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NOTHING BUT EUPHEMISMS

Let me sing
for my beloved
a love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.

2 He digged it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
judge, I pray you, between me
and my vineyard.
4 What more was there to do for my
vineyard,
that I have not done in it?
When I looked for it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
Isaiah 5:1-4

I

t is probable everyone who
reads this parish paper will
agree society does not get along
without the Church. (The Founding
Fathers certainly had no problem
with that fact.) The signs of
hemorrhaging are all around us:
mass shootings in concert halls,
churches, schools, hospitals, and
sports events. Abortion is the
law of the land, and euthanasia is
close to becoming so. Widespread
adherence to the Golden Rule and
the notion that “your word is your
bond” have given way to the now
apparently accepted practice of

raiding employee pension fund
retirement savings or negating them
altogether in order to pay creditors.

The Detroit bankruptcy case in 2014
issued in a “great breakthrough”
according to the Wall Street Journal,
when the federal judge ruled since
the express purpose of bankruptcy
is to impair contracts, it follows that
pension benefits are not entitled to
any heightened protection. It all
reminded me that just a few months
prior to the collapse of the Soviet
Union the Communist government
arbitrarily capped personal savings
accounts. Everything over $10,000
disappeared! And I thought at the
time you can’t do that to people
and get away with it very long.
We didn’t know just how weak the
Soviet government was, but when
American businessmen told me at
a Rotary luncheon the Moscow cab
drivers wanted payment in dollars
not rubles, we knew the writing
was on the wall. At any rate, just
last month the Boston Herald
newspaper, claiming bankruptcy,
announced it had a buyer, but one
which would walk away from any
existing pension fund obligations
to employees. So much for the
Employee Retirement Income
Security Act of 1974, which directed
that company assets and liabilities

be kept separate from pension funds.
In the realm of medical ethics there
were more signs of hemorrhaging.
The ancient Hippocratic Oath
declared the administration of
poisonous drugs resulting in murder
is immoral. It contains an absolute
ban on euthanasia and prohibition
of abortion. When I asked our
physician daughter how today’s
doctors get around these provisions
she said it was easy. They no longer
take the oath. That is true enough.
The chipping away began in
1847 when the American Medical
Association adopted a new code of
medical ethics. You can see where
this is going! In the Nazi era German
medical students did not take an
oath in any form. The United States
Supreme Court in its Roe v. Wade
decision dismissed the relevance of
the Hippocratic Oath in the realm
of medical ethics. By 1993 only
14% of medical oaths taken by new
doctors prohibited euthanasia. 8%
prohibited abortion.
Besides the shameful Boston
Herald story, last month’s news
told the results of a meeting of the
Massachusetts Medical Society.
This is the oldest such organization
in the nation, founded on November
1, 1781. On the whole question
of euthanasia, the doctors voted
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152-56 to adopt a “neutral
engagement” policy. It reminds
us of Roman governor Pontius
Pilate washing his hands while
Almighty God stood before him in
judgment and bound with a rope.
So the doctors, bristling at the
phrase “doctor-assisted suicide”
supported calling euthanasia
“medical aid-indying.” Beware
of euphemisms! The Nazis didn’t
invent euphemisms but they had a
whopper. The mass extermination
of Jews was called “the final
solution.” And the people who
advocate the right to murder
unborn children call their position
“pro-choice.”
Mass shootings, bombings, the
perversion of marriage in ways
neither solemn nor matrimony,
“Susie has two mommies,”
abortion, euthanasia, are all
symptoms of the hemorrhage. The
fact is western civilization has
drifted from the very principles
on which it was founded. Culture
and cult go together. Ask any
anthropologist. When you destroy
the cult, you also destroy the
culture.
What more was there to do for
my vineyard that I have not done
in it? When I looked for it to
yield grapes, why did it yield wild
grapes?
Father Bradford

