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O

HEAVEN ON EARTH

NE CAN PARSE THE
traditional Our Father
(Pater noster) as beginning
with an appellative direct address (Our Father) and an attributive relative clause (who/
which art in heaven), followed
by three petitions in a coherent
first half.
The third of these petitions (thy
will be done) seems to conclude with a composite prepositional phrase (on/in earth, as
it is in heaven).
But, unfortunately, our traditional English translation does
not serve our proper understanding of what the original
text conveys.

Wulfila’s Gothic (4th century)
puts heaven before earth:
swe in himana
jah ana airþai
Tatian’s Old High German (ca
0830) does the same:
so her in himile ist
so si her in erdu
As do the Northumbrian Lindisfarne gloss (ca 0950) and the
Mercian Rushworth gloss (ca
0980):
suæ is in heofne
ond in eorðo
swa swa on on heofune
swilce on eorþe

We lack a Galilean Aramaic or
Hebrew version of the Lord’s
Pater Noster in the Visigothic Rite
Prayer, and our New Testament
sicut in cælo
version relies on the New Testaet in terra
ment Greek and its translation into
the Latin Vulgate (Mat 06.09ff), Our traditional English version
and even here we fall amiss in our reverses the order of heaven and
earth, making ‘on earth’ the prinfirst reading.
The phrase in question translates cipal modifier of ‘thy will be done’
and adds an ‘it is’ which does not
literally as:
appear in the Greek or Latin.2
as in heaven
so/also on earth
How could this have come about?
hós en ouranōi
2 The AV (King James version) properly
kai epi gēs1
1 ὡς ἐν οὐρανῷ καὶ ἐπὶ γῆς

Thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven

italicizes “it is” to indicate the editorial
addition

But then in Ælfric’s homily on
the Our Father (ca 0991) and in
the West Saxon gospels (ca 1000)
we find earth before heaven:
Seo ðin wylla on eorðan
swa swa on heofenum
gewuþe þin willa on eorðan
swa swa on heofonum
and then the earth–heaven pattern
has become set in English:
Þi wille in herþe
als in heuene be don
Cotton Cleopatra B (ca 1250)
Be þi wille don in herþe
as it is doun in heuene
Wycliffe (late14th century)
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Thy will be fulfilled, as well
in erth
as it ys in heven
Tyndale, 1534
An Alemannic 8th century gospel
catechism (St Gallen) puts heaven first, as did the Tatian (above):
uuerde uuillo diin
so in himile sosa in erdu
And even though the Luther Bible
of 1534 puts earth in first position
Dein wille geschehe
auff erden wie im himel
all German versions, Catholic
and Protestant now present the
original heaven-earth order:
Dein Wille geschehe,
wie im Himmel,
also auch/so auf Erden/auf
der Erde
The other ancient Christian traditions such as Armenian or Slavic,
also keep the heaven–earth order.
Part of the earth-heaven order
seems to arise in linking on
earth with be done whereas, in
fact, neither the original Greek
(genēthētō to thelēma sou)3 nor
the Latin (fiat voluntas tua) are
quite as concerned with ‘doing’
as with ‘happening.’ Our Blessed
Lord utters this same phrase at
the beginning of His passion in
the garden of Gethsemane (Mat
26.42), and these are also in the
first words of Creation (Gen
01.03)
Let there be light.
Genēthētō phōs
Fiat lux
The Latin verb fio, fieri ‘become
can function, to be sure, also as
3 γενηθήτω τὸ θέλημά ςου

a passive to the verb facio, facere ‘do’, but in this context and
given the parallel Greek verb
(genesthō) the clear emphasis
lies on ‘happening, coming to
pass, becoming’ rather than on
‘doing’ and ‘being done.’ But a
misconstruing of fiat in the Latin
led some translators and commentators down a slippery path.
I am not going to suggest “retranslating” the Our Father in
English. The current controversy about lead us not into temptation has already stirred up that
pot.4 But I do suggest a very
close reflection about what we
are saying when and how we recite those first three petitions.
Just as we use a type of ellipsis
(conjunction reduction) in English when we say Bill and John
and Mary went to the party to
stand for an unnecessarily wordy
Bill went to the party, and John
went to the party, and Mary went
to the party, so what if the appendage to the third petition applies to all three petitions?

thy will be done
(as in heaven, so on earth)
Then, even keeping the current
phrasing and allowing with a
light pause for the sense of the
elliptical prepositional phrase,
even though not spoken the
first two times:
hallowed be thy name
(on earth as it is in heaven)
thy kingdom come
(on earth as it is in heaven)
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven
Dcn Michael J. Connolly
¶ The Revd Deacon Michael J. Connolly
is incardinated as Archdeacon in the
Armenian Catholic Eparchy of Our
Lady of Nareg in the United States
and Canada. He teaches linguistics
in Boston College and frequently
assists at our Masses. His most recent
contribution to Contra Mundum was
in July.

