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THE MOST SPLENDID THING IN THE WORLD

H

OLY CROSS DAY
is the special occasion outside of Holy
Week when the Church
glories in the Cross of
Christ. To say that is to
use the language of St
Paul. He wrote to the
Galatians “God forbid
that I should glory, save
in the Cross of Our Lord
Jesus Christ.” (6.14)

And in saying that he glories in
the cross, Paul is using symbolical
language. A symbol brings us close
to something which may otherwise
not be close. The very word sumballo originally means bringing
together things which are normally
kept apart. Σνμβολή – a coming together
We use symbols all the time. They
may be pictures or words conveying some principle or truth. In
mathematics, the letters of the alphabet may be used to represent
definite values. A ring given in
marriage represents the circle of
a life completed in the union of
man and wife in Holy Matrimony.
At Mass, candles, and vestments,
and incense all have their meaning.
They stand in for things which are
usually not seen or present.

These sacramental signs differ from Sacraments in that they
do not convey grace to our souls.
What they do is assist in producing the necessary disposition so
that we may be receptive to God’s
graces. That is what the Cross
does for us.
For Christians, the Cross, and especially the crucifix, is the preeminent symbol of our faith. It sums
up the essence of the Christian
gospel. It is a sermon carved in
wood, a powerful object lesson in
the meaning of our Catholic faith.
The Cross especially proclaims
three great truths.
First, the Cross speaks to us of
the wonderful love of God. It isn’t
always easy to believe in God’s
love. We don’t need much proof
of His power or His wisdom. But

when we glimpse even just
a bit of human pain, sorrow,
and bereavement, let alone
experience these ourselves,
we can and do wonder and
cry out “where is God’s
love?” And the one answer
is the Cross of Christ. Turn
to St Paul again (words I often use at the wake on the
evening before a funeral).
“Scarcely for a righteous
man would one die, but perchance for a good man some would
even dare to die. But God commendeth His own love towards us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.”
The Cross speaks of the wonderful
love of God.

Second, the Crucifix is the powerful reminder of divine forgiveness.
In a properly furnished church a crucifix hangs over the pulpit, so that
when you are attentive to the sermon, to whatever is being said, you
are reminded that it is all under the
fact that the gospel good news is redemption from the guilt, the power,
and the penalty of sin. The Cross
proclaims that God did something
about sin and death, and saved us
from their lasting consequences. The
Cross brings peace and comfort and
hope to sinners because its sight puts
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us in the right disposition to respond
to Christ’s death for our salvation,
and willingly allow Him to cleanse
our hearts.

THE GREAT DESIRE OF LOVE IS
TOWARD ETERNITY

Third, the Cross is the great reminder of the moral power of selfsacrifice. The Cross teaches us that
self-giving is the most splendid
thing in the world, and the most
fruitful, by far, for us and for others. Jesus said “I, if I be lifted up,
will draw all men unto Me.” It is the
supreme generosity of Christ on the
Cross, suffering for us, that gathers
humanity of every tribe and nation
and language, to His feet.
So with St Paul we glory in the
Cross. We gaze on it with grateful
and penitent affection. And we use
the sign of the Cross as a reminder
of all that is true and noble in the
religion of the followers of Jesus
Christ.
The Cross has been portrayed in
many ways by artists throughout
the centuries. Some of these ways
appeal to us and some may not. But
the Cross itself has powerfully fired
artistic imagination because it is the
perfect symbol of God’s love, His
forgiveness, and the power of selfsacrifice. And love, forgiveness, and
self-sacrifice are the noblest traits
found in the human heart. May the
Cross always kindle our aspirations,
and arouse in our hearts a more fervent love and loyalty to Jesus.
Father Bradford

¶ Caption for the image: The true cross was
found by St. Helena, mother of the emperor Constantine the Great in the year 326.
Her workmen, digging on Mount Calvary
in search of the true cross of Christ, found
three crosses. Two of the crosses were applied without result to a very sick woman.
As soon as the third cross touched her, she
was instantly cured. The adoration of the
Cross on Good Friday is part of the Holy
Week devotions. The feast of the Exaltation
of the Cross is kept on September 14.

