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CAMINO DE SANTIAGO PILGRIMAGE

S

OMETIME
IN
August of 2018, my
friends Ryan Burke and
C. J. Williams asked me
to join them in making
a pilgrimage on the
Camino de Santiago in
2019. This had been on
my ‘one of these days’
list for about eight years,
having attended a slide
presentation on it earlier.
Despite this, I responded
with a ‘maybe’ due to the
amount of time off and the cost.
At least half of the trip would have
to be unpaid time off. About two
months later, I regretfully informed
them that I would not be able to join
them for these reasons. Oh me of
little faith!
To adequately tell the full,
incredible, story of my pilgrimage
from beginning to end, would
require a lot more pages, and
much more skill as a writer than I
possess. Therefore, for the sake of
this piece, I’m going to focus on
one significant aspect of it—faith.
There are just too many examples,
even within this one category, to
include them all.

JULY 3 – 25, 2019

Sometime after turning down the
chance to make this pilgrimage,
I read a story of two Franciscans
of the Friars of the Primitive
Observance (FPO) traveling from
Boston to Brazil for World Youth
Day. As is their way, they traveled
with not much more than their
habits and passports, relying on
faith and the kindness of others.
It was an inspiring tale to say the
least. Then, at a get-together at
Ryan’s place on Gaudete Sunday,
a seminarian (for the Oblates of
the Virgin Mary) told the story of
then-Fr. Fulton Sheen making the
pilgrimage with barely two nickels
to rub together. Again, he relied
completely on faith. It finally hit

me. I had completely left faith
out of all my considerations.
Right there, in that living room,
I accepted whatever hardships
would come, and committed
to both Ryan and C. J. (who
was also there) that I would
join them on the Camino. God
put this call into my heart, and
after putting my trust in Him,
He would make it happen.
What happens when you fully
trust in Him is nothing short of
miraculous!
After a lot of prayer, some fund
raising from the generosity of others,
the intercessions of Saint James and
some other saints, and dedicating
myself and this pilgrimage to Christ’s
Most Sacred Heart, we departed
Boston, arriving in Spain on the Feast
of Saint Thomas (my confirmation
saint). The fact that this was even
happening is a testament to what is
possible with faith. Of course, God
always does more.
When we arrived at the gate in
Boston, we were told that our
tickets were “standby” (this happens
sometimes when you book through
Expedia). Instead of despairing,
we offered some silent but fervent
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was best to stick to the pilgrim
way, and enter the city not
knowing where we would lay
our heads, having complete faith
that the Lord will provide.

prayers. We were then notified
that we had been upgraded to
“premium economy.” Are you
starting to see how faith works so
much better than worrying? This
was to be a constant theme during
the pilgrimage.
On the first day of walking,
we had to ascend 4,000 feet, in
temperatures in the high nineties
(F). At one point in the afternoon,
the muscles above my knees were
so sore I was praying for help to
continue on. Finally, I had to stop.
Without help, I didn’t think I would
be able to continue much further.
As if on cue, a Catalan woman
named Monserrate, whom we had
run into a few times, and would do
so again during the first few days,
gave us something similar to “Icy
Hot” that worked surprisingly
well. She had another tube and
told us to keep that one. Faith
in prayer and prayer answered.
About a week later, we were able
to pay that assistance forward by
giving it to a South Korean who
was having the same problem.
C. J. was the first person to agree
to join Ryan on this pilgrimage,
and the one who asked me if I
would be interested. Due to her
important work in the Pro-life
movement, she wasn’t able to join
us from the beginning, but was
hoping to do so at a later point.
The day before we left, things
weren’t looking so good. I began
praying my daily Rosary for the
intention of her joining us. I felt
strongly that the three of us should
be doing this together. At about
our half-way point, she was finally
going to join us. Just before flying
out however, she was hit twice

