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WE KNOW HIM WHO TEACHES IT
“I  AM THE RESUR-

rection and the Life.” 
You know those words. 
They are familiar to anyone 
who attends funeral Masses. 
Holy Church appropriates 
this teaching of Our Lord 
Jesus for our comfort and 
consolation at the time of the 
loss of a loved one. But once, 
these words were used for the 
first time. Thanks to St John’s 
Gospel we have an account of 
that first time. And we realize 
those same comforting words 
were used originally for a 
different purpose.

You and I are “in” on the Lord’s 
mindset, because St John tells us. 
The evangelist takes the part of 
the chorus in an ancient Greek 
tragedy or even the court jester in 
Italian commedia dell’arte. St John 
keeps his readers “in the know.” At 
a funeral or wake you and I come 
to pay our respects to the departed 
and console the family in its grief. 
But Jesus did not come to console 
Martha and Mary of Bethany over 
the death of their brother Lazarus. 
And even the raising of Lazarus 
is not the major development 
or breakthrough in the incident, 
although it will lead to the Jewish 

council determining to put Jesus 
to death. (That, by the way, is 
the reason this gospel turns up 
at Mass near the end of Lent and 
not in Eastertide.) The heart of 
the matter is something different. 
The Lord Jesus used the death of 
a loved one to draw souls closer to 
Him as Lord and Saviour.

Thanks to St John, we watch as 
the Blessed Lord draws Martha 
out. She is already Christ’s 
disciple. We have noticed her 
fervent and constant prayer 
and her reverent and respectful 
reception of the Lord, even when 
He had apparently arrived too late 
to prevent the death of her brother. 
Even the Lord’s late arrival was 

part of His plan. So Jesus used 
the occasion to bring Martha 
further than she had gone 
before. Assent to Christian 
doctrine is not comforting in 
itself. It will not help us in our 
affliction unless we have made 
right belief our own. That is 
how Our Lord helped Martha. 
Jesus got Martha thinking about 
the resurrection. But while 
she believed in the doctrine, 
it did not have for her such 
personal assent and individual 
appropriation so as to provide 
solace and consolation in her 

pain at her brother’s death. So what 
did Jesus do? He said, “I am the 
Resurrection and the Life.” Jesus 
made the Resurrection of personal 
value by identifying it with Himself. 
It was no longer to be something we 
know about as a teaching, but because 
we know Him Who teaches it. Jesus is 
the Resurrected Lord and from Him 
those who are His receive this life 
principle which death cannot hold.

When Jesus asked “Do you believe 
this?” Martha and Mary said yes. It 
is easy for us to say they made the 
right choice! It is not so easy for us 
to make the right choice when we 
are the ones who are grief stricken. 
It takes courage of conviction to 
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leave the self-centered realm of 
grief. People adjust to situations 
which seem intolerable at first, and 
then resist leaving them behind for 
something unknown. That includes 
changes which promise to take us 
to unknown joy and fulfillment. At 
best, people are interested only in 
what they already know. And when 
they are at loose ends they don’t 
know what to think.

All this means it is imperative for 
us to learn the truth of our religion 
by personal experience of it, before 
we subject it to the test and stress 
of dire need in affliction or tragedy. 
Learn the lesson of today’s gospel. 
Martha prayed repeatedly, she never 
complained at the tardy arrival of 
the Lord and never told Jesus what 
to do, but lifted up her brother’s 
condition in prayer. She had not lost 
faith in Him, even when Lazarus 
had died. In all of this Martha 
showed she was already a Christian 
disciple.

But when the Lord was present, 
He brought her further, from “I 
know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day” (which 
was true enough) to “Yes, Lord, 
I believe that you are the Christ.” 
That is the miracle which happens 
in this incident. Yes, Lazarus would 
rise. He would still be wearing his 
grave clothes. Eventually He would 
need them again. But Martha had 
found eternal life through personal 
faith in Jesus Christ, a faith death 
can never touch.

Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached on Passion Sunday, 
March 18, 2018

Ñ Parishioner Leslie Hunt departed 
this life on March 22nd at age 71. 
A requiem Mass was celebrated on 
March 28th. May he rest in peace. 
Condolences of the parish go to his 
wife, Jennifer, and his sister, Dr. Ja-
net Hunt.

Ñ Both the Palm Sunday liturgy, 
April 14th, and the Easter Vigil, April 
20th, begin in the St Lawrence vestry 
room, gospel side of the high altar.