T

HE PHARISEES WANTED
to talk about divorce. But the
Lord Jesus said it was not like that
from the beginning. And He should
know! Christ talks about Almighty
God joining husband and wife as
one flesh. And He gives no one the
mandate to separate them.

giving love. It is in the very nature
of love to bind itself. Lovers have
an urge to be united sexually, and
this is a natural but small indication
of the far greater desire of a man
and woman to be together eternally.
That is so because human love has
so much of divine love in it that the
It is sad that the very concept of great desire of love is toward eterChristian marriage has been one nity. Anything less than that is not
of the first victims of the modern unnatural so much as it is subnatudegenerate morality. That low stan- ral. To love temporarily is a contradard has been aided and abetted by diction in terms. It is bloodless and
television, films, cheap novels, and passionless. It’s like drinking a thick
the incessant clamor for a lower- and creamy milkshake through a
ing of all ethical standards. Modern straw! To love temporarily is an inculture dehumanizes sex, robbing sipid waste of something delectable
it of its mystery, excitement, and when truly engaged.
sacredness. And such a lowering
Love strains itself toward permaissues in degradation, aberration, nence. And lovers not only proclaim
and perversion, as we see today. their love to each other but want to
Against all of that, Christ in the gos- shout it from the housetops. That is
pels affirms that marriage is a holy because the things of God are alestate instituted by God involving ways more exciting and wonderful
the life-long union of one man and than the dreary and dull concoctions
one woman to the exclusion of all of our fallen human nature. Always!
others, and for the purpose of esFather Bradford
tablishing a home and family life, ¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa
and giving a definite focus on self- of Ávila Church on August 18, 2006.
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THE POWER OF PRAYER, PENANCE, AND SACRIFICE

C

LOSE TO MARBLE ARCH
there is a traffic island at the
beginning of the Edgware Road.
At its centre lies a stone disc engraved with the words “The site
of Tyburn Tree”. It was here that,
between 1535 and 1681, 105 Catholic priests and laity suffered the
horrible ordeal of being hanged,
drawn and quartered, all for remaining loyal to the Faith of their
fathers. Gentrification of the area
in the eighteenth century would
obliterate all reminders of the public executions, with the gallows
removed, and Tyburn Road and
Tyburn Lane becoming Oxford
Street and Park Lane.
This intersection must be one of
the noisiest and busiest corners
of the city. Nearby, however, is a
place of extraordinary tranquillity.
In the early twentieth century a
convent of Benedictine nuns was
founded in the Bayswater Road.
The crypt chapel of their convent
is now filled with relics of the English Martyrs. There is even a replica of the gallows over the altar.
Upstairs, in the public chapel, the
sisters pray day and night before
the exposed Blessed Sacrament.
The memory of Tyburn Tree,
then, is kept alive at Tyburn Convent. As the nuns keep vigil before
the Sacred Host, they offer up a
constant stream of prayers for the
well-being and the conversion of
our city and our realm. They have
chosen the “better part” or “good
portion” which Our Lord attributes to St Mary Magdalene in the
Gospel. This “good portion” is the
life of contemplation, lived at the
foot of the Cross. We can be sure

that if we make it to Heaven, we
shall see just what extraordinary
graces and blessings were secured
for us, for the Church and for the
human race in general by these
lives devoted to prayer.
In Baptism, we are elevated to
a participation in the life of the
Blessed Trinity. An essential part
of this supernatural relationship
with God is communication. We
are invited to communicate our
thoughts, our hopes and fears, our
joys and sorrows, praise, thanksgiving and petitions to God, and
in return He communicates His
divine life to us in abundance. We
should thank God for those who
answer this calling in a way that is
quite radical. All over the Catholic
world there are communities of
religious who pursue this “good
portion” which is the life of contemplation. Normally we do not
hear much about them. This is because they have been buried in seclusion so as to be in the constant
presence of Almighty God. They
die to this world so that the life of
the Resurrection might take ever
greater possession of their hearts
and souls.
In a fallen world which tends towards rebellion against the laws

