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FOR DEPARTED SOULS
IF YOU COME INTO THE 

 Oratory Church on 1st Novem-
ber, you will find the Altar of St 
Philip Neri and the High Altar 
decked with reliquaries. These are 
the trophies of Christian victory. 
They contain the bones of saints 
whose souls now behold the Beatif-
ic Vision in Heaven. These mortal 
remains point us to the day. when 
bodies and souls will be reunited 
to participate in heavenly glory to-
gether after the end of time. The li-
turgical colours of the Mass on this 
feast of All Saints are white and 
gold. White signifies the Resurrec-
tion, and the gold reminds us of the 
crown of eternal life that awaits ev-
eryone who dies in a state of grace.

On the following day the atmo-
sphere is very different. Come into 
the church on 2nd November, and 
you will find it shrouded in black 
and violet. The candles on the altars 
are unbleached. This sobriety of 
All Souls’ Day sets the tone for the 
rest of the month as we launch into 
a whole series of Requiem Masses 
for deceased parishioners, Fathers 
and Brothers of the Oratory.

There can be a temptation to send 
everyone straight to Heaven when 
they die. Funerals can sometimes 
seem more like canonization cer-
emonies for the deceased. This 

does a great disservice to the dead. 
Most of us, when we die, probably 
need to be prepared before we can 
enter the Presence of Almighty 
God. The light is too dazzling, the 
fire of Divine Love too intense, for 
us to be able to bear without some 
acclimatisation. We have to be pu-
rified of all remaining sin, and of 
the disfiguring effects of sin on the 
human soul. During life many of 
us construct layers of impenetra-
ble defence to hide our vulnerabil-
ity. This armour, and every other 
obstacle that obstructs the perfect 
communication of love, need to be 
peeled away.

The Church has always taught 
that the prayers of the living are 

of great assistance to the souls in 
Purgatory. Catholics have a very 
practical response to death. We do 
not waste time in wishful thinking, 
neither do we wallow in a shallow 
remembrance of the dead. We ac-
tually do something very positive 
for them. We show our love by ac-
companying them on their progress 
towards Heaven with our sacrifices 
and prayers.

One of the most difficult aspects of 
bereavement can be a sense of re-
gret. Perhaps we feel that we could 
have done more to comfort a loved 
one, or possibly there are painful 
misunderstandings that remain un-
resolved. Thanks be to God we are 
able to express our affection be-
yond the grave, by praying for those 
whom we have lost, and especially 
by having Masses celebrated for 
them.

A Requiem Mass is a very practi-
cal response to death. In a memo-
rial service the intention is really to 
distract the congregation from the 
troubling reality of mortality with 
anecdotes about the subject. At a 
Requiem Mass we actually confront 
death head on. At the Altar, the mer-
its of Our Lord’s Passion and Death 
are applied to the soul of the de-
ceased, washing his soul in an ocean 
of Divine Love.
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It is only when the Church informs 
us that a soul is definitely in Heaven 
that we can confidently stop praying 
for the person concerned. When a 
new saint is canonized, we then ask 
him to pray for us. In this sense, the 
Church is a society of mutual assis-
tance. We in the Church Militant on 
earth assist the souls of the Church 
Suffering in Purgatory. Meanwhile, 
the saints of the Church Triumphant 
in Heaven help us with their inter-
cession before the Throne of Grace.

What an amazing scene awaits us 
if and when, by God’s grace, we ar-
rive in Heaven. We shall see Our 
Lady robed in majesty as Queen. 
We shall immediately recognize St 
Joseph and the Apostles near the 
throne of God. Our fellow guests at 
the Wedding Banquet of the Lamb 
will include those legendary heroes 
of the Faith, Ss Philip Neri, Francis 
of Assisi and the Little Flower. Cer-
tainly there will be countless saints 
whom we have never heard of, who 
lived and died in obscurity, but 
whose holiness now shines brighter 
than a million stars. We should also 
expect some surprises. Every saint 
so different from the next; but each 
one a glorious living icon of Al-
mighty God.

