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THE MOST NECESSARY OF ALL DEVOTIONS

F

ADOREMUS IN
AETERNUM
SANCTISSIMUM
SACRAMENTUM

OR CHRIST OUR
LORD, the thirtythree years of His earthly
life seemed all too short
a time to tarry with the
children of men. To be
born for us in poverty,
to live a wearisome life
of hard physical work, to
toil from place to place
preaching His Father’s
truth, inaugurating His Kingdom, to
suffer and sacrifice Himself for us
by a most painful death – all this did
not exhaust the Redeemer’s love. He
wished to remain among us even after His ascension into heaven, and by
a perpetual miracle, to continue the
mysteries of His earthly life and His
earthly death. This He accomplished
by instituting the Most Blessed Sacrament of the altar. What a wonderful love, which compels the Son of
God to remain continually with us on
our altars. The Divine Mercy of the
Redeemer reached the very depths of
love, in order to give us this miraculous and life-giving sacrament.
The creative omnipotence of God
could bring about nothing more
powerful. His innovative wisdom

things but sin. He is present
with that soul which, like
all human souls, is endowed
with the faculties of understanding, memory and will.
It is His glorified human
soul, radiant with beauty and
splendour, that is present
with us. With this soul the
Saviour loves us. He loves
us not only with His Divine
Mind but also with His human soul. In this great sacrament Our Lord offers us the
infinite treasury of merit and
conceived of nothing better. His
graces with which the Godhead has
imaginative love could bestow on
endowed and beautified His human
us nothing more holy, than this great
soul.
sacrament. What self-abasement
of the King of kings and Lord of In the Blessed Sacrament, the Lord’s
lords, Who so humbled Himself for human body is also truly present, the
our salvation as to conceal Himself sacred risen body in which dwells
under the external appearance, the the fullness of Divinity. This sacred
lowly form, of humble and silent body is the same glorified body now
bread, the living Bread which once reigning in heavenly glory. This is
the same body which He took from
did die.
the flesh of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
In the Blessed Sacrament, the Lord
He is present with the same body
Jesus is truly present, His divinity
in which He once endured heat and
and His humanity. His humanity incold, hunger and thirst, hardship and
cludes His human soul. He is presfatigue. This is the same body which
ent with that human soul which on
endured the agonies of His cruel Pasthe Cross endured the anguish of
sion.
feeling forsaken by His Father. He
is present with that soul which feels Here are the same loving eyes that
as we feel, for He is like us in all looked upon mankind with such
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mercy and compassion. Now their
tender and fatherly gaze rests upon
us, as we kneel before the monstrance. Here are those lips which
spoke such gracious and far-reaching words of revelation and which
still speak to us, if we will but listen. Here are the same hands that
reached out to relieve the sick and
the dying, the hands that absolved
repentant sinners, the hands that
blessed even the little children.
Here are the carpenter’s work-worn
hands which wrought so much
good, and received so little in return. Now He extends them to us, to
draw us closer to His loving Heart,
to heal our wounds, to bless us in
our need. Here are the sacred feet
that wearied themselves going far
and wide in search of souls; the feet
that bruised and bleeding, climbed
to the height of Calvary, there to be
pierced by rough hard nails for all
our sins. From the monstrance, the
same Lord invites us to follow in
His footsteps, to lend Him our hands
and feet, to be co-workers with Him
in His mission of redemption, and
in the building up of His Kingdom.
The Church well understands what
a priceless treasure she possesses in
this holy sacrament. She well understands what a precious inheritance
her Divine Founder has left her. She
knows how deeply she must esteem
and preserve this gift. She acknowledges in this sacrament her highest
good. The mystery of the Holy Eucharist forms the centre of all her
worship, all her feasts, her entire
life. All the Church’s rites and ceremonies converge on this Blessed
Sacrament. The cornerstone of our
creed, the greatest consolation we
have on earth and the most reassuring hope of our final reward in

