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BEFORE THE MIRACLE
ONE OF THE GREATEST 

symbols of the Christian life 
is the anchor. It may be seen por
trayed in various combi nations with 
saints or their shields. An anchor 
firmly secures a wave-tossed ship 
to the floor of the sea. This prevents 
the vessel from being thrown up on 
the rocks and de stroyed. In a storm, 
the vessel’s hope is in the anchor.

For Christians, these two words 
go together. The anchor is a preemi  
nent sign of our hope in Christ. 
“Which hope we have as an anchor 
of the soul.” (Hebrews 6:19)

At the beginnings of the new year, 
and at other times as well, Christians 
wonder if even after per severing in 
our prayers and strug gling to over
come sins, our efforts seem to be 
fruitless. When we com pare what 
God has given us to what we have 
given Him, it can all be very humil
iating and devastating. But hu mility 
is a prerequisite for trusting God 
and not ourselves. The more emp
tied out we are, the more hope there 
is of our becoming Christians.

In the lovely story of Christ’s first 
miracle at Cana, there was the time 
before He turned water into wine. 
Yet Christ was there. The miracle 
happened in an instant in the mo
ment He had planned for it. Our 

Lord plans such a moment for you 
and me, when in His providence 
for us the answer to prayer is giv
en and the first victory over our 
temptations is granted us.

At the wedding feast we see co
operation and perseverance in the 
servants. When the supply of wine 
is exhausted, these servants were 
sent to Our Lady. At her direction 
they turned to Our Lord Jesus for 
help. And His instructions seemed 
totally inadequate. Why should 
they haul gallons of water to fill 
empty jars? Yet not only did they 
do so, we are told “they filled them 
up to the brim.” This was the tri
umph of their faith enduring hard
ships. It showed their cooperation 
with Christ in the time of trial. Not 
by coincidence was it the servants 
and not the governor of the feast 
who knew the source of the good 
wine. Although the Bible does 
not tell us, we would like to think 

these servants became our Lord’s 
dis ciples.

The obedience of our faith is of
ten rewarded by some manifestation 
of Christ’s transforming power in 
our lives, making us more than ever 
His disciples. It is good for us to re
member our Lord’s methods. For His 
own reasons, Christ waited until the 
bridegroom’s pitchers were empty. 
Only when we have exhausted our 
limited human strength does Christ 
come to rescue us. Our extremity 
is often His opportunity. The rabbis 
had a saying “when the tale of bricks 
is doubled, Moses is born.”

A soul faithful to the end of its trial 
will find that God has given it a new 
strength to meet the pressure, and 
the soul will also know that the Lord 
was with it all the time, just as Christ 
was at Cana before the miracle.

There is no better time for us to put 
our trust in Christ than when we are 
enduring the trials of our faith. For 
God makes something from nothing. 
He makes wine from wa ter. He rais
es the dead. When His providence 
for us arrives, he will do His “many 
mighty works” in you and me.

Father Bradford
¶ This article is reprinted from the 
January 2001 (Volume III, issue 6)
edition of the parish paper.
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THERE HAS RECENTLY BEEN 
some controversy in the 

English  speaking Catholic media 
about the place and the role of con
verts in our Holy Catholic Church. 
It is probably better not to name any 
names on either side because the 
debate quickly became acrimoni
ous, and in these illtempered days 
we need to work for charity within 
the Church, as well as clarity.
Many of us converts who followed 

the discussion will probably have 
been more amused than we were 
chastened to find ourselves being 
told by certain prominent commen
tators that, like Victorian children 
allowed into the parlour for half a 
scone at teatime, we are expected to 
be seen but not heard. The argument 
seems to be that having arrived so 
late in the day in the vineyard, we 
should put up and shut up. Those 
of us who were formerly Angli
cans will probably have been told 
at some stage or another since our 
reception into the One True Fold 
of the Redeemer that we shouldn’t 
carry with us the same battles that 
we might have fought in the Church 
of England.

None of this would have come as 
any surprise to the one of this coun
try’s most famous and bestloved 
converts. Blessed John Henry New
man was regarded with suspicion 
and even hostility by many of the 
oldtime English Catholics who had 
been labouring away in the vineyard 
under the heat of the sun since early 
morning. Having been scorned by 
many of  his fellow Protestants as 
a cryptopapist during his Anglican 
days, Mister, and then Father, New
man found that after his reception 

into the Church his reputation was 
soon being trounced and his name 
denounced to the Roman authorities 
by zealots and by certain members 
of the ecclesiastical hierarchy who 
questioned his docility to teaching 
authority and doubted the authentic
ity of his conversion.