First, with the literal phrasing:
hallowed be thy name
(as in heaven, so on earth)
thy kingdom come
(as in heaven, so on earth)
4 Lead us not into temptation is a
perfectly good and correct translation
of the Latin and the Greek. One should
consider that temptation can not only
be passive ‘being tempted’ but also
active ‘testing, putting to the test’ as the
Israelites did in the desert, putting God
to the test.
More on that some other time and on
yet another alternate interpretation
many Anglicans will remember from the
sixties: ‘Do not bring us to the time of
trial’ (at the parousia).

THE FEAST OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION
OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST
Tuesday, August 6, 2019
Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 PM
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Condolences of the parish go
to Jim Reedy and Paula Reedy
on the death of their sister Carol
in mid June. And to parishioner
Sheila Jillson on the death of her
mother Mabel on June 24th. May
they rest in peace.
Ñ Parishioner Arthur Swanberg,
whose funeral Mass was offered
in St Theresa's Church on June
7th, has left a bequest to the Archdiocese of Boston in honor of
Father Bradford and to be used
by the parishes he has served, St
Theresa's and St Athanasius.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass for parishioner Helen Smith was offered
in St Theresa of Ávila Church
on Friday, July 12th at 2:30 PM.
And a year’s-mind Mass was of-

fered for Fr George G. Greenway, Jr., on Saturday, July 20th.
Ñ A month’s-mind Mass for parishioner Philip Crotty was offered on Saturday, July 13th.
Ñ The parish paper, Contra Mundum, is now 22 years old. The
current editor is Susan Russo.
The past editors are David Burt
and Steve Cavanaugh.
Ñ Many thanks to Corrine Paige
for arranging details for a parish
cookout that we enjoyed after
Mass on Sunday, June 30th, and
to John Covert who did much of
the grilling.
Ñ Saturday Mass in the Ordinariate form is offered at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St Theresa
of Ávila Church, West Roxbury.
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THE GROWTH
OF THE
ORDINARIATE

“I

’M DELIGHTED TO BE
with you tonight. The Ordinariate is a precious gift from
Pope Benedict XVI to the entire
Church. It is first and foremost
an act of genuine ecumenism.
It allows former Anglicans to
bring important parts of their
great treasury of music, liturgy, and spirituality with them
into the Catholic Church. Now,
when Anglicans enter the Catholic Church, they have generously been given the means
to maintain important parts of
their patrimony and so feel fully
at home. The beauty of Anglican liturgies will also strengthen the Catholic Church and the
unity it provides will strengthen
Christianity.”
The influx of so many former
Anglican clergy is likely to have
a profound and long-term effect
on the Catholic Church in this
country in ways that perhaps we
do not yet fully appreciate. That
is why Pope Benedict’s decision to establish the Ordinariate was not only of ecumenical
importance but a prophetic gesture. I wish the Ordinariate well
and hope it continues to thrive”
Jacob Rees-Mogg, MP

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Thursday, August 15, 2019
Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 PM
Holy day of obligation

¶ These remarks were made at a
June 14, 2018 reception and dinner in London, and published in the
2018 Autumn/Winter edition (Issue
10) of the Friends of the Ordinariate
U.K magazine. Jacob Rees-Mogg is a
well-known Catholic and Conservative Member of Parliament for North
East Somerset.
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T

SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN

HE GOSPEL
for to d a y (Matthew
18:21-19:1) is about a
prime law of Christianity:
the duty of forgiveness.
When we study the character of Our Lord Jesus in
prayer and meditation for
imitation, His grace produces growth in our own
ability to forgive.

he could now in Jesus’
Name offer the same to
others: forgiveness and
restoration.
Then after many years,
with the Apostle growing in grace and carrying the Cross in a daily
life of witness and imitation of the Master, Peter could tell his hearers
to follow the Lord even
in suffering wrongfully.
The First Epistle of Peter is shot through with
such advice.