THE BAPTISM OF
THE LORD

R

EVELATION — this is the
key word for this holy season
that follows Christmas, revelation
from the Latin revelatio, lifting
a veil to show what has hitherto

been concealed, to show us clearly
something of what is still a mystery.
Last Sunday was the Solemnity of
the Epiphany, the great revelation
of Jesus Christ to all peoples, represented by the Magi, or three Holy
Kings..
The Epiphany encompasses also
the revelation of Jesus Christ in his
Baptism in the river Jordan and in
His first public miracle, changing
water into wine at Cana of Galilee.
These events, thirty years or so after
the Epiphany, reveal Him as the Son
of the Father and as the Messiah of a
new kingdom.
Today, in celebrating his Baptism,
we see Jesus the Christ coming to the
Jordan, quietly joining the penitents’
queue waiting for their baptism at the
hands of John the Baptiser. When Jesus appears before him John recoils
from immersing his kinsman, for he
knows who He really is. Yet he gives
in to the humble will of Christ, who
enters the water as the Spirit appears
in the form of dove, with thundering words from heaven, “This is my
Son, the Beloved!” The Holy Trinity
is revealed in that instant, the divine
Son immersed in the water, the Holy
Spirit coming upon Him, the Father
revealing who He is.
The words at the Jordan will be
echoed on Mount Tabor in the radiance of the Transfiguration; “This
is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to
Him!” At Tabor the divine glory is
revealed, anticipating the Cross and
Resurrection that will happen soon
after. But at the Jordan, in His Baptism, we see no glory, only humility
and the washing of flesh, the revelation to us of the Son who is enfleshed
in our human nature; the Incarnation.
Jesus Christ did not need to be

baptised. He was sinless, the Immaculate Lamb, Son of the Immaculate Virgin. Yet, by entering
the water of penitence, by accepting John’s baptism, He teaches
us. First He gives us an example,
calling all to Baptism, to that
great sacrament He will institute.
Secondly, as the Fathers and mystics of the Church affirm, He consecrates the water by contact with
His sacred Body. In instituting the
sacrament of Baptism He acts and
He teaches, by deed and word, by
entering the water and later commanding the apostles to baptise,
He establishes the great and basic
sacrament. Likewise, instituting
the Eucharist as sacrifice and sacrament He teaches in words and
He acts as priest and victim at the
Last Supper and on the Cross. In
instituting the Sacrament of Marriage, He teaches fidelity and indissolubility and He acts for He
is the Bridegroom of His beloved
bride, the Church, in a great Mystery.
Today we should reflect on our
own Baptism. We have all been
baptised in the fountain of new
life. We have all been born again
in that cleansing water. We have
all died and risen with Him in the
sacred pool. By our Baptism we
are freed from Original Sin and
born to a new life. We are a new
creation, new creatures, adopted
as the sons and daughters of God
and members of the Mystical
Body of Christ, holy Church.
Christian man, Christian woman, think of your dignity as a son
or daughter of God the Father, a
brother or sister of God the Son,
living temples of the Holy Spirit.
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Think of your freedom from Original Sin and death. Think of your
justification, for in Baptism the
righteousness or goodness of God
is given to you, present within you
as the Council of Trent teaches.
For God does not merely acquit
us, as Luther taught, rather we are
filled with the justifying Spirit.
Think therefore of your sanctification, sanctifying grace, which is
the presence and work of the Holy
Spirit in our Baptism. And if we
lose justifying grace through sins,
we have what the French call the
‘second baptism’ in the Sacrament
of Penance and Reconciliation, and
all the grace is restored.
Think also of the permanence of
this great sacrament. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church
emphasizes, we receive an indelible character in Baptism. God is
always with us. God permanently
consecrates each one of us to share
in the Priesthood of Christ. This is
why the permanent character imprinted in Baptism places us in that
hierarchy of worship in the Church,
the Body of Christ. By Baptism and
Confirmation you have a right and
duty to be here at Mass, but also
the power to offer worship through
the divine Sacrifice. By the third
permanent consecration, Holy Orders, priests are provided to offer
the Sacrifice and act in the Person
of Christ.
However, in this Year of Faith we
should reflect on yet another wonderful dimension of this great sacrament, the gift of Faith. The Holy
Spirit brings us Faith, Hope and
Charity in Baptism. These divine
virtues are infused in the sacrament.
Today we may think mainly of the
gift of Faith.