heaven – all this is centered in the
consecrated Host.
All the prayers and intentions of
the Church are rooted in the holy
Eucharist. It is her strength, her joy,
her glory. It is that great sacrifice by
which she offers up worthy homage
to the Godhead. It is the way she
reconciles her children with their
Maker, returns Him thanks, and implores His grace. It is that powerful
means by which she strengthens
her children on their pilgrimage. It
is the means by which she encourages them to aspire to higher things.
This sacrament is the light of her
confessors, the purity of her virgins,
the fortitude of her martyrs and the
zeal of her Apostles. It is for all her
children the Bread of Life, the living Bread come down from Heaven,
containing within Itself all sweetness.
The cult of the Blessed Sacrament
is the Church’s most sublime devotion, and far surpasses all others.
The saints in heaven deserve our
veneration because of their holiness
and their exalted state. We rightly
try to imitate their virtues. We ask
their intercession on account of
their closeness to God. Devotion
to the saints is encouraged by the
Church and rightly practised by all
the faithful. Among that glorious
company there are many to whom
we confide our difficulties and
whom we honour with special devotion. But no saint - not even Our
Lady Herself, the Queen of Saints
- can ever compare in dignity, holiness, goodness and power with Our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. For
in Him are present all perfections
in an infinite quantity. Devotion to
the Lord Jesus in His sacrament is
the most necessary of all devotions,

and renders the greatest honour and
glory to God. In other devotions we
honour God’s creatures, but in the
Blessed Sacrament we honour the
Creator Himself.
This necessary worship of the Eucharistic mystery calls for a firm
and lively faith. By professing our
faith in the Real Presence we offer
to God the most valuable of all our
natural human gifts – our understanding. On the altar, our senses
perceive nothing to support our
faith. In the crib and on the Cross,
there was some satisfaction for our
senses. His Divinity was hidden, but
His Humanity was visible. By contrast, on His altar-throne even His
humanity is concealed. In the crib
and on the Cross, the Son of God
had witnesses who attested to His
divinity. The angels announced His
birth to the shepherds. A guiding
star led the Magi to the crib. At His
crucifixion the light of the sun was
darkened, the earth shuddered, the
veil of the Temple was torn in two,
many bodies of the dead came forth
from their graves – all these signs
bore witness to His Divinity. Such
signs and portents are wholly lacking on the altar. The lights and flowers with which we adorn His throne
bring fitting honour to His divine
presence, but they do not prove it
to our senses. Faith and faith alone
gives us the substance of things unseen, the certitude of things hoped
for.
What do we hope for? Our faith
tells us to hope above all else for
heaven, eternal life with God in
union with our Blessed Lady and
all the saints, in paradise. This is
our hope. This is the true purpose
of our life on earth, the goal of all
our endeavor. To encourage us on

Contra Mundum
our way, to sustain us on our journey, the Lord Jesus bequeathed to
us this sacramental food, this heavenly manna that we might not grow
weary nor faint by the wayside. In
the sacred banquet of His Eucharist He feeds us with His own life,
He nourishes us with the sweetest
of all foods – Himself. With what
care and with what devotion should
we prepare to approach this sacred
banquet. With what love and gratitude should we receive the bread of
angels. The reception of this living
bread should be our greatest joy on
earth. It recalls for us the sufferings
the Lord endured for our salvation.
It fills our minds and hearts with
grace, and it is our pledge of future
glory.
The Provost
¶ This article is taken from the April, 2009
(Vol 87, No. 1067) edition of The Oratory
Magazine, the church paper of The Brompton (London) Oratory.

Summer Altar Flowers

Our sign up for summer altar flowers begins with Memorial Day
weekend, with flowers needed for
Sundays in June through September.

You may bring arrangements from
your garden or a florist. We require
two large arrangements for the high
altar or either one or two smaller
vases for the Marian altar, whichever you prefer. But be sure to sign
up for a summer Sunday.

A

WHAT IS AN
APOLOGY?