When Newman eventually re
ceived his cardinal’s hat in 1879, 
aged nearly eighty, he exclaimed to 
his fellow Oratorians in Birming
ham: “The cloud is lifted from me 
forever!” Never again, he believed, 
could his Catholicism be called into 
question. That was actually wishful 
thinking. In the early twentieth cen
tury, after heretics had applied an 
evolutionist interpretation to New
man’s An Essay on the Development 
of Christian Doctrine and claimed 
Newman as one of their own, the 
excommunicated Father Tyrrell and 
others tried to drag Newman down 
with them in the sinking ship of 
Modernism following its condem
nation in Rome. Even though Pope 
Saint Pius X confirmed in a letter 
to Bishop O’Dwyer of Limerick in 
1908 that the orthodoxy of New
man’s Catholicism was beyond re

proach and wholly uncontaminated 
by the errors condemned in Lamen-
tabili, and even though that same 
great Pope lauded Newman for his 
constancy in defending the cause of 
the Faith before his fellow country
men, some of the dirt had managed 
to stick, so that even today there are 
halfbaked theologisers who try to 
tie Newman’s name to causes which 
would, quite frankly, have sickened 
him.

Newman did carry over with him 
into the Catholic Church the main 
battle that he had become used to 
fighting in the Church of England. 
Whether he found himself in com
bat with the liberalism of Latitu
dinarians in the common room of 
Oriel or with the fundamentalism 
of fanatical Ultramontarusts in the 
runup to the First Vatican Coun
cil, Newman’s crusade remained 
always constant: it was a battle for 
truth. It continued to impose strain 
on his friendships and to bring him 
suffering as a Catholic just as it had 
done while he was an Anglican.

Latecomers to the Faith who are 
made to feel that their convert sta
tus makes them second class citi
zens in the eyes of some of those 
who make a profession out of re
ligious commentary can take com
fort in the knowledge that Blessed 
John Henry experienced all of this 
before them. The sincerity of New
man’s conversion is beyond ques
tion to anyone of good faith. As 
an Anglican he had increased in 
his sympathy for doctrines such 
as Transubstantiation and the Im
maculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin, having considered them in
dividually in the light of their antiq

LATECOMERS TO THE FAITH
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uity and of their compatibility with 
Holy Scripture. When he made his 
profession of Faith in front of Fa
ther Dominic Barberi, however, he 
was declaring that from now on he 
would embrace these truths, and ev
ery other Catholic doctrine, on the 
grounds that they were taught by 
Christ’s Church. He was assenting 
to his firm belief that the Catholic 
Church was founded by Our Lord 
as the pillar and the foundation of 
saving truth, with divinely invested 
authority to teach on faith and mor
als. He brought himself to his knees 
before an authority which he firm
ly believed to be at the service of 
Truth, but he also fell to his knees 
in the knowledge that in the Church 
on earth that divinely invested au
thority is always liable to be abused 
by fallen men who are prone to sin, 
and whose intellects are often too 
dim to appreciate the truths they 
have been commissioned to teach. 
But he accepted this. He accepted 
it because he was willing to suffer 
for and with the Church, because 
he loved Her as the Mystical Body 
of Christ on  earth, and He believed 
Her to be true. Newman is an exam
ple to all of us of patience and gen
uine piety. Suffering with and for 
the Church is one of the ways we 
show our love for Christ, and one of 
the signs that our faith is alive.

For those of us who are converts 
to the Faith, Newman shows us 
how to be good converts. We must 
be docile, and obedient to lawful 
authority. But we should also be 
dogged in our pursuit of all truth, 
and we must be willing to suffer for 
our insistence on it. The religious 
submission of mind and will which 
we owe to the teaching authority of 
the Church never obliges us to sub

mit ourselves to humbug, bluster 
and spin, but only to Catholic Truth 
in its soulsaving fullness.

The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the November, 
2018 issue (Vol. 95, No. 1170) of The Ora
tory Parish Magazine, the parish paper of 
the London (Brompton) Oratory. 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE 
EPIPHANY

Sunday, January 6, 2019
11:30 AM

Procession, Noveritis
Solemn Mass & Sermon

5:00 PM
A Festival of Lessons & Carols 

A reception will follow this service

THE FEAST OF THE 
BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Sunday, January 13, 2019
11:30 AM

Asperges me
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

OFFERING 
ENVELOPES – 

WHY AND HOW

IF YOU HAVE MADE A PLEDGE 
 – or wish to give on a regu

lar basis to our Operating budget 
(overseen by Saint Athanasius) or 
our Savings account (overseen by 
Saint Gregory) – you either have or 
should ask for offering envelopes. 
Use of them will begin on the first 
Sunday of 2019 (January 6th).