Hospedería San Martín Pinario

by cars, once driving and the
next day on her bike. After things
were looking up, they were now
looking bleak again. I confess that
I was worrying again—a lot! Me
of little faith, again! C. J. is made
of stronger stuff and, thanks be to
God, managed to get past it without
serious injury. The dedicated
pilgrim with cuts, bruises, and
likely at least one strain or sprain,
was still able to join us, as I felt
from the beginning was right.
Each day our walking ended by
looking for an albergue (a hostel
for pilgrims) in whatever village,
town, or city happened to be the
right distance we needed to cover
in order to make it to Santiago
for the Feast of Saint James (a
Solemnity in Spain). As is the
pilgrim way, we didn’t make any
prior arrangements. Only once did
this turn out to be a minor issue,
and we had to walk another few
kilometers to the next village.
Before we left Boston and while
on the Camino, everyone told us
that we should book something
in Santiago ahead of time, as the
whole city fills up for their biggest
celebration of the year. As we got
closer to our final destination,
and still hadn’t made any such
arrangements, we decided that it

The morning of the 24th, we
set out early, planning to arrive
in Santiago after first vespers on
the eve of the Solemnity of Saint
James. As the sun rose, there
was a heavy fog. It was as if
what lay ahead was not yet for us
to see. With faith, we continued
onward. As we approached, then
entered the city that evening,
every albergue, hostel, and
hotel we passed had signs on
their doors, either in Spanish or
Galician, with some translation
of ‘full’ on them. With faith, we
pressed onward.
We arrived at the Cathedral
of Santiago de Compostela,
but we couldn’t proceed to the
West façade. There were going
to be musical performances
and fireworks in front of the
cathedral that night, and they
weren’t letting anyone down
there with backpacks. So we
approached the North doors
and touched them and the stone
work to mark the physical end
of our pilgrimage, and offered
a prayer for Saint James’
intercessions in finding lodging.
We then proceeded to the first
place, which was directly across
a small plaza from the North
doors. It was the Hospedería del
Seminario Mayor, also known as
Hospedería San Martín Pinario,
a converted sixteenth century
monastery. It was a gorgeous
and rather large complex, with a
cloister surrounding a well kept

Contra Mundum
courtyard. Everyone inside was
wearing suits, gowns, full dress
military uniforms, or clericals,
including a few bishops. Being
next to the cathedral, this was the
epicenter of all the festivities. We
walked in, looking and smelling
as if we had been hit by a bus a
few days earlier, with the previous
day’s laundry hanging out of our
backpacks as it was not dry when
we set out that morning, and with
compression bandages on various
places on our legs. Basically,
we looked (and smelled) like
pilgrims.
Of course, there was no earthly
way possible for them to have
any room for us. This is right
in the centre of it all! It was the
first place to check, however, so
there we were. Upon finding the
reception desk, we credulously
inquired about rooms for the
three of us. The gentleman started
chuckling, and told us that a
reservation made a year before
had been canceled and that there
were now six single bedrooms
available. He continued to tell us
that they had turned away 2,000
people that day due to being full!
As I said, there was no earthly
way this could have happened. If
we had followed the advice we
received, we would have likely
stayed in some nondescript hotel
or albergue, several blocks away
from the cathedral at best. Instead,
we put our complete faith in God,
and He rewarded us far beyond
what our feeble minds could have
hoped for. The Grace of God,
and the intercessions of Saint
James, Saint Thomas, and the
various other saints whose feasts