N APOLOGY IS A DEFENCE.
In a court of law it is the defendant’s answer to the speech of
the prosecution. There is necessarily a defensive element in all Christian preaching. This goes back to
the very first sermon. St Peter said
“Men of Judaea we are not drunk!”
(Acts 2:14-15) To be sure, at some
point (and often impossible to precisely identify) Christian apology
passes over to counter attack, as did
Peter’s sermon. He declared “Ye
have taken [Jesus], and by wicked
hands have crucified and slain.”
(v.23)
The following two articles are
examples of early Christian apologetics. Some other famous examples are Origen’s Contra Celsum
c. 248, St Thomas Aquinas’ Summa
contra Gentiles, c. 1259-65, and
Anglican Bishop Butler’s Analogy
of Religion (1736). In modern times
we have, for example, the writings
of G.K. Chesterton, C.S. Lewis, and
Bishop Robert Barron.

C

WHAT THE SOUL
IS IN A BODY …

HRISTIANS ARE
NOT
distinguished from the rest of
mankind in locality or in speech or
customs. But while they dwell in
the cities of Greeks and barbarians,
and follow the native customs in
dress and food, yet the constitution
of their own citizenship is marvelous, and contradicts expectation.
They dwell in their countries, but
only as sojourners; they bear their
share as citizens, and they endure
all hardships as strangers. Every
foreign country is their fatherland,
and every fatherland foreign. They
marry like other men and beget
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children; but they do not expose their
offspring. They have their meals, but
not their wives in common. They
are in the flesh, but do not live after
the flesh. Their existence is on earth,
their citizenship in heaven. They
obey the laws and surpass them in
their lives. They love all men and
are persecuted by all. They are ignored and condemned, put to death
and endowed with life. They are beggars, who make many rich, in want
of everything and abounding in everything. They are dishonoured and
in their dishonour glorified. They
are abused and vindicated. Reviled,
they bless; insulted, they pay their respects. They are punished for doing
good, and rejoice in this, as thereby
quickened to life. The Jews wage war
with them as aliens, while the Greeks
persecute them, and yet those who
hate them cannot tell the reason of
their hostility to them.
In a word, what the soul is in a body,
this the Christians are in the world.
The invisible soul is guarded in the
visible body: so Christians are recognized in the world, and yet their
religion remains invisible. The flesh
hates the soul and goes to war with
it, although it receives no wrong,
because it is forbidden to indulge in
pleasures; so the world hates Christians, although it receives no wrong
from them, because they set themselves against its pleasures.
The soul is enclosed in the body,
and yet holds the body together; so
Christians are in the world as in a
prison, and yet they themselves hold
the world together.
Epistle to Diognetus

¶ The Epistle to Diognetus is variously dated
AD 130 to the end of the 2nd Century. It is the
work of a Christian disciple, and the priceless
manuscript at Strasbourg was destroyed in a fire
during the Franco-Prussian War in 1870. But
fortunately it had already been printed.
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CONSTANTLY
REMINDING ONE
ANOTHER OF
THESE THINGS

N

O ONE MAY SHARE THE
eucharist with us unless he
believes that what we teach is true,
unless he is washed in the regenerating waters of baptism for the remission of his sins, and unless he
lives in accordance with the principles given us by Christ.
We do not consume the eucharistic bread and wine as if it were ordinary food and drink, for we have
been taught that as Jesus Christ our
Savior became a man of flesh and
blood by the power of the Word
of God, so also the food that our
flesh and blood assimilates for its
nourishment becomes the flesh and
blood of the incarnate Jesus by the
power of his own words contained
in the prayer of thanksgiving.
The apostles, in their recollections, which are called gospels,
handed down to us what Jesus
commanded them to do. They tell
us that he took bread, gave thanks
and said: Do this in memory of me.
This is my body. In the same way
he took the cup, he gave thanks and
said: This is my blood. The Lord
gave this command to them alone.
Ever since then we have constantly reminded one another of these
things. The rich among us help the
poor and we are always united. For
all that we receive we praise the
Creator of the universe through his
Son Jesus Christ and through the
Holy Spirit.
On Sunday we have a common
assembly of all our members,
whether they live in the city or in
the outlying districts. The recollec-

