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THROUGH THEIR WORD
IF TODAY’S GOSPEL 

 at Mass [Thursday 
in the Seventh Week of 
Easter] sounds familiar, 
that is because you also 
heard it last Sunday 
at Mass. It contains 
a prayer of Our Lord 
Jesus which is found 
on the letterhead and 
in the direction manual 
of every Christian 
ecumenical office. It is 
Our Lord’s prayer “that 
they may all be one.”

The trouble is this 
is a truncated form of 
Christ’s actual prayer, 
and therefore does 
not give the Lord’s 
complete thought. (In that regard 
it is much like the often dumb-
downed John 3:16 you see on poster 
boards in football stadiums, and in 
Catholic missals and prayer books. 
“Whosoever believeth in him shall 
not perish but have everlasting 
life.” Shall not perish gets left out! 
And that changes what is on offer 
from the Heavenly Father.) In John 
17:21, if the prayer of Jesus was 
simply “that they may all be one” 
then it is right to pursue the work 
for Christian unity at the price of 

Catholic faith and practice. That 
is in fact what even some Catholic 
ecumenists do. Beware of anyone 
who truncates Bible passages! 
People who do that should revisit 
Revelation 22.

But according to St John’s 
Gospel, Our Lord said, “I pray not 
only for these, but also for those 
who will believe in Me through 
their word, so that they may all be 
one.” And who are those for whom 
Christ prayed that through their 

word others will believe 
in Him? The answer is 
that they are the apostles, 
and, we may reasonably 
add, the Seventy and 
other followers of Christ 
like Mary Magdalene,  
Lazarus, and his sisters.

These people were in 
communion, and since 
their communion was 
with the apostles, it was 
an apostolic communion. 
And since one of these 
apostles was St Peter, 

who already in the gospels 
was seen as exercising 
a primacy among the 
apostles, we can say it 
was the Lord’s prayer 

that through the word of those in 
communion with Peter all would be 
one.

Christ’s prayer for oneness among 
Christians does not provide for some 
vague reunion to be agreed upon by 
future denominations! His is a prayer 
for His Catholic Church, that through 
her: through her doctrine, discipline, 
and worship, all may be one.

Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of Ávila 
Church, West Roxbury, on May 20, 2010.

The Apostles, before they parted, gathered together in Jerusa-
lem in the year 50 or 51 in what is called the first Council of the 
Church. The Apostles’ Creed was not named that because it was 
formulated by the Apostles, but rather because it contains a sum-
mary of the principal truths taught by them.
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When we celebrate the feast in our 
own  day,  what path are we to take? 
As we draw near to this feast, who  is 
to be our guide? Beloved, it must be 
none other than the one whom you 
will address with me as our Lord Je-
sus Christ. He says: I am the way. 
As  blessed John tells us: it is Christ 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
It is he who purifies our souls, as the 
prophet Jeremiah says: Stand upon 
the ways; look and see which is the 
good path, and you will find in  it  the  
way of  amendment for your souls.

In former times the blood of goats 
and the ashes of a calf were sprinkled 
on those who were unclean, but they 
were able to purify only the body. 
Now  through the grace of God’s 
Word everyone is made abundantly 
clean. If we follow Christ closely we 
shall be allowed, even on this earth, 
to stand as it were on the threshold 
of the heavenly Jerusalem, and enjoy 
the contemplation of that everlasting 
feast, like the blessed apostles, who 
in following the Savior as their lead-
er, showed, and still show, the way to 
obtain the same gift from God. They  
said: See, we have left all things  and  
followed you. We too follow the 
Lord, and we keep his feast by deeds 
rather than by words.

Saint Athanasius
¶ This is an excerpt taken from an Easter 
sermon. Saint Gregory Nazianzen called 
Saint Athanasius “the pillar of the Church.”

WHAT PATH ARE WE TO TAKE?
THE WORD WHO BECAME 

all things for us is close to us, 
our Lord Jesus Christ who prom-
ises to remain with us always. He 
cries out, saying: See, I am with you 
all the days of this age. He is him-
self the shepherd, the high priest, 
the way and the door, and has  be-
come  all  things at once for us. In 
the same way, he has come  among  
us as our feast and holy day as 
well. The blessed Apostle says of 
him who was awaited: Christ has 
been  sacrificed as our Passover. 
It was Christ who shed his light 
on the psalmist as he prayed: You 
are my joy, deliver me from those 
surrounding me. True joy, genuine 
festival, means the casting out of  
wickedness. To  achieve  this one 
must live a life of perfect good-
ness and, in the serenity of the fear 
of God, practice contemplation in 
one’s heart.

