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


