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THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS
THE TETRAGRAM-

maton is the four-
letter Name of God 
(YHWH in the Latin 
script) which was re-
vealed to Moses as part 
of the ancient covenant 
with Israel. Out of rever-
ence for God this Name 
was not pronounced, and 
in the Hebrew scriptures 
synonyms replaced the 
tetragrammaton. To this 
day observant Jews and those who 
follow conservative Jewish tradi-
tions do not pronounce the Holy 
Name of God revealed to Moses.

But Christians are not observant 
Jews or those who follow conserva-
tive Jewish traditions. Something 
decisive has happened to make us 
different! Early Jewish Christians 
inherited the Jewish practice and 
gentile Christians followed along. 
But why do Catholics, at least in 
formal worship, avoid the direct us-
age of YHWH, (often pronounced 
Jehovah or Yahweh in English)? The 
immediate answer is that on June 
29, 2008 the Holy See directed “in 
liturgical celebrations, in songs and 
prayers, the Name of God in the 
form of the tetragrammaton YHWH 
is neither to be used or pronounced.” 
The United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops welcomed the di-
rective by declaring “it provides also 
an opportunity to offer catechesis for 
the faithful as an encouragement to 
show reverence for the Name of God 
in daily life, emphasizing the power 
of language as an act of devotion and 
worship.’

Ever since the Incarnation the Holy 
Name of God is JESUS. And we are 
told to say It, use It, and proclaim It. 
Jesus is God. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church declares that the 
Bible is one book about Jesus Christ. 
It also says “In Christ God has said 
everything.” And yet while the Cath-
olic Church seems to be spooked 
by the liturgical use of YHWH, the 
Holy Name of Jesus is disappearing 
in our prayers.

At the Presidential Inauguration on 
January 20, 2017 Timothy Cardinal 

Dolan, Archbishop of 
New York, gave the 
invocation. He began 
by making the sign of 
the cross, but his long 
prayer made no men-
tion of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Not once. 
On May 12, 2017, at 
my 50th college class 
reunion at Washington 
and Lee University, 
one of the scheduled 

events was a memorial service, re-
membering departed classmates. 
Some of their widows were in at-
tendance and in many ways it was 
a lovely service and kind thing to 
do. But my classmate who led the 
service, (a prominent Episcopalian 
clergyman, Revd James Cooper 
had been rector of Trinity Church, 
Wall Street, arguably the most 
prominent Anglican church in the 
country) never once mentioned 
Our Blessed Lord Jesus by Name. 
I do not know if the actual form of 
service was crafted by him or sim-
ply given to him to lead. Granted 
there were non-Christians among 
my classmates. The benediction 
was even printed and given in He-
brew. But no mention of Jesus our 
Lord! Not once. Earlier this year, 
On April 26, 2018, at the swear-
ing in of Mike Pompeo as United 
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States Secretary of State, the prayer 
was offered by Dr Mary Ann Glen-
don, (a very prominent Catholic 
laywoman, former U.S. Ambassa-
dor to the Vatican, and one of Mr 
Pompeo’s teachers in the Harvard 
Law School.) The prayer offered 
was lovely, but it also never invoked 
the Holy Name of Jesus.

So, out of ecumenical consid-
erations, the opportunity to offer 
catechesis for the faithful, and “en-
couragement to show reverence for 
the [ancient] Name of God”, and 
“the power of language as an act of 
devotion and worship”, we are di-
rected to avoid use of the tetragram-
maton. But at the same time we are 
avoiding the use of the Holy Name 
of Jesus! Is there something wrong 
with this picture? As Christians we 
are bidden to pray to the Father, 
through the Son, in the power of the 
Holy Ghost. And we are to have the 
Holy Name of Jesus on our lips.

There is a wonderful sermon by 
Saint Bernardino (1380-1444), an 
excerpt of which is found in the 
Breviary for May 20 (his feast day) 
under the title “The name of Jesus is 
the glory of preachers.” Let that be 
the last word.