Ñ Many thanks to our guest preach-
ers who joined Fr Bradford in offer-
ing meditations at Lenten Stations 
and Benediction: Bishop Arthur L 
Kennedy and Fr Romanus Cessario, 
OP.

Ñ Many thanks to Judie Bradford 
and Cindi McDermott for hosting 
a reception following Evensong on 
Sunday, March 10th.

Ñ The Regina coeli is sung at the 
conclusion of Sunday Mass each 
week in Eastertide.

Ñ April 2nd is the anniversary of 
Pope St John Paul II entering eternal 
life. He issued the original Pastoral 
Provision (1980) which led eventu-
ally to the creation of the Anglican 
Ordinariates by his successor Pope 
Benedict XVI.

Ñ Sister Marianne Lorraine Trouvé, 
FSP has published a new devotion-
al book titled Mary Mother of God 
Prayer Book. This and other titles 
are available in the Daughters of St 
Paul store in Dedham.

Ñ A year’s-mind Mass for parish-
ioner Ronald Jaynes will be offered 
on Saturday, April 6th at 8 AM at the 
Marian altar in St Theresa of Ávila 
Church.

Ñ In May: the patronal feast of 
Saint Athanasius is May 2nd. Sol-
emn Mass is at 7:30 PM. This is a 
Thursday this year.

SHORT NOTES

STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS, SERMON & 

BENEDICTION OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT

in Lent on Fridays at 7:30 PM
Preachers:

April 5: Fr Jurgen Liias
April 12: Deacon Brian O’Hanlon

There is a bring-your-own meal 
at 6:30 PM in the lower hall each 
week. You are invited to join us.
STATIONS & BENEDICTION
The Way of the Cross is not only 

a great testimony to an inner depth 
and maturity, but it is in fact a school 
for interiority and consolation. It is 
also a school for the examination of 
conscience, for conversion, for in-
ner transformation and compassion 
– not as sentimentality, as a mere 
feeling, but as a disturbing experi-
ence that knocks on the door of my 
heart, that obliges me to know my-
self and to become a better person.

Pope Benedict XVI
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HOLY WEEK 2019

Holy Week is April 14-20. Plan now to attend the Lord in His Passion.
During Holy Week the Church lives again the passion and death of Christ:

On the first day, Sunday, the solemn entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem is celebrated by the blessing of palms 
(1), followed by a solemn procession. At the Mass of 
this day, the story of the Passion is read. (3)
On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of Holy Week the 
Tenebrae are celebrated: the fifteen candles are put 
out one by one, to symbolize the flight of the dis-
ciples (2), and the death of Our Lord. 
On Holy Thursday morning a pontifical Mass is cel-
ebrated, in cathedrals only; at this Mass, the holy oils 
(4) are blessed. Commemorating the Last Supper at 
which the Holy Eucharist and the Priesthood were in-

stituted, Holy Thursday Mass takes place in the evening, 
with the washing of feet (5) to commemorate Christ’s 
washing of the Apostles’ feet.
At the Good Friday service, emphasis is given to the ven-
eration of the cross (6). Holy Saturday services are held 
at night, beginning with the blessing of the new fire (7); 
from this the Paschal candle is lighted (9 ), a reminder 
of Christ, Light of the world. The five grains of incense 
imbedded in the candle remind us of His wounds.
Four Lessons (10) are read; the baptismal water is blessed 
and taken to the font (8). The Mass commemorates Our 
Lord’s glorious Resurrection (11). 

Please note that our parish Holy Week schedule includes Maundy Thursday, April 18th, at 7:30 PM, Good 
Friday Liturgy, April 19th, at 3:00 PM, and the Easter Vigil, April 20th, at 8:00 PM.
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CONFESSIONS
Wednesdays in Lent in St Mary’s 

Church Brookline at 6:30-7:30 
PM and Saturdays, 2:30-3:30 PM 
in the main church.
Saturdays in St Theresa of Ávila 

West Roxbury 3:00-4:00 PM in 
the chapel; also, Wednesdays in 
Lent 6:30-8:30 PM and Thursdays 
before First Fridays after 4:00 PM 
Mass.
Thursday before First Friday is 

April 4th. (Weekday Masses during 
Lent are celebrated in the church. 
Confessions are in the chapel.)

EASTER FLOWER 
FUND

Please contribute to the cost 
of decorating the church for the 
Easter season. Memorials and 
Thanksgivings are printed in the 
service leaflet. Deadline for print-
ing is Tuesday, April 16th.

