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THE WINDOW IN THE WALL

rarely assist at a Mass without also 
receiving Holy Communion. So it 
follows that we sometimes do so 
without thinking much about the 
wonderful love story behind the 
great Sacrament of the Altar. Each 
time we make our communion a 
small, white, wafer is placed on our 
tongue or in our hands. And we eat 
it. Most of us are careful rather than 
indiscriminate about what we eat. 
And many Catholics are what we 
call daily communicants. You know 
that the whole point of familiarity is 
not to breed contempt but to deep-
en love. So the question is: is that 
what happens each time you come 
to Mass?
That small white wafer does not 

look like very much to our physi-
cal eyes. But that consecrated 
Host hides from our eyes a win-
dow through which heavenly light 
streams into our world. And because 
windows work both ways, that Host 
also gives us a glimpse of the spiritual 
world beyond our normal human ex-
perience. 

Never forget that you and I have 
built a wall. Maybe it is fair to say 
we have added to a wall built by our 
ancestors in fallen human nature. It 
is a wall which separates us from Al-
mighty God. It is the wall of our cor-
rupt nature, and it shuts us off from 
the very air of Heaven so necessary 
for our life. By deliberate choice we 
maintain the wall by our sinfulness. 
And just as with brick and mortar 
and periodic tuck-pointing, our sins 
keep the wall in good repair, or even 
manage to build it higher or wider. 
And then through that wall, the In-
carnation and Passion of Jesus Christ 
makes this great window. This is 
not just done by His three years of 
earthly ministry in Galilee. You and 
I missed out on that era by 2000 
years. The gospel good news is not 
that we missed the boat! Rather, 
Christ reigns in Heaven and there 
is a window still. And He will 
make Himself manifest on earth 
even this very day. Christ’s glory, 
and the window itself in which 
He stands looking at us, is veiled 
in that small white wafer which 
you will receive and will take 
into yourself. With the coming of 
Christ, the wall of partition we had 
built and maintained is no longer 
a complete wall. It has a window 
in it, and at the window in the wall 

ALL YEAR LONG WE HAVE 
 Sundays and Holy Days 

which center upon particular 
events in the life of our Lord Je-
sus or the witness of His saints. 
And then, in short order, there are 
two exceptions. The first is Trin-
ity Sunday; and Corpus Christi 
follows this on the next Thurs-
day and following Sunday. The 
basis of these two solemnities is 
theological reflection. You can-
not point to an event or time and 
say “this is where the Trinity hap-
pened, or that is the time Corpus 
Christi happened.”
Trinitarian belief is what makes 

all that we do, express, and wor-
ship, specifically Christian. There 
is one Trinity Sunday each year, 
but everything we do in the Name 
of Christ is Trinitarian. And Cor-
pus Christi is not the only day 
when we can consider more fully 
the great Sacrament of Christ’s 
Love. Our late Holy Father John 
Paul II gave us a whole Year of 
the Eucharist in order to focus 
our attention and devotion on the 
Blessed Sacrament. But the So-
lemnity of Corpus Christi is the 
annual day Holy Church desig-
nates when all of us are specifi-
cally encouraged to do so.
Nowadays, Catholic Christians 



Page 74     Contra Mundum

stands the Beloved Savior.
“Behold there He stands behind 

our wall, gazing in at the window, 
looking through the lattice.” Those 
words are from The Song of Solo-
mon, and it is a love story, written 
long before the birth of Christ, but 
preparing us for the great love story 
in the wonderful gift of the Blessed 
Sacrament of Christ’s ongoing 
Presence with us.
It is in the Sacrament that Christ 

confronts us in the same way as 
He did in the tiny Babe of Bethle-
hem, vulnerable as He was then to 
the cold winds and the gaze of the 
uncomprehending shepherds and 
their sheep. Today He confronts us 
in that small white wafer, placed 
time and again in the hands of cold 
souls, confronting the gaze of the 
sinner and the doubter and all those 
of us who approach Him oh so ca-
sually. The priest says “The Body 
of Christ” and we reply “Amen” 
and it is so quick, so simple, and so 
casual.
But Bethlehem is simple. It is we 

who make Christmas complicated. 
Bethlehem means house of bread 
and when we look into the crèche 
we are right to see a love story tak-
ing place. Corpus Christi reminds 
us that the love story continues. 
Christ is with us still, still giving 
Himself to us, and calling us from 
behind the lattice of that small Host, 
calling us away from sin and death, 
to be with Him now and always, 
and to breathe the life sustaining air 
of Heaven here on earth through the 
window that is the Blessed Sacra-
ment of the Altar.

