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ODAY’S ACCOUNT
of the Resurrection appearance of Our Lord Jesus
is the last we will have until
Ascension Day. If you are a
morning person, if breakfast
is your favorite meal, and if
you enjoy the seashore, you
already have three reasons
why this is your favorite
Easter gospel!
St John probably planned to end
his account of the gospel before he
added this story and all of chapter
21. The whole motive for writing
the gospel is beautifully summed
up in chapter 20:31 where it says
“but these have been written that
you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing ye may have Life in his
name.” That really is a wonderful
place for the curtain to drop.
And yet the work of Christ Risen
was not ended; it was only beginning. The Acts of the Apostles describes itself as the record of “all
that Jesus BEGAN both to do and
teach.” In retrospect, the activity
of Christ from Easter Day to Ascension Day was a tiny fraction of
all He actually accomplishes in the
souls of men and women throughout history. St John, writing as he
did at the end of the first century,

IT IS THE LORD

with the Church spread far and wide
and growing rapidly, must have understood this. He had that retrospect,
and recognized that to complete the
gospel account he needed to indicate the principles of the Lord’s
continued activity in His Church.
There were a few other things that
needed to be done as well, such as
some official account of Simon Peter’s restoration to primacy. These
things form the remainder of John’s
chapter 21, which you would be all
right to think of as an epilogue.
The principle of the Lord’s continual activity in the Church is indicated in the opening scenes of chapter
21. The disciples are at work. But it
is at their own initiative and pleasure. Simon Peter has already reassumed his leadership and said that
he is going off to fish. And the others follow his lead.
Many of these men were professional fishermen. And nighttime is

the best time to fish. But
they caught nothing. And it
is a sign from the very start
of the Church that the apostles, or anyone else for that
matter, when they are selfwilled, are just ordinary in
terms of success and failure.
Such a church would go nowhere.
But look how things are different when the work, even the same
work, is done at the Lord’s command! Here is a scene you can love,
whether you are a morning person
or not. It is just daybreak, and the
fishermen see a figure standing
on the beach but can’t make out
any features. It is the Risen Lord,
and He shouts outs to them casually so as not to identify Himself.
“Have you caught anything?” No.
And in a friendly tone Christ says
“cast the net on the right side of
the ship.” And their nets suddenly
fill with fish.
It is the Beloved Disciple, the
very one “who saw and believed”
because of the way the grave
clothes had collapsed in the empty tomb, who now says “it’s the
Lord.” Over sixty years after first
hearing this part of the passage I
can still feel the excited wonder of
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that moment: the Beloved Disciple
in the boat, in the dim light of daybreak, saying “it’s the Lord.”
And it is a reminder that when we
work in obedience to Christ’s command, even though we may not
recognize Christ or the command
as His, what is done always has its
own rewards. It may be success in
a worldly practical way like a net
full of fish. But working in obedience to Christ’s will always brings
us into closer harmony with the Divine order of things. And that will
always be to our benefit.
I don’t make anything of the precise number of fish caught, 153.
Neither should you. It is mentioned
probably for no other reason than
because the fish were counted and
this was the number. But the net did
not break, and that is more significant. Our Heavenly Father always
desires to give us more than we are
able to receive, yet our poor souls
are never broken by what we can
take in.
And then, safely ashore, and when
the disciples have obeyed His command, Jesus Himself feeds them,
and they benefit from the sustenance. Here is the principle of the
Lord’s continued activity in the
Church, continuing to this very day.
Those whose work is self-willed
and self-motivated are likely to
come to nothing. But in obedience
to Christ’s command, good things
happen. And Christ sustains those
who obey Him with a refreshment,
which is partly a fruit of our own
work, and always all His gift to us.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on the Third
Sunday of Easter, April 25, 2004.

SOLEMN EVENSONG
&
BENEDICTION
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday, April 15, 2018
5:00 PM
Preacher: The Most Revd Bp Emilio S. Allué
A reception will follow the service

SHORT NOTES
Ñ During Eastertide we sing the
Regina Coeli after Mass. The text is
found in the Sunday service leaflet.
Ñ Many thanks to those who contributed to the Easter Flower Fund.
Memorials and thanksgivings were
printed in the Easter service leaflets.
Ñ Lenten coin folders may be returned now. Proceeds benefit Catholic Charities.
Ñ Many thanks to Judie Bradford
who provided receptions after Mass
on February 22nd and Evensong on
February 25th.
Ñ We were grateful for the visit
of Father Peter Stravinskas on The
Second Sunday of Lent. He was our
preacher at Mass and at Evensong
that day.
Ñ The Saturday Mass on April 14th
is a year’s-mind Mass for parishioner Ronald Jaynes.