tions of the apostles or the writings
of the prophets are read, as long as
there is time. When the reader has
finished, the president of the assembly speaks to us; he urges everyone
to imitate the examples of virtue we
have heard in the readings. Then we
all stand up together and pray.
On the conclusion of our prayer,
bread and wine and water are
brought forward. The president offers prayers and gives thanks to the
best of his ability, and the people
give their assent by saying, “Amen.”
The eucharist is distributed, everyone present communicates, and the
deacons take it to those who are absent.
The wealthy, if they wish, may
make a contribution, and they themselves decide the amount. The collection is placed in the custody of
the president, who uses it to help the
orphans and widows and all who for
any reason are in distress, whether
because they are sick, in prison,
or away from home. In a word, he
takes care of all who are in need.
We hold our common assembly
on Sunday because it is the first day
of the week, the day on which God
put darkness and chaos to flight
and created the world, and because
on that same day our savior Jesus
Christ rose from the dead. For he
was crucified on Friday and on Sunday he appeared to his apostles and
disciples and taught them the things
that we have passed on for your
consideration.
Justin Martyr
¶ St Justin Martyr (100-165) was an early
Christian apologist. Many of his works are
lost but the First Apology survives and sets
forth the philosophy of the Catholic faith. He
is the best known of the 2nd-Century Church
Fathers. His feast day is June 1st.

THE FEAST OF
THE NATIVITY OF
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
Sunday, June 24, 2018
11:30 AM
Solemn Mass
and Sermon

SHORT NOTES

Ñ Thanks to Judie Bradford and
Cindi McDermott who hosted a reception after Mass on St Athanasius
Day.
Ñ Please continue to keep parishioner Leslie Hunt in your prayers. Les
and Jennifer are able to join us for
Mass on occasion, but travel from
their home in Shirley is increasingly difficult for Les. There is a prayer
we offer every Friday at 7:00 PM,
invoking the intercession of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen. Copies are
available.
Ñ Thanks to those who read the
Pentecost First Lesson in a foreign language at Mass on May 20th.
Bishop Kennedy was our preacher
at Evensong that day.
Ñ Thanks to chef Paul Uttaro for
preparing the reception following
Mass on Corpus Christi, Thursday,
May 31st.
Ñ At recent special services we
have not only had Deacon Michael
J Connolly assisting, but also were
joined by friends David Allen and
Kevin Roy. It is always good to
have them with us.
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Ñ We will begin singing the Fifth
Communion Service on June 10th.
This is the setting by Leo Sowerby,
found at numbers 747-749 in The
Hymnal 1940. With it we sing the
“Old Scottish Chant” Gloria, #739.
Ñ Traveling parishioners recently
have included John and Pam Covert, making a March trip south for
a wedding in Alabama, and intending to attend the Ordinariate Chrism
Mass in Scranton, Pennsylvania,
which was relocated to Houston
because of bad weather. Also visiting the Scranton Ordinariate parish
were John and Susan Russo, on a
business trip that took them as far
west as Indiana. Evelyn Theriault
has been spending a few weeks in
Italy, and in mid-May Ed Finglas
left for three weeks in Ireland. Fred
Klingmeyer, who is originally from
Delaware, made a trip recently with
his wife to visit family there.
Ñ Saint Benedict Abbey in Still
River is offering a week of study
August 19-25 titled Masters of Monastic Tradition. This year’s course
concentrates on Saint Augustine.
It is open to young men pursuing
undergraduate studies or graduate
studies. A brochure highlights the
course.
Ñ Special observances in June include The Solemnity of the Sacred
Heart, Friday, June 8th; St Barnabas,
Apostle, Monday, June 11th, and the
Memorial of Bishop John Fisher
and Sir Thomas More, Friday, June
22nd.
Ñ Fathers’ Day is Sunday, June 17th.
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STATE PROGRAMS OPEN TO ALL CITIZENS?