Use of these envelopes will make 
two things possible:

1) It will allow us to track all do
nations – most especially those 
made in cash – such that we can 
provide the IRS with documen
tation and provide donors giving 
more than a certain amount let
ters for their tax returns.

2) It will make sorting and counting 
the Sunday offering much easier 
and shorter for those volunteers 
who perform this weekly task for 
our community’s benefit. This 
is why – even if you are accus
tomed to making your donation 
by check – using envelopes is 
to be preferred, as it allows easy 
sortation between the two funds.

The envelopes are dated for each 
Sunday of 2019; please use the cor
rect envelope for a given Sunday. 
The Operating Budget and Savings 
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response” that is so natural to our 
animal nature (that is, either by the 
“fight” of inner rage and resentment 
or by the “flight’’ of self-pity and 
fantasizing). At such times, when 
I pray his name, I do not suddenly 
feel holy or happy, but I do sudden
ly feel...well, “mature” is the only 
word that comes to mind. The word 
from the Word is often something 
like “Grow up!” I suddenly see that 
far more important things are at 
stake than my feelings, when I let  
his great wave come in and wash 
my little garbage away. What had 
looked big on  my beach  looks tiny 
in his waves.
We do not always get specific an

swers, even when we invoke his  
name; but we always get the An
swerer.

Peter Kreeft
¶ Parishioner Peter Kreeft is Professor 
of Philosophy in Boston College. He is a 
widely-read author and in demand as a 
speaker. This excerpt is taken from Prayer 
for Beginners, published by Ignatius Press. 

CHARITABLE 
GIVING

SEVERAL PEOPLE HAVE 
 recently asked Fr Bradford for 

suggestions on charitable giving. 
Here is his personal list, from among 
many worthy causes.

The Congregation of St Athanasius 
and St Gregory the Great Communi
ty, St Theresa of Ávila Parish, and the 
Ordinariate seminarian fund. Also 
Catholic Charities, Catholic Relief 
Service, Glenmary, St Benedict Ab
bey, and the National Catholic Bio
ethics Center. And also contributions 
sent to the Archdiocese of San Juan 
de Puerto Rico for the ongoing work 
of hurricane disaster relief.

Account envelopes are different 
designs; for each account, a given 
donor’s envelopes have an assigned 
number allowing us to record dona
tions for tax purposes. Although the 
envelopes include places for addi
tional information, it is not neces
sary to use them.

Any change is difficult, for each 
and every one of us. But this change 
is necessary for us to comply with 
our legal obligations and will also 
make doing so much easier for 
those of our fellowCommunicants 
who generously give of their time 
and talents by counting and prepar
ing our offerings to God and His 
Church.

With Sincere Thanks, 
The Finance Committee

THE NAME OF JESUS

IF A KING WERE TO PAINT A 
 picture of his son, he could 

claim it as his own on two counts: 
because it is his son’s picture. and 
because he himself made it. In the 
same way, the Father declares that 
the name of Jesus Christ, which is 
glorified in the Church throughout 
the world, is his own, because it 
is his Son’s name and because he 
wrote it to save mankind.
From the treatise Against Heresies 

by Saint lrenaeus (c.130200)
¶ The Most Holy Name of Jesus is an op-
tional memorial observed on January 3rd, a 
Thursday this year.

PERHAPS THE MOST 
 shattering consequence of Je

sus’ real presence, which is brought 
about by invoking his name, is that 
we become unable to lie to our
selves any more. He is light, and 
wherever he inserts his lordship 
there is now an absolute necessity 
of honesty and a zero tolerance for 
any form of selfdeception, self
congratulation, or self-gratification, 
even those forms that felt necessary, 
natural, and almost innocent before. 
He is gentle, but he is light, and he 
simply does not and will not coexist 
with any darkness at all; either he 
casts it out, or it keeps him out.
This is the negative dimension of 

the fact that he is light. He subtracts 
our falsehoods. But he also adds his 
truth. The positive dimension is es
sentially a clarification of vision, of 
perspective, of “the big picture.” 
He does not (usually) give specific 
directions or instant solutions, but 
he always gives a clarification of 
our vision. (This usually happens 
gradually.) ....
His presence manifests itself, not 

in fire or wind or thunder, but in a 
still, small voice. Only in this qui
etness does he give us the certainty 
of his presence. We usually cannot 
hear this because we are making so 
much inner noise, especially when 
we are agitated. But this is when 
he wants most to come, for he goes 
where the need is.
And what happens when we in

voke him during our agitation? 
He answers! But not by magic or 
spectacle. Nothing spectacular hap
pens when I invoke the Holy Name 
at times when I am reacting to my 
problems by the “fight-or-flight 