Monsignor Ronald Knox once 
talked about the curtains of Heaven 
being transparent. He did not mean 
to suggest that we can see in. He 
meant to say that the saints are able 
to look out. They see us ploughing 
along through the muddy and rocky 
furrows of this earthly existence, 
feeling our way with difficulty and 
occasionally stumbling into a ditch. 
And they are able to help us, not 
only by the light of their example 
which makes it easier for us to see 
what we should do, but also with 

their prayers – prayers that are wise 
and strong, whereas ours tend to be 
so feeble and blind. 

Saint Philip Neri used to say that 
in times of great need, we should 
make ourselves like beggars, and 
visit as many churches dedicated 
to the saints as possible, to ask for 
their assistance. This. is much easier 
in Rome than it is in London. Visit-
ing St Philip’s Altar on All Saints’ 
Day, however, we find it laden with 
the relics of many saints. We vener-
ate the bodies in which these saints 
achieved holiness, bodies that once 
contained hearts that were over-
flowing with purity, meekness and 
divine charity. Following the advice 
of St Philip, we should approach 
these saints like poor mendicants 
with empty bowls. Ask the saints to 
fill them, gaining for us all the grac-
es that will secure us a place with 
them in Heaven.

The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the Novem-
ber, 2012 issue of The Oratory Magazine 
(Vol 89,No. 1098) the parish paper of the 
Brampton (London) Oratory. 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
Thursday, November 1, 2018 

Holy Day of Obligation
There is no Mass offered in the 

Ordinariate Form
Mass in the Ordinary Form is  

offered in St Lawrence Church 
at 7:00 PM

All Saints’ Day Masses in  
St Theresa of Ávila Church

are at 4:00 PM Vigil, and 6:30 AM, 
9:30 AM, 12:15PM, and 7:30 PM

WHY GO TO 
FUNERALS?

TO COMMIT THE BODY TO 
the ground (“dust to dust...”) 

and the immortal soul to its Creator 
in the hope of the Resurrection of 
the body and life everlasting;

Ñ To join the Church in being the 
Body of Christ;

Ñ To hear and witness to the reas-
surances of our faith;

Ñ To express grief positively, with 
faith and hope, in prayer and wor-
ship; 

Ñ To comfort (which means 
strengthen) other mourners;

Ñ To let the Holy Comforter into 
our lives;

Ñ To contemplate the last things: 
death, judgment, Heaven and Hell;

Ñ To prepare your soul for your 
time to depart this life.
¶ This article is from the parish paper of 
The Church of the Good Shepherd (Episco-
pal) in East Chicago, Indiana. 

ALL SOULS’ DAY 
REQUIEM MASS

7:30 PM
Solemn High Mass

in the Ordinariate Form
in St Lawrence Church
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THE PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS
YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED 

that there was a lot of talk 
about the great patriarch Abra-
ham in the confrontation between 
our Lord Jesus and His opponents 
among the Jewish leaders. St John 
alone among the evangelists re-
membered that Christ said that 
Abraham had seen His Nativity.

What are we to make of this? A lit-
eral translation has the saying this 
way “your father Abraham exulted 
that he would see My day and the 
time came that he saw it and was 
glad.”

So here are revealed to us two 
great events: that God promised 
the Old Testament patriarch that he 
would see God’s Incarnation, and 
that Abraham did indeed see that 
first Christmas Day. In some part 
of the heavenly realm the vision of 
the Savior’s birth came to Abraham 
and it brought him unspeakable joy.

That is the meaning of Christ’s 
words, and those who water them 
down are showing an incapacity to 
accept what the words say. In point 
of fact this statement of our Lord’s 
is part of what we mean by the 
communion of saints, a notion that 
Protestants reject, but which is an 
article of the Creed we say at Sun-
day Mass. The Church’s belief in 
the communion of saints is firmly 
grounded in the Scriptures. And so 
what we have here is one example 
that the saints are allowed to know 
events in the Church on earth.

