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CALLED TO FULLNESS

T IS ONE OF THE MOST
ancient traditions of the Catholic Church that catechumens are
baptized and converts received
into full communion at Easter.
Lent is the final stage of preparation for a convert’s sacramental initiation into the mystery of
Christ. At Easter, as the new life
of the resurrection floods into His
Mystical Body the Church, more
souls are added to that Body, for
God’s greater glory, and their
own salvation. In this country,
each year, thousands of baptized
Christians seek full communion
with the Catholic Church. Every
soul is unique, and on the human
level each individual may have
their own personal reasons for
coming to such a decision. However, behind and above all human
decisions lies the inscrutable wisdom of God’s omniscience, and
the unfathomable mercies of our
individual predestination (yes,
there is a Catholic doctrine of
predestination, though often neglected). God never forces a conversion, but generously chooses
those to whom He will offer any
particular grace at any particular
moment in their life. It does seem
to be the case that at this time
God is offering the grace of seek-

by the bishops in communion
with him.
(Catechism of the Catholic
Church, n. 870)

ing full unity with the Apostolic
See to more and more individuals. We see this beautifully exemplified in the development of
the new Ordinariate of Our Lady
of Walsingham established in
England and Wales by the Holy
Father, for those who were once
Anglicans and then became Catholics. Under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit they have been given
the grace to discover the traditional doctrine proclaimed again
by the most recent Council of
the Church, and reiterated in the
most recent Catechism:
The sole Church of Christ,
which in the Creed we profess
to be one, holy, catholic and apostolic ... subsists in the Catholic Church, which is governed
by the successor of Peter and

In the same cause of Christian
Unity it is very encouraging
that another similar Ordinariate
has now been established in the
USA. We must pray that more
and more souls may be drawn to
it. We must also be sure that we
understand the grace that is being offered them. In many cases,
those who seek full communion
with the Holy See have already
been devout practising Christians for many years. Does this
mean that they have to renounce
all the graces that God gave
them while they were still outside the visible boundaries of the
Catholic Church? By no means.
Again, the Catechism makes the
situation clear. The same paragraph just quoted (n. 870) adds:
“... many elements of sanctification and of truth are found
outside its [the Church’s] visible confines.” When God calls
someone into full communion
with the Church Christ founded,
He is offering them in all its fullness what they have already possessed, we would say, partially.
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God completes, but does not undermine. He does not revoke His
earlier call, but perfects it with a
new and better call. One of the
sermons of Blessed John Henry
Newman is apposite here; “... we
are not called once only, but many
times, all through our life Christ
is calling us. He called us first
in baptism; but afterwards also;
whether we obey His voice or not,
He graciously calls us still. Even
if we fall from our baptism, He
calls us from grace to grace, and
from holiness to holiness, while
life is given us.”
For so many years now we have
been praying for the unity of
Christians in England. The fact
that it seems to be coming about
in a way we might not have envisaged does not mean it is not the
work of God. It means that the
Father’s ways of achieving all the
intentions of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus easily surpass our limited
imaginations and our imperfect
prayers.
Once John Henry Newman had
become a Catholic in 1845, his
mind was clearer than it had ever
been before on this subject. Here
is the prayer for Unity which as
a Catholic he himself composed
and prayed:
O Lord Jesus Christ, who when
Thou wast about to suffer didst
pray for Thy disciples to the end
of time that they might all be
one, as Thou art in the Father
and the Father in Thee, look
down in pity on the manifold
divisions among those who profess Thy faith and heal the many
wounds which the pride of man

and the craft of Satan have inflicted on Thy people.
Break down the walls of separation which divide one party
and denomination of Christians
from another. Look with compassion on the souls who have
been born in one or other of
these communions, which not
Thou, but man, hath made.
Set free the prisoners from these
unauthorised forms of worship,
and bring them all to the one
communion which Thou didst
set up at the beginning—the
One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.
Teach all men that the See
of Peter, the Holy Church of
Rome, is the foundation, centre,
and instrument of Unity. Open
their hearts to the long forgotten truth that the Holy Father,
the Pope, is Thy Vicar and representative; and that in obeying him in matters of religion
they are obeying Thee, so that
as there is but one company in
heaven above, so likewise there
may be one communion, confessing and glorifying Thy holy
Name, here below. Amen
I am hoping and praying that our
present and beloved Holy Father
will be granted health and vigour
for many long years still to come.
Long live the Pope! We need him.
But as and when the time does
come for him to be taken from the
Church Militant to his undoubted
reward above (a long time yet, I
pray) he will be lovingly remembered for so many good things
that he has done and is doing for
the Church.