Saint Peter is our model. In the New Testament
we can contrast his original question to Our Lord
about forgiveness, then
check in on him in The
Acts of the Apostles, and
finally, years later, in the
writings of his own First
Epistle of Peter. What
progress we can see!
At the outset, St Peter realizes
the principle of forgiveness but
cannot understand the application. When Moses said “an eye
for an eye” Almighty God was
putting a check on unlimited revenge. This was a great advance:
letting the punishment fit the
crime. But as in so many areas,
Our Lord Jesus raised the standard: from ideas of punishment
to forgiveness. St Peter understood that part of it. But how to
apply it? Peter suggested that, in
an extreme case, we might forgive seven times. And this was a
wonderful and praiseworthy attempt to follow the new teaching
of the Master! But forgiveness
was a new category, and Peter
had difficulty in his own heart

converting the teaching into application.
What a difference in Peter after the Death and Resurrection
of Christ. Initially Peter denied
his Lord, and then at that miracle breakfast by the seashore
was forgiven and restored by the
Risen Christ. After the gift of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost we then
see Peter in action! When he had
convinced his Jewish hearers
of their involvement in Christ’s
death, they asked him what they
should do. Peter replied: “repent
and be baptized, and you too
shall receive the Holy Spirit.”
What the Jews had done is what
Peter had done. And as he had
been forgiven and restored so

We are like Peter. Each
follower of Jesus Christ
must learn to forgive
through the growth of
Christ’s life in us. It isn’t
enough to be familiar
with forgiveness as a fundamental
principle. That is where Peter was
before Easter and Pentecost and
the rest of his life. It is by penitence that like Peter we learn to
forgive.
The forgiven sinner is on the way
to forgiving others. As our hearts
grow in forgiveness, as we realize
more of God’s merciful kindness
to us, we become more ready to
forgive. And the Lord’s Prayer becomes a reality of Christian life:
“forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive the trespasses of others.”
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of
Ávila Church on Thursday, August 12,
2010.
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OUR PILGRIM’S BLESSING

E

VERY YEAR
THOUsands of pilgrims start on
their way to Santiago de Compostella at Roncevalles. Our parishioner Steven Hardy made the
pilgrimage during July this year.
Before his departure, Fr Bradford
bestowed the Pilgrim’s Blessing
upon Steven at Sunday Mass.
THE PILGRIM’S BLESSING
OF RONCEVALLES
O GOD, Who brought thy servant Abraham out from Ur of the
Chaldees and didst succour him
in all his wanderings, and wast
also Guide to thy people Israel
in the desert: we beseech thee
to watch over thy servant STEVEN who, for love of thy Name,
makes pilgrimage to Compostela. Be his companion on the
journey; his guide at cross-roads;
a strength in weariness; a defense
in danger; a shelter from storm;
a shade against the heat; a light
in darkness; a comforter in discouragement; and grant him such
firmness of intention, that, by
means of thy guidance, he might
achieve his desire and reach his
journey’s end in all health and

safety; and then, enriched with
graces and virtues, that he might
return safely to those who now lament his absence, being filled with
salutary and lasting joy. Through
Jesus Christ thy Son, Who liveth
and reigneth with thee in the unity
of the Holy Ghost, ever one God,
now and forever. Now may the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost,
descend on thee. Amen.
MAY THE LORD be thine inseparable companion on thy pilgrimage, directing thy steps with
His approval. Amen.
MAY OUR LADY grant thee
her maternal protection, defending thee from every danger, both
spiritual and worldly; and mayest
thou so conduct thy pilgrimage as
to merit its completion under the
safety of her mantle. Amen.
MAY RAFAEL, the Archangel,
accompany thee on thy pilgrimage even as he accompanied Tobias, to the prevention of every
injury and obstacle. Amen.
¶ Thanks to Kevin McDermott who prepared the blessing prayer for our use at
Mass.

G

OD WILLING, RACHEL
Wakefield and Marco Vargas will be united in Holy Matrimony at a Nuptial Mass to be
celebrated on August 10, 2019 in
Holy Family Church, Woonsocket, Rhode Island. Prayers and
best wishes to this fine couple.

SUMMER ALTAR
FLOWERS

Our summer altar flower chart
is available for sign up and may
be found on Sundays at the coffee hour. Choose any dates appropriate for family anniversaries, etc. Two arrangements of a
substantial size are needed for the
high altar. If you prefer, sign up
for one smaller arrangement for
the Marian altar. Or both! Flowers may be from your local florist or your own garden, and you
may take them home after Mass.
But be sure to sign up to avoid
dup;ication of flowers one week
and none the next. Please indicate
high altar, Marian alar, or both.

Page 6					Contra Mundum

A

TO PRAY FOR ALL MEN

BOVE ALL,
he who preaches peace and unity
did not want us to
pray by ourselves in
private, or for ourselves alone. We do
not say "My Father,
who art in heaven,"
nor "Give me this
day my daily bread.”
It is not for himself
alone that each person asks to be
forgiven, not be led into temptation, or to be delivered from evil.
Rather, we pray in public as a
community and not for one individual but for all. For the people
of God are all one.
God is then the teacher of harmony, peace, and unity, and desires each of us to pray for all
men, even as he bore all men in
himself alone. The three young
men shut up in the furnace of fire
observed this rule of prayer. United in the bond of the Spirit they
uttered together the same prayer.
The witness of Holy Scripture
describes this incident for us, so
that we might imitate them in
our prayer. Then all three began
to sing in unison, blessing God.
Even though Christ had not yet
taught them to pray, nevertheless,
they spoke as with one voice.
It is for this reason that their
prayer was persuasive and efficacious. For their simple and spiritual prayer of peace merited the
presence of the Lord. So too, after
the ascension we find the apostles
and the disciples praying together
in this way. Scripture relates: They
all joined together in continuous