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on the Solem-
nity of Corpus Christi, May 29, 2005

ST. ATHANASIUS
One of the Four Greek Doctors 

Patron Saint of the Congregation
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

 Wednesday, May 2, 2018 7:30 PM
A reception will follow this service

FINDING ROOM IN 
GOD FOREVER

“YOU SHALL RECEIVE 
power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you shall 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria and to the 
end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). With 
these words, Jesus took his leave 
of the apostles, as we heard in the 
First Reading. Immediately after-
wards the sacred author adds that 
“as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out 
of their sight” (Acts 1:9). This is the 
mystery of the Ascension that we 
are celebrating today. In the passage 
from the Acts of the Apostles it is 
said first that Jesus was “lifted up” 
(v. 9) and then it says “taken up” 
(v. 11). The event is not described 
as a journey to on high but rather as 
an action of the power of God who 
introduces Jesus into the space of 
closeness to the Divine. The pres-
ence of the cloud that “took him out 
of their sight” (v. 9) recalls a very 
ancient image of Old Testament the-

ology and integrates the account of 
the Ascension into the history of God 
with Israel, from the cloud of Sinai 
and above the tent of the Covenant 
in the desert, to the luminous cloud 
on the mountain of the Transfigura-
tion. To present the Lord wrapped in 
clouds calls to mind once and for all 
the same mystery expressed in the 
symbolism of the phrase “seated at 
the right hand of God.” In Christ as-
cended into heaven, the human be-
ing has entered into intimacy with 
God in a new and unheard-of way; 
we henceforth find room in God for-
ever. “Heaven”: the word does not 
indicate a place above the stars but 
something far more daring and sub-
lime: it indicates Christ himself, the 
divine Person who welcomes hu-
manity fully and forever, the One 
in whom God and man are insepa-
rably united forever. The human’s 
being in God — this is heaven.

His Holiness Benedict XVI
¶ This excerpt is taken from a sermon on 
May 24, 2009. It is in a volume on Holy 
Days and Solemnities by Wm B Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 2012.

THE ASCENSION DAY
Vigil Mass of the Ascension

according to 
Divine Worship The Missal
Wednesday, May 9, 2018

7:30 PM
Holy Day of Obligation
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Church’ and non-Catholic views 
on ‘church’ – differences which 
might make it possible and mean-
ingful for the Catholic Church 
to apologise for events that hap-
pened many centuries ago, but 
which probably make it unthink-
able for denominations such as the 
Waldensians to offer forgiveness 
for inconveniences endured by 
their own spiritual ancestors.

The Catholic Church identi-
fies Herself as the Mystical Body 
of Christ. Enlivened by the Holy 
Ghost, and united on earth in ev-
ery generation under the succes-
sor of St Peter, She is an organic 
whole in a similar way to that in 
which a human being is a single 
living unity. All of Her members 
who are in a state of grace are ani-
mated by the same supernatural 
life force infused in Baptism, and 
Christ is the Head of this Mystical 
Body. During a lifetime it is pos-
sible that all of the cells of a hu-
man body will die and be replaced 
several times, while we retain a 
continuity of memory and identity 
from cradle to grave, which means 
that we remain the same person. 
This explains why it is possible 
to prosecute and punish someone 
for a crime committed decades 
before. Cell regeneration never 
seems to have been accepted as 
a mitigating factor in a court of 
law. Similarly, in the Church, gen-
erations are born and die, to be re-
placed by new members, but the 
Church retains Her own memory 
and sense of identity because of 
the supernatural life that animates 
Her and binds Her members on 
earth, in Heaven and in Purga-
tory into a living whole. This also 

NO T  L O N G  A G O  H I S 
Holiness Pope Francis became 

the first successor of St Peter ever 
to visit a Waldensian Temple, dur-
ing a gita to Turin. On behalf of 
the Catholic Church, the Sover-
eign Pontiff requested forgiveness 
from the Waldensian community, 
descendants of a proto-Protestant 
movement condemned for heresy 
in 1215. The pontifical apology was 
“for the non-Christian and even in-
human attitudes and behaviour that 
we have showed you.” On hearing 
this Eugenio Bernadini, the pastor 
of the Waldensian community in 
Turin, looked pleased as Punch, and 
the Italian press reported with en-
thusiasm on the conviviality of the 
get-together. Some weeks later the 
Waldensians convened a synod at 
which they discussed what to make 
of the Pope’s gracious overture. Af-
ter deliberation, the Synod replied 
to the Holy Father in no uncertain 
terms: “Dear Brother in Christ Je-
sus, the Synod of the Evangelical 
Waldensian Church accepts with 
deep respect and not without emo-
tion your apology ... but this new 
situation does not allow us to step in 
the place of those who testified with 
their blood or the other Protestants 
suffering for their faith, and to for-
give you.”