COIN FOLDERS
COIN FOLDERS distributed at 

the beginning of Lent should be re-
turned soon after Easter. Proceeds 
benefit Catholic Charities.

THE NIGHT HE WAS BETRAYED

offers the promise of forgiveness 
to his betrayer. Sadly, Judas missed 
the cue.

Each time we sin, we betray the 
love of friendship that unites us to 
God. Venial sins – those everyday 
human weak nesses – weaken the 
gift of divine friendship, whereas 
mortal sins destroy it. On Holy 
Thursday, Christ ordains the first 
priests. He gives them the sacred 
power and the authority to forgive 
sins. From that moment on, we sin-
ners never need fear dying at en-
mity with God.

Father Romanus Cessario, O.P.
¶ Father Cessario (b.1944) is a Domini-
can priest and in 2013 became recipi-
ent of the highest honor of the Order of 
Preachers when it conferred on him its 
Master of Sacred Theology degree. He is 
the longtime professor of systematic theol-
ogy in St John’s Seminary, Brighton. He 
has been our preacher and retreat leader 
many times, mostly recently as preacher 
at Stations and Benediction on March 
22nd, 2019.

NO ONE WANTS TO 
 experience betrayal, espe-

cially when the betrayer is a close 
companion. Betrayal ruptures 
friendship. Friends constantly wish 
each other some good. Friendship 
indeed can only flourish when it is 
based on a shared good thing, like 
the pleasure of visiting a museum, 
or the utility of a valued assistant, 
or – in friendship’s best expression 
– the person who is our friend. The 
betrayer exchanges good for bad, 
and so reveals himself as an enemy, 
not a friend. On the night he was be-
trayed, Jesus confronted his enemy.

As the New Testament makes 
plain, Jesus knew the one who would 
betray him. Still, he washes the feet 
of Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot. 
In this ritual foot washing, Jesus en-
acts his own commandment: I say 
to you, love your enemies... that you 
may be children of your heavenly 
Father (Mt 5:44a, 45a). Jesus also 
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fore, the prohibition, 
rooted in divine law, 
to keep practicing 
homosexual candi-
dates away from the 
priesthood must be 
dropped. Those “en-
lightened” individu-
als place themselves 

above Revelation by wanting to 
free the word of God from prejudice 
against homosexual practice. They 
discriminate against those who are 
not homophile and mercilessly per-
secute them.
The facts and statistics are clear 

for all to see: 80% male victims, 
20% female victims. No doubt 
there is forgiveness before God for 
criminals who repent of their sins. 
But these perpetrators must also 
take responsibility for their actions, 
apologize to the victims, repair the 
damage as far as possible and not 
apologize cheaply as victims of 
clericalism or Church structures. 
Those who use the vague term 
“clericalism” to absolve the perpe-
trators of personal guilt and give 
them the opportunity to pretend to 
be victims of the sacramental struc-
ture not only sin against the victims 
of these crimes, but make God the 
author of evil because God’s Son 
has given spiritual authority to the 
apostles and their successors.
My expectations for the meeting 

are that, finally, the secularization 
of the Church’s thinking and acting 
is recognized as the cause of the un-
precedented decline of Christianity 
in the West.
Rather than adaptation to the main-

stream of a world without God, the 

THE THIRD 
HEIGHT OF  

PERFECTION
THERE YET REMAINS THE 

third, where you shall use 
your utmost endeavour to attain 
such a disposition of spirit that 
you may become one with Me, 
and that your will may become so 
utterly assimilated and conformed 
to my all-perfect will, that not 
only shall you never desire what 
is evil, but you shall not even de-
sire what is good, if it be not ac-
cording to my will; so that what-
ever befall you in the miseries of 
this life, from whatever direction 
it may come, whether in tempo-
ral or in spiritual matters, noth-
ing shall ever disturb your peace 
or trouble your quietness of spirit; 
but you shall be established in a 
firm belief that I, your Almighty 
God, love you with a dearer love 
and take more watchful care of 
you than you can for yourself.
And the more perfectly you aban-
don and resign yourself to me, the 
more I will console you with my 
grace and make you feel my pres-
ence. But you will never reach 
this measure of perfection except 
by a firm, constant and absolute 
denial of self-will.