occurred during our pilgrimage,
such as Benedict, Maria Goretti,
and Mary Magdalene, to name a
few, showed us (certainly me) the
power of faith and prayer.
If these many signs and actions
that came about by relying on
faith weren’t enough, on the
morning of the Solemnity, we
went to an English language Mass
in the chapel where we received
our Compostela credentials (the
cathedral was under renovation, so
there was no Mass there). Before
Mass, a couple of volunteers were
asking congregants if anyone
would feel comfortable doing the
reading. No one seemed willing,
so when they got to us I gestured
toward C. J. who is a reader at
her parish and she accepted. Then
they asked if one of us could sing.
Ryan is trained in singing and
sings at Saint Clement’s, so he
led the singing. While we were
at it, I offered my services as an
instituted acolyte, which were
also accepted by the celebrant.
All three of us were able to offer
our gifts for this Mass on the
Solemnity of Saint James, merely
yards away from his tomb. To me,
this confirmed my feeling that
all three of us were meant to be
there. I could almost audibly hear,
“well done, my good and faithful
servants.”
Oh, and my concern about
taking time off without pay? My
employer decided to pay me for
the whole time I was away. Deo
Gratias!
Steven Hardy
¶ Steven Hardy is a parishioner of
the St Gregory the Great Community
worshipping with the Congregation of
St Athanasius at St Lawrence Church in
Chestnut Hill.
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LABOR DAY, MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 2ND

A

LMIGHTY GOD, WHO
hast so linked our lives
one with another that all we do
affects, for good or ill, all other
lives: So guide us in the work we
do, that we may do it not for self
alone, but for the common good;
and, as we seek a proper return
for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of
other workers, and arouse our
concern for those who are out of
work; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who 1iveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Book of Divine Worship

FEAST OF SAINT
GREGORY THE
GREAT
POPE AND DOCTOR
OF THE CHURCH
Tuesday, September 3rd
7:30 PM
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Patron Saint of the Ordinariate
Parish in Boston
A reception will follow this
service
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Father Bradford offers adult inquirers’ classes every year in the
fall, at a time to be determined by
those interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith. Classes
are structured on The Catechism
of the Catholic Church. A syllabus is available.
Ñ We begin using the Healey
Willan Mass setting on Sunday,
September 15th. This setting is
found in The Hymnal 1940 numbers 710-713.

879-2583 for details on the program and the McDermotts for directions to their home and parking
information.
Ñ Word has reached us of the
death of Fr John Grennon, OCD,
in Wisconsin. During his residency at the Discalced Carmelite
Friary on Foster Street, Brighton.
Fr Grennon occasionally attended
and sometimes celebrated the Anglican Use Mass. May he rest in
peace.

Ñ An Every Member Canvass
will be conducted during October
for the parish’s financial support
in the coming year.
Ñ Marco Vargas and Rachel
Wakefield were united in Holy
Matrimony at a Nuptial Mass
on Saturday, August 10th in Holy
Family Church, Woonsocket,
Rhode Island. Congratulations
and best wishes to this couple.
Ñ Our summer altar flower chart
is winding down with the growing season. There are a few dates
left for Sundays in September.
You may sign up on the chart
which is available at Sunday coffee hours.
Ñ On Sunday, August 11th,
Charles Augustine Yost received
the Sacrament of Baptism during
Mass. His parents are Michael
and Mary Yost. Congratulations
to all.
Ñ There is an ongoing Friday
evening Bible and book study
group meeting in the home of
Cindi and Kevin McDermott in
Groveland. Anyone may attend.
Contact Corrine Paige at 781-

OUR LADY OF
WALSINGHAM

A

CCORDING TO TRADITION,
in 1061 Richeldis de Faverches, a devout Saxon noblewoman,
had an extraordinary prayer experience. The Blessed Mother came
to her three times and mystically
transported her to the house of the
Annunciation. Richeldis was told
to take careful note of the dimensions of the house and to reproduce
it on her estate in Walsingham,
England, which she promptly did.

After Richeldis’ death, Augustinian canons built a priory around the
tiny replica of the “Holy House.”
The shrine became a popular
place of pilgrimage. A number of
English kings made their way to
the “Slipper Chapel,” one mile
from the priory. Shedding their
shoes, they proceeded barefoot to
the Holy House, where they knelt
in prayer before a simple wooden
statue of the Virgin. Henry VIII
made the pilgrimage three times.
Then, in 1538, having declared
himself the head of the Church
of England, he had the priory destroyed. The statue of our Lady
was taken to London and burned.
In 1896, Charlotte Pearson Boyd,
a convert, obtained the Slipper
House, then a cow shed, and restored it to its status as a chapel.
A year later, on August 20, 1897,
the first Catholic pilgrimage since
the Reformation was made to
Walsingham. In 1934, the Slipper
Chapel was named the English
National Shrine of Our Lady. Today, the shrine rivals Canterbury
in popularity.
Merciful Father, through the
intercession of Our Lady of Walsingham, reignite the flame of faith
among your people.
¶ There are four feasts in honor
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
September: The Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin is September 8th,
a Sunday this year; The Holy
Name of Mary is September 12th,
a Thursday; The Seven Sorrows
of Mary is September 15th, a Sunday this year; and Our Lady of
Walsingham is September 24th, a
Tuesday.
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A COIN HAS TWO SIDES