There are many ways of
understanding what Faith is. In a
basic sense it is trust, believing in
God, believing in Jesus Christ His
beloved Son, epitomised in the
aspiration of the Divine Mercy,
‘’Jesus, I trust in you!” and in the
fervent message of Father Faber,
“All for Jesus!”
At the same time, Faith is believing
what God reveals in and through His
beloved Son. It is assent to the truths
revealed by God and proposed to us
by the Church in the Creed, in that
body of truth that we rightly call ‘the
Faith’. Faith may also be understood
as a kind of instinct, a ‘sense of faith’
among the faithful, according to Bl.
John Henry Newman and as taught
by the Second Vatican Council. Yet
our faith is never opposed to reason.
Faith and reason walk together and
inter-related as Bl. John Paul II
taught in his magnificent encyclical,
Fides et Ratio, and as Pope Benedict
constantly insists in his challenge to
a secularised world.
Nevertheless,
as
Christian
Initiation, Baptism is perfected in
the Sacrament of Confirmation, the
seal of the Spirit. This sacrament
sends you out into the world and
calls you to live the faith there, to
spread the faith and to witness to
the faith. Our faith is not locked in
a sacristy.
In this regard we can reflect on
the challenge we face; ‘same sex
marriage’. What does our faith call
us to do in the face of this threat?
Let me observe that the parliament
of my country, Australia, recently
rejected ‘same sex marriage’. Yet I
discovered that even the Fathers of
the Oratory did not know this, which
is surprising, as they know so many
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things! It seems as if the Australian
rejection of ‘same sex marriage’
was airbrushed out of your media.
You are not allowed to know about
this. Rather you are subjected to
wicked propaganda, that ‘same sex
marriage’ is ‘inevitable’. I am old
enough to remember a time when
another kind of propaganda told us
that Communism was ‘inevitable’,
and look what happened to that.
I choose to refer to this deeply
disturbing issue so as to call on you
to put the faith of your Baptism into
action. Listen to your bishops and
join with other Christians, join with
members of other religions and all
men and women of good will, and
work with compassion and charity
to defeat this threat to marriage,
the family, even the very identity
of the human person. The gift of
faith received in Baptism always
challenges us to put it into action.
Bishop Peter Elliott
¶ This sermon, preached on January 13,
2013, was published in the February, 2013
edition of The Oratory Parish Magazine,
a publication of the Brampton (London)
Oratory. Bishop Elliott is Auxiliary Bishop
of Melbourne, Australia.
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HUMAN PERSONHOOD

T

HERE IS ONE AND ONLY
one reason why people argue
about whether human personhood
begins at conception: because some
people want to justify abortion. The
issue, the personhood of the fetus, is
triply crucial. It is crucial for abortion, abortion is crucial for medical
ethics, and medical ethics is crucial
for the future of our civilization.
Abortion is a clear-cut evil. Anyone who honestly seeks “peace on
earth, good will toward men” will
see this if only he extends it to include women and children. Especially Christians should see this
very clearly, for their faith reinforces their natural reason and conscience, a faith that declares that every human being is sacred because
he or she is made in the image of
God. The fact that some people
controvert a position does not in itself make that position intrinsically
controversial. People argued for
both sides about slavery, racism and
genocide too, but that did not make
them complex and difficult issues.
First, the personhood of the fetus
is clearly the crucial issue for abortion, for if the fetus is not a person,
abortion is not the deliberate killing of an innocent person. All other
aspects of the abortion controversy
are relative to this one; e.g. women
have rights—over their own bodies
but not over other person’s bodies.
The law must respect a “right to privacy,” but killing other persons is
not a private but a public deed. Persons have a “right to life,” but nonpersons (e.g. cells, tissues, organs,
and animals) do not.

Second, abortion is a crucial issue for medical ethics because
the right to life is the fundamental
right. If l am not living I can have
no other rights. The two sides on
this issue are more intransigently
opposed to each other than on any
other issue—rightly so, for if pro
lifers are right abortion is murder,
and if pro-choicers are right prolifers are fanatic, intolerant, and
repressive about nothing.
Third, medical ethics is crucial
for our civilization, for our lives
are more closely touched here
than by any economic, political, or
military issue.
Peter Kreeft
¶ This article is taken from “Featured
Writing” at peterkreeft.com. Dr Kreeft is
Professor of Philosophy in Boston College and regularly assists in the Anglican
Use Mass.
¶ Monday, January 22, is a Day of Prayer
for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children. It is the anniversary of the Supreme
Court decision, Roe v. Wade (1973).

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to those who sent
Christmas cards and gifts to Fr
Bradford and his family during the
Holy Season. Your kindness and
support are very much appreciated.
Ñ Deacon Thomas Burke departed
this life on November 26th. A
funeral service took place in the
Melkite Cathedral on November
28th, attended by many parishioners
who remember him as a valued
friend and colleague. May he rest in
peace.
Ñ If you have not yet responded to
this year’s Every Member Canvass,
please do so. The parish finance
committee will meet in mid-January
to tabulate results and plan our
operating budget for the year. Many
thanks.
Ñ Anglican Use Mass is offered each
Saturday at 8:00 a.m. at the Marian
altar in St Theresa of Avila Church.
You may enter the main church via
the pavilion or St Theresa Avenue
side doors.
Ñ Many thanks to Judie Bradford
who hosted a reception after evening
Mass on the Vigil of the Immaculate
Conception, December 7th.