that God has written into nature,
we can be grateful for those who do
penance and intercede for His mercy. Holy Scripture tells us that sin
deserves punishment, and the Catechism of the Catholic Church declares that there are sins that “cry to
Heaven” for retribution (Catechism
of the Catholic Church, n.1867).
They include murder and injustice
to the wage-earner. When such sins
proliferate in our society we should
thank Heavens for those men and
women who mortify themselves on
our behalf. In Marseilles in southern France there is an extraordinary
community of nuns called the Religious Victims of the Sacred Heart,
founded in the 19th century to make
reparation for the sins of priests.
What a great and important work
that is.
To the shallow and materialistic
mind the contemplative life always
looks like a waste of time. With the
eyes of faith we know that when
prayer is combined with penance
and sacrifice it has great power before the Throne of Grace. The history of Jonah and Nineveh illustrates
how fasting and prayer can save a
civilisation from a sentence of destruction. Sodom and Gomorrah
had no just citizens praying to God,
and were utterly destroyed.
It is God’s desire to bless rather
than to punish. As the current Sovereign Pontiff has reminded us on a
number of occasions, “God never
tires of forgiving us. We are the ones
who tire of seeking for His forgiveness.” Be grateful for those who ask
for mercy on our behalf.
Let us pray that God will continue

Page 12					Contra Mundum
to send vocations to contemplative communities. Of course, most
of us are called to a different sort
of life – more like Martha, with
many practical and worldly duties and responsibilities. But we
should also try to imitate Mary’s
prayerfulness. In London it is not
so difficult to find churches that
are open during the day, so that we
may walk in and rest in the presence of Our Lord. The Martyrs
who celebrated and attended Holy
Mass in attics and cellars would
have rejoiced to see the day when
sanctuary lamps burning in public
would once again summon God’s
children to adoration.
It is possible to visit the chapel
of the Martyrs at Tyburn Convent
by appointment, and there to be inspired by the faith and zeal of the
nuns as they tell the story of the
dramatic events that happened just
a short walk along the street. Then
go upstairs to the church to spend
some time in front of Our Lord
enthroned over the altar. Do all of
this and you will have experienced
a taste of the “good portion” that
Our Lord commends in Mary.
The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the September,
2016 (Vol 93, No. 1144) issue of The Oratory Parish Magazine, the church paper of
the Brampton (London) Oratory.

A

ON THE LOVE OF CHRIST

LL
HOLINESS
AND
perfection of soul lies in
our love for Jesus Christ our God,
who is our Redeemer and our supreme good. It is part of the love
of God to acquire and to nurture
all the virtues which make a man
perfect.
Has not God in fact won for himself a claim on all our love? From
all eternity he has loved us. And
it is in this vein that he speaks to
us: “O man, consider carefully
that I first loved you. You had not
yet appeared in the light of day,
nor did the world yet exist, but already I loved you. From all eternity I have loved you.”
Since God knew that man is enticed by favors, he wished to bind
him to his love by means of his
gifts: “I want to catch men with
the snares, those chains of love
in which they allow themselves
to be entrapped, so that they will
love me.” And all the gifts which
he bestowed on man were given
to this end. He gave him a soul,
made in his likeness, and endowed
with memory, intellect and will;
he gave him a body equipped with
the senses; it was for him that he
created heaven and earth and such
an abundance of things. He made
all these things out of love for
man, so that all creation might
serve man, and man in turn might
love God out of gratitude for so
many gifts.
But he did not wish to give us
only beautiful creatures; the truth
is that to win for himself our love,
he went so far as to bestow upon

us the fullness of himself. The eternal Father went so far as to give us
his only Son. When he saw that we
were all dead through sin and deprived of his grace, what did he do?
Compelled, as the Apostle says, by
the superabundance of his love for
us, he sent his beloved Son to make
reparation for us and to call us back
to a sinless life.
By giving us his Son, whom he did
not spare precisely so that he might
spare us, he bestowed on us at once
every good: grace, love and heaven;
for all these goods are certainly inferior to the Son: He who did not
spare his own Son, but handed him
over for all of us; how could he fail
to give us along with his Son all
good things?
St Alphonsus Ligouri
¶ St Alphonsus (1696-1787) was a bishop
and founder of the Redemptorist Congregation. His writings, spiritual direction,
and preaching aimed at clarity, gentleness,
and intelligibility. He was declared a Doctor of the Church in 1871.
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THE FEAST OF
ST GREGORY THE
GREAT
Monday, September 3, 2018
Solemn Mass at 10 AM
in St Lawrence Church
This is the sixth celebration of the
Feast of Title for Saint Gregory the
Great Church, a Catholic Community of the Personal Ordinariate of
the Chair of Saint Peter.