This was the way of the saints, 
who in their lifetime and at every 
stage of life rejoiced as at a feast. 
Blessed David, for example, not 
once but seven times rose at night 
to win God’s favor through  prayer.  
The  great Moses was full of joy 
as he sang God’s praises in hymns 
of victory for the defeat of Pha-
raoh  and  the oppressors  of the 
Hebrew people. Others had hearts 
filled always with gladness as they 
performed their sacred duty of wor-
ship, like the great Samuel and the 
blessed Elijah. Because of their 
holy lives they gained freedom, 
and now keep festival in heaven. 
They rejoice after their pilgrimage 
in shadows, and now distinguish 
the reality from the promise.

ST ATHANASIUS
PATRONAL FEAST

Thursday, May 2, 2019
7:30 PM

Solemn Mass & Sermon
A reception will follow the service

SUMMER ALTAR 
FLOWERS

Our sign up for summer al-
tar flowers begins with Memo-
rial Day weekend, with flow-
ers needed for Sundays in June 
through September. You may 
bring arrangements from your 
garden or florist. We require two 
larger arrangements for the high 
altar, or one or two smaller vases 
for the Marian altar, whichever 
you prefer. But be sure to sign up 
for a summer Sunday.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to our acolyte and 
schola crew and to organist Jim 
Reedy for their participation in all 
the Holy Week services, and espe-
cially to Deacon Michael Connolly, 
Kevin McDermott, and Steve Ca-
vanaugh who joined Father Brad-
ford for the singing of the St John 
Passion on Good Friday.

Ñ Many thanks also to those who 
contributed to the Easter flower 
fund, to Fr & Mrs Bradford for 
decorating the Altar of Repose, and 
to those who participated in our 
Lenten Coin Folder appeal.

Ñ Congratulations to Rachel 
Wakefield who was received and 
confirmed at the Easter Vigil this 
year. A surprise celebratory recep-
tion was held in her honor after the 
Mass. Rachel and Marco Vargas 
are preparing to be united in Holy 
Matrimony during the summer.

Ñ A year’s-mind Mass will be of-
fered for Abbot Gabriel Gibbs, 
OSB on Saturday, May 4th. Mass is 
at 8 AM at the Marian altar in St 
Theresa’s Church.

Ñ Many thanks to Kevin McDer-
mott for producing lovely posters 
and fliers promoting our Lenten 
services and evensongs. These 
posters help us get the word out 
into the community about our spe-
cial offerings.

Ñ Please continue to remember 
Bishop Richard Lennon in your 
prayers. He became Bishop of 
Cleveland on May 15, 2006 and 
had to resign for health reasons in 
2018. Bishop Lennon was our first 
chaplain.

MARY’S MONTH
Ñ Pentecost is June 9th. We need 
readers for the Aets 2:1-11 Lesson 
to be read in foreign languages. 
Please contact Steve Cavanaugh if 
you can volunteer.

Ñ Feast Days in May: SS Philip 
and James on Friday May 3rd, St 
Matthias on Tuesday, May 14th, 
and The Visitation on Friday, May 
31st. Masses in St Theresa of Ávila 
Church are at 6:45 AM and 4:00 
PM.

Ñ Common Sense Catholicism by 
Bill Donohue is a new title in the 
Ignatius Press catalogue. It is 291 
pages long and is listed at $18.95. 
Mr Donohue is the longtime head of 
the Catholic League and a staunch 
defender of the Catholic Faith.

ORDINATIONS TO 
THE PRIESTHOOD

Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
 Saturday, May 18, 2019 10:00 AM
Among the ordinands are two men 
who have participated in our servic-
es, Corey Basset-Tirrell and Brian 
O’Hanlon. Blessings and prayers to 
all who will be ordained to the Sa-
cred Priesthood.

YOU ALL KNOW ABOUT 
the merry month of May. It is 

actually the Mary Month of May 
and was Mary’s month long be-
fore the florists and greeting card  
people  invented  Mother’s  Day. 
Recommended special intentions 
for your prayers this month:
May 1-7 for all girls and young 
women 
May 8-14 for mothers and grand-
mothers 
May 15-21 for expectant mothers
May 22-31 for working women and 
Christian witness among women
We pay special honor to the 

Blessed Virgin because she is  the 
Mother of God, and our Mother. 
God has exalted her above all oth-
er creatures. Her intercession is 
more powerful with God than that 
of any other saint. No man refuses 
his mother a favor; so God does not 
refuse any request of Mary. Christ 
even worked his first miracle in ad-
vance of His time, because Mary 
asked Him. Let us all love and hon-
or the Blessed Virgin, for she is our 
Mother, whom Christ Himself gave 
us from the cross.
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THE SISTINE 
Chapel in 

Rome may well be 
the most extraor-
dinary room in the 
world. Millions of 
people come here 
every year to ad-
mire the beauty of 
the chapel’s deco-
ration: the ceiling 
frescoes and Last 
Judg ment of Mi-
chelangelo; the 
scenes from  the 
life of Christ and 
the life of Moses that rim the cha-
pel walls, painted by such masters 
as Botticelli, Ghirlandaio, Pe-
rugino; Pinturicchio, and Signo-
relli. It’s usually a very busy place.