Saint Catherine of Siena
¶ Saint Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) 
was a very important philosopher and 
theologian. She and St Theresa of Ávila 
were the first women declared Doctor 
of the Church (in 1970). St Catherine’ s 
feast day is Monday, April 29th.
This translation was made by Augusta 
Theodosia Drane, for The History of 
St Catherine (1887). “A.T. Drane” was 
the nom-de-plume of Mother Francis 
Raphael O.S.D.(1823-1894) an English 
convert who was herself an important 
spiritual writer.

THE ROOT CAUSE 
of this evil is disre-

gard for the Sixth Com-
mandment. Without 
chastity, piety and strict 
discipline, priestly life 
cannot succeed. Only he 
who lives according to 
the commandments of 
God can be a good shepherd and a 
model for the flock. When it comes 
to a path toward healing with re-
spect to episcopal accountability, 
some bishops and their propagan-
dists, particularly in Germany and 
the United States, do not want to 
admit at any price that the sin of un-
chastity is the root of the problem. 
They don’t want to know anything 
more about Christ who died because 
of our sins, only to arrive at the zeit-
geist.
They feel as if they are the Church’s 

new founders. The “old Church” 
came from a man 2,000 years ago, 
but the “new Church” comes from 
them, in their image and likeness. 
They defend the group that they 
call “homosexuals,” and especially 
homosexual practice, because they 
believe it is legitimized through hu-
man relationships among these in-
dividuals. But their task should be 
to defend the many good priests, 
the sacramental priesthood and celi-
bacy. They pretend that affections 
for a person of the same sex, and 
the opposite sex, include the right to 
sexual contact.
It has been said that if priests and 

bishops were allowed to practice 
homosexuality with persons over 
18 years of age, boys and young 
men would be protected. There-

THE ROTTEN FRUIT 
OF SECULARIZATION
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NO SALVATION 
EXCEPT IN THE 

CROSS

HE MOUNTED THE CROSS 
 through obedience and died 

on it through obedience. All those 
who are willing to be saved through 
the cross will find salvation there. 
But those who desire to be saved 
without it will perish miserably. 
There is no salvation except in this 
cross. “Ah, miserable ones,” says 
our Savior, “you are asking me to 
descend from this wood that you 
may  believe in me; you want a 
means of redemption  other  than 
the one my Father has ordained 
from all eternity, one foretold by so 
many prophets and announced by 
so many figures. You intend then to 
be saved according to your will and 
not as God wills. That is not right, 
and for it you will die obstinate 
in your sins (cf. Jn 8:21, 24), and 
you will not find any pardon; even 
though the pool is prepared for you, 
you refuse to cast yourself into it. 
Redemption is open and so abun-
dant that it overflows on all sides, 
yet you do not wish to wash your-
self in it!” (cf. Zec 13:1)
Listen to this dear Savior, who cries 
out that he is thirsting for our sal-

salvation of the world through the 
return to God in faith and obedi-
ence is the way to the New Evan-
gelization and renewal of priests, 
and especially of bishops. It is not 
sophisticated managers who are 
needed, but shepherds who give 
their lives — and who also have 
theological formation and deep pi-
ety.

Gerhard Cardinal Müeller
¶ Cardinal Müeller is prefect emeritus of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. This article was translated from 
the original German for publication in 
the National Catholic Register, February 
17-March 2, 2019 edition (Vol. 95, No. 5) 
and is used by permission.

NATIONHOOD 
AS A GIFT 

FROM GOD
IN RECENT TIMES IT HAS 

been fashionable to talk of the 
levelling out of nations, of the dis-
appearance of different races in 
the melting-pot of contemporary 
civilization. I do not agree with 
this opinion ... The disappearance 
of nations would have impover-
ished us no less than if all men had 
become alike, with one personal-
ity and one face. Nations are the 
wealth of mankind, its collective 
personalities; the very least of 
them wears its own special colours 
and bears within itself a special 
facet of divine intention.

Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
¶ Alexander Solzhenitsyn (1918-2008) 
was a Russian Orthodox novelist who won 
the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1970. He 
was exiled from the Soviet Union in 1974 
but later returned to Russia after the fall 
of the Communist state. This excerpt is 
found in Leopold Labedz’s Solzhenitysn: 
a Documentary Record, Baltimore, Pen-
guin, 1974. 

PRIESTLY 
VOCATION

“IT BECAME CLEARER 
 and clearer to me that there 

is more to the priestly vocation 
than enjoying theology, indeed, that 
work in the parish can often lead 
very far away from that and makes 
completely different demands ... 
The Yes to the priesthood meant that 
I had to say Yes to the whole task, 
even in its simplest forms.