Ñ April 2nd is the anniversary of
the day that Pope St John Paul II
went to God.
Ñ Dates to remember in May: St
Athanasius Day is Wednesday, May
2nd; Ascension Day is Thursday,
May 10th. (Vigil Mass according
to the form of Divine Worship the
Missal is Wednesday, May 9th.) On
Pentecost, Sunday, May 20th, we
will offer Evensong and Benediction at 5 pm.
Ñ Cardinal O’Malley has appointed
Fr Jonathan Gaspar as the next pastor of St Mary’s Church, Brookline.
The parish includes St Lawrence
Church. In June Fr Gaspar will
succeed Fr Brian Clary, who has
been appointed to a team ministry
at St Ann and St Brendan parishes
in Dorchester. Blessings and best
wishes to both these fine priests.
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THE FUNDAMENTAL PROCLAMATION
OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

HILOSOPHERS OFTEN
remark that to talk about essence
comes more easily than to talk about
existence. At least, well-instructed
Thomist philosophers agree that
one can say a lot more about the essence of a thing than about the fact
that something exists. Consider all
of the topics that occupy university
catalogues. The arts and the sciences. Book after book explains or
describes or, even, challenges essences. Contrast the number of students in those courses that treat of
the kinds of things, that is, essences,
with those who sign up for lectures
in metaphysics. Of course, only
metaphysics considers being as being, “ens ut ens,” as Father Garrigou-Lagrange used to pronounce in
his French accent. Marxist analysts
may ascribe economic reasons to
students’ preference for marketable
knowledge. Philosophers, however,
should recognize that discoursing
on the nature of things provides a
much richer intellectual fare than
does pondering what makes a thing
“to be.”
This excursion into the proper exercise of metaphysics may seem an
odd way to start a homily at Evensong on the Octave of Easter. Low
Sunday. Quasimodo Sunday. Dominica in albis. And more recently,
Divine Mercy Sunday. Truth to tell,
preaching about the Resurrection
appears parlously similar to discoursing about existence. Altogether, how much can one explain about
the Resurrection itself? The Eastern
liturgies repeat the cry, “He is Risen!” To which the people reply, “He
is truly risen.” These Christians take

up the announcement of the angels
at the tomb: “He is not here; for
he has risen, as he said” (Mt 28:
6). Everything that follows in the
canonical gospels confirms this
fundamental proclamation of the
Christian faith: “He has risen.”

Since talk about the Resurrection
remains difficult to sustain, Christian devotion focuses its attention
onto the life and death of Christ.
From all that the Savior said and
did and suffered, we gain knowledge of the givens of the Christian religion. We learn about the
doctrines of Christ–the Creed. We
observe the virtues that adorn the
Christian life. We discover the dynamics of Christian living. From
this knowledge, we conclude to
what may be considered the essence of Christianity. I do not refer
to a shrunken nineteenth-century
version of the “essence of Christianity.” Instead, by examining the
essentials of Catholic life, Catholics discern what makes the Catholic Church different from other
ecclesial communities, from other
religions, and from humanism.
Obviously, the distinction between essence and existence is not
meant to eclipse the importance
of the Resurrection in the life of
the Church. In fact, Saint Thomas
Aquinas helps us to understand
what role the Resurrection plays
in the life of the Christian believer. He cites five advantages that
accrue to us from Christ’s bursting forth from the tomb. First,
the Resurrection fulfills the plan
of divine justice. The Christ who
was humbled in his death receives