At the Transfiguration of Jesus, it 
was Moses and Elijah who spoke 
with Our Lord specifically about 
His approaching death that He 
should accomplish at Jerusalem. 

Moses and Elijah had somehow 
been informed of the events in 
Christ’s life, and the Lord’s hu-
man heart in its need cried out to 
them for their fellowship and sup-
port as His Passion approached.

You and I can count on the ten-
der sympathy of God’s saints, and 
we need to rely upon them, imi-
tating their lives, and seeking the 
aid of their prayers. It is Our Lord 
Himself Who makes known our 
needs to the saints and inspires 
their intercession.

Physicists tell us that two atoms 
on the opposite side of the uni-
verse can attract each other. How 
much more can two souls in the 
communion of saints but in differ-
ent realms of it be drawn togeth-
er by the Divine Love of Christ 
which dwells in them both!

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St The-
resa of Ávila Church on April 6, 2006. 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS TIME 

ENDS
Eastern Standard Time returns 

on Sunday, November 4th

Set your clocks BACK one hour 
Saturday night

Ñ Inquirers’ Classes are ongoing 
and meet with the chaplain after 
Mass on many Sundays. There is a 
syllabus. You may join the class at 
any time.
Ñ Monsignor William Helmick is 
retiring as Pastor of Saint Theresa 
of Ávila Church, West Roxbury, on 
November 6th. He has been pastor 
for 31 years. He will move to the 
Regina Cleri Residence for retired 
clergy, located downtown near Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital. He has 
been very kind and supportive of 
our congregation over the years and 
we wish him the very best in his re-
tirement.
Ñ Advent begins Sunday, Decem-
ber 2nd. Our Mass is preceded on 
that day by Litany in Procession. 
The Mass setting is the Fourth 
Communion Service. Lectionary 
Year C begins, and features Gospels 
from St Luke. Daily Office is Year 
One. Now is the time to order Ad-
vent candles, calendars, and other 
devotional materials. A proper prep-
aration for Christmas begins with 
keeping a good Advent.
Ñ An Every Member Canvass of 
the congregation and friends is un-
derway. Please return pledge cards 
at your earliest convenience. We 
rely upon donations large and small 
to sustain the operation of the con-
gregation. Many thanks.

“I love living. I have some problems 
with my life, but living is the best 
thing they’ve come up with so far.”

Neil Simon

SHORT NOTES



Page 28     Contra Mundum

TALK ABOUT  
 going against 

the flow: Thou-
sands of Ameri-
cans choose to 
join the Catholic 
Church each year. 
These are men 
and women figu-
ratively swimming 
against a very pow-
erful tide. Overall, 
the church has lost 
more than three 
million congre-
gants in the past 
10 years. Every 
time the church adds a member, six 
leave. 

The reasons are obvious. The sex-
ual abuse crisis in American Ca-
tholicism is over 20 years old, and 
continues to spew forth horrible 
revelations long after one would 
have expected the church to clean 
house. Many Catholics have come 
to doubt the good will of Pope 
Francis, who seemed to be a breath 
of fresh air when he assumed the 
papacy in 2013.

Yet even now, some Americans 
are converting to Roman Catholi-
cism.

Why? If you are a Christian, there 
is one obvious reason: Because it’s 
the church founded by Jesus Christ. 
My denomination, the Anglican or 
Episcopal church, traces its roots to 
King Henry VIII’s antipapal-pique 
in the 16th century. Martin Luther 
founded the Lutheran church, Jo-
seph Smith begat the Mormons, 
and so on.

But there is only one church 

founded by the guy whose name 
is on the door. Jesus’ words are 
right there on the dome of St. Pe-
ter’s basilica in Rome: “Upon this 
rock I will build my church.” The 
rock refers to the apostle Peter 
(“Petrus,” or rock), the first pope 
of the Roman Catholic church.

