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THE OLD STORY MADE NEW

DVENT SUNDAY IS THE
beginning of the church year.
It will be a year of grace, a year
when the Gospel is proclaimed, the
Mass is offered and prayed, the sacraments are administered, and some
people, please God many souls,
will turn towards God in faith and
practice. There will be many opportunities for each one of us to draw
closer to Our Lord Jesus Christ and
be strengthened and directed by His
presence in our lives. There will be
opportunities to do what Saint Paul
exhorts us to do: “cast off the works
of darkness and put on the armor of
light.” Elsewhere in his writings St
Paul declares that when we were
baptized we first put on Christ. But
here, he refers to those continual
conversions by which we become
ever more and more like God.

Since none of us is a brand-new
Christian, we have heard the Advent call before.... probably many
times. So you know what the phrase
“continual conversion” means. In
the past, some years have indeed
been years of grace: God’s gracious
sovereignty finding more and more
room to rule in our hearts. Other
years there has been not so much
progress. We may have missed opportunities or actually turned away
from God. How will each of us re-

over the dark line, then again, then
over a lighter line, then all on our
own on the ruled paper. At first the
pen stumbles, but day-by-day as you
do your copies faithfully, it becomes
easier, until finally you can make the
letter C without effort and even without the ruled paper. Then it was no
longer the Palmer Method’s perfect
letter C. It was your very own.

spond to the year of grace that begins today?
It will not be a response to a new
story but to an old story made new
in us. The way we become conformed to Christ is not by being
entertained each year in a brandnew way that gets our attention by
being totally different from last
year’s approach. Rather, we become conformed to Christ by patient copying of His life.
Some of you remember the old
Palmer Method for learning handwriting. Our young hands were
awkward. Large letters, even just
parts of each letter, were set before us on ruled paper; and we
copied, traced them, tracing the
back side of the capital letter C

In a way like that but far more
wonderful and marvelous, the Holy
Ghost, whose “office is the Church”
takes the things of Christ and shows
them to us to copy in our lives. He
helps our awkward souls by guiding
us to practice and practice again what
He has revealed until it all becomes
second nature to us. It is the old story
made new in us, the old story heard
again and again and internalized and
put into practice in our lives.
What will make this year, beginning
with Advent Sunday, a year of grace
for you? There will be some event
or occasion, perhaps a whole series
of occasions, personal and private
or social and public, in which the
Gospel of Christ will suddenly come
alive. It will have a fresh and vital
penetration into the very place that
rules and motivates everything you
do. It will be as if you were hearing
it for the first time and being excited
by its newness and endless possibili-
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ties. The Gospel will be appropriated in a new way by opportunities
to put it into action, perhaps in surprising or undesired ways: assisting
some soul struggling in material or
spiritual difficulty and in that soul
finding for yourself a closeness to
the Lord Jesus. Perhaps it will take
the form of a serious trial of some
sort, a personal anxiety or illness
that forces you to dig deeper into
your relationship with Christ and
cling closely to Him, even hanging
on for dear life.
It may be reading some familiar
Bible passage or revisiting some
devotional book that left you unmoved at first reading, only to get
some fresh insight from it and finding yourself, as John Wesley did,
strangely warmed by the passage,
or as Archbishop Anthony Bloom
once told us, experiencing the Divine Presence as if He were a person
standing and breathing softly right
behind his chair. Anthony Bloom
sensed that this Presence was kind
and warm and good and loving beyond anything he had ever experienced or imagined. He did not dare
turn around to look because he knew
he would see nothing. But also he
did not want to break the spell.
There are as many continuing conversions as there are souls. But all
such experiences build on the old
story heard again and again. Practicing Palmer Method has as its sole
reason the happy day you can put
down the ruled paper with its letter
shapes, and write your own letter in
your own hand. You will have developed your own distinctive handwriting. The Christian year gives us
the life of Christ, year after year, for
our pattern and imitation. Not that
we listen to it and eventually put it

off! But put it on, as St Paul says:
“casting off the works of darkness
and putting on the armor of light”
which, he says, is the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Advent Sunday is the time for
Christian New Year resolutions!
Week in and week out Holy Mother
Church will present the whole Gospel, the old story made new by the
opportunities we will have to respond this year. But it will all boil
down to St Paul’s message: “put on
the Lord Jesus Christ.” Put Him on
as Lord, to rule you, as Jesus, to save
you, and in both as Christ, anointed
and appointed by the Father to rule
and to save us.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on Advent
Sunday, November 27, 2016

THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Saturday, December 8, 2018
Solemn Mass
in the Ordinariate Form
9:00 A.M.
Saint Lawrence Church
Chestnut Hill
Holy Day of Obligation

INCLUSION IN
MARY’S GRACE

Y

OU ARE ALL-BEAUTIFUL,
my beloved,/ and there is no
blemish in you (Sg 4:7). The Church
applies this biblical text to the Virgin Mother of God. No other human
creature can fit this description. Such
an exclusive attribution, however,
should not cause Christian believers
grief. Each of the baptized can claim
inclusion in Mary’s grace. The Mother of Christ makes the members of
his Body her own children. She also
draws them into her own sinlessness.
Still, the fallen world stands replete
with temptations. Countless circumstances persuade even God-fearing
people that falling into sin comes
easily. Some suffering souls conclude
wrongly that their sinning enjoys its
own inevitability.
Mary exposes the falsehood of
such thinking. Every depiction of
the Immaculate Conception shows
our Lady crushing the head of the
serpent. The serpent represents the
devil. The grace of the Immaculate
Conception prevents our succumbing
to the devil’s blackmail. In a word,
this blackmail taunts us with the suggestion that things will never be different, that we will never change, that
sin holds too firm a grip on us.
When such thoughts arise, we
should prayerfully recall our allbeautiful Mother. In her who appears
before us without blemish we find the
assurance that whatever threatens to
turn us from God, in fact, possesses
no power to hurt us–now or at the
hour of our death. Amen.
Father Romanus Cessario, OP
¶ Father Cessario (b. 1944) is a Dominican priest and professor of systematic theology in St John’s Seminary. In 2013 he
received the Master of Sacred Theology
degree from the Dominican Order. He has
been our preacher on many occasions.
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SHORT NOTES

Ñ Many thanks to Fr James J.
O’Driscoll for celebrating the Ordinariate Mass on Sunday, November
4th. He is a long-time friend of our
congregation and serves as parochial
vicar in Holy Family Parish, Rockland, Mass.
Ñ Welcome to Fr John Connolly
as Pastor of St Theresa of Ávila
Church, West Roxbury. He succeeds
Msgr William M Helmick, who retired in early November. Among
his many assignments, Fr Connolly
once served as Cardinal’s Secretary,
and in that capacity was a master of
ceremonies at Fr Bradford’s ordination in 1998.
Ñ Saturday Mass in the Ordinariate
Form is offered at 8 AM at the Marian altar in St Theresa’s Church. The
December 22nd Mass is a year’s-mind
Mass for Bernard Cardinal Law.
Ñ The winter Ember Days are
Wednesday and Friday, December 5
and 7. The usual Ember Day on Saturday is omitted this year due to the
Holy Day. In the Ordinariate observance the Friday Ember Day is an
obligatory day of abstinence.
Ñ Many thanks to Fr Michael Drea
for being our preacher at Evensong
on the Solemnity of Christ the King.
Fr Drea is a Boston priest and serves
as national chaplain for mission development for FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic University Students.
Ñ The Christmas collection at Masses on December 24 in the evening
and December 25 benefit the clergy
retirement fund of the Archdiocese
of Boston. These funds provide stipends, housing, and medical insurance for the retired priests of the
archdiocese. Please be generous
Ñ St. John’s Seminary is offering
its Service of Lessons and Carols

on Saturday, December 8th 7:30 PM
and Sunday, December 9th at 3:00
PM . Both services are in the lovely
seminary chapel in Brighton. The
services are conducted by the seminary’s music director, our friend, Dr.
Janet Hunt.
Ñ During Advent, the congregation
is using the Fourth Communion Service, numbers 719-721 in The Hymnal 1940, for music at sung Masses.
We will return to the Second Communion Service for the Christmas
and Epiphany seasons.
Ñ Copies of the Magnificat Advent
Companion and a book titled Advent
Meditations by Father Stravinskas
are available for purchase and found
in the tract case. Both contain meditations for each day of the Advent
season.
Ñ An Every Member Canvass for
financial support is being conducted
this Fall. Please return your pledge
card at your earliest convenience.
Many thanks.