This withholding of forgiveness in 
response to the Holy Father’s apol-
ogy was interpreted by some Catho-
lic commentators as churlish. How-
ever, rather than adding pressure to 
already bruised feelings by calling 
the Waldensians monumental party-
poopers, perhaps we should see in 
their sober response. a recognition 
of significant differences between 
the Catholic understanding of ‘the 

makes it possible for the Church to 
acknowledge some responsibility 
for the actions and words of Her 
members in times past.

This understanding of the Church 
explains a significant difference 
between the act of Faith for a 
Catholic and for a Protestant. An 
old  fashioned Protestant of the best 
sort will tell you that he believes in 
Pentecost, for example, because it 
is recorded in the Bible. The Cath-
olic Church, however, teaches us 
about Pentecost because She was 
there when it happened. It was her 
own birthday, and the festivity of 
it all is still fresh in Her memory, 
as is the fact that at the time She 
told Herself to make a note of it in 
the Scriptures that She was then in 
the process of writing. She teaches 
Our Lady’s Assumption with equal 
conviction. For some reason She 
did not get around to writing any 
explicit account of that event, but 
She remembers it and rejoices in it 
as if it happened yesterday.

Leaving aside any questions about 
the merits of the abundance of 
apologies that has been proffered 
in recent decades, we can at least 
see how it is possible for a pope to 
apologise for actions or attitudes of 
certain Catholics in past centuries. 
One can only imagine that, in cen-
turies to come, the appalling abus-
es and betrayals that have sullied 
the wedding garments of the Bride 
of Christ so nastily in our own 
time will furnish future popes with 
plenty of material for apologising. 
The Provost knows next to noth-
ing about Waldensian ecclesiology, 
but assuming that these particular 
separated brethren do not share our 

THE CHURCH A LIVING WHOLE



Page 76     Contra Mundum

SAINT BERNARDINE TELLS 
us that as the Eternal Father 

proposed to bestow his Son upon 
Mary to be her Son, and asked 
her consent to this, we are to con-
sider how she must have felt the 
immensity of the obligation laid 
upon her, of love, of gratitude, of 
acknowledgment, for so great a 
gift. It was no other than God who 
was to become her Son, the Father 
was to give him to enter her heart, 
her womb. He was to form in her 
and of her the body for his Son, 
who was to be at the same time 
his Son and hers. To correspond 
to the dignity of the Father who 
offered this, and of the Son who 
was thus offered, must have re-
quired an act of love and gratitude 
and self-oblation higher than the 
merits of all the saints. She was 
bound to “bring into captivity,” as 
Saint Paul speaks, all her intelli-
gence and all her affections to as-
sent and consent to the truth of the 
mystery now proposed to her in 
so sublime a manner, all that was 
now declared to her mind, and all 
the consequent truths which it in-
volved. She knew that it involved 
nothing less than this, that in her, 
in one moment, the foundations 
of the whole fabric of our resto-
ration and the redemption of the 
whole world were to be firmly 
and solidly laid. Her faith and her 
hope were the means by which 
she was made strong enough for 
this, together with the loving and 
humble obedience and subjection 
with which her assent and consent 
were given at the words of the an-
gel.

‘high’ understanding of the Church 
as Mystical Body of Christ united 
on earth under the successor of St 
Peter, we should also understand 
why they might feel unable to ac-
cept any apology on behalf of de-
ceased predecessors.·Rather than 
being ungracious, it seems that the 
Waldensians were just being hon-
est, God bless them.

The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the April 2016 
(Vol. 93, No. 1139) issue of The Oratory 
Parish Magazine, a publication of the 
Brampton (London) Oratory.