prayer, with the women including Mary,
the mother of Jesus,
and his brothers.
They all joined together in continuous
prayer. The urgency
and the unity of their
prayer declares that
God, who fashions a
bond of unity among
those who live in his
home, will admit into his divine
home for all eternity only those
who pray in unity.
My dear friends, the Lord’s
Prayer contains many great mysteries of our faith. In these few
words there is great spiritual
strength, for this summary of divine teaching contains all of our
prayers and petitions. And so, the
Lord commands us: Pray then
like this: Our Father, who art in
heaven.
We are new men; we have been
reborn and restored to God by his
grace. We have already begun to
be his sons and we can say “Father.’' John reminds us of this: He
came to his own home and his own
people did not receive him. But to
all who received him; who believe
in his name, he gave the power to
become children of God. Profess
your belief that you are sons of
God by giving thanks. Call upon
God who is your Father in heaven.
Saint Cyprian
¶ This excerpt is taken from a treatise on
the Lord's Prayer. St Cyprian was bishop
of Carthage 240-258, and a martyr
for the faith. A biography by Pontius
portrays a devoted pastor who enjoyed
great personal prestige. His feast day is
September 16th.

REMEMBRANCES
OF SAINT JEAN
VIANNEY

H

E WAS CURÉ OF ARS,
near Lyons, for forty
years from 1818. His insight
was exercised with an accuracy
that was uncanny without being
spectacular. A lady who intended to make her own escape from
an insoluble dilemma found herself in the small space between
his church and his house. He did
not know her but spoke to her
quietly: ‘What are you going to
do with what you have in your
pocket? Give it to me.’ She was
sure that he knew all about her
and gave him her phial of poison
without protest. Next day she
came to him for advice.
Another instance is taken from
a parish magazine. Mlle Thérèse
Apollonie Servonat, whose
home was in Tourdan, had been
in service in Lyons for some
years. Every year her employers
went into the country for a few
weeks’ holiday. She took advan-
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tage of their absence to set out at
her own convenience, and when
she reached Ars thought of staying for a few days. She visited the
church and found it full. She had
barely time for a prayer before she
saw the curé come out of the choir
and make straight for her.
‘My child, so you have just come
here to stay for a while. Well, you
must go home quickly, for the
owners of the house that you are
looking after in Lyons are coming back.’ He named the day, and
she followed his advice, fulfilled
her spiritual requirements with all
speed and left for Villefranche,
where she took the boat down the
Saone to Lyons. Two hours after
her return her master and mistress
came back.
Abbé Francois Trochu
¶ Abbé Francois Trochu (1877-1967)
wrote a definitive biography of St Jean
Vianney titled The Insight of the Curé
d’Ars. An English translation was made
in 1934 by M. Leahy.
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THE CONGREGATION
CONSISTENT
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
WITH OUR NAThe Revd.
TION’S TRADITIONS
Richard Sterling Bradford,

“W

HAT MATTERS WHEN
it comes to assessing a
monument, symbol, or practice
isn’t its age, but its compliance
with ageless principles. The
Constitution’s meaning is fixed,
not some good-for-this-day-only
coupon, and a practice consistent
with our nation’s traditions is just
as permissible whether undertaken
today or 94 years ago.”
Supreme Court Justice
Neil Gorsuch
¶ Written in a concurring opinion in
the American Legion v. American
Humanist Association case that the 40foot Bladensburg cross in Maryland
can continue to stand. Justices Gorsuch
and Clarence Thomas also argued that
Americans merely offended by religious
speech or displays lack the standing
to sue because they haven’t suffered a
“concrete and particularized injury.”
(As reported in the Friday, June 21, 2019
edition of The Wall Street Journal.)

FEAST DAYS IN AUGUST

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

is celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

Saint Lawrence
Deacon & Martyr
Saturday, August 10th

Saint Bartholomew
Apostle & Martyr
Saturday, August 24th

is the name of our parish paper,
which comes from the Latin phrase,
“Athanasius contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world,”
Our patron saint stood firmly for the
fullness of the faith. Fr. Bradford and
the Congregation of Saint Athanasius
have published this paper monthly
since 1998. To receive it by mail,
send your address to the editor, Susan Russo, at sjrusso@icloud.com or
write to Fr. Bradford at the rectory.
All issues are also on our website.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

e
Av

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St., turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