Father Bradford

The raising of Jairus’ daughter is the 
Gospel for Mass on Sunday, July 1st.

THE NAME THAT MUST BE PROCLAIMED

THE NAME OF JESUS IS 
the glory of preachers, be-

cause the shining splendor of that 
name causes his word to be pro-
claimed and heard. And how do 
you think such an immense, sud-
den and dazzling light of faith came 
into the world, if not because Jesus 
was preached? Was it not through 
the brilliance and sweet savor of 
this name that God called us into 
his marvelous light? When we have 
been enlightened, and in that same 
light behold the light of heaven, 
rightly may the apostle Paul say to 
us: Once you were darkness, but 
now you are light in the Lord; walk: 
as children of light.
So this name must be proclaimed, 

that it may shine out and never 
be suppressed. But it must not be 
preached by someone with sullied 
mind or unclean lips, but stored up 
and poured out from a chosen ves-
sel.
That is why our Lord said of Saint 

Paul: He is a chosen instrument of 
mine, the vessel of my choice, to 
carry my name before the Gentiles 
and kings and the sons of Israel. In 
this chosen vessel there was to be 
a drink more pleasing than earth 
ever knew, offered to all mankind 
for a price they could pay, so that 
they would be drawn to taste of it. 
Poured into other chosen vessels, it 
would grow and radiate splendor. 
For our Lord said: He is to carry my 
name.
When a fire is lit to clear a field, it 

burns off all dry and useless weeds 
and thorns. When the sun rises 
and darkness is dispelled, robbers, 
night-prowlers and burglars hide 
away. So when Paul’s voice was 

raised to preach the Gospel to the 
nations, like a great clap of thunder 
in the sky, his preaching was a blaz-
ing fire carrying all before it. It was 
the sun rising in full glory. Infidel-
ity was consumed by it, false beliefs 
fled away, and the truth appeared 
like a great candle lighting the 
whole world with its brilliant flame.
By word of mouth, by letters, by 

miracles and  by the example of his 
own life, Saint Paul bore the name of 
Jesus wherever he went. He praised 
the name of Jesus at all times, but 
never more than when bearing wit-
ness to his faith.
Moreover, the Apostle did indeed 

carry this name before the Gentiles 
and kings and the sons of Israel as 
a light to enlighten all nations. And 
this was his cry wherever he jour-
neyed: The night is passing away, 
the day is at hand. Let us then cast 
off the works of darkness and put 
on the armor of light; let us con-
duct ourselves honorably as in the 
day. Paul himself showed forth the 
burning and shining light set upon a 
candlestick, everywhere proclaim-
ing Jesus, and him crucified.
And so the Church, the bride of 

Christ strengthened by his testimo-
ny, rejoices with the psalmist, sing-
ing O God, from my youth you have 
taught me, and I still proclaim your 
wondrous deeds. The psalmist ex-
horts her to do this, as he says: Sing 
to·the Lord, and bless his name, pro-
claim his salvation day after day; 
And this salvation is Jesus, her savior.

St Bernardino of Siena
¶ Saint Bernardino was an Italian priest 
and missionary renowned in his lifetime 
as a preacher, and often referred to as 
“the Apostle of Italy” in his effort to revive 
Catholic faith in the 15th Century.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ We began using the Fifth Com-
munion Service (1940 Hymnal 
747-749) by Leo Sowerby, on June 
10th. With it we sing the Old Scot-
tish Chant Gloria, No. 739.
Ñ Condolences of the parish go 
to Fred Klingmeyer on the recent 
death of his brother John. The fu-
neral Mass was in Delaware. May 
he rest in peace.
Ñ Fr Jurgen Liias is our celebrant 
and preacher at Sunday Masses on 
July 1 and 8. Please welcome Fr 
Liias, known to you all.
Ñ Catholic Night at Fenway fea-
tures a Red Sox game on July 10th. 
Details from Corrine Paige.
Ñ The motion picture "Summer in 
the Forest" will be shown July 12th 
at AMC Methuen. It showcases 
the work of L’Arche, the Catholic 
community founded to support in-
tellectually disabled persons. De-
tails from Corrine Paige.
Ñ There will be no Saturday Mass 
in the Ordinariate Form at St The-
resa of Ávila Church on July 7th. 
Ñ Masses for the Feasts of Saint 
Thomas the Apostle, Tuesday, 
July 3rd and Saint James the Great, 
Apostle, Wednesday, July 25th will 
be in St Theresa of Ávila Church at 
6:45 am and 4:00 pm.