This painting of St Gregory the
Great (540 - 604) is the work of Joseph Marie Vien in 1766 and is in
the collection of the Musée Fabre
in Montpelier, France.
An Anglican historian has written:
“It is impossible to conceive what
would have been the confusion,
the lawlessness, the chaotic state
of the middle ages without the medieval papacy; and of the medieval
papacy, the real father is Gregory
the Great.”

OUR LADY’S
NATIVITYE
Joye in the risinge of our orient
starr,
That shall bringe forth the Sunne
that lent her light;
Joy in the peace that shall conclude
our warr,
And soone rebate the edge of Satan’s spight;
Load-starr of all engolfd in worldly
waves,
The card and compasse that from
shipwracke saves.
The patriark and prophettes were
the floures
Which Tyme by course of ages did
distill,
And culld into this little cloude the
shoures
Whose gracious droppes the world
with joy shall fill;
Whose moysture suppleth every
soule with grace,
And bringeth life to Adam’s dyinge
race.
For God, on Earth, she is the royall
throne,
The chosen cloth to make His mortall weede;
The quarry to cutt out our Cornerstone,
Soyle full of fruite, yet free from
mortall seede;
For heavenly floure she is the Jesse
rodd
The childe of man, the parent of
God.
St Robert Southwell, SJ
¶ Father Southwell (1561-1595) was a Jesuit priest and martyr. He had a particularly acute mind and attractive personality,
and was a notable writer of both prose and
poetry. His death at Tyburn shocked the
English court and nation.
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THE FEAST OF
THE NATIVITY OF
THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
Saturday, September 8, 2018
Most parishes offer a daily Mass.
At St. Theresa of Ávila Church
Mass is at 6:45 AM.

THE COLLECT
FOR THE

NATIVITY OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY

O

ALMIGHTY GOD, who
didst endue with singular
grace the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of our Lord: Vouchsafe, we
beseech thee, to hallow our bodies
in purity, and our souls in humility
and love through the same our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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SHORT NOTES

Ñ Father Bradford offers adult inquirers’ classes every year in the
fall, at a time to be determined by
those interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith. Classes are
structured on The Catechism of the
Catholic Church, and a syllabus is
available.
Ñ There is an ongoing Friday evening Bible and book study group
meeting in the home of Cindi and
Kevin McDermott in Groveland,
Mass. Anyone may attend. You may
contact Corrine Paige at 781-8792583 for details on the program and
the McDermotts for directions to
their home and parking details.
Ñ We begin using the Healey Willan Mass setting on Sunday, September 2nd. This setting of the Mass
music is found in The Hymnal 1940
at nos. 710-713.

Ñ Holy Days in September include
Holy Cross Day, Friday, Sept 14th,
and St Matthew’s Day, Friday, Sept
21st. On weekdays Mass is offered
in St Theresa of Ávila Church at
6:45 AM and 4:00 PM.

September 3rd is the Feast of Saint
Gregory the Great and the sixth
Feast of Title of the St Gregory the
Great Ordinariate congregation. We
will have Solemn Mass at 10 AM in
St Lawrence Church.
The Feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary is Saturday,
Sept 8th. Mass in the ordinary form
is offered in St Theresa of Ávila
Church at 6:45 AM.
The Feast of St Michael and All
Angels is Saturday, September 29th.
Mass in the Ordinariate form is offered at 8:00 AM in St Theresa of
Ávila Church.