exaltation in his Resurrection. The
meaning appears clearly: “Those,”
says Aquinas, “who humble themselves for God are exalted.” [Summa Theologiae IIIa, q. 53, art. 1]
Second, the Resurrection confirms
our faith. Were Christ’s body to
have corrupted in the grave, who
would have believed what he had
taught? Third, the Resurrection
serves to increase our hope. Indeed,
Christ’s Resurrection supplies the
fundamental warrant for Christian
hoping. Why? We hope for eternal
life. Were Jesus Christ not to have
risen, who would hope for a resurrection that would have remained a
vague and elusive promise? Even
false religions offer various descriptions of future bliss. Fourth,
the Resurrection serves to give
substance to the lives of the faithful. The “to be” of the Resurrection
becomes the basis for Christian existence. If Christ had not risen to
new life, then it would be vain for
Christians to trust that their lives
of charity, supernaturally elevated
with an eye toward meriting the reward of eternal life, could proceed
day by day. In other words, without the existence of the Resurrection, impious people could decry as
an illusion the reality of everyday
Christian living. In fact, even with
the Resurrection, impious men
throughout the ages have scoffed
at the claim of a resurrected Savior.
Fifth and finally, the Resurrection
of Christ complements the salvation that Christ won for us on the
cross. The Resurrection shows that
redemption not only consists in the
forgiveness of sins but also in the
believer’s birth to new life. Herein
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lies the Catholic doctrine of intrinsic justification which holds that a
real change takes place in the person justified by belief in Christ.
When one considers how the existence of the Resurrection strengthens human life, it comes as no surprise to find that the Gospel for this
morning’s Mass recounts the story
of Doubting Thomas. Each of us
should find consolation in the words
that Jesus addresses to Thomas the
Apostle: “Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet believe” (Jn
20: 29). Then we—this Congregation especially—will make the
words of the Jesuit poet, Gerard
Manly Hopkins, our own: “Let
him easter in us, be a dayspring to
the dimness of us, be a crimson
cresseted east, / More brightening
her, rare-dear Britain, as his reign
rolls...” [Gerard Manley Hopkins,
“The Wreck of the Deutschland”
35, lines 277, 278]
Father Romanus Cessario, OP
¶ Fr Cessario is Professor of Systematic
Theology in St John Seminary, Brighton,
and Senior Editor of Magnificat magazine.
He has been our preacher many times and
retreat conductor. This sermon was delivered at Evensong on April 23, 2017.
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WHAT YOU HAVE TO DECIDE

AKE THE STORY OF
the empty tomb by itself.
Could you have circumstantial
evidence more complete? The
body had disappeared; is there
any possible motive to assign for
its removal by any human agent
using natural means? There is absolutely none. Even if you refuse
to believe that the Jews took special precautions to keep the tomb
safe, you must still recognize that
the story of their doing so is true
to life. It was in their interest to
keep the body, and to be able at
any moment to produce it, should
any claim be made that Jesus of
Nazareth had risen from the dead.
If they removed it from the grave,
why did they not produce it afterwards? Nor had Pilate, the Roman
governor, any reason for wishing
to smuggle away the body of the
man he had crucified; its presence
might conceivably lead to rioting
and disturbance, but its disappearance was far more likely to have
that effect. The women cannot have
stolen it, for they were not strong
enough to move away the stone,
let alone to overpower a military
guard. Did the guard, then, desert
their posts, and some other human
agent remove the body before the
women came? That was the only
possibility which presented itself
to Mary Magdalen. Could Joseph of Arirnathea have carried it
away, or Nicodemus? But, in any
of these events, why did not the
agent who had removed the body
give any sign, afterwards, of what
he had done? If he were friendly
disposed towards the disciples,
to the disciples; if he were ill disposed, to the Jews? And, what-

ever their motives, why did they
leave the winding-sheet and the
napkin lying there, instead of taking
the body as it lay? The presence of
the grave-clothes is also fatal to the
theory, which has (I believe) been
suggested, that the body was buried
deeper in the ground as the result of
the earthquake.
No, if you are going to give a
merely natural account of the whole
story, the account which was first
given still holds the field. I mean,
that there was deliberate fraud on
the part of the disciples, who wanted to give the impression that their
Master had risen from the dead.
What you have to decide is, whether
such a notion is consistent with the
behaviour of those same people two
days before, at the Crucifixion, running away and leaving their Master
to face his persecutors alone, and
with the behaviour of those same
people, in the years which followed,
suffering imprisonment and dying
in support of a story which they had
made up to deceive the public. I
wonder, did they?
Monsignor Ronald Knox
¶ Monsignor Knox (1888-1957) was a
convert and English Catholic priest, author, and broadcaster on BBC. From 1926
to 1938 he was Chaplain at Oxford University. This excerpt is from a conference
and contained in a book called In Soft Garments, published by Sheed and Ward, New
York, 1942.
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SAINT MARK THE
EVANGELIST &
MARTYR

vivid accounts given by St. Mark of
our Lord’s Resurrection.

HIS EVANGELIST IS SAID
to have been of the tribe of
Levi, and, therefore, of the priestly
line. His name, which is a Roman
one, was probably assumed by him.
This seems to have been the custom
of the Jews, as is instanced in St.
Paul’s change of his name.

perior of the Anglican Order of the Holy
Cross and a well-known educator and retreat leader. This article is taken from Athletes of God, Holy Cross Press, 1930.