In 2018, women and men come 
to Catholicism for reasons both 
profound and mundane. Former 
schoolteacher and lifelong Pres-
byterian Priscilla Holleran be-
came a Catholic a few months 
ago, “because my husband is 
Catholic, and I got tired of going 
to two churches. I knew he wasn’t 
going to become a Presbyterian.”

She told me she likes her new 
religion, and generally hears two 
reactions to her new faith: “Oh, 
that’s wonderful!” or “Why would 
you do that?”

Wolfe Young was born in South 
Berwick, Maine, the son of a 
Church of the Nazarene minister. 
He was baptized an Episcopalian 
at age 19 and “really threw myself 

into it,” he said. “The 
liturgy was an aesthetic 
representation on the 
outside of what I felt 
worship was like on the 
outside.”

After a spiritual awak-
ening, Young said, “I 
started praying the ro-
sary, which isn’t really 
an Episcopalian thing,” 
and he recently began 
the process of becom-
ing a Catholic.
“Catholicism has a 

delineated history back 
to 100 A.D.,” Young said, “and 
it’s 2018 and it’s still the Catholic 
church. I feel its historical authority 
helps to keep it on the right path.”
How, I asked, can you become a 

Catholic now, given the tumult in 
the church? “Of course the question 
arises, ‘Why stay?’ “Holmes said. 
[Refers to a previous opinion piece.] 
“But if the answer is, ‘Leave,’ then 
a person’s faith must not have been 
in Christ, but in a misplaced cleri-
calism. I’m not joining the Catholic 
church because I think the clergy is 
above reproach.”
“The problems facing the Catholic 

church are problems that face any 
institution run by human beings,” 
Young said. ‘’I can separate the hu-
man from the divine. It is still hu-
man beings who are prone to make 
mistakes, who commit unbelievable 
acts of evil and madness.”
Amen to that.

Alex Beam
¶ Alex Beam is a regular columnist in The 
Boston Globe, in which this opinion piece 
appeared in the Monday, October 8, 2018 
issue.

THE GUY WHOSE NAME IS ON THE DOOR
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DEVELOPMENT OF DOCTRINE
IS THERE TO BE NO 

 development of religion in 
the Church of Christ? Certainly, 
there is to be development and 
on the largest scale.

Who can be so grudging to 
men, so full of hate for God, as 
to try to prevent it? But it must 
truly be development of the 
faith, not alteration of the faith. 
Development means that each 
thing expands to be itself, while 
alteration means that a thing is 
changed from one thing into an-
other.

The understanding, knowl-
edge and wisdom of one and 
all, of individuals as well as of 
the whole Church, ought then to 
make great and vigorous prog-
ress with the passing of the ages 
and the centuries, but only along 
its own line of development, that 
is with the same doctrine, the same 
meaning and the same import.

The religion of souls should fol-
low the law of development of 
bodies. Though bodies develop and 
unfold their component parts with 
the passing of the years, they al-
ways remain what they were. There 
is a great difference between the 
flower of childhood and the matu-
rity of age, but those who become 
old are the very same people who 
were once young. Though the con-
dition .and appearance of one and 
the same individual may change, it 
is one and the same nature, one and 
the same person.

The tiny members of unweaned 
children and the grown members of 
young men are still the same mem-
bers. Men have the same number of 

limbs as children. Whatever devel-
ops at a later age was already pres-
ent in seminal form; there is nothing 
new in old age that was not already 
latent in childhood.

There is no doubt, then, that the 
legitimate and correct rule of devel-
opment, the established and won-
derful order of growth, is this: in 
older people the fullness of years 
always brings to completion those 
members and forms that the wisdom 
of the Creator fashioned beforehand 
in their earlier years.