RULES TO LIVE BY

G

Ñ Travelling parishioners include
OD, LIFE ADVICE, AND
Corrine Paige, who attended a rebathroom humor all in one
treat in Maine, and visited Niagara speech? Only Chris Pratt could pull
Falls with some of the residents of that off.
the residence she supervises.
The “Jurassic World’’ actor acceptJohn and Pam Covert were in Flori- ed the Generation Award at the MTV
da for a meeting of John’s fraternity, Movie &TV Awards Monday night,
and he used the opportunity to ofand then met up with parishioner
fer the next generation nine essential
Eva Murphy at the Ordinariate parrules to live by.
ish in Orlando.
The rules offered had the mix of silFather Bradford and Judie spent two liness and sincerity that we’ve come
weeks in Alaska on a trip arranged to expect from the actor, who’s just at
by Father’s college alumni organi- home playing the macho action star
zation.
as he is the bumbling comic relief.
Ñ The parish will conduct an Every He kicked off his list with the all-important tidbit, “Breathe. If you don’t,
Member Canvass during October.
you’ll suffocate,” before moving on
to the more serious, “You have a soul.
Be careful with it.”
But the “Guardians of the Galaxy’’
star really got the crowd cheering
with his always-relevant third rule,
“Don’t be a turd.”
Between tangents about putting
dog medicine in hamburger meat and
methods for using the bathroom at
parties, Pratt also served more potent
SOLEMN
rules. “God is real. God loves you.
EVENSONG & SERMON God wants the best for you,” he said,
and “Learn to pray. It’s easy and it’s
Sunday, September 23, 2018
so good for your soul.”
4:00 PM
He capped off his speech, which had
Chapel of Mary
more than 1 million views on Twitter as of Wednesday morning, on an
Stonehill College
emotional and subtly political note:
North Easton, MA
“Nobody is perfect....But there is a
This is our annual joint service with powerful force that designed you that
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Brock- way, and if you’re willing to accept
ton, observed on the Sunday nearest that, you will have grace, and grace is
the memorial of Our Lady of Wals- a gift. And like the freedom we enjoy
ingham.
in this country, that grace was paid for
A reception will follow this service. with somebody else’s blood. Do not
forget it. Don’t take it for granted.”
Robert Steiner
¶ This article appeared in the Arts section
of a recent edition of The Boston Globe.
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN, Part Two

OW IT ALL BEGAN, of
course involves many other
people, and I wish to put on record on this twentieth anniversary
my appreciation for the kindness
and encouragement of them all. I
will not forget the day when another priest, coming out of Cardinal Law’s office, recognized me
and correctly identified both me
and my Episcopal Church parish.
Before I could reply, the cardinal’s
arm wrapped around my shoulder
as he announced, “He’s coming to
us!” The archdiocesan chancellor,
Mr Gerald Reilly, instructed me to
go into the house set aside for us
with my notepad and write down
all we wanted done in the way of
decorating, cleaning, and repairs
before we moved in, “because we
want you and Mrs. Bradford to feel
welcome.” Fr Richard Lennon,
then secretary for canonical affairs,
began the process leading to the
establishment of the congregation
and the reception of its first members. It was Fr Lennon, who later
as an auxiliary Bishop of Boston
and vicar general made possible
the purchase of the home we live
in and who, just prior to becoming Bishop of Cleveland, came to
dinner and did the house blessing.
Bishop Lawrence J. Riley, a great
and holy man, not only visited the
newly formed congregation several times but ordained me a Deacon.
Fr Romanus Cessario, OP, was my
mentor, preparing for canonical
exams, and has been our preacher
and retreat lead leader many times
over these twenty years. The Benedictine monks at Still River were
praying for us during our transition

and then invited us to St Benedict
Abbey for vespers and a welcoming dinner party. The wonderful
support of Abbot Gabriel Gibbs,
OSB, will not be forgotten. He and
Bp Riley were honored guests at
my ordination as Priest.
Father Bradford
¶This is part of an article which appeared
in the September, 2017 issue of Contra
mundum but which was omitted from that
issue for lack of space. The subject of the
original article was the 20th anniversary
of the founding of the congregation.

SOME THINGS
NEVER CHANGE

I

N A NEW YORK TIMES
article (July 23, 2018) columnist Christopher F. Schuetze wrote
about Turkish soccer star Mesut
Qzil resigning from the German
national team citing bigotry and
hypocrisy. Mr Ozil said, “I am a
German when we win, but I am
an immigrant when we lose,” And
this reminded the Times’ writer of
another German who was forced to
deal with a dual identity. In 1922,
Albert Einstein, speaking in Paris,
said “If my theory of relativity is
proven successful, Germany will
claim me as a German and France
will declare that I am a citizen of
the world. Should my theory prove
untrue, France will say that I am a
German and Germany will declare
that I am a Jew.”
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE FORM
is celebrated each week at
8:00 AM at the Marian altar
in St Theresa of Ávila Church,
2078 Centre Street, West Roxbury.
Enter the main church via the
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.
Please note: No Mass Sept. 8 and 15.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 02467 (for GPS)
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route 9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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