E ARE SO USED TO
the general hostility Our
Lord Jesus had for the Pharisees
that the three times St Mark’s
gospel shows us an agreement
surprises us. Today’s gospel
gives us a dialogue with a scribe
who puts a question to Jesus in a
friendly manner.
The question was about which
commandment is the first of all.
Was there one commandment
that was basic to all the rest? This
was a much-discussed question
among the rabbis.
In answer, Our Lord combines
two texts from the Torah: Deuteronomy 6.4ff about love of God,
and Leviticus 19.18 about love
of neighbor. These are called the
summary of the law, and we can
think of them as a coin with two
sides. You don’t have the coin
without both sides. So too you
cannot have God or neighbor
without the other. St John puts

it bluntly when he declares, “He
who says He loves God and hates
his neighbor is a liar.” (1 John 4:
20)
All of this is a message the
world needs to hear. Many people
who say they love God make life
miserable for those around them.
Others make a great effort to help
and serve others but never darken
the door of Christ’s church. Both
have misunderstood both God
and the nature of true service.
Our love for our neighbor will
only be true love if it is conditioned by the love of God. The
glory of God and the good of our
neighbor are the two motives of
a devout life, and it is out of that
devotional life that will come true
social service and love of mankind. Anything else is just a form
of self-assertion.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of
Ávila Church on Friday, March 24,
2006.

THE NATIVTY
OF THE
BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
Sunday, September 8th
5:00 PM
Evensong and Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament
A reception will follow this
service
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JUDAISM DOESN’T
GUARANTEE
PRO-CHOICE

I

N LINDSAY SCHNELL’S
article, “Jews outraged by
restrictive abortion laws, are invoking the Hebrew Bible in the
debate,” a number of Jewish individuals, ostensibly presented as
expressing the Jewish view, are
quoted in support of regarding
abortion as a “right.”
However, Jewish religious law,
or halacha, the immovab1e center of Judaism, doesn’t deal with
“rights” as much as what is or
isn’t morally right. And, while
Judaism does permit abortion in
very limited cases, pursuant to the
guidance of an expert in halacha,
it in no way sanctions the idea of
“choice” as the word is used in today’s context of the issue.
Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg and
Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz,
D-Fla, both quoted extensively,
are entitled to their personal, prochoice opinions. But they are not
entitled to mislead readers about
Judaism’s stance.
Rabbi Avi Shafran
Director of Public Affairs
Agudath Israel of America
New York
¶ This letter to the editor was published
in the Monday, August 12, 2019 edition
of USA Today.
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FROM A COMMENTARY ON THE PROPHET JOEL

ETURN TO ME WITH ALL
your heart and show a spirit
of repentance with fasting, weeping and mourning; so that while
you fast now, later you may be
satisfied, while you weep now,
later you may laugh while you
mourn now, you may some day
enjoy consolation. lt is customary
for those in sorrow or adversity to
tear their garments. The gospel records that the high priest did this
to exaggerate the charge against
our Lord and Savior; and we read
that Paul and Barnabas did so
when they heard words of blasphemy. I bid you not to tear your
garments but rather to rend your
hearts which are laden with sin.
Like wine skins, unless they have
been cut open, they will burst of
their own accord. After you have
done this, return to the Lord your
God, from whom you had been
alienated by your sins. Do not despair of his mercy, no matter how
great your sins, for great mercy
will take away great sins.
For the Lord is gracious and
merciful and prefers the conversion of a sinner rather than his
death. Patient and generous in
his mercy, he does not give in to
human impatience but is willing
to wait a long time for our repentance. So extraordinary is the
Lord’s mercy in the face of evil,
that if we do penance for our sins,
he regrets his own threat and does
not carry out against us the sanctions he had threatened. So by the
changing of our attitude, he himself is changed. But in this passage we should interpret “evil” to