Even if you come here during 
the height of the tourist season, 
you may notice a curiosity-when 
tourists enter the Sistine Chapel, 
the buzz that usually surrounds 
tour groups often fades away, if 
only briefly. People are stunned 
into silence, or at least something 
approaching silence. Is that a re-
action to the magnifi cence of the 
frescoes’ colors, which, since their 
restora tion, are far bolder than any  
photograph can convey. Are visi-
tors awestruck at the human genius 
that could produce such painting? I 
suspect the answer is yes to both.

But let me suggest that something 
else—something more—is going 
on here. A great travel writer, H. V. 
Morton, once said that “a visit to 
Rome is not a matter of rediscov-
ery, but of remembrance.” That’s 
what the Sistine Chapel does to 

visitors: it touches 
deeply rooted (and 
sometimes deeply 
buried) cultural and 
spiritual memories 
and intuitions. Peo-
ple are awestruck in 
the Sistine Chapel 
because, through 
the frescoes and 
what they arouse 
deep within us, this 
has become another 
border-land between 
the human and the 
divine.

Viewed one by one, in a picture 
book, Michelangelo’s frescoes can 
seem overwhelming, even fright-
ening, in their sheer physicality. 
Yet here in the Sistine Chapel, this 
painted architecture in which lu-
minous, brilliant; color is married 
to grand and inspiring form has an 
evocativeness and spiritual trans-
parency about it. No matter what 
their religious disposition (or lack 
thereof), those who visit the Sistine 
Chapel can’t help sensing that its 
beauty is a kind of window into the 
truth about the human—and about 
the yearning for  the transcendent 
that is built into us.

That instinct is right. And that’s 
because this shrine to the beauty 
of the  human body is a privileged 
place of encounter with the beauty 
of God. The two go together.

George Weigel
¶ This excerpt is taken from Letters to a  
Young Catholic, New York: Basic Books, 
2004. George Weigel (b. 1951) is a Catho-
lic author, political analyst, and social ac-
tivist. He is the Distinguished Senior Fel-
low of the Ethics and Public Policy Center.

WHEN MARY HEARD  
that Elizabeth was six 

months along to childbirth, she 
left her village and hastened 
through  the hills, to be with her 
in time of need. It’s what wom-
en have always done—what my 
wife’s mother did when we were 
expecting our first child. Word 
must have gotten round to Eliza-
beth, too, because their meeting 
is charged with excitement. And 
baby John, prophet from the be-
ginning, makes for the first time 
that gesture for which we know 
him: Behold, the Lamb of God! 
(Jn 1:29).

How does Mary speak? She’s  
a prophetess herself, and a poet. 
That’s what her Magnificat is, a 
poem. How would Saint Luke have 
heard it? How else, but by Mary 
herself: she repeated it to him, 
because she was its composer, 
and she had it by heart. I have my 
son’s baby shoe on the dashboard 
of my truck. Wouldn’t a mother 
have her own poem? We know it 
by its first word in the Latin trans-
lation: Magnificat. That’s what we 
should be doing at all times, in joy 
and sorrow, when we praise and 
when we petition, when we are 
filled with life, and when we near 
the shores of death. We enjoy the 
great gift of praise, which even in 
human affairs ennobles the giver. 
It is Mary’s keepsake, too.

Anthony Esolen
¶ Dr Esolen is a writer, social commen-
tator, and professor of English Renais-
sance and classical literature in Thomas 
More College of Liberal Arts in Merri-
mack, New Hampshire. This article ap-
peared in Magnificat magazine and is 
used by permission.

THE VISIBLE INVISIBLE BLESSED MARY 
THE POET
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I  AM THE GOOD SHEPERD. 
I know my own—by which I 

mean; I love them—and my own 
know me. In plain words those 
who love me are willing to follow 
me, for anyone who does not love 
the truth has not yet come to know 
it.

