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CANDLEMAS: A FEAST OF LIGHT

nothing could be further from the
truth than this apparent conflict
between these two lights of Faith
and reason. The Church rejoices
in reason. She teaches that man’s
God-given intellect is the highest
part of his nature, and that man’s
natural capacity to discern and
communicate truth and consciously
to unite himself with what is good
illustrate how the Creator’s image is
stamped indelibly on our souls.

N FEBRUARY
2ND we celebrate a great
Christian festival of light – the
Feast of Candlemas. A shimmering
sea of flames flows into the church
as we commemorate the entry of
the infant Jesus into the Temple at
His Presentation. We rejoice with
Simeon that the Light to enlighten
the gentiles and the Glory of God’s
People Israel has come into this
world never to be extinguished. (cf.
Lk 2.22-32)
Light is something that human
beings have always treasured as
desirable and precious. In our own
day, however, it often seems that
there is a conflict between different
sources of light. And this has really
been the case since that revolution
in thought and culture that occurred
in the eighteenth century, generally
known as the Enlightenment.
Enlightenment
philosophers
championed the supremacy of reason
over everything else. Their aim was
to chase away the shadows, so that
the undiluted light of human reason
might be allowed to flood into every
aspect of human life and society. In
its extreme form, the Enlightenment
sought to banish all mystery and
transcendence to the graveyard of
ignorance and superstition. The end
result of this has not been so much

real enlightenment, but, as one
venerable English philosopher has
described it, a severe light pollution
that prevents man from seeing the
stars.
Many of our contemporaries have
been taken in by the idea that reason
and Faith must ultimately be opposed
to each other, or at best unrelated.
They assume that to embrace Faith
must mean that we have to jettison
our reason. Perhaps we have to
admit that, looking at how strangely
religious people sometimes behave,
and how ill-equipped we often are
to give a coherent account for our
beliefs, it is hardly surprising that
this misunderstanding prevails.
As far as the Church is concerned,

We also have to accept that reason
on its own, and science on its
own, can never answer the deepest
longings of the human heart or
the desire of the human mind for
knowledge. We cannot ultimately
find redemption in science or reason.
Unaided reason can never carry us
to the sublime height for which we
were created – to be happy with
God for ever in eternity. Science can
never make us immortal.
Faith is that supernatural gift from
God that elevates our reason. It is
very important to understand that
Faith does not suppress or replace
reason. When we embrace the gift
of Faith, it is like walking into a
lift and finding ourselves carried
up to a new realm of knowledge
and life, because through this gift
of Faith, we are now able to engage
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our reason with divinely revealed
truths.
If the secularist Enlightenment
ended up producing light pollution
that obliterated the stars, then the
true enlightenment that comes with
Faith in Our Lord brings those
stars back into focus. It allows
us to penetrate into that realm of
mystery in which man finds perfect
and supernatural fulfilment – the
Mystery of the Divine Love that
flows continually between Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. It makes us
value our neighbour, whoever he or
she might be and wherever he or she
might come from, as a being created
in God’s image with a supernatural
vocation to be incorporated into
Our Lord’s Mystical Body and to
participate with us in the life of the
Blessed Trinity in eternity.
The light of reason and the light of
faith, then, are not in opposition at
all. In fact, it would be impossible
for them ever to be in conflict. This
is because they both have the same
source – the Eternal Word, or Logos,
Who took on our human flesh
and came to us as the Light of the
World. He is ultimately the author
of all truth, scientific and religious,
philosophical and theological. The
Child Whom Mary carries into
the Temple on the occasion of Her
Purification is Truth itself.
On the feast of Candlemas, let us
pray that the Light Who enlightens
the Gentiles and the Glory of God’s
people Israel will fill our hearts
with light so that in our dark and
fragmented society we may bear
radiant witness to God’s love. The
light of Faith tells us that the real
value of our fellow human beings
is not relative to success, health,

youthfulness or productivity. It is to
be found in that potential for eternal
life with which God has endowed
each and every human soul. Simeon
and the prophetess Anna, who
each praise God at the arrival of
the Christ Child in the Temple, are
both greatly advanced in age. They
remind us to have a very special
care and solicitude for the frail and
the elderly, and to treasure their role
in the life of the Church.
Candlemas is not a day of
obligation, but please make an
effort to come to the High Mass and
receive a blessed candle. Take this
precious sacramental home so that it
may bring protection and inspiration
to you and your loved ones during
the coming year.
The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the February,
2017 (Vol 94, No. 1149) issue of The
Oratory Parish Magazine, a publication of
the Brompton (London) Oratory.