ABOUT
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

A

LTAR FLOWER ENVELOPES
are available in the Church
for your donations as memorials or
thanksgivings. The Church looks lovely at holiday time thanks to the care
of George Gannon, Jr., who purchases
and arranges the decor. We will pool
our funds with those of the Saint Lawrence congregation but list our own
memorials in our service leaflets as
usual. Please be generous.
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WEAVING THE
FABRIC OF HIS
DESIGNS

T

RUE GATHERINGS OF THE
friends and families of Christians should have for their object
to celebrate the mercy that God has
shown to us. Without this object,
the congratulations we receive have
nothing solid or sincere about them
and are vain things.
God weaves the fabric of his designs in a wonderful order. He intended the birth of John the Baptist
to be renowned and the birth of his
Son to be celebrated in the prophecy of Zechariah. It was important
to the plan of God that the one he
would send to announce his Son to
the world should be famous from
his birth. So here, under the pretext
of ordinary civility, God gathers together those who would be the witnesses of the glory of John the Baptist, those who would speak of and
remember his birth....
Let us accustom ourselves to noting that the actions that seem most
ordinary are secretly directed by the
order of God and serve his designs
without our noticing it, in such a
way that nothing comes to pass by
mere coincidence.
Bishop Jacques-Benigne Bossuet
¶ Jacques Benigne Bossuet (1627-1704)
was a French preacher and bishop, prominent in ecclesiastical affairs, effective in
the conversion of Protestants to the Church
and worked for Christian reunion by peaceful methods. By common consent Bossuet is
among the greatest preachers of all time.
Harvard University’s Sanders Theatre includes busts of the eight greatest orators
of all time and includes Bossuet alongside
Cicero, Chrysostom, and Demosthenes.
This article is taken from his Meditations for Advent, tr. Christopher 0. Blum,
and published by Sophia Institute Press in
2012.
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BOTH SIDES ARE TRUE

N ROME I LEARNED ONE
supremely large lesson, among
a hundred others. It has been very
well said that Gothic architecture
represents the soul aspiring to God,
and that Renaissance or Romanesque architecture represents God
tabernacling with men. Both sides
are true, yet neither, in the religion
of the Incarnation, is complete
without the other.

Gothic arch Romanesque arch
On the one side, it is true that the
soul must always be seeking, always gazing up through the darkness to a God who hides himself,
always remembering that the Infinite transcends the finite and that
an immense agnosticism must be
an element in every creed; the lines
of this world, as it were, run up
into gloom; the light that glimmers
through carved tracery and heavy
stains is enough to walk by, but little more. It is in silence that God is
known, and through mysteries that
he declares himself. God is a spirit, formless, infinite, invisible, and
eternal, and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in
truth. Here, then, is mysticism and
the darkness of spiritual experience.
Then, on the other side, God became man–the Word was made
flesh. The divine, unknowable
Nature struck itself into flesh and
tabernacled amongst us, and we
beheld his glory. What was hidden

was made known. It is not only we
who thirst and knock: it is God who,
thirsting for our love, died upon the
cross that he might open the Kingdom of heaven to all believers, who
rent the veil of the Temple by his
death-groan, and who still stands
knocking at every human heart, that
he may come in and sup with man.
The round dome of heaven is
brought down to earth; the walls
of the world are plain to the sight;
its limitations are seen in the light
of God; the broad sunshine of Revelation streams on all sides through
clear windows upon a gorgeous
pavement; angels and gods and
men riot together in an intoxication of divine love; the high altar
stands plain to view in a blaze of
gilding and candles; and above it
the round brazen and silken tent of
God-made-man stands that all alike
may see and adore.
Monsignor Robert Hugh Benson
¶ Msgr Benson (1871-1914) was an English Anglican priest convert to Catholicism in 1903 and ordained. He was a great
writer of fiction in all genres. This excerpt,
however, is from his Confessions of a Convert, published by Longmans, Green &
Co., in 1913.