My dear brethren, you have 
heard the test we pas tors have to 
undergo. Turn now to consider 
how these words of our Lord im-
ply a test for yourselves·also. Ask 
yourselves whether you belong 
to his flock, whether you know 
him, whether the light of his truth 
shines in your minds. I assure you 
that it is not by faith that you will 
come to know him, but by love; 
not by mere conviction, but by 
action. John the evangelist is my 
authority for this statement. He 
tells us that anyone who claims 
to know God without keeping his 
command ments is a liar.

Consequently, the Lord immedi-
ately adds: As the Father knows 
me and I know the Father; and 
I lay down my life for my sheep. 
Clearly he means that laying 
down his life for his sheep gives 
evidence of his knowledge of the 
Father and the Father’s knowl-
edge of him. In other words, by 
the love with which he dies for his 
sheep he shows how greatly he 
loves his Father.

Again he says: My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them; they 
follow me, and I give them eter-
nal life. Shortly before this he 
had declared: If anyone enters the 
sheepfold through me he shall be 

saved; he shall go freely in and out 
and shall find good pasture. He will 
enter into a life of faith; from faith 
he will go out to vision, from belief 
to contemplation, and will graze in 
the good pastures of everlasting life.

So our Lord’s sheep will finally 
reach their grazing ground where 
all who follow him in simplicity 
of heart will feed on the green pas-
tures of eternity. These pas tures are 
the spiritual joys of heaven. There 
the elect look upon the face of God 
with unclouded vision and feast at 
the banquet of life for ever more.

Beloved brothers, let us set out for 
these pastures where we shall keep 
joyful festival with so many of our 
fellow citizens. May the thought of 
their happiness urge us on! Let us. 
stir up our hearts; rekindle our faith, 
and long eagerly for what heaven 
has in store for us. To love thus is 
to be already on our way. No mat-
ter what obstacles we encounter, we 
must not allow them to turn us aside 
from the joy of that heavenly feast. 
Anyone who is determined to reach 
his destination is not de terred by 
the roughness of the road that leads 
to it. Nor must we allow the charm 
of success to seduce us, or we shall 
be like a foolish traveler who is so 
distracted by the pleasant meadows 
through which he is passing that he 
forgets where he is going.

Saint Gregory the Great
¶ Saint Gregory the Great was Holy Father 
from 590 to 604. His writings as Pope were 
more prolific than those of any of his prede-
cessors. This passage is taken from a ser-
mon on Christ the Good Shepherd. “Good 
Shepherd Sunday” is May 12th this year.

KEEPING THE JOYFUL FESTIVAL SOLEMN 
EVENSONG & 
BENEDICTION

THE FIFTH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER 
May 19, 2019

5:00 PM
A reception will follow this service

VIGIL MASS OF  
THE ASCENSION

Wednesday, May 29, 2019
7:30 PM

Holy Day of Obligation

ASCENSION DAY
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THE OPPORTUNITY TO REPENT

LET US FIX OUR 
 attention on the 

blood of Christ and rec-
ognise how precious it is 
to God his Father, since 
it was shed for our sal-
vation and brought the 
grace of repentance to 
all the world.

If we review the vari-
ous ages of history, we 
will see that in every 
generation the Lord 
has offered the oppor-
tunity of repentance to 
any who were willing 
to turn to him. When 
Noah preached God´s 
message of repentance, 
all who listened to him were saved. 
Jonah told the Ninevites they were 
going to be destroyed, but when 
they repented, their prayers gained 
God´s forgiveness for their sins, and 
they were saved, even though they 
were not of God´s people.

Under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, the ministers of God´s grace 
have spoken of repentance; indeed, 
the Master of the whole universe 
himself spoke of repentance with an 
oath: As I live, says the Lord, I do 
not wish the death of the sinner but 
his repentance. He added this evi-
dence of his goodness: House of Is-
rael, repent of your wickedness. Tell 
the sons of my people: If their sins 
should reach from earth to heaven, 
if they are brighter than scarlet and 
blacker than sackcloth, you need 
only turn to me with your whole 
heart and say, “Father,” and I will 

listen to you as a holy people.

In other words, God wanted all 
his beloved ones to have the oppor-
tunity to repent and he confirmed 
this desire by his own almighty 
will. That is why we should obey 
his sovereign and glorious will and 
prayerfully entreat his mercy and 
kindness. We should be suppliant 
before him and turn to his compas-
sion, rejecting empty works and 
quarrelling and jealousy which only 
lead to death.