THE FATHER’S
ANSWER WAS YES

T

ODAY IS THE FEAST of
the Chair of Saint Peter. I
am grateful for the invitation of
Father Jurgen Liias to preach to
you on this very happy occasion. (It
is happy for me personally in that
this evening I get to stay after Mass
and greet you! When I am with you
occasionally on Sunday mornings I
have to run off right away, which I
regret). But it is an especially happy
day for the Anglican Ordinariate in
North America, which has wisely
chosen today’s commemoration as
its Feast of Title. And we commend
all formerly non-Catholic, and
currently non-Catholic souls who
have entered, or will enter, into the

full communion of the Catholic
Church by way of the special
Anglican Apostolate. Be prepared
for your work to be misunderstood!
Back in the late 90s I discovered
my name was in the rolodex of
all the major news organizations.
When they had a hot-button topic
they wanted my spin, thinking
because I was a· married Catholic
priest I was a poster-boy for change.
I disappointed a lot of people. And
I am personally grateful for the
erection of the Anglican Ordinariate
because now they get all those
phone calls!
Being misunderstood also reminds
me of a story our friend Father
Peter Stravinskas tells of his
encounter with an anti-Catholic
fundamentalist minister. This man
was convinced Catholicism was
idolatry. As proof, he named today’s
feast as evidence. “You people even
worship furniture!”
February 22nd does indeed
emphasize a chair. Saint Peter is,
after all, commemorated on other
days, notably June 29th. But the chair
is the seat from which the Catholic
Faith is proclaimed by the teaching
office of the Church. You know that
it is the word “seat” which gives a
special name to a city. It is a “see
city” because it is the location of the
bishop’s teaching chair. The term
“Holy See” describes the Vatican
City as the place where the teaching
chair, or seat, of Peter is placed.
That chair is also, if rarely, called
a “cathedra.” This term gives a
special name to the church in which
that chair resides. The church is
called a cathedral not because it is
beautiful, although it may be both
big and beautiful, but because it
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contains the teaching chair of
the bishop. And you can see
that chair. That is important.
When Our Blessed Lord
prayed, “that they may
be one” He modeled that
oneness on the perfect unity
of the Father and the Son. It
is clear the four marks of the
Church, one, holy, catholic,
and apostolic, mean one
church. And whatever else
they are, the marks must be
visible. Christ’s Church is not a
blueprint for tomorrow. The one
Church is something to be seen and
recognized. Remember Our Lord
Jesus is the beloved Son in Whom
the Father is well pleased. Looking
on Jesus the Father saw nothing
but perfection. So the answer to
the Son’s prayer, which is a perfect
prayer for oneness, is YES, not
no. And certainly not, “later!” On
Ascension Day, Jesus Christ did not
leave us Christianity. He left us His
Church.
Time was when the interpretation
of Saint Peter’s commission was
colored by one’s view of the
authority of the Holy Father. But
no more. In our time it is no longer
considered a Roman Catholic thesis
that Peter had a special role in New
Testament times. Many protestant
Bible scholars are quite firm in
interpreting the command of Jesus
as an authoritative commission
for Peter. Today’s ecumenical
consensus is: “you cannot read
the New Testament without the
importance of Peter in it.” Now
it is true you cannot find much in
the Bible evidence to describe the
authority exercised by the modem
successors of Peter. But it does