THE SOLEMNITY 
OF PENTECOST
Sunday, May 20, 2018 

Procession, Solemn Mass 
& Sermon

Acts 2:1-11 lesson 
read in languages

11:30 AM
wear RED clothing 

to Mass today!
SOLEMN EVENSONG 

& BENEDICTION
5:00 PM
Preacher:  

Most Revd Arthur L Kennedy, 
Auxiliary Bishop retired

A reception will follow this service

Saint Bernardine adds that Mary 
was moved to this by her great de-
sire that that which the whole world 
was in need of and in expectation of 
should come about, the redemption 
and restoration of the whole uni-
verse, including her own salvation 
and the salvation of all people, and 
the immense glory to God which 
would follow therefrom. 

Henry James Coleridge
¶ Fr Coleridge (1822-1893) was the son 
and brother of prominent English jurists. 
He was an Anglican clergyman who con-
verted to Catholicism in 1852 and was 
subsequently ordained priest in 1856 and 
entered the Society of Jesus. From 1865- 
81 he was editor of The Month, a Jesuit 
monthly review.
Coleridge’s The Seven Words of Mary: De-
rived from St Bernardine of Siena (1889) is 
out of print.
May is Mary’s Month in the Church Year.

TRINITY SUNDAY
THE SOLEMNITY OF 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
Sunday, May 27, 2018 

Solemn Mass & Sermon 
Athanasian Creed

11 :30 AM

HIS SON AND HERS
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I APPEAL TO YOU BY THE 
mercy of God. This appeal is 

made by Paul, or rather, it is made 
by God through Paul, because of 
God’s desire to be loved rather than 
feared, to be a father rather than a 
Lord. God appeals to us in his mer-
cy to avoid having to punish us in 
his severity.

Listen to the Lord’s appeal: In me, 
I want you to see your own body, 
your members, your heart, your 
bones, your blood. You may fear 
what is divine, but why not love 
what is human? You may run away 
from me as the Lord, but why not 
run to me as your father? Perhaps 
you are filled with shame for caus-
ing my bitter passion. Do not be 
afraid. This cross inflicts a mortal 
injury, not on me, but on death. 
These nails no longer pain me, 
but only deepen your love for me. 
I do not cry out because of these 
wounds, but through them I draw 
you into my heart. My body was 
stretched on the cross as a symbol, 
not of how much I suffered, but of 
my all-embracing love. I count it no 
less to shed my blood: it is the price 
I have paid for your ransom. Come, 
then, return to me and learn to know 
me as your father, who repays good 
for evil, love for injury, and bound-
less charity for piercing wounds.

Listen now to what the Apostle 
urges us to do. I appeal to you, he 
says, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice. By this exhortation 
of his, Paul has raised all men to 
priestly status.

How marvelous is the priesthood 
of the Christian, for he is both the 
victim that is offered on his own be-

half, and the priest who makes the 
offering. He does not need to go be-
yond himself to seek what he is to 
immolate to God: with himself and 
in himself he brings the sacrifice he 
is to offer God for himself. The vic-
tim remains and the priest remains, 
always one and the same. Immolat-
ed, the victim still lives: the priest 
who immolates cannot kill. Truly it 
is an amazing sacrifice in which a 
body is offered without being slain 
and blood is offered without being 
shed.

The Apostle says: I appeal to you 
by the mercy of God to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice. Breth-
ren, this sacrifice follows the pat-
tern of Christ’s sacrifice by which 
he gave his body as a living immo-
lation for the life of the world. He 
really made his body a living sacri-
fice, because, though slain, he con-
tinues to live. In such a victim death 
receives its ransom, but the victim 
remains alive. Death itself suffers 
the punishment. This is why death 
for the martyrs is actually a birth, 
and their end a beginning. Their ex-
ecution is the door to life, and those 
who were thought to have been 
blotted out from the earth shine bril-
liantly in heaven.

Paul says: I appeal to you by the 
mercy of God to present your bodies 
as a sacrifice, living and holy. The 
prophet said the same thing: Sacri-
fice and offering you did not desire, 
but you have prepared a body for 
me. Each of us is called to be both 
a sacrifice to God and his priest. 
Do not forfeit what divine author-
ity confers on you. Put on the gar-
ment of holiness, gird yourself with 

the belt of chastity. Let Christ be 
your helmet, let the cross on your 
forehead be your unfailing protec-
tion. Your breastplate should be the 
knowledge of God that he himself 
has given you. Keep burning con-
tinually the sweet smelling incense 
of prayer. Take up the sword of the 
Spirit. Let your heart be an altar. 
Then, with full confidence in God, 
present your body for sacrifice. 
God desires not death, but faith; 
God thirsts not for blood, but for 
self-surrender; God is appeased not 
by slaughter, but by the offering of 
your free will.