Brothers, we should be humble in 
mind, putting aside all arrogance, 
pride and foolish anger. Rather, we 
should act in accordance with the 
Scriptures, as the Holy Spirit says: 
The wise man must not glory in his 
wisdom nor the strong man in his 
strength nor the rich man in his 
riches. Rather, let him who glories 

glory in the Lord by seek-
ing him and doing what is 
right and just. Recall espe-
cially what the Lord Jesus 
said when he taught gentle-
ness and forbearance. Be 
merciful, he said, so that 
you may have mercy shown 
to you. Forgive, so that you 
may be forgiven. As you 
treat others, so you will be 
treated. As you give, so you 
will receive. As you judge, 
so you will be judged. As 
you are kind to others, so 
you will be treated kindly. 
The measure of your giving 
will be the measure of your 
receiving.

Let these commandments 
and precepts strengthen us to live 
in humble obedience to his sacred 
words. As Scripture asks: Whom 
shall I look upon with favour ex-
cept the humble, peaceful man who 
trembles at my words?

Sharing then in the heritage of so 
many vast and glorious achieve-
ments, let us hasten toward the 
goal of peace, set before us from 
the beginning. Let us keep our 
eyes firmly fixed on the Father and 
Creator of the whole universe, and 
hold fast to his splendid and tran-
scendent gifts of peace and all his 
blessings.

Pope Saint Clement
¶ St Clement (d.c.100) followed Sts. Peter, 
Linus, and Cletus as Bishop of Rome. He 
is primarily known for his Epistle to the 
Corinthians, written c. 96, of which this is 
an excerpt. In England, St Clement is the 
patron of Trinity House, the government 
authority for lighthouses and lightships.
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THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Sung Mass 
Fellowship and Coffee in the 

Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE FORM
is celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via the 
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue side 
doors. 

CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius 
against the world,” as our patron saint 
stood firmly for the fullness of the faith. 
Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of 
Saint Athanasius have published this 
paper monthly since 1998. To receive it 
by mail, send your address to the editor, 
Susan Russo, at sjrusso@icloud.com or 
write to Fr. Bradford at the rectory. All 
issues are also on our website.

SAINT PHILIP SAW 
THE FATHER

IN A FAMOUS REPLY TO 
 the apostle Philip, The Lord Je-

sus said,”Have I been with you so 
long, and yet you do not know me, 
Philip? He who has seen me has 
seen the Father.” (John 14:9)
When Plato says that it is ‘diffi-

cult to see the Maker and Father of 
the universe’, we Christians agree 
with him. And yet he can be seen; 
for it is written, ‘Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see 
God’ (Matt. 5.8). Moreover, he 
who is the image of the invisible 
God has said, ‘He who has seen 
me has seen the Father.’
No one of intelligence would 

claim that Jesus was here referring 
merely to his physical body which 
was visible to everyone. No: he 
meant that he is the only-begotten 
divine Son of God, the ‘first-born of 
all creation’ (Col. 1.15), the Word 
made flesh; and so anyone who 
sees the image of the invisible God 
will in this way come to know the 
Maker and Father of the universe. 
                                            Origen
¶ Origen (c.184-253) was a scholar and 
prolific writer whose treatise On the First 
Principles laid the foundation of system-
atic Christian theology. The quote above 
is from his last (248 AD) work, Against 
Celsus, widely considered the most impor-
tant work of early Christian apologetics.

POSTURE IN 
PRAYER

BY THIS ACTION CHRIST 
our Master teaches us how in 

prayer we ought to use gestures by 
which the mind may be moved and 
uplifted, as we raise our eyes above, 
and join our hands, and bend our 
knees, using outward actions. Not 
that these outward signs make our 
prayer more effectual with God, for 
God is a searcher of hearts and he 
is not moved by outward signs. But 
these actions are done, or ought to 
be done, so that you may know that 
body and soul are united in prayer: 
for through the outer outward ac-
tions the body is conformed to the 
soul; and also that you, on your side, 
ought to help yourself to the utmost 
of your power; and then God will 
help you too. For he inspires you, 
and you ought to recognize his inspi-
rations, and help yourself by follow-
ing them; and you ought not to pray 
for yourself only, but for others also.

Saint Bernardino
¶ Saint Bernardino of Siena (1380-1444) 
was a famous preacher in his own lifetime 
and is often called “The Apostle of Italy.”  
This excerpt is taken from a collection of his 
works originally published  in 1745. Saint 
Bernardino was preaching on John 11:41: 
“Jesus raised his eyes to heaven.”

MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 27, 2019

Check your local community for 
Memorial Day Masses.

St Theresa of Ávila Parish offers 
Memorial Day Masses in  

St Joseph’s and Mt Benedict 
Cemeteries at 10:00 AM.

Fr Bradford will be the celebrant at Mt Benedict.
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 02467 (for GPS)
Directions by Car: From the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route 9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. The park-
ing lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C branch.