not follow the authority of the
Papacy is an invention of the 19th
Century! Saint Irenaeus, writing
in 212 AD had this to say: “For
with this Church (Rome), all other
churches must bring themselves
into line, on account of its superior
authority. And when we remember
Our Lord gave His Holy Spirit to
His Church to guard and guide her
and lead her into all truth, then the
development of doctrine is not a
problem. We Catholics take the
Lord at His Word.
Some of you have been fortunate
enough to visit the Basilica of
Saint Paul Outside the Walls
in Rome. Up where the church
walls meet the roof are portrayed
every one of the 266 popes. There
is no doubt a few of them were
notorious sinners, and some were
less successful than others in
promoting God’s holy religion. No
surprise there. Remember Peter’s
commission was given in the very
context of Christ’s reminding him
that he has sinned. But each pope
sat in the chair of St Peter, a chair
which is the visible reminder of
the preservation and continuity of
the holy deposit of faith so that we
have today the Gospel whole and
undefiled, preached, and taught,
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and gratefully received by
you and me.
One fine day in 1897 Pope
Leo XIII read the dignified
response of the Anglican
archbishops to the Papal
Bull Apostolicae curae, put
the letter down, took off his
glasses, rubbed his eyes,
and said to Cardinal Merry
de Val: “They use the word
catholic but they don’t mean
what we mean by catholic.”
Thirty years later Monsignor
Ronald Knox, himself a convert
from Anglicanism, gave a vivid
description of what it means to be
“catholic without the Pope.” “They
know that a Pope is necessary to
their system. They see their own
Church torn with rivalries and
dissension. They know that such
rivalries and dissensions must
be in a Church which replaces
the principle of authority by the
principle of compromise. They see
it riddled with heresies and they
know there is no safeguard against
the occurrence of such heresies
unless the gift of infallibility is
centered in one man.”
Both Leo XXI and Msgr. Knox
talked about “they.” We are no
longer “they.” The Anglican
Ordinariate has placed its life and
work where it has always belonged,
under the authority of The Chair
of St Peter, which Pope emeritus
Benedict XVI has called not a
piece of furniture but a “privileged
sign of the love of God.”
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in the Saint
Gregory the Great Ordinariate Parish,
Stoneham, Massachusetts on the Feast of
the Chair of Saint Peter, February 22, 2016.
This is the Feast of Title of the Anglican
Ordinariate in North America.
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SHORT NOTES

The Presentation of Christ in the
Temple
or

The Purification of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Friday, February 2, 2018
7:30 PM
also known as

CANDLEMAS
Blessing of Candles & Procession,
Solemn Mass & Sermon
You may bring unused household
candles for blessing. The Blessing of
throats will be given at the conclusion
of the service.
A reception will follow.

I

SNOW DAYS

N CASE OF SNOW ON
Sundays, please be careful. The
church parking lot will be scraped
and treated prior to the 9:00 am
Mass. If there is any problem, the
property manager will call Fr.
Bradford at home. You should make
your own assessment of driving
conditions before driving to Mass.

Ñ Many thanks to Kevin
McDermott for singing the
Noveritis at the Epiphany Mass.
This proclamation gives notice
of the principal feast days in the
church calendar.
Ñ Thanks also to Steve and Laurie
Cavanaugh and Judie Bradford for
hosting the reception following
our Festival of Lessons and Carols
on the evening of January 7th.
Ñ The St Lawrence elevator
project is nearing completion and
in the meantime the chancel and
nave of the church have received
new carpeting. Try to be kind to
the carpet by wiping your feet in
the narthex during all this sloppy
weather.
Ñ We receive many notices of
vocations conferences for men
considering seminary and for men
and women in religious life. If
you know of someone considering
a call to a more formal ministry
in the church please speak to the
chaplain for details.
Ñ Lent begins on February 14th.
Get your devotional materials
now. We have a few copies of Fr
Stravinskas’ Lent Meditations and
the Magnificat Lent Companion
available for a small purchase
price.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass will be
offered for Mary Marks, mother
of Anne Johansson, on February
17th, and for parishioner Janet Ray
on February 24th. May they rest in
peace.
Ñ Kevin McDermott appeared on
EWTN’s The Journey Home on
January 22nd. The episode is now
available online on The Coming
Home Network’s website.