mean, not the opposite of virtue,
but affliction, as we read in another place: Sufficient for the day are
its own evils. And, again: If there
is evil in the city, God did not create it.
In like manner, given all that we
have said above—that God is kind
and merciful, patient, generous
with his forgiveness, and extraordinary in his mercy toward evil—
lest the magnitude of his clemency make us lax and negligent, he
adds this word through his prophet: Who knows whether he will not
turn and repent and leave behind
him a blessing? In other words, he
says: “I exhort you to repentance,
because it is my duty, and I know
that God is inexhaustibly merciful, as David says: Have mercy
on me, God, according to your
great mercy, and in the depths of
your compassion, blot out all my
iniquities. But since we cannot
know the depth of the riches and
of the wisdom and knowledge of
God, I will temper my statement,
expressing a wish rather than taking anything for granted, and I
will say: Who knows whether he
will not turn and repent? Since he
says, Who, it must be understood
that it is impossible or difficult to
know for sure.
To these words the prophet adds:
Offerings and libations for the
Lord our God. What he is saying
to us in other words is that, God
having blessed and for
given us
our sins, we will then be able to
offer sacrifice to God.

Saint Jerome

¶ Saint Jerome lived from c. 341–420,
was a monk and one of the four Latin
Doctors of the Church, In art he is often portrayed in his monastic cave with a
lion at his feet. His feast day is September 30th.

HOLY LAND
PILGRIMAGE

D

EAR FRIENDS,
One of the great spiritual
experiences of my priestly life has
been to lead Pilgrimages to the
Holy Land. Next February I will
be leading my 15th pilgrimage and
I invite you to consider joining
me and Deacon Joe Cooley who
will be co-leading this journey.
We would be glad to send you
the full brochure detailing the pilgrimage with costs and registration procedures.
We will be having an information/orientation gathering at St.
Patrick’s Church in Stoneham on
Sunday evening October 6th at 7
PM (following the 6 PM Evening
Mass). Please join us if you are at
all interested in possibly making a
pilgrimage now or at some future
time.
Contact: jurgen.liias@gmail.
com, (781) 223-5611 or deacon.
joe@housesofmercy.net, (857)
246-9386.
Blessings,
Fr. Jurgen Liias
Deacon Joe Cooley
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

ST. MATTHEW
APOSTLE AND
EVANGELIST

Saturday, September 21st
at 8:00 AM
Mass in the Ordinariate Form
at the Marian altar
St Theresa of Ávila Church
The three bags represent Matthew (Levi) as a tax collector before Christ’s call. The battleaxe
tells us Matthew was a martyr for
the faith.

FEAST OF
SAINT MICHAEL AND
ALL ANGELS

Sunday, September 29th
at 11:30 AM
22nd Anniversary of the Anglican
Use in Boston
Procession, Solemn Mass &
Sermon
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
at 5:00 PM
A reception will follow this
service

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

is celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

Photograph taken at Les Hunt’s interment with full military honors
in Arlington National Cemetery. Les died March 22nd and we had his
Solemn Requiem Mass on March 28th.

is the name of our parish paper,
which comes from the Latin phrase,
“Athanasius contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.”
Our patron saint stood firmly for the
fullness of the faith. Fr. Bradford and
the Congregation of Saint Athanasius
have published this paper monthly
since 1998. To receive it by mail,
send your address to the editor, Susan Russo, at sjrusso@icloud.com or
write to Fr. Bradford at the rectory.
All issues are also on our website.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St., turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