If, however, the human form·were 
to turn into some shape that did not, 
belong to its own nature or even if 
something were added to the sum 
of its members or subtracted from 
it, the whole body would necessar-
ily perish or become grotesque or at 
least be enfeebled. In the same way, 
the doctrine of the Christian religion 
should properly follow these laws 
of development, that is, by becom-

ing firmer over the years, more 
ample in the course of time, 
more exalted as it advances in 
age.

In ancient times our ances-
tors sowed the good seed in the 
harvest field of the Church. It 
would be very wrong and un-
fitting if we, their descendants, 
were to reap, not the genuine 
wheat of truth but the intrusive 
growth of error. 

On the contrary, what is right 
and fitting is this: there should 
be no inconsistency between 
first and last, but we should reap 
true doctrine from the growth 
of true teaching, so that when, 
in the course of time, those first 
sowings yield an increase it may 

flourish and be tended in our day 
also.

St Vincent of Lerins
¶ St Vincent (d.c.445) wrote his Com-
monitorium c. 434 as guidance on or-
thodox teaching of the faith. A contem-
porary, St Eucherius, Bishop of Lyon, 
called Vincent “a conspicuously elo-
quent and holy man.”

THANKSGIVING 
DAY

Thursday, November 22, 2018
Sung Mass & Sermon 

at 10:00 AM
Please note the earlier hour for 

Mass on Thanksgiving Day.
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CHRISTIANITY IS GROWING 
 faster in the Islamic Republic 

of Iran than in any other country 
in the world. That is the extraor-
dinary claim recently made by the 
Christian Broadcasting Network 
(CBN), founded by televangelist 
Pat Robertson. An accompanying 
report suggested that roughly 20 
per cent of the country’s 80 million 
population have viewed Christian 
programmes via satellite or mobile 
phones.

The CBN does, of course, have an 
incentive to exaggerate evidence 
of a shift towards Christianity in 
Iran. Yet there is no doubt that the 
faith is winning converts in a coun-
try where belief in Jesus can result 
in imprisonment. A 2015 study 
by Duane Alexander Miller of St 
Mary’s University in San Antonio 
and Patrick Johnstone of WEC 
International, an Evangelical or-
ganisation in Singapore, suggested 
there were 100,000 Iranian con-
verts to Christianity between 1960 
and 2010. But given the regime’s 
strong disapproval of conversions, 
it is impossible to know if this fig-
ure is accurate. 

Miller and Johnstone calculated 
that, in 2010, there were between 
five million and 16 million Islamic 
converts to Christianity worldwide. 
The United States is a particular 
hotspot. Dudley Woodbury, a Ful-
bright scholar of Islam, estimates 
that some 20,000 Muslims in the 
US become Christians every year.

There are reports of mass conver-
sions in Europe, too. In 2016 more 
than 80 Muslim refugees from Iran 
and Afghanistan were baptised at 
a single ceremony in Hamburg. 

That same year, Cardinal Chris-
toph Schönborn reported that the 
number of converts from Islam 
in his Archdiocese of Vienna had 
“increased considerably.” More 
than half of recent adult converts, 
he said, came from Islamic back-
ground and “I myself have baptised 
many Muslims.” This was striking 
given the Church’s reticence about 
pursuing conversions in the Islamic 
world after Vatican II insisted on 
dialogue rather than proselytism. 

Lest we get carried away, we must 
set this phenomenon within its wid-
er context. According to a Pew Re-
search Center study last year, Islam 
is projected to be the world’s fast-
est-growing major religious group 
in the coming decades. Babies born 
to Muslims will begin to outnumber 
Christian births by 2035. Although 
there are no reliable statistics, we 
also know that, anecdotally, there 
are a significant number of Chris-
tian converts to Islam.