I

TURNING
GOVERNMENT
INTO GOD

HAVE
ONE
RATHER
perverse or personal instinct for
defending liberty. It is simply that
everybody else, good and bad, right
and wrong, is just now despising
and disregarding liberty.
Now the one thing I am certain
of, in a general review of history
and humanity, is that, whatever
human beings might be doing,
they were apparently incapable of
doing it without overdoing it. The
tragedy of anything tribal was that
it was much too tribal, the tragedy
of what was imperial that it was
too imperial. So feudalism was
too feudal, commercialism too
commercial, and industrialism too
industrial. In all these cases, there
was some truth that was being
neglected; and the best business of
a real reformer is to see that it is not
neglected. It is rather especially so
in the last modern phase, in which
we have to be on our guard, not only
against something being neglected,
but against something else being
advertised. Most of us know that
we have seen the end of the age of
Reason; and that we live in the age
of Suggestion.
Perhaps for the first time, the
degradation of man has been openly
declared; in a theory that he can be
persuaded without being convinced.
This is called the theory of the
Psychology of Salesmanship. In a
world full of this wild falsehood,
I confess I guard rather jealously
everything that the world does not
value. Advertisements often tell
us to Watch This Blank Space. I
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confess I do watch that blank space,
the modern mind, not so much for
what will appear in it, as for what
has already disappeared from it. I
am duly and dutifully impressed by
advertisement, to this extent; that
I do feel an intense and piercing
curiosity about whatever it is that
is not being advertised. And I
redouble my vigilance, when I find
a man imploring me not to advertise
liberty.
Now in the aboriginal abstract
view of the thing, the matter is
simple: Liberty is Life; it is the
fact that all living things spring
from their own roots and drink in
the universal vitality in their own
way; they may be better in this or
that respect, if they are organised in
this or that fashion. But they are not
alive because they are organised; but
because they are organic. They are
all, of course, dependent upon their
divine origin. But that dependence
is individual in the right sense of
indivisible; and not, of course, in
the rotten sense of individualistic.
Life is drawn from God, but not
from government; which is, by
comparison, only an accidental and
even abnormal necessity, arising
from the imperfection of life. Our
liberty is not liberalism; it is not
a romantic reaction towards any
indefinite ideal of the emancipation
of everything. It is a highly modern
criticism of a peculiar modern
complication.
There is now a false idealism of
turning government into God, by a
vague notion that it gives everything
to everybody; to the denial of the
liberty given by God, which is
called life. If the state is a universal
provider, it is a big shop; and a bad

one. What is called production is
now merely mechanical production;
and has not even a vicarious quality
of creation.
We wish to make the populace
creative; whereas practically all
modern movements talk in terms
of the state creating everything for
the populace. A real spiritual abyss
only opens when men appear to us
to be boasting of bad actions; and
this is true of nearly all that modern
politicians and philanthropists boast
of as their good actions. Social
idealism is often actually Satanic; in
the quite cold and rational sense that
it claims to be the creator. To start
the opposite ideal, of creatures being
creative, or rather procreative, by a
direct authority from the creator,
is not only a difficulty but a risk.
It involves the probability of some
abuse of freedom in practice. When
the abuse is abominable, the true
function of government reappears;
which is to exclude extreme
abominations.
But if we are to draw up a list of all
the cases, for instance, in which a
machine must be forbidden because
it might be faulty, we must at least
be very careful about what authority
can correct the fault; and how far
that authority may have faults of
its own. l do not think it surprising,
therefore, if some of those who
share this general ideal differ about
the wisdom of establishing this
or that law or limitation of liberty.
Nor, as I have often repeated, do I
see any reason why those who thus
differ should exclude each other
from their common title to figure
in the common cause. But I do not
believe there is really very much
difference between us in principle,
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but only in proportion. What I insist
upon is that the modern proportion
is a most monstrous disproportion.
The new exaggeration is all on the
side of the excessive power of the
State; and it is not surprising that
some should seem a little jealous of
it, in the struggle to establish the
free man and the family.
G.K. Chesterton

¶ Gilbert Keith Chesterton (1874-1936)
was a writer, poet, lay theologian, and
literary and art critic. This article first
appeared in the New York American on
July 9, 1932.

The first day of Lent
commonly called

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

Blessing & Distribution of Ashes,
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Saint Lawrence Church
7:00 PM
Fr. Bradford, Celebrant & Preacher
(Mass in the Ordinary Form)
Repentance opens heaven.
(Saint John Chrystostom)

Remember O man
that dust thou art,
and unto dust shalt
thou return.
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feast, we are summoned more urgently to prepare ourselves by a purification of spirit.
The special note of the paschal
feast is this: the whole Church rejoices in the forgiveness of sins. It
rejoices in the forgiveness not only
of those who are then reborn in holy
baptism but also of those who are
already numbered among God’s adopted children.

THE FEAST OF THE
CHAIR OF SAINT PETER
Thursday, February 22, 2018
Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 PM
This is the Feast of Title of the
Personal Ordinariate of the
Chair of St. Peter

Initially, men are made new by the
rebirth of baptism. Yet there is still
required a daily renewal to repair
the shortcomings of our mortal nature, and whatever degree of progress has been made there is no one
who should not be more advanced.
All must therefore strive to ensure
that on the day of redemption no
one may be found in the sins of his
former life.