INVOKING THE HOLY NAME
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UNDER THE 
 ancient law 

prophets and priests 
sought from God rev
elations and visions 
which indeed they 
needed, for faith had 
as yet no firm foun
dation and the gospel 
law had not yet been 
established. Their 
seeking and God’s re
sponses were neces
sary. He spoke to them at one time 
through words and visions and 
revelations, at another in signs and 
symbols. But however he respond
ed and what he said and revealed 
were mysteries of our holy faith, 
either partial glimpses of the whole 
or sure movements toward it.

But now that faith is rooted in 
Christ, and the law of the gospel 
has been proclaimed in this time of 
grace, there is no need to seek him 
in the former manner, nor for him 
so to respond. By giving us, as he 
did, his Son, his only Word, he has 
in that one Word said everything. 
There is no need for any further 
revelation.

This is the true meaning of Paul’s 
words to the Hebrews when he 
urged them to abandon their earlier 
ways of conversing with God, as 
laid down in the law of Moses, and 
to set their eyes on Christ alone: In 
the past God spoke to our fathers 
through the prophets in various 
ways and manners; but now in our 
times, the last days, he has spoken 
to us in his Son. In effect, Paul is 
saying that God has spoken so 
completely through his own Word 
that he chooses to add nothing. Al

though he had spoken 
but partially through 
the prophets he has 
now said everything 
in Christ. He has giv
en us everything, his 
own Son.

Therefore, anyone  
who wished to ques
tion God or to seek  
some new vision or  
revelation from  him 

would commit an offense, for in
stead of focusing his eyes entirely 
on Christ he would be desiring 
something other than Christ, or be
yond him.

God could then answer: This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased; hear him. In my Word I 
have already said everything. Fix 
your eyes on him alone for in him 
I have revealed all and in him you 
will find more than you could ever 
ask for or desire.

I, with my Holy Spirit, came down  
upon him on Mount Tabor  and de
clared: This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased; hear him. 
You do not need new teachings or 
ways of learning from me, for when 
I spoke before it was of Christ who 
was to come, and when they sought 
anything of me they were  but seek
ing and hoping for the Christ in   
whom is every good, as the whole 
teaching of the evangelists and 
apostles clearly testifies.

Saint John of the Cross
¶ This excerpt is taken from a treatise on 
The Ascent of Mount Carmel. St John 
(1542-1591) was a Spanish priest. His 
studies on the growth of the soul are con-
sidered the summit of mystical literature. St 
John is a Doctor of the Church. 

THE PRESENTATION OF 
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE

commonly called Candlemas
Saturday February 2, 2019

10:00 AM
Blessing of Candles
Solemn Procession

Solemn High Mass & Sermon
You may bring unused household 

candles for blessing.

IN CASE OF SNOW ON 
Sundays, please be careful. The 

church parking lot will be scraped 
and treated prior to the 9:00 AM 
Mass. If there is any problem, 
the property manager will call 
Fr Bradford at home. You should 
make your own assessment of 
driving conditions before driving 
to Mass.

HE HAS SAID EVERYTHING IN CHRIST
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WE ARE FORTUNATE IN 
having received a generous 

gift making it possible for us to 
have an, albeit portable, altar rail. 
Since the reception of communion 
is a matter of discipline and not of 
doctrine, the practice of the church 
has varied. In our congregation 
most communicants prefer to kneel 
for communion. It is recognized 
that kneeling may not be possible 
for some. Indeed it is necessary, and 
no problem, to bring the Blessed 
Sacrament to those unable to even 
approach the altar rail. The Priest is 
more than happy to do this.

In our congregation many parish
ioners receive the Host directly on 
the tongue. This is the norm in the 
Catholic Church. Countries have 
to be granted permission to autho
rize communion in the hand. That 
permission has been granted to the 

United States. When a Deacon, a 
second Priest, or a dulyappointed 
extraordinary minister is present, 
the Blessed Sacrament is offered in 
both kinds, the Body and Blood of 
the Lord. Remember however that 
Our Lord cannot be divided, and 
when it is necessay, for any rea
son, to receive only the Host, this 
is perfectly acceptable. The Priest 
is the minister of intinction. Self 
intinction is forbidden.

As a courtesy to those kneeling 
next to you, consider remaining in 
place until the Priest or extraordi
nary minister has moved further 
down the rail.