O

N WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25,
2018 The New York Times devoted 3/4 of a page in its national
section to a ruling by the New Jersey Supreme Court which found that
public money could no longer be
used by churches. The court cited a
clause in the New Jersey State Constitution expressly forbidding this
use. A grant had been provided the
Presbyterian Church in Morristown,
New Jersey by the Morris Country
Board of Freeholders. The grant was
in the amount of $260,000.
The clause cited, the “Religious
Aid Clause,” bars the use of taxpayer
funds to repair and restore churches.
This clause is specific to New Jersey.
New Jersey, incidentally, does not
possess a so-called “Blaine Amendment” law.
The Blaine Amendment (1875) was
an attempt to prohibit aid to parochial schools and was especially aimed
at the Catholic Church. It failed in
the Senate to achieve the 2/3 votes
necessary for an amendment, and
never became law.
Blaine Amendment laws were
passed in some states, including Massachusetts, because of fears Catholics would not support “separation of
church and state.” But “separation of
church and state” is not in the United
States Constitution, which simply
says government shall not “establish
a religion.”
In 2017, the United States Supreme
Court, in a 7-2 decision, held that a
state could not deny funds to an entity simply because that entity was a
church, despite the presence of a state

constitutional provision prohibiting aid to religious educational
institutions. This ruling means it
is not “establishing a religion” to
allow a church or religious entity
to compete on equal terms with
nonreligious entities for government benefits.
The Court cited the freedom
of religion guaranteed by the
Free Exercise Clause of the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
Stay tuned! As The New York
Times headline indicated, the
New Jersey ruling may reopen
a thorny debate. Freedom of religion does not mean “freedom
from religion.”
Father Bradford

¶ In addition to The New York Times
article cited in this story, there was helpful information in the column “Washington Insider” by William L. Saunders, a
regular feature in The National Catholic
Bioethics Quarterly (Vol 17, No 4, Winter, 2017).

THE SOLEMNITY OF
SAINTS PETER & PAUL
Friday, June 29, 2018
Masses in
St Theresa of Ávila Church,
2078 Centre Street,
West Roxbury
are at 6:45 AM and 4:00 PM
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T

CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION

O STATE
t h e
obvious:
it is most unusual for any
parish to celebrate the ordinations of
three priests
connected
to it, one after another, within one
month’s time, but that is what we
are doing. Let us take note of it!
This is a time of “the favor of the
Lord”: a beautiful occurrence within this Extraordinary Jubilee “Year
of Mercy”: a moment of great grace.
Every religious vocation which
comes to fruition is a masterpiece of
God’s special Providence. So many
things independent of one another
have to align (the discernment of
the aspirant, the judgment of the
various formation directors, the successful completion of the lengthy
time of probation and the subjective
experience of it): so many obstacles
to overcome. I mention two in particular.
First, the deep-seated hostility to
Catholic priests which exists in society, justified in part by the scandals given by errant priests, but not
caused by it. The French Catholic
novelist Georges Bernanos touched
upon it when he wrote: “The hatred
of priests is one of the most mysterious things in the world.”
Second, there is the heaviness of
human weakness. If a priestly formation program has done its job,
when the man who is a candidate
for the priesthood writes the letter

to his bishop
or superior requesting Holy
Orders he has
already
acquired at least
some healthy
“knowledge
of acquaintance”
of
what human weakness is—his own
and others, and of what people’s
struggles are and where Jesus is
in them. For him, the words of St.
Paul in II Corinthians Chapter 12
now have a personal resonance:
“[The Lord] said to me: My grace
is sufficient for thee, for strength
is made perfect in weakness.” (II
Cor. 12:9)
True priestly vocations are the
Lord’s work, first and foremost.
We co-operate with His grace but
there is no “winning formula” to
make them happen. Let us give
thanks today for these three new
priests in particular whom God has
given to His Church.
Father Charles J. Higgins
¶ “The Pastor’s Note” in the church paper of Mary Immaculate of Lourdes Parish, Newton, June 12, 2016.