T

The tradition is that he was a disciple of St. Peter, and that he procured
the materials from that Apostle for
his Gospel. He was sent into Egypt
to plant the standard of the Cross.
He made his headquarters at Alexandria, and his preaching converted
multitudes. He also made frequent
excursions into other parts of Egypt,
teaching the Faith with power and
success.
The enemy of souls could not long
endure him, and stirred up the mob
against him. Eastertide was the season of the great heathen solemnities
of Serapis, and, roused to a passionate vindication of the honour of
this divinity, from whose shrine this
Saint had snatched many worshippers, the frenzied devotees of the
idol seized him, and binding him
with cart ropes, dragged him by
the feet through the streets until he
was dead. His noble witness for our
Lord took place about the year 68.
He is symbolised in art by the lion,
although the origin of this symbol is
not known. It has been thought by
some to have reference to the old
popular belief that the young lion
cub is born dead, and is brought to
life on the third day by the breath
of its sire, the reference being to the

Shirley C. Hughson, OHC
¶ Father Hughson (1867-1949) was Su-

¶ Saint Mark’s Day is Wednesday,
April 25th. Masses in St Theresa
of Ávila Church are at 6:45 am and
4:00 pm.

IN THE JOY OF
MEETING AGAIN

T

HE DECISIVE PART OF
the Easter message lies in the
fact that the Lord confers upon the
Eleven a boundless missionary task:
the whole world and all creatures
are the dimensions of this task. The
field of his own activity was limited.
He scarcely went beyond the boundaries of his homeland, converted a
small number of people. And now
he gives the disciples nothing less
than the whole world to convert.
The Gospel is to be preached to all
creatures, that is, the Gospel as they
experience it, as it is not yet written
down: the Good News of the event
of the Lord. Everything they learned
through him, experienced with him,
saw of him, and also everything
they did not see, hear, or experience
and that was nonetheless contained
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in his word, which he himself is:
all this they are to proclaim. It is a
boundless task.
If they had received it during the
time of the Passion, they would
probably have collapsed under its
weight. Now the Lord uses the joy
of meeting again in order to confer
the task within this joy. It is like an
absolute departure from this moment of joy into joy for the whole
world; one more sign that the Lord
knows no stopping, does not give
anything finite, does not communicate anything that does not pass
over into the infinity of the Kingdom of heaven, into the infinity of
his divine existence with the Father
and the Spirit. So it is a boundless
task, the content of which he himself is and which thus, once again,
is boundless. And everything believers will do from now on to serve
the Lord will be bound to the apostolate, but to such an apostolate,
the first characteristic of which is
joy. On Easter, he gives this joy to
those who belong to him, that they
may serve him despite their imperfection and their ever new failure.
We all participate in this “may.”
Adrienne von Speyer

¶ The author was a Swiss Catholic, physi-

cian, and theologian. This excerpt is taken
from Mark: Meditations for a Community,
Ignatius Press, 2012.
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BUT THE FATHER
FAVORED HIM
Following a beautiful tradition, on
the Sunday of the “Good Shepherd,”
the Bishop of Rome reunites with his
presbyterium for the ordination of new
diocesan priests. To become a priest in
the Church means to enter into Christ’s
gift of self through the sacrament of
holy orders, and indeed to enter into it
with the whole of one’s self.

this can he become truly useful to
the building of the Church. God
loves to build his Church with
people who, following Jesus,
place their entire trust in God.
His Holiness Benedict XVI
¶ This brief meditation was for the
Fourth Sunday of Easter, and part of a
collection titled Holy Days, from Wm B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 2012.

“T

HIS [JESUS] IS THE
stone ... there is no other
name ... given among men by which
we must be saved” (Acts 4:11-12).
In the passage of the Acts of the
Apostles (the First Reading) the
singular “homonymy” between Peter and Jesus strikes us and makes
us reflect: Peter, who received his
name from Jesus himself, here asserts that he, Jesus, is “the stone.”
In fact, the only true rock is Jesus.
The only name that saves is his. The
apostle, and therefore the priest, receives his “name,” his very identity,
from Christ. Everything he does is
done in his name. His ‘I’ becomes
totally relative to the ‘I’ of Jesus. In
the name of Christ, and most certainly not in his own, the apostle
may perform acts of healing for the
brethren, may help the “crippled”
to rise again and take their path
(cf. Acts 4:9-10). In Peter’s case,
the miracle that had just occurred
makes this especially evident. And
even the refer
ence to what was
said in the psalm is essential: “The
stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone” (Ps.
118[117]:22). Jesus was “rejected,”
but the Father favored him and put
him as the foundation of the Temple of the New Covenant. Thus the
apostle, like the priest, experiences
in turn the Cross, and only through