GOD CHOOSES 
HIS AGENTS

IN THE GOSPEL OUR LORD 
 Jesus says “ye have not cho-

sen Me, but I have chosen you.” 
[John 15:12-17]
Almighty God could have ac-

complished His purposes in cre-
ation without our cooperation. He 
could have worked solely through 
the direct agency of His Holy 

Spirit. That would have made the 
divine system very different from 
what it is: doing nothing to en-
hance His glory, and at the same 
time minimizing the glory of hu-
man nature.
But in point of fact, Almighty 

God chooses to accomplish His 
will through man. God deliber-
ately raises us into cooperation 
with Himself. From the beginning 
of the old story, He chose Abra-
ham and Moses and the prophets. 
And so with the coming of Christ 
He acts consistent with His Own 
principles when He chooses apos-
tles, priests, and other leaders of 
His people. In doing this, God has 
provided a way for us to be knit 
together in the mutual service of 
His Church. But not only does 
God choose to work through man. 
He chooses those who will be His 
agents. He chooses them. He is 
not dependent upon the offer of 
service. Our Lord did not wait for 
St Paul to come around. He struck 
him blind off his horse on the 
Damascus Road! That is because 
God does not see as man sees but 
looks on the heart, and He can see 
where self-will, and ambition, and 
pride get mixed with the higher 
motives of the offer to serve, and 
where it is easy to confuse God’s 
will with one’s own will.
So God manifests His choice of 

workers through men He has al-
ready appointed. And it is spiritu-
ally more advanced to be guided 
in such matters by others than to 
insist upon one’s own judgment.

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St The-
resa of Ávila Church on April 29, 2005.

FOR OUR COUNTRY

ALMIGHTY GOD, WHO HAST 
 given us this good land for our 

heritage; We humbly beseech thee 
that we may always prove ourselves 
a people mindful of thy favour and 
glad to do thy will. Bless our land 
with honourable industry, sound 
learning; and pure manners. Save us 
from violence, discord, and confu-
sion; from pride and arrogancy, and 
from every evil way. Defend our 
liberties, and fashion into one unit-
ed people the multitudes brought 
hither out of many kindreds and 
tongues. Endue with the spirit of 
wisdom those to whom in thy Name 
we entrust the authority of govern-
ment, that there may be justice and 
peace at home, and that through 
obedience to thy law, we may show 
forth thy praise among the nations  
of the  earth. In the time of prosper-
ity fill our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of trouble, suffer not 
our trust in thee to fail; all which we 
ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
¶ This magnificent prayer was composed 
by The Revd George Lyman Locke (1835-
1919) and first published in The Book An-
nexed (1883) and admitted into the 1928 
Book of Common Prayer of The Episcopal 
Church. Dr. Locke was rector of St Mi-
chael’s Church in Bristol, Rhode Island for 
52 years.

INDEPENDENCE DAY is July 4th.
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THE VISIBLE 
INVISIBLE 

THE SISTINE CHAPEL IN 
Rome may well be the most 

extraordinary room in the world. 
Millions of people come here ev-
ery year to admire the beauty of 
the chapel’s decoration: the ceil-
ing frescoes and Last Judgment of 
Michelangelo; the scenes from the 
life of Christ and the life of Moses 
that rim the chapel walls, painted 
by such masters as Botticelli, Ghir-
landaio, Perugino; Pinturicchio, 
and Signorelli. It’s usually a very 
busy place.