But some Muslim intellectu-
als worry that this demographic 
strength masks the fragility of Is-
lamic culture. In a recent New York 
Times article, the Turkish writer 
Mustafa Akyol argued that “if Is-
lamic authoritarianism persists, it 
is likely to produce mass seculari-
sation in Muslim societies. Islam 
may still count as the fastest-grow-
ing religion in the world, thanks 
to high birthrates, but it will lose 
some of its best and brightest.” 
According to Akyol, a minority 
of these ex-Muslims will become 
Christians. Most will be classified 
as religious “nones,” who, accord-
ing to Pew, are the third-largest 
group in the world after Christians 

and Muslims. Both Christianity and 
Islam are contributing generously to 
the proportion of “nones,” which is 
16 per cent of the world’s popula-
tion and rising.

So Catholics should be sceptical 
about talk of seismic shifts towards 
Christianity in the Islamic world. 
But we should also be more confi-
dent in the Church’s power to attract 
converts than we have been in the 
decades since the Second Vatican-
Council.
¶ This editorial was published in the April 
6, 2018 edition of the Catholic Herald 
Magazine.

SOLEMNITY OF 
CHRIST THE KING
Sunday, November 25, 2018

Solemn Mass & Te Deum
11 :30 AM

Solemn Evensong 
& Benediction

5:00 PM
Preacher: Fr Michael Drea

Fr Drea is Director of Development 
of FOCUS, a national Fellowship 
of Catholic University Students.

EXIT FROM ISLAM
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Sung Mass 
Fellowship and Coffee in the 

Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE FORM
is celebrated each week at 
8:00 AM at the Marian altar 
in St Theresa of Ávila Church,  
2078 Centre Street, West Roxbury. 
Enter the main church via the 
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

CATHERINE MORRISSEY 
 wants to change the face of 

the birth mother. “In our society the 
birth mother is looked down upon,” 
she said. “The woman is considered 
cold-hearted and unloving for giv-
ing her child away.”

Morrissey was a sophomore in 
college in 1982 when she became 
pregnant calling it her worst night-
mare. “I was so ashamed. I felt 
trapped and I didn’t tell my parents. 
“When I told my boyfriend, he said 
‘have an abortion or I’ll have no 
part in this.”’

She decided to have a secret abor-
tion, but decided she couldn’t do 
it. “I told my parents and they let 
me know it was going to be okay. 
I wanted to give my baby two lov-
ing parents and realized that my 
boyfriend and I weren’t going to be 
those parents. He just wanted it to 
all go away.”

After the birth of her son Mor-
rissey was stung by feelings of loss. 
“I felt hollow,” Morrissey said. “I 
signed the adoption papers three 
weeks later, leaving two letters, one 
for my son and one for his adop-
tive family. My biggest fear was 
that he would think I didn’t love 
him or didn’t want him, but it was 
because I loved him. I loved him 
more than myself. I wanted him to 
have a life of love with a family of 
faith. I prayed every day that God 
would keep him safe and happy and 
healthy.

Morrissey went back to school, 
found a wonderful man and got 
married. Her son wanted to meet 
her. I’ll never forget how he walked 

up to me. He had a baseball hat on 
with this curly hair. We hugged. 
He asked, ‘why did you have me? 
“Why didn’t you abort me?’ I said 
I couldn’t. He said ‘thank you for 
not aborting me. I love my life. I 
have wonderful parents, wonderful 
friends. I’m playing college hockey 
and have a wonderful girl friend.’

“My son is now 34 years old and 
just got married. He attends the talks 
I give to youth groups. It’s good for 
the kids to see the product of my de-
cision standing there. You don’t have 
to tell kids that abortion is cutting off 
the limb of a family tree.”
¶ This is an excerpt from a longer article 
published in the Summer 2018 magazine of 
Massachusetts Citizens for Life. 

SAINT ANDREW’S DAY
is Friday, November 30, 2018. Saint 
Andrew is often referred to as the 
“introducer to Christ” because he 
brought his brother Simon Peter to 
the Lord. And so St Andrew’s Day 
determines the beginning of a new 
church year. The Sunday nearest 
November 30th is the First Sunday in 
Advent.

PERSPECTIVES ON ADOPTION
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 02467 (for GPS)
Directions by Car: From the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route 9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. The park-
ing lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C branch.