NATIONHOOD AS
A GIFT FROM GOD

I

N RECENT TIMES IT HAS
been fashionable to talk of the
levelling out of nations, of the disappearance of different races in the
melting-pot of contemporary civilization. I do not agree with this
opinion ... The disappearance of
nations would have impoverished

us no less than if all men had become alike, with one personality
and one face. Nations are the wealth
of mankind, its collective personalities; the very least of them wears its
special colours and bears within itself a special facet of divine inten
Alexander Solzhenitsyn
Alexander Solzhenitsyn (1918-2008) was
a Russian Orthodox novelist who won
the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1970. He
was exiled from the Soviet Union in 1974
but later returned to Russia after the fall
of the Communist state. This excerpt is
found in Leopold Labedz’s Solzhenitysn: a
Documentary Record, Baltimore, Penguin,
1974.

CHRISTIAN LIVING
A Christian lives at the height of his
being, not only at the top of his spiritual, but of his intellectual life. He alone
lives in the full exercise of his rational
powers. Religion ennobles his reason
while it enlarges it.
Let, then, your soul act up to its high
destination; let not that which was
made to soar to heaven, grovel in the
dust. Let it not live so much below itself. You wonder it is not more fixed,
when it is perpetually resting on things
which are not fixed themselves. In the
rest of a Christian there is a stability.
Nothing can shake his confidence but
sin. Outward attacks and troubles rather
fix than unsettle him, as tempests from
without only serve to root the oak faster,
while an inward canker will gradually
rot and decay it.
Hannah More
Practical Piety
¶ Hannah More (1745-1833) was an evangelical Anglican, educator, and social reformer.
She donated funds to help found Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio. Her best-known work is
Practical Piety (1811).
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SUFFERING AND PASSION
SHARED BY MARY

T

HERE IS NO
coincidence
that the memorial of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary is observed
on the day after
the Solemnity of
the Sacred Heart.
The Heart of Jesus
and the heart of
His Mother have
a complex and
visceral relationship. Mary is intimately connected
as no other human
being, with her
Son’s work of salvation.
So it is no accident that Holy
Church chooses the story of Our
Lord as a boy in the Temple (Luke
2:41-52) as the gospel today. Having grown up for twelve years in
gracious dependence upon Mary
and Joseph, Blessed Jesus here reveals to His mother His mission. It
is a mission, as she will learn, involving suffering and a new Passover. She will also learn that it is a
suffering and passion that had been
predicted for Mary herself by Simeon at Candlemas.
There in the Temple the twelveyear-old Jesus revealed His relationship to Almighty God for the first
time. And Mary is called to enter at
a deeper level into the awareness of
Christ’s mission. She is to become
mother of the Church, motherhood
in the family of God based upon the
relationship of her Son in the Holy

Trinity.
Mary had already been living
in nearness to Jesus. But fully human, she was not
able all at once
to
understand
the full depth
of the events of
God in Christ, or
the words of her
Son. Scripture
tells us that she
“pondered these
things in her
heart” until she
came to a full realization of the mighty workings
of God incarnate
In Mary, just as in her Son, and
unique to these two, there is no
place for what we call “conversion.” But having no shadow of
sin, Mary and Jesus still must be
obedient to the terms of creation
and live under the law of growth.
St Luke tells us that Our Lord
“advanced in wisdom and in favor with God and man.” And Our
Lady also grew in awareness that
being mother of God was a vocation larger than mother of Jesus,
and that her role was to be in complete union with her Son’s divine
work of redemption. His Sacred
Heart and her immaculate heart.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of
Ávila Church on June 4, 2016.

Page 87

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON
SATURDAY is celebrated each
week at 8:00 AM at the Marian
altar in St Theresa of Ávila Church,
2078 Centre Street, West Roxbury.
Enter the main church via the
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 02467 (for GPS)
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route 9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C branch.

Low
ell L

.
St
th
a
He

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
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