Even if you come here during 
the height of the tourist season, 
you may notice a curiosity—when 
tourists enter the Sistine Chapel, 
the buzz that usually surrounds 
tour groups often fades away, if 
only briefly. People are stunned 
into silence, or at least something 
approaching silence. Is that a re-
action to the magnificence of the 
frescoes’ colors, which, since their 
restoration, are far bolder than any 
photograph can convey? Are visi-
tors awestruck at the human genius 
that could produce such painting? I 
suspect the answer is yes to both.

But let me suggest that something 
else—something more—is going 
on here. A great travel writer, H. V. 
Morton, once said that “a visit to 
Rome is not a matter of discovery, 
but of remembrance.” That’s what 
the Sistine Chapel does to visi-
tors: it touches deeply rooted (and 
sometimes deeply buried) cultural 
and spiritual memories and intu-
itions. People are awestruck in the 
Sistine Chapel because, through 
the frescoes and what they arouse 
deep within us, this has become 

another borderland between the hu-
man and the divine.

Viewed one by one, in a picture 
book, Michelangelo’s frescoes can 
seem overwhelming, even fright-
ening, in their sheer physicality. 
Yet here in the Sistine Chapel, this 
painted architecture in which lu-
minous, brilliant color is married 
to grand and inspiring form has an 
evocativeness and spiritual trans-
parency about it. No matter what 
their religious disposition (or lack 
thereof), those who visit the Sistine 
Chapel can’t help sensing that its 
beauty is a kind of window into the 
truth about the human—and about 
the yearning for the transcendent 
that is built into us.

That instinct is right. And that’s 
because this shrine to the beauty 
of the human body is a privileged 
place of encounter with the beauty 
of God. The two go together.

George Weigel
¶ This excerpt is taken from Letters to a 
Young Catholic, New York: Basic Books 
2004. George Weigel (b. 1951) is a Catho-
lic author, political analyst, and social ac-
tivist. He is the Distinguished Senior Fel-
low of the Ethics and Public Policy Center.

THE PRECEPT OF 
COURTESY

Finally be ye all of one mind, having com-
passion one of another, love as brethren, be 
pitiful, be courteous (I Peter 3.8)

FOR COURTEOUS SOME 
substitute the word humble; the 

difference may not be considered as 
great, for pride is a quality that ob-
structs courtesy.

That a precept of courtesy is by no 
means unworthy of the gravity and 
dignity of an apostolical mandate, 
may be gathered from the perni-

cious effects which all must have 
observed to have arisen from harsh 
strictness and sour virtue: such as 
refuses to mingle in harmless gai-
ety, or give countenance to innocent 
amusements, or which transacts 
the petty business of the day with 
a gloomy ferociousness that clouds 
existence. Goodness of this charac-
ter, is more formidable than lovely; 
it may drive away vice from its 
presence, but will never persuade it 
to stay to be amended; it may teach, 
it may remonstrate, but the hearer 
will seek for more mild instruction. 
To those, therefore, by whose con-
versation the heathens were to be 
drawn away from error and wicked-
ness; it is the Apostle’s precept, that 
they be courteous, that they accom-
modate themselves, as far as inno-
cence allows, to the will of others; 
that they should practise all the es-
tablished modes of civility, seize all 
occasions of cultivating kindness, 
and live with the rest of the world 
in an amicable reciprocation of cur-
sory civility, that Christianity might 
not be accused of making men less 
chearful as companions, less socia-
ble as neighbours, or less useful as 
friends.

Samuel Johnson
¶ Dr Johnson lived from 1709-1784. He 
was a devout Anglican layman and writer 
and once described as “arguably the most 
distinguished man of letters in English his-
tory.”

