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FATHER RICHARD BRADFORD        A    NOTE FROM MONSIGNOR HELMICK 
 
On Wednesday of this week, May 30, Father Richard Bradford will celebrate the 20th Anniversary of his Ordination as 
a Priest of the Catholic Church. Since that time, Father Bradford has been assigned as a parochial vicar here, at Saint 
Theresa's, and he has also been the Chaplain of the Congregation of Saint Athanasius, which is an Anglican Use 
congregation here, in the Archdiocese of Boston. 

Back in the 1980's, the Holy Father, Pope Saint John Paul II, established the "Anglican Use" for members of the 
Anglican and Episcopal Churches who wanted to enter full communion with the Roman Catholic Church. Over the 
years, many Anglicans and Episcopalians took advantage of the Pope's kind and gracious action, including several 
Anglican and Episcopal Priests like Father Bradford. The celebration of Mass and the Sacraments, using several 
elements of the Book of Common Prayer and other traditional elements of Anglican and Episcopal devotions, have all 
been incorporated into what is known as the "Anglican Use" and has been approved by the Holy See, Pope Saint 
John Paul II, and the Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments. 

For many years, the Congregation of Saint Athanasius gathered for the celebration of Sunday Mass in our Convent 
Chapel on Pine Lodge Road. In due course, the Sunday Mass was moved to Saint Lawrence Church in Chestnut Hill. 

Father Bradford divides his time between Saint Theresa's Parish, where he ministers for three days—often four 
days—a week and the members of the Anglican Use Congregation of Saint Athanasius. He is a blessing to Saint 
Theresa's Parish, where he celebrates weekday Masses, celebrates Funeral Masses, works with people who ask to 
see a Priest, hears confessions as needed, conducts committal services in the three cemeteries we have in our 
Parish, takes Holy Communion to homebound parishioners and much more. He could not be more generous with his 
time and with his gift of himself. He entered the Roman Catholic Church at just the wrong time, when the Church has 
been torn apart with the abuse scandal, which first came to light here, in the Archdiocese of Boston. Through it all, he 
has remained steadfast and faithful in his ministry as a Catholic Priest, for which I and all who benefit from his work 
here, for the past 20 years, should always be most grateful to him. 

At the time Pope John Paul II established the Anglican Use, Anglican and Episcopal Priests who were married and 
had children, were dispensed from the obligation of celibacy, which is one of the requirements for Ordination to the 
Priesthood in the Roman Catholic Church. Father Bradford's wife, Judie, has been a wonderful and consistent sup- 
port for him before and after his Ordination as a Catholic Priest on May 30, 1998. The same is true of his three 
children, Rebekah, Jonathan, and Jessica. We congratulate them as we congratulate Father Bradford at this happy 
moment of his anniversary. 

In this Bulletin, there is an invitation to two Masses Father Bradford will celebrate to mark his anniversary. The first is 
at the 4:00 P.M. Mass on Wednesday, in the Chapel of Saint Theresa's. The second is on Thursday at 7:30 P.M. in 
Saint Lawrence Church, in Chestnut Hill. 

And finally, all of this makes me the only Pastor in the Archdiocese of Boston who can tell the people that "last night, I 
had dinner with my curate and his wife"! 

 

Reverend Monsignor William M. Helmick 
Pastor 

 