Dear friends, what the Christian
should be doing at all times should
be done now with greater care and
devotion, so that the Lenten fast
THE OPPORTUNI- enjoined by the apostles may be
fulfilled, not, simply by abstinence
TIES OF LENT
from food but above all by the reEAR FRIENDS, AT EVERY nunciation of sin.
moment the earth is full of the
mercy of God and nature itself is a There is no more profitable practice
lesson for all the faithful in the wor- as a companion to holy and spiritual
ship of God. The heavens, the sea fasting than that of almsgiving. This
and. all that is in them bear witness embraces under the single name of
to the goodness and omnipotence mercy many excellent works of deof their Creator, and the marvelous votion, so that the good intentions
beauty of the elements as they obey of all the faithful may be of equal
him demands from the intelligent value, even where their means are
creation a fitting expression of its not. The love that we owe both God
and man is always free from any
gratitude.
obstacle that would prevent us from
But with the return of that season having a good intention. The angels
marked out in a special way by the sang: Glory to God in the highest,
mystery of our redemption, and of and peace to his people on earth.
the days that lead up to the paschal The person who shows love and

compassion to those in any kind of
affliction is blessed, not only with
the virtue of good will but also with
the gift of peace.
The works of mercy are innumerable. Their very variety brings this
advantage to those who are true
Christians, that in the matter of
almsgiving not only the rich and
affluent but also those of average
means and the poor are able to play
their part. Those who are unequal in
their capacity to give can be equal
in the love within their hearts.
Saint Leo the Great
¶ Saint Leo (d.461) was Pope for twenty
years. He was declared a Doctor of the
Church in 1754. This is an excerpt from
one of the 96 sermons of his which survive.

D

SOLEMN EVENSONG
&
BENEDICTION
Second Sunday of Lent
February 25, 2018
5:00 PM
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SAINT ANTHONY
OF EGYPT

T

STATIONS OF THE
CROSS
begin Friday, March 2nd, 2018
7:30 PM

NO CHRISTMAS
CAROLS IN INDIA

O

HE CHIEF FOUNDER OF
Christian monasticism, he
withdrew as a young man into the
utter solitude of the desert. In his
later life a loosely organized group
of hermits gathered round him,
while thousands of others – not under his immediate direction, but inspired by his example – went into
the wilderness to become monks. In
the words of his friend and biographer, St Athanasius (2 May), ‘The
desert became a city.’ Antony acted
also as the spiritual guide of countless lay people, ‘a physician given
by God to Egypt,’ as Athanasius
puts it.
The following incident, recorded
by Athanasius, comes from Antony’s early days in solitude. It surely
applies also to many who, although
living in the ‘world’, have likewise
to undergo the dark night of God’s
seeming absence:

N DEC. 14, CAROLERS affiliated with the Roman Catholic Church were assaulted by a mob
in a village in the state of Madhya
Pradesh. But instead of charging
members of the mob with a crime,
the police arrested the carolers un- After a long period of struggle
der a law against inflaming reli- against temptation, when he was
gious sentiments.
brought close to madness and deEight priests who came to the po- spair, Antony saw the roof opened,
lice station to help were also de- as it seemed, and a ray of light detained. Outside the station, their car scending towards him. Suddenly the
was set on fire.
demons vanished and the pain in his
“We are pained, and we are body ceased instantly. ‘Where were
shocked,” said Cardinal Moran Mor you, Lord?’ he said. ‘Why did you
Baselios Cleemis, president of the not appear at the beginning and put
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of an end to my distress?’ And a voice
India, at a news conference in New came to him: ‘I was here, Antony,
Delhi. “This incident creates further but I waited to see you fight.’

anxiety in the minds and hearts of ¶ St Anthony lived from c.251-356. His
the Christian faithful and the mi- feast day is January 17th, a Wednesday
this year.
norities in the country.”
¶ This excerpt was part of an article published in the December 25, 2017 edition of
The New York Times.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 AM
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON
SATURDAY is celebrated each
week at 8:00 AM at the Marian altar
in St Theresa of Avila Church, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church
via the pavilion or the St. Theresa
Avenue side doors.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.

Low
ell L

.
St
th
a
He

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
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