At times of sadness, say your rosary.
Blessed Charles de Foucauld
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FALL FROM GRACE

THERE IS A TRUTH, 
deep in our Catholic tradi-

tion, often forgotten in our days, 
yet very relevant to this moment. 
It is this: that every funeral Mass 
is above all else a prayer for God's 
mercy for the one who has died. So 
often services after a death are seen 
to be a time for celebrating a life, 
for recognising the great achieve-
ments of a life now ended and for 
treasuring happy memories.

Yet the emphasis of our tradition 
is somewhat different. Always, we 
gather to ask God's mercy for the 
one who has died, today for Cardi-
nal Keith O'Brien. We do so·with 
trust and love, knowing that God's 
promise of mercy is enduring and 
that our prayers, entering into the 
presence of the Father through, 
with, and in Jesus, the beloved 
Son, will be heard.

Vincent Cardinal Nichols
¶ This is a quote from the sermon deliv-
ered by the Archbishop of Westminster 
at the requiem Mass for Keith Cardinal 
O'Brien, Archbishop of St Andrews and 
Edinburgh, who resigned in 2013 after al-
legations of sexual misconduct. Cardinal 
O'Brien died on March 19, 2018.

THINKING THE 
TRINITY

GOD DOES NOT HAVE TO 
pretend; that is where he dif-

fers from us. He speaks with himself; 
but the self with whom he speaks, 
and who takes the responsive part, 
is a dear and real person, the Son of 
his love. And what they exchange 
between them is no fragmentary ex-
pression of a passing thought, it is 
the whole mind and heart and sub-
stance of their godhead.
That is all Christians know about 

the life of God. We can weigh it, and 
turn it over, and phrase it a hundred 
ways; we can consider it in relation 
to a hundred things; can guard it 
against a hundred misconceptions. 
But it all comes down to this; this is 
all we know. And even then, as you 
will be quick to tell me, we cannot 
know it; it baffles understanding. 
We cannot think of different per-
sons, unless they are identified with 
several lumps of flesh; still less can 
we conceive a thought so powerful, 
that it really constitutes the Other in 
the mind, instead of merely pretend-
ing him. And so we cannot think the 
Blessed Trinity. But then, it is not 
required of us to think the Trinity. 
We can do better; we can live the 
Trinity by grace of the Trinity.

Austin Farrer
¶ Austin Farrer (1904-1968) was one of 
the outstanding figures in Anglicanism in 
the 20th century. This portion of a sermon 
is taken from a volume of sermons, A Cele-
bration of Faith, (1970) Hodder & Stough-
ton, Ltd.

A ROYAL AND 
PRIESTLY NATION

IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES 
 only kings and priests received 

a mystical anointing. But after our 
Lord, the true king and eternal 
priest, had been anointed by God 
the heavenly Father with this mys-
tical unction, it was no longer only 
kings and priests but the whole 
Church that was consecrated with 
the anointing of chrism, because 
every person in the Church is a 
member of the eternal King and 
Priest.
Because we are a royal and priest-

ly nation, we are anointed after the 
washing of baptism, that we may 
be bearers of the name of Christ.

Alcuin
¶ Alcuin (c.735-804) was an English 
priest and renowned scholar who was 
asked to be the teacher at the court of 
Charlemagne. Alcuin was called "the 
most learned man anywhere to be found." 

OUR SUMMER ALTAR FLOWER
chart is available for sign up and 
may be found on Sundays at the 
coffee hour. Choose any dates ap-
propriate for family anniversaries, 
etc. Two arrangements of a sub-
stantial size are needed for the high 
altar. If you prefer, sign up for one 
smaller arrangement for the Mar-
ian altar. Or both! Flowers may be 
from your local florist, or your own 
garden, and you may take them 
home with you after Mass. But be 
sure to sign up to avoid duplication 
of flowers one week and none the 
next.