 Saint Peter Chrysologus
¶ Saint Peter (c. 380-450) was Bishop of 
Ravenna and a famous preacher with the 
nickname “Doctor of Homilies.” This ex-
cerpt is from one of his sermons. He was 
declared Doctor of the Church by Pope 
Benedict XIII in 1729.

AN AMAZING SACRIFICE

THE SOLEMNITY OF
THE MOST HOLY BODY 
AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

Corpus Christi 
Thursday, May 31, 2018 
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

7:30 PM
A reception will follow this service
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SERVING THE 
STATE’S AGENDA

THE CATHOLICS OF A 
previous generation, who wel-

comed financial dependence on the 
state, and eagerly accepted funding 
for Catholic schools and all of our 
declining charitable institutions, did 
not appreciate the full significance 
of their Faustian bargain. The pa-
perwork of the secular bureaucra-
cies now reaches through every rec-
tory. The state’s priorities displace 
our own, even within the Church. 
We serve the state’s very secular 
agenda, hop and bow to fulfil its 
conditions, haplessly beg for an-
other state dime, while our churches 
empty.

One prays for those errants, but the 
truth is most are beyond earthly re-
trieval. Their children are not even 
nominal Catholics; the children of 
their children do not even get born.

David Warren
¶ This is a portion of an article which ap-
peared in The Catholic Herald issue of 
March 2, 2018. David Warren is a writer 
and journalist based in Toronto.

HELL IS CHURCH 
DOCTRINE

¶ ln response to what was perhaps less 
than faithful reporting of Pope Fran-
cis denying the existence of hell, The 
Boston Herald sought out parishioner 
Peter Kreeft on the subject. (April 2, 
2018)

“I DOUBT HE SAID THAT, 
because it’s heresy outright” 

adding that hell’s existence had 
been doctrine since the 7th century. 
But Dr Kreeft went on to say hell 
is more than the eternal fire.” “If 
there’s no hell, then heaven is no 
big deal. If there’s no valley, the 

mountain isn’t very high. If [hell] 
doesn’t exist, then ultimately we 
don’t have free will...Scratch the 
doctrine of hell and you find the 
possibility of free will underneath 
it. The details are not important: 
You don’t need to believe in fiery 
demons inserting hot pitchforks 
into unrepentant posteriors.”

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Pam Covert, 
who, assisted by Judie Bradford 
and Wilfred Veldkamp, hosted an 
Easter Day brunch after Mass. It 
was much appreciated by parishio-
ners and visitors.
Ñ Thank you to Deacon Michael 
Connolly, Kevin McDermott, and 
Steve Cavanaugh, who joined Fa-
ther Bradford for the singing of the 
St John Passion on Good Friday, 
and to Steve and Kevin for being 
officiant and cantor at Tenebrae on 
Wednesday in Holy Week.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass will be of-
fered for Abbott Gabriel Gibbs, 
OSB on Saturday, May 5th. Mass 
is at 8am in St Theresa’s Church 
West Roxbury.
Ñ Mothers’ Day is Sunday, May 
13th. And remember that May is 
Mary’s Month in the Church Year.
Ñ Please continue to keep Bishop 
Richard Lennon in your prayers. 
He became Bishop of Cleveland 
on May 15, 2006 and had to resign 
last year for health reasons. Bp 
Lennon was our first chaplain. 
Ñ Pentecost is May 20th. We need 
readers of the Acts 2:1-11 lesson in 

foreign languages. Please contact 
Steve Cavanaugh if you can volun-
teer. And all members of the con-
gregation are asked to wear RED 
clothing on Pentecost. 
Ñ Many thanks to Kevin McDer-
mott for producing lovely posters 
and fliers promoting our Lenten ser-
vices and evensongs. These help us 
get the word out into the communi-
ty about our many special services.
Ñ The feast of SS Philip and James 
is May 3rd and St Matthias is May 
14th. Masses in St Theresa of Ávila 
Parish are at 6:45 AM and 4:00 PM.
 Ñ We welcomed Bishop Emilio S. 
Allué as our preacher at evensong 
on Sunday, April 15th. He is Aux-
iliary Bishop of Boston, emeritus, 
and a welcome guest.