only afterward that I learned that
they have not had a prisoner there
since 1917. The night before, the local constable went out and rounded
up the town drunks and put them in
jail, and so indeed there was an amnesty.
But the greatest amnesty in all human history is the one that Christ
won for us on the Cross and which
is present to us each time we celebrate the Eucharist. By His stripes
we are healed. We are purchased at
a great price. The blood of the Paschal Lamb has warded off the exterminating angel. Our God loves us,
and the Eucharist is the celebration
of His saving love and redemption.
Sean Patrick Cardinal O’Malley

THE GREATEST
AMNESTY OF ALL

¶ This excerpt is from a lecture the Archbishop delivered to the School of Theology
and Ministry in Boston College on November 10, 2009. The lecture was titled “The
Eucharist and Our Formation as the People of the Church.”

A

S A YOUNG MAN, I WAS
in Ireland at the time of
Pope Paul VI’s coronation and the
visit of President John Kennedy.
In the village where we lived,
there was a great celebration, a
Te Deum, and everyone gathered
in the church. As they did in rural Ireland in those days, the men
all sat on the Saint Joseph’s side,
and the women sat on the Blessed
Mother’s side, and afterward,
the town officials began giving
speeches. One of them said that
in honor of the coronation of the
Pope and the President’s visit,
when the bells of the church rang,
there was going to be an amnesty,
and they would open the doors of
the jail and free all of the prisoners. I was very impressed. It was

A TABLE BLESSING

W

E GIVE THEE THANKS,
our Father, for the holy Resurrection which Thou hast manifested to us through Jesus, Thy Son,
and even as this bread which is here
upon this table was formerly scattered abroad and has been made
compact, so may Thy Church be
reunited from the ends of the earth
for Thy Kingdom, for Thine is the
power and the glory, for ever and
ever.
¶ Attributed to Saint Athanasius
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EASTER
Rise, heart; thy Lord is risen. Sing
his praise
Without delayes,
Who takes thee by the hand, that
thou likewise
With him mayst rise:
That, as his death calcined thee to
dust,
His life may make thee gold, and
much more just.
Awake, my lute, and struggle for
thy part
With all thy art.
The crosse taught all wood to resound his name,
Who bore the same.
His streched sinews taught all
strings, what key
Is best to celebrate this most high
day.
Consort both heart and lute, and
twist a song
Pleasant and long:
Or since all musick is but three
parts vied
And multiplied;
O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part,
And make up our defects with his
sweet art.
George Herbert
¶ George Herbert (1593-1633) was among
the finest poets of the Church of England.
Many of his poems have become hymns.
This poem is from a collection of his
Works, edited by F.E. Hutchinson, Oxford,
Clarendon Press, 1941

THE STORY THAT
ENDS WELL

I

RECEIVED T H I S
m e s s a g e from a doctor I
know. “Last night Matteo (eight
years old) departed for paradise
surrounded by me, Catia (the
charge nurse), and a whole chorus
of nurses and therapists, all comforting angels (Lk 22:43) who arrived at the house spontaneously
and stayed from 6:00 pm till midnight together with the family. It
was very moving, something really out of this world.”
Why were they all coming freely
to keep vigil for this child’s death?
Whence this beauty that made it
something “out of this world”?
For them, what was evident was
the one, single, and unique factor
that transforms a nightmare into
an adventure: the prospect of a
positive destiny, a happy ending.
Amidst the terrible circumstances
that reduce our souls to water, we
even now live something “out of
this world” when we can recognize this happy ending already
among us.
Mary Magdalene, John, and Peter found at the empty tomb the
first traces of this good ending that
Easter morning. The burial cloths,
the stone rolled away from the entrance were signs that the “nightmare” of the Lord’s Passion was
but a great adventure of love, a
story that ends well. By our Easter
faith, we recognize this happy ending, the Risen Lord here among us
now, transforming our nightmares
into something out of this world.
Father Vincent Nagle, F.S.C.B.
¶ Fr Nagle is an author, guest preacher,
and contributor to Magnificat magazine,
and is based in Milan.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church)

Sundays 11:30 AM
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON
SATURDAY is celebrated each
week at 8:00 AM at the Marian
altar in St Theresa of Ávila Church,
2078 Centre Street, West Roxbury.
Enter the main church via the
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
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