The Blessed Sacrament is the gift 
of Our Blessed Lord of Himself to 
us. And therefore it is something we 
receive from Him and do not take 
for ourselves. In receiving commu
nion our posture should be as pas
sive as possible.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Several parishioners have re
ported that their copy of the parish 
paper sometimes arrived mutilated, 
and sometimes unreadable. Second 
copies are sent, in a mailer. If this is 
your experience please let us know. 
Thanks.

Ñ A year’smind Mass was offered 
November 24th for parishioner Dea
con Thomas Burke. May he rest in 
peace.

Ñ Every member canvass results 
as of the end of November totaled 
$27,060 pledged or cash for the 
2019 operating fund and $11,850  
for the savings fund. If you have not 
yet responded to our annual asking 
for pledges, please do so. And many 
thanks to those who have.

Ñ Thank you to Deacon Michael 
J. Connolly and parishioner John 
Covert who assisted Fr Bradford at 
Solemn Mass on the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception, and to 
Judie Bradford who offered a light 
breakfast after Mass.

Ñ Many thanks to those who sent 
Christmas cards and gifts to Fr 
Bradford and his family during the 
Holy Season. Your kindness and 
support are very much appreciated.

Ñ Tuesday, January 22 is desig
nated as the Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of Unborn Chil
dren. And Friday, January 18 is the 
annual March for Life in Washing
ton, D.C. Some of our parishioners 
are planning to attend. Please pray 
for the safety of the marches and for 
safe travel.

Ñ Boston Catholic Radio, The Sta
tion of the Cross, is found at 1060 
AM Boston, stationofthecross.com.

PROTOCOL ON RECEIVING
COMMUNION
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THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Sung Mass 
Fellowship and Coffee in the 

Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 021322121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 3255232

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE FORM
is celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via the 
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue side 
doors. 

BE L O V E D 
 brothers, our  

Lord and Savior 
sometimes gives 
us instruction by 
words and some
times by actions. 
His very deeds are 
our commands; and 
whenever he acts si
lently he is teaching 
us what we should 
do. For example, he sends his dis
ciples out to preach two by two, 
because the precept of charity is 
twofold – love of God and of one’s 
neighbor.

The Lord sends his disciples out to 
preach in twos in order to teach us 
silently that whoever fails in charity 
to ward his neighbor should by no 
means take upon him self the office 
of preaching.

Rightly is it said that he sent 
them ahead of him into every city 
and place where he himself was to 
go. For the Lord follows after the 
preachers, because preaching goes 
ahead to prepare the way, and then 
when the words of exhortation have 
gone ahead and established truth in 
our minds, the Lord comes to live 
within us. To those who preach 
Isaiah says: Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight the paths 
of our God. And the psalmist tells 
them: Make a way for him who 
rises above the sunset. The Lord 
rises above the sunset because from 
that very place where he slept in 
death, he rose again and mani fested 
a greater glory. He rises above the 
sunset because in his resurrection he 
trampled underfoot the death which 

he endured. There
fore, we make a 
way for him who 
rises above the 
sunset when we 
preach his glory to 
you, so that when 
he himself follows 
after us, he may il
lumine you with 
his love.

Let us listen now to his words as 
he sends his preachers forth: The 
harvest is great but the laborers are  
few. Pray therefore the Lord of the 
harvest to send laborers into his 
harvest. That the harvest is good but 
the laborers are few cannot be said 
without a heavy heart, for although 
there are many to hear the good 
news there are only a few to preach 
it. Indeed, see how full the  world is 
of priests, but yet in God’s harvest a 
true laborer is rarely to be found; al
though we have accepted the priestly 
office we do not fulfill its demands.

Think over, my beloved brothers, 
think over his words: Pray the Lord 
of the harvest to send laborers into 
his harvest. Pray for us so that we 
may be able to labor worthily on 
your behalf, that our tongue may 
not grow weary of exhortation, that 
after we have taken up the office of 
preaching our silence may not bring 
us condem nation from the just judge.

Pope Saint Gregory the Great
¶ St Gregory (540-604) is famous for his 
mission which converted pagan Anglo-Sax-
on England. He was a prolific writer and is 
a Doctor of the Church. Protestant leader 
John Calvin was of the opinion St Gregory 
was the last good pope! This article is taken 
from a homily on the gospels.

CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana
sius against the world,” as our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of the 
faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congrega
tion of Saint Athanasius publish this pa
per monthly. To receive it by mail, send 
your address to the editor, Susan Russo, 
at sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr. 
Bradford  at the rectory. All issues are 
also on our website.

PREACHING GOES AHEAD
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 02467 (for GPS)
Directions by Car: From the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route 9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. The park-
ing lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C branch.