Octave Day of the Nativity
Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God

Ñ Parishioner Fred Jillson is
recuperating from surgery in early
December. Fred and Sheila live in
Gloucester. Best wishes to them
both.

10:30 a.m.

Ñ Marcia Rand’s oldest brother,
James Bassey, departed this life on
November 30th. He was 89 years
old and lived in North Carolina.
May he rest in peace.

This year in the United States, this
is not a holy day of obligation.

Ñ Ash Wednesday is February 14th.
This is the first day of Lent.

January 1, 2018
Solemn Mass & Sermon

Contra Mundum

THE DAMASCUS
ROAD
‘Witnessing … none other things
than those which the prophets …
did say.’ — Acts xxvi. 22

S
THE SOLEMNITY
OF THE EPIPHANY
The Manifestation of Christ
to the Gentiles
January 7, 2018
Procession, Noveritis
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.
A Festival of Lessons & Carols
5:00 p.m.
A reception follows this service

IN CASE OF SNOW on Sundays,
please be careful. The church
parking lot will be scraped and
treated prior to the 9:00 a.m. Mass.
If there is any problem, the property
manager will call Fr. Bradford at
home. You should make your own
assessment of driving conditions
before driving to Mass.

URELY
NOTHING
of
more importance than the
conversion of S. Paul has happened
in the history of the Church since
Pentecost. His was one of the
greatest minds God ever created.
No doubt the first questioning
came to him when he heard the
speech of Stephen, a man who
had the history of their race at
his fingers’ ends and could show
how it all led up to the coming of
Christ as the true Messiah. How
often, when a man is beginning
to be convinced, does he fight
against the conviction when it
will mean a very great change in
his own life! So Saul of Tarsus
went to Damascus to fling himself
against what seemed to him to
be the menace of a new heresy.
On the Damascus road God
revealed Himself, and in a
blinding flash there came to Saul
the beginning of the conviction
that Christ was indeed the
fulfilment of all that Moses and
the prophets had been leading
up to. If Christ was the living,
everlasting God, there must be
a complete revolution in every
part of his life. For three days, in
darkness, without food or drink,
Saul fought in a terrible spiritual
conflict the challenge that had
come to him. He had gone forth
to destroy something which he
firmly believed to be wrong,
having behind him the authority
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of all the important people in
his religion, and he had now to
come to the conclusion that that
authority was wrong, and that the
very thing he had set out to destroy
was the true Gospel of God. He
was too big a man to shirk the
issue. He came to his conclusion
and took the consequences.
He became the slave of Christ.
Father Andrew, S.D.C.
¶ Father Andrew was an Anglican priest
of the Society of the Divine Compassion.
He lived from 1869-1946 and was highly
regarded as a spiritual director and
writer. The Feast of the Conversion of
Saint Paul is Thursday, January 25th.

Yet the truths we teach are one thing, the
abuses thrust upon us are another. There
are commandments that we are bound to
give; there are breaches of them that we
are commanded to correct, but until we
correct them we must of necessity put up
with them.
St. Augustine.
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I

WITHOUT THE
FEELING OF
GRACE

F WE NEED A PATRON
saint for coping with trials and
tribulations, that saint might be
Elizabeth Seton. A spirited young
woman who wanted only to fall in
love, be a happy wife, and raise a
family, wound up having adventures beyond her dreams. She grew
in faith and hope because of trials, not in spite of them, and with
each trial God revealed resources,
strength, and courage she did not
know she had.
Isaiah once prayed “O Lord, Thou
art our Father: we are the clay, and
Thou our potter; and we are all the
work of Thy hand.”
God is an artist. The way He will
bring your soul and mine into perfect union with Himself must be left
to God. We may often have to go
through times of suffering and spiritual darkness. It sometimes seems
that God doesn’t care whether we
worship Him or not, and sometimes
He gives us not even a drop of comfort. But such times are a call to
abandon ourselves even more completely to the will of God and trust
Him utterly. Sometimes Our Father
gives us the grace to go on without
the feeling of grace, and to persevere not knowing why or how we
remain faithful.
When we pray, remember we are
kneeling in the presence of the
greatest spiritual artist. If we trust
Him, He will fashion a saint out of
each of us. But we must trust God
and leave Him free to do His own
work in His own way.