SUMMER FLOWERS
Our sign up for summer altar flowers 
will begin Memorial Day weekend. A 
sign-up chart will be available May 
27th 
You may bring arrangements from 
your garden or a florist. We require 
two large arrangements for the high 
altar or either one or two smaller vas-
es for the Marian altar. 
Be sure to sign up to avoid duplica-
tion of flowers one week and none 
the next. After Mass you may take 
your flowers home to enjoy. Many 
thanks.
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Sung Mass 
Fellowship and Coffee in the 

Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

TRANSITIONS
The Very Revd Brian M. Clary will 

celebrate his last Mass as Pastor of 
St Mary of the Assumption Parish 
on the Solemnity of Pentecost, May 
20th. A celebration honoring Fr 
Clary follows the service. 

In June he will join Fr. Robert 
Connors in a team ministry in St. 
Ann and St Brendan Parishes in 
Dorchester. 

Fr. Clary has been a very 
supportive and kindly “landlord” to 
us at St. Lawrence Church and we 
all wish him the best of everything 
in the days ahead. 

In June another fine priest, Fr 
Jonathan M. Gaspard, will become 
Pastor of St Mary’s. He is currently 
serving as Cardinal’s Secretary and 
Director of the Office of Divine 
Worship.

Consequently man is debtor chiefly 
to his parents and his country, af-
ter God. Wherefore, just as it be-
longs to religion to give worship to 
God, so does it belong to piety, in 
the second place, to give worship 
to one’s parents and one’s coun-
try.” Thus, unlike nationalism, pa-
triotism comes within the sphere of 
virtue, duty, and moral obligation.

That this is and has always been 
the teaching of the Catholic Church 
may be gathered from the pro-
nouncements of the Popes. Thus 
we find Pius X say, “If Catholi-
cism were the enemy of the coun-
try, it would no longer be a divine 
religion.” Pope Leo XIII set forth 
patriotism as a moral obligation 
based on natural law: “If,” writes 
the Pope, “the natural law bids us 
give the best of our affection and 
of our devotedness to our native 
land so that the good citizen does 
not hesitate to brave death for his 
country, much more is it the duty of 
Christians to be similarly affected 
to the Church.”

Newsletter, St Athanasius Parish, 
Reading, Mass.

¶ This article appeared in the column 
“From the Pastor” on May 28, 2017. 
The Pastor is Fr Darin Colarusso.

MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 28, 2018  

Check in your local community for 
Memorial Day Masses 

St Theresa of Ávila Parish offers  
Memorial Day Masses at 10:00 AM

in St Joseph’s and 
Mt Benedict Cemeteries 

WE MAY NOT REALIZE 
that patriotism–love of coun-

try–is actually a moral virtue. So 
when we pray for and give thanks to 
those who’ve given their lives for our 
nation on Memorial Day, we act not 
only in an appropriately civic way, 
but also in a religious one. The fol-
lowing is excerpted from Fr. Stephen 
J. Brown’s “What Is Patriotism?” 
found at www.catholicculture.org.

The first element included in love 
of country (patrie) is found in the 
terms patria terra–our country, our 
native land. That a second element is 
included we see by the very etymol-
ogy of the word patria. This land of 
ours is the land of our fathers. The 
generations that have gone before us 
have toiled to make it what it is. Or 
perhaps they have died in its defense. 
In its soil they have been laid to rest. 
This feeling for the soil that holds 
the dust of countless generations of 
our kinsfolk and countrymen may be 
merely latent, but it is nevertheless 
reality and an element in the idea of 
country. A third element is the idea 
of one’s people. One’s country is not 
merely the ancestral lands, even for 
the few who own any such. It is felt 
to be the common possession of the 
people to which we belong...our na-
tion. We love our country because it 
is the land of our birth, because it is 
the land of our forefathers, and be-
cause it will be the land of those who 
shall come after us, perhaps of our 
sons and daughters.

St. Thomas Aquinas coupled to-
gether devotion to parents with that 
of country. Regarding the virtue of 
“piety,” which we can translate as 
“dutifulness,” he writes: “The ori-
gins of our being and governing are 
our parents and our country, which 
have given us birth and nourishment. 

PATRIOTISM: A MORAL OBLIGATION
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 02467 (for GPS)
Directions by Car: From the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route 9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. The park-
ing lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C branch.