Page 94     Contra Mundum

A SENIOR CATHOLIC PREL- 
 ate attending an Evangeli-

cal conference in London not long 
ago was asked to give testimony to 
his Faith and to talk about his voca-
tion to the priesthood. He recounted 
how when he was a child his fam-
ily would go on holiday to resorts 
along the northern coast of Wales 
(no doubt to the same beaches which 
would later be excavated by the Pro-
vost’s bucket and spade on summer 
excursions when he was still in short 
pants and red plastic sandals). The 
first thing the prelate-to-be’s mother 
did after dropping the luggage off 
at the hotel was to search the town 
for the local Catholic church. Once 
that location had been established, 
and a visit made to Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament and Mass times 
noted, then the business of paddling 
in the chilly Irish Sea and climbing 
Llandudno’s Great Orme could be-
gin in earnest. But the local Catholic 
church, and the Presence of Our Lord 
Jesus there in the Tabernacle and in 
the offering of Holy Mass, always 
remained at the heart of the holiday. 
The determination and quiet devo-
tion of that Catholic mother tilled 
and fertilized the ground in which the 
seeds of a priestly vocation,·planted 
in her son’s heart, would eventually 
germinate into a life of service to the 
Kingdom of God on earth.

We are now at the height of the 
holiday season, when many of our 
parishioners leave London in search 
of relaxation, to be replaced in the 
pews by visitors from far and wide 
who often enter the Oratory church 
shaking the rain off umbrellas bor-
rowed from local hotels. The Church 
encourages leisure, and in Her in-
structions regarding obligatory Mass 

attendance She actually enjoins us, 
on the prescribed days, to shun work 
that prevents us from worshipping 
God and also to avoid activities that 
hinder relaxation of mind and body. 
Those with the resources that allow 
them to go away on holiday should 
thank God for this opportunity of re-
freshment and restoration, and give 
a thought for those who are not so 
blessed.

Tourists holidaying in London 
never have far to go in order to find 
Catholic churches in which to fulfil 
their Sunday obligation. Those of 
us travelling further afield have to 
organise ourselves more carefully 
to ensure that we are able to fulfil 
ours. However, the communications 
miracle that has taken place in recent 
years means that it is usually quite 
easy to track down churches through 
judicious use of search engines on 
the Internet. Google ‘Kuala Lumpur’ 
and ‘Mass times’ together and quite a 
few options are bound to appear. 

The obligation to attend Holy Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days of Obli-
gation is a precept which is rooted 
in the Third Commandment to keep 
the Sabbath day holy. Catholics are 
bound to obey this precept “on pain 
of mortal sin,” which means that if 
we miss Mass without grave cause 
we may not receive Holy Commu-
nion again until we have been given 
absolution in the Sacrament of Pen-
ance. Current discipline also allows 
Catholics to fulfil their Sunday ob-
ligation by attending any Catholic 
Mass (liturgically it does not have 
to be the Mass ‘of the Sunday’—it 
might, for example, be a nuptial Mass 
at a Catholic wedding) on a Saturday 
evening. Grave causes which exempt 
us from the obligation include ill-

ness, childcare, looking after the sick 
and necessary travel. Also, if we find 
ourselves in the depths of the wilder-
ness far from a Catholic church and 
with no reasonably attainable means 
of reaching one, then no obligation 
applies.

Different authorities are likely to 
provide varying interpretations of 
what constitutes ‘necessary travel’ 
on a Sunday or a Holy Day of Ob-
ligation. The fathers of the London 
Oratory are famed throughout Chris-
tendom and beyond for their cheerful 
dispositions and lightness of touch, 
ever careful as they are never to 
break a bruised reed or to extinguish 
any dimly burning wick. And so it is 
likely that we would take as lenient 
an approach as conscience allows 
with anyone confessing to having 
missed Sunday Mass because they 
were travelling to a holiday destina-
tion. Threats of everlasting hellfire 
are not something to be brandished 
lightly.