Do you ever just look at a Crucifix? God was doing His work in His
own way. It can be like that in us. In
a time of darkness, when everything
is breaking up around us, a spiritual
foundation is being well and truly
laid. That was Elizabeth Seton’s unshakable conviction all her life.
Father Richard Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of Avila
Church on January 4, 2017, the commemoration of St Elizabeth Ann Seton. Articles
on Mother Seton also appeared in the parish paper in January 2006 and January
2012.

THE ISLAND
PRISON, CUBA,
JANUARY 1998

T

HEN
MORE
BEGAN.

TROUBLE

When the O’Connor party arrived
at the airport, we were told that
our flight back to Havana would
be delayed for hours because the
Cuban government had decreed that
no planes could be allowed in Cuban
airspace while the papal plane was
in the air. This was an obvious
lie, as we could see planes taking
off and landing while we stewed
in the unair-conditioned airport
What had happened? It wouldn’t
have surprised me if the regime,
seriously put off by Archbishop
Meurice’s denunciation of Fidel and
his regime but unable to retaliate
against the Pope, decided to stick
it to the Americans by holding us
in Santiago for a good long time.
The former US Navy admiral John
Joseph O’Connor was not amused,
and as the hours wore on it was not
hard to envision steam emanating
from his ears.
When they finally decided to let

us go, I walked out of the fetid air
port with Cardinal Hickey. We were
chatting about nothing in particular
when a Cuban security official
stepped in front of our party and
said, “Gentlemen, would you please
stand against that wall there for a
moment?” As we lined up, Hickey
not previously known for rapierlike
wit, stage-whispered to me, “Could
I please have a written statement
that I’m about to be shot in odium
fidei [in hatred of the faith]? It’ll
simplify the beatification process.”
One more story from those days
should be told here. On the night
of the Mass in Camaguey, I was
sitting in the hotel bar with some
American colleagues, rehashing
the day and sharing intelligence
about the politics of the visit and
the bailout of most American
journalists, stampeding back to
Washington to cover what they
expected would be the resignation
of President Clinton because of the
Lewinsky affair. The hotel was one
of those five-star monsters built for
conscience-light tourists who didn’t
mind vacationing in an apartheid
society far more rigidly segregated
between rich foreigners and poor
locals than Johannesburg ever
was between whites and blacks.
Clumsily disguised “bellboys”—
Cuban internal security goons—
were everywhere, making sure
that the proper apartheid distance
was being maintained and that
we weren’t slipping dollars to the
waiters (which we did anyway).
Then, in walked an American
cardinal with a gang of youngsters
he had just met at a local church
trailing behind him. The cardinal
invited them into the bar for a Coke
and, as they were a choir, asked
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them to sing. Their beautiful, clear
voices got everyone’s attention and
I asked the cardinal what was going
on. “I met them in their church,”
he answered, “and asked them to
come here and sing about the real
revolution—the revolution of Jesus
Christ.”
The cardinal wasn’t through yet.
As the ferrets watched, speechless,
he took these twenty kids up the
escalators to one of the hotel’s
posh restaurants and stood them
to a dinner the likes of which none
of them had ever seen before,
walking up and down the buffet and
explaining to these impoverished
youngsters in fluent Spanish what
each dish was. After they had eaten
the cardinal encouraged them to
sing again and sat nearby so that the
security types wouldn’t interfere.
Everything in the restaurant simply
stopped, as guests, staff, and goons
were serenaded for perhaps twenty
minutes by songs about the love of
Christ.
In the middle of this impromptu
concert I went over to where the
cardinal was sitting and whispered,
“I doubt that this is accurate
theologically, but I think you’ve
performed a kind of exorcism here
tonight.” He smiled and we shook
hands, knowing that we were living
a very special moment.
The cardinal was Bernard Francis
Law of Boston. What he did that
night—working a small miracle of
evangelical love—is another part
of his legacy that deserves to be
remembered.
George Weigel
¶This excerpt is from a newly published book,

Lessons in Hope: My Unexpected Life with St
John Paul II, Basic Books, New York, 2017.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

The Feast of the Presentation
of the Lord
and
The Purification of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Friday, February 2, 2018
CANDLEMAS
Procession,
Station at the Marian Altar

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

Solemn High Mass
and Sermon
7:30 p.m.
A reception will follow this service

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON
SATURDAY is celebrated each
week at 8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar
in St Theresa of Avila Church, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
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