THE PERFECT
PLACE FOR
ADVENTURES

W

HEN OUR CHILDREN
were quite small and full of
wideeyed wonder, I remember telling them the story of young Henry,
whose mother packed him a sandwich before sending him out to
explore a distant and dangerous
world. His travels took him as far
as the backyard, the perfect place
for adventures both strange and sedate. G. K. Chesterton would have
approved. “What could be more delightful,” he asks in Orthodoxy, that
great barnburner of a book, “than to
have in the same few minutes all the
fascinating terrors of going abroad
combined with all the humane security of coming home again?” It is
the question we all face. “How to be
at once astonished at the world and
yet at home in it?” Solve that one,
he says, and you’ve satisfied the
heart’s desire, which is to lay hold
of “the familiar and the unfamiliar which Christendom has rightly
named romance.”
It is the great romance in which
dear Saint Joseph finds himself immersed. Awakened by the wonder
of an angel bidding him welcome
a child whose Virgin Mother happens to be his Wife, he must somehow ensure the safety of both. Who
could imagine a summons so blissful, yet set in circumstances so outwardly banal? In seeing the grace
amid so much grit, we get the glory.
Only God could tell such a story.
Regis Martin
¶ Dr Martin has been professor of dogmatic and systematic theology in Franciscan
University, Steubenville, Ohio since 1988.
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HUMANAE VITAE

ENTERED THE SEMINARY
as a 17-year-old three weeks
after the publication of Humanae
Vitae, a document that has hovered
over my entire clerical life. Dissent
from the encyclical affected every
aspect of seminary life—doctrinal,
moral, liturgical, spiritual, psychological—making for the worst eight
years of my life. That dissent was
forced underground during the pontificate of St. John Paul II but has
resurfaced with a vengeance in the
Bergoglio years, as the “papal posse” of Kasper, Spadaro, James Martin, Coccopalmerio, and Fernandez
has attempted to undercut moral absolutes.
Given the aura surrounding the
Casa Santa Marta, many thought
that an evisceration of Humanae
Vitae was in the offing as a kind of
birthday gift for its 50th anniversary.
Thanks to Divine Providence, that
did not happen. Quite surprisingly,
L’Osservatore Romano even published a frontpage re-endorsement
of it.
Many commentators highlight the
“prophetic” nature of Humanae Vitae, especially pointing to St. Paul
VI’s predictions about what would
ensue if artificial contraception
became the name of the game. All
his predictions have occurred – in
spades. One prediction the Pope
did not make, however, is interesting. He did not suggest that legitimization of artificial contraception
would lead to legitimization of
same-sex activity. That connection is absolutely valid: If the unitive and procreative dimensions of
sexuality can be separated, then it
is arbitrary to say that homosexual
activity is immoral.

At a conference some years ago,
someone posed a question about
same-sex relations. After giving a
rather comprehensive response, I
ended by saying, “If any of you have
practiced artificial contraception,
please take responsibility for the acceptability of same-sex relations.” A
receptive mood turned sour, with no
further questions presented.
In its jubilee year, I am happy to
say that the vast majority of young
priests are “all in” on Humanae Vitae. Many Catholic high schools
have good “theology of the body”
courses, with units on the nexus of
the unitive and procreative dimensions of the marriage act. Similarly,
dioceses in increasing numbers require NFP education in their marriage-preparation programs. These
positive developments can be credited to the persistence of loyal sons
and daughters of the Church like
John Kippley, who has been an indefatigable warrior on behalf of the
true and full meaning of marriage.
May their tribe increase.

Fr Peter Stravinskas
¶ Fr Peter M.J. Stravinskas (b.1950) is
widely known as an educator, writer, and
preacher. He founded The Catholic Answer
in 1987 and The Catholic Response in
2004. This “letter to the editor” appeared
in the November, 2018 issue of New Oxford Review. Fr Stravinskas has been our
guest preacher on many occasions.
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WHERE AM I
IN ALL THIS?