“Since I was rather diffident and 
downright unpractical, since I had 
no talent for sports or administration 
or organization, I had to ask myself 
whether I would be able to relate to 
people – whether, for  example, as a 
chaplain I would be able to lead and 
inspire Catholic youth, whether I 
would be capable of giving religious 
instruction to the little ones, whether 
I could get along with the old and 
sick, and so forth. I had to ask my-
self whether I would be ready to do 
that my whole life long and whether 
it was really my vocation.

“Bound up with this was naturally 
the question of whether I would be 
able to remain celibate, unmarried, 
my whole life long.... I often pon-
dered these questions as I walked in 
the beautiful park of Fürstenried and 
naturally in the chapel, until finally 
at my diaconal ordination in the fall 
of 1950 I was able to pronounce a 
convinced Yes.”

Pope Benedict XVI
¶ Pope Benedict XVI was the Supreme Pon-
tiff from 2005 until his resignation in 2013.
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THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Sung Mass 
Fellowship and Coffee in the 

Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE FORM
is celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via the 
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue side 
doors. 

CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius 
against the world,” as our patron saint 
stood firmly for the fullness of the faith. 
Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of 
Saint Athanasius have published this 
paper monthly since 1998. To receive it 
by mail, send your address to the editor, 
Susan Russo, at sjrusso@icloud.com or 
write to Fr. Bradford at the rectory. All 
issues are also on our website.

vation, who awaits and invites us 
to it. “Come,” he says to us, “if 
you wish; for if you do not come, 
you will not find salvation any-
where else.” Why do some ask for 
a redemption other than that of the 
cross? Is the cross not sufficient? 
It is more than sufficient. A single 
tear, a single loving sigh from this 
Sacred Heart could have redeemed 
millions of thousands of sinful hu-
man and angelic natures. Neverthe-
less, he did not redeem us with just 
a single sigh, just a single tear, but 
with many, many, labors and pains, 
with all his precious Blood out-
poured.

Saint Francis de Sales
¶ St Francis de Sales (1567-1622) was 
Bishop of Geneva and known for his gen-
tle approach to the religious divisions re-
sulting from the Protestant Reformation. 
His motto was “He who preaches with 
love, preaches effectively.” Francis was 
declared a Doctor of the Church in 1877.

PROTECTING 
THE RIGHT OF 
FREE SPEECH

IN 2015 THE CALIFORNIA 
 Legislature passed into state law 

the Reproductive Freedom, Ac-
countability, Comprehensive Care, 
and Transparency Act (FACT Act 
for short) which required pro-life 
pregnancy centers to give clients 
notice that California has public 
programs providing free or low-
cost abortions. The law required 
these centers to provide a phone 
number to clients so they may call 
to inquire if they qualify for these 
programs. A group of pro-life preg-
nancy centers sued the state of 
California claiming a violation of 

their right to free speech. The dis-
trict court found in favor of the state 
and this was affirmed by the Ninth 
Circuit Court. On June 26, 2018, 
by a 5-4 vote, the Supreme Court, 
in NIFLA v. Becerra, ruled against 
the law, holding that such notice 
requirements likely violate the free 
speech clause.

Justice Anthony Kennedy, who an-
nounced his retirement the very 
next day, filed a brief concurring 
opinion with this rebuke of the Cal-
ifornia legislature.

The California Legislature in-
cluded in its official history the 
congratulatory statement that 
the Act was part of California’s 
legacy of “forward thinking.” ... 
But it is not forward thinking to 
force individuals to “be an instru-
ment for fostering public adher-
ence to an ideological point of 
view [they] fin[d] unacceptable.” 
... It is forward thinking to begin 
by reading the First Amendment 
as ratified in 1791; to understand 
the history of authoritarian gov-
ernment as the Founders then 
knew it; to confirm that history 
since then shows how relentless 
authoritarian regimes are in their 
attempts to stifle free speech; and 
to carry those lessons onward as 
we seek to preserve and teach the 
necessity of freedom of speech 
for the generations to come. Gov-
ernments must not be allowed to 
force persons to express a mes-
sage contrary to their deepest 
convictions. Freedom of speech 
secures freedom of thought and 
belief. This law imperils those 
liberties.

¶ Material  for this article came from the National Cath-
olic Bioethics Quarterly, Autumn, 2018 issue. Used by 
permission.
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10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 02467 (for GPS)
Directions by Car: From the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route 9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. The park-
ing lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C branch.