Rather than weighing up whether 
our travel plans let us off the hook as 
far as Mass attendance is concerned, 
however, we should better reflect on 
what the Holy Mass really means to 
us, and on how central this unique 
and priceless treasure of our Catholic 
religion is to our lives. Since the ear-
liest days of our Faith the Sacrifice of 
Calvary, presented anew at every cel-
ebration of Mass, has been the foun-
dation and the heart of Christian wor-
ship, especially on Sunday, the ‘day 
of the Lord,’ which has been forever 
hallowed by Our Lord’s Resurrec-
tion and as the day when the whole 
Mystical Body of Christ has always 
gathered together in visible unity to 
give thanks and praise as He comes 
to the Altar to make satisfaction for 

SUMMER VACATION
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Sung Mass 
Fellowship and Coffee in the 

Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON 
SATURDAY is celebrated each 
week at 8:00 AM at the Marian 
altar in St Theresa of Ávila Church,  
2078 Centre Street, West Roxbury. 
Enter the main church via the 
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue 
side doors. Note: No Mass July 7th.

sins and to feed us with His Living 
Body.

The price of the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass is Our Lord’s own Precious 
Blood, poured out for sinners in an 
action of pure and perfect love. In 
times of persecution, Christians have 
risked life and limb to make them-
selves present at this Sacrifice (quite 
literally in the case of those English 
martyrs who were brutally dismem-
bered while still alive for celebrat-
ing, or facilitating the celebration of, 
Mass). These heroes of our Faith did 
not quibble about whether the per-
ilous circumstances in which they 
lived absolved them from an ‘obliga-
tion’ to go to Mass. They sacrificed 
their safety, their livelihoods and 
sometimes life itself for the privilege 
and the joy of attending Holy Mass. 
The English Martyrs would have 
rejoiced to know that one day their 
fellow countrymen would be able 
to attend Mass again freely, and we 
can be confident that they implore us 
now from Heaven never to take this 
greatest of blessings for granted. 

The truth is that, in this life, our 
love for Jesus and our love for the 
Mass are really inseparable. It is in 
the Mass that His Sacrifice of love is 
made present to us just as truly as it 
was present to Our Lady and St John 
as they wept at the foot of the Cross 
in Jerusalem two thousand years ago. 
It is at Holy Communion that we en-
counter Him and receive His living, 
risen Body, giving us a union with 
Him which is more profound and 
perfect than any union we could ever 
experience with any other person 
whose love we cherish. If our friends 
happen to notice that we are willing 
to go to great efforts to attend Mass, 
even at considerable inconvenience 
to ourselves, then this is surely an 

effective witness to what should be 
the most precious and beautiful gift 
in our lives as Catholics.

When reflecting on the importance 
of the Mass in our lives, it might 
help to consider an analogy. Imag-
ine a newly married couple, whose 
circumstances in life mean that, for 
the time being, they are only able 
to meet and spend time together at 
weekends. After a while, even those 
weekly meetings begin to be inter-
rupted by sports events, and social 
engagements which they make in-
dependently of each other, so that 
the occasions spent in each other’s 
company become fewer and further 
between. Once this situation has 
arisen, it is a sure sign that there is 
something seriously amiss in that 
marriage—something that needs 
to be addressed quite urgently. If 
we find that our attendance at Holy 
Mass is becoming an afterthought in 
our lives rather than a priority, then 
this is a sure sign that something 
needs to be addressed in our rela-
tionship with God.

When we are making our travel 
plans for this summer, perhaps we 
should ask ourselves: do we really 
need to travel on a Sunday, and do 
we really want to go somewhere 
where there is no Catholic church 
and no opportunity to go to Mass? 
Think of the vocation that was nur-
tured in a young boy’s heart on the 
northern shores of Wales, all be-
cause of a mother’s devotion to Our 
Lord Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
even on holiday.

The Provost
¶ This article is taken from the Oratory 
Parish Magazine (August, 2017, Vol. 94, 
No. 1155) a publication of the Brompton 
(London) Oratory.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 02467 (for GPS)
Directions by Car: From the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route 9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. The park-
ing lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C branch.