Y

ears ago, at a summer reunion
in a small town in southern
Indiana, our children stood gazing at the vast family tree, the
names of their ancestors arranged
chronologically, spreading across
an entire wall of the picnic shelter.
It was simply impossible to take
it all in at once. You had to stand
back to get the whole picture, and,
of course, the search was on for
each of them to answer the question, “Where am I in all this?”
It was astonishing to think that
if any single one of those hundreds of names, each representing a particular birth, had been
omitted, nothing would be as it
is now. None of our little ones
would be there, staring in wonder. Pope Benedict XVI addressed
the amazing beauty of God’s plan
when he wrote, “We are not some
casual and meaningless product of
evolution. Each of us is the result
of a thought of God; Each of us is
willed, each of us is loved, each of
us is necessary.”
In today’s Gospel reading, the
book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ, the son of David, the son
of Abraham, the one who orders
all things mightily shows us just
where we are, and, more importantly, who we are—his beloved
adopted sons and daughters, created to share in his life of unimaginable joy.
Melinda Knight
¶ Melinda Knight is a frequent contributor to Magnificat magazine. This reflection is based on the gospel (Matthew
1:1-17) for Saturday in the Third Week
of Advent.
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Monday, December 24, 2018
CHRISTMAS EVE
8:00 P.M.
Procession and Blessing of the Creche
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Tuesday, December 25, 2018
CHRISTMAS DAY
10:30 A.M.
Sung Mass & Sermon
Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation
Sunday, December 30, 2018
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH
11:30 A.M.
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Tuesday, January 1, 2019
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
10:30 A.M.
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Holy Day of Obligation
Sunday, January 6, 2019
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
11:30 A.M.
Procession, Noveritis, Solemn Mass & Sermon
A Festival of Lessons and Carols
5:00 P.M.
A reception will follow this service
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TO RESTORE THE
PRESENCE OF CHRIST

HRISTMAS, FEAST OF THE
birth of Jesus, is for me the reply of God and the Church to a
need of the soul:
to hear repeated to me every year,
through the commemoration of
that fact so sweet, so sublime,
so simple and so deep,
that God loves me.

And every Christmas then I always
ask myself: “How many more
Christmases will I see in my life?”
This question, which has no answer,
helps me to live every year as if it
were the last
with a greater awareness of my own
Christmas day,
the die natalis,
Yes, if in my existence, I am able to the day which will signal for me
the beginning of the life that never
fulfill my deepest aspirations,
dies.
it is only because God has looked
Chiara Lubich
also upon me, as he has upon everyone, and has become man to ¶ Servant of God Chiara Lubich (19202008) founded Opera di Maria, “the work
give me
of Mary” commonly known as the Focolare
the laws of life that, like light on the Movement, promoting ideals of unity and
road,
universal brotherhood. This excerpt is taken
from Christmas Joy: Spiritual Insights, pubhelp me walk safely
lished by New City Press in 1998.
towards our common destiny.
But Christmas for me is not just a
commemoration, however meaningful. It is a spur
for me to work to restore the presence of Christ in the midst of the
society in which I live.
He is there where two or more are
united in his name (Mt 18: 20),
like an everyday spiritual Christmas,
in homes, in factories, in schools, in
public buildings...
This day of Christmas, furthermore,
opens my heart to the whole of
humanity.
Its warmth goes beyond the Christian world and it seems to invade
every land,
a sign that that Baby came for everyone.
In fact it is his plan: that all may be
one (Jn 17: 21).

Page 39

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

ANNUAL LESSONS
& CAROLS SERVICE
Our annual service of Christmas
Lessons and Carols will be offered
on the Solemnity of the Epiphany,
Sunday, January 6, 2019 at 5:00 PM.
SIGN UP TO READ a lesson, picking one from the clipboard and signing your name on the appropriate
line on the sign-up sheet. The signup sheet will be available at coffee
hours beginning in early December.

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE FORM

is celebrated each week at
8:00 AM at the Marian altar
in St Theresa of Ávila Church,
2078 Centre Street, West Roxbury.
Enter the main church via the
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 02467 (for GPS)
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route 9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C branch.
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