One of the Pope’s far-reaching initiatives is his launching of a muchneeded new liturgical movement.
Obscurantism and recalcitrance
are still doing their best in some
(though by no means all) places to
resist the Holy Father’s intentions
in this area. I pray that the admirable path he has set us upon will lead
us to a true “reform of the reform.”
In this connexion, I gratefully and
wholeheartedly applaud the faithful and intelligent insights that we
are sometimes given by H.E. Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith, Archbishop
of Colombo. Of course, the good
things His Eminence says cannot
be achieved in a day, alas, and as
loyal and traditional Catholics we
strenuously avoid anything resembling promiscuous self-will; flouting the Church’s laws never gets
us anywhere, even when we wish
those laws might be improved. But
the clarity of Cardinal Ranjith’s
understanding, and the content of
what he proposes, all that is to be
taken most seriously and has a lot
to teach us. How to bring it about?
Simple. Prayer and penance are always and always our best and most
effective means for making good
things happen. Our prayer and
our penance are especially potent
when we are united together with
a shared intention, and a shared understanding of the self-discipline
and self-sacrifice that fidelity and
loyalty must always entail.
Another of the Holy Father’s outstanding achievements is his inspiring work for Christian Unity
in setting-up the Ordinariates for
former Anglicans. What a brilliant
way of cutting through the plethora
of mealy-mouthed verbiage and
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foggy thinking that has characterized so much ecumenical activity
in recent decades, verbiage and
fogginess which may indeed have
had the very best of intentions,
but which nevertheless achieved
so little in real terms.
Let us also pray with all our heart
and mind and strength that our vitally important ecumenical journey with our Greek and Russian
Orthodox brethren will continue
apace, that our charitable and respectful dialogue with them will
bear much fruit, so that the universal Church might once again
breathe with two whole lungs,
and so that soon there may be but
one flock and one shepherd. Domine, ut sit!
The Provost
¶ This article appeared in The Oratory
Magazine (February, 2012, Vol 89, No.
1089) a publication of the Brompton
(London) Oratory. The Holy Father referred to was Pope Benedict XVI. The
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is
January 18-25, 2020.

Octave of Christmas
MARY, MOTHER OF
GOD

Wednesday, January 1, 2020
Solemn Mass
10:30 AM
Holy day of obligation
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to those who
sent Christmas cards and gifts
to Fr Bradford and his family
during the Holy season. Your
kindness and support are very
much appreciated.
Ñ A memorial Mass will be offered Saturday, January 4th for
Fr Fred-Munro Ferguson, who
departed this life last July. For
many years in retirement he
lived on Cape Cod and before
our entrance into the Catholic
Church was our supply priest or
assisted at Sunday services on
many occasions. May he rest in
peace.
Ñ Every member canvass results as of mid-December totaled $22,175 from fifteen donors to the operating fund and
$7010 from seven donors for
the savings account. If you have
not yet responded to our annual
asking for pledges, the parish
finance committee asks you to
please do so. And many thanks
to those who have answered our
appeal.
Ñ Many thanks to Deacon Michael J. Connolly who assisted
at our November parish requiem Mass on November 16th,
and to Judie Bradford and Pam
Covert who hosted a reception
after Evensong and Benediction
on November 24th.
Ñ Fr James J. O’Driscoll, who
is our most frequent supply
priest, has donated to us a set of
white Mass vestments. We are
grateful for the gift and for his
many kindnesses over the years.

Fr O’Driscoll is parochial vicar in
Holy Family Parish, Rockland.
Ñ During late November and into
December we very much enjoyed
having Dr Ivan Fadeyev with us
at Sunday Mass. He was visiting
Boston as a senior research fellow
in the Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow.
Ñ Wednesday, January 22 is the
designated Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children. And Friday, January 24
is the annual March for Life in
Washington, D.C. Please pray for
the safety of the marchers and for
their safe travel.
Ñ Offering envelopes for your
use each week are now available
for those who wish to use them
when making contributions to the
congregation and/or the savings
fund.

I

N CASE OF SNOW ON
Sundays, please be careful. The
church parking lot will be scraped
and treated prior to the 9:00 AM
Mass. If there is any problem, the
property manager will call Fr Bradford at home. You should make
your own assessment of driving
conditions before driving to Mass.
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THE PRIDE OF THE BELIEVER

HE FATHER UNDOUBTEDLY gives to all those in
glory, the knowledge of the Son
whose Father he is. Therefore, if
they have the Name of the Father
written on their foreheads, that is,
if they have it in their mind, then
they are not able to be ignorant of
the Name of the Son... .
Moreover, Scripture tells us
that the Name of the Father and
the Son, written on the foreheads
and minds of the saints, is written
there by the finger of the Living
God, which, as explained in Exodus 32, is the Holy Spirit. Thus,
through the testimony of these
first two, we come, in glory, to
one Name in three persons, which
constitutes the glory of the saints.
It follows then ... those who follow the Lamb are said to have his
Name and the Name of his Father
written on their foreheads. ...
O glorious Name! O Name so
full of grace! O most powerful
and loving Name! By you sin is
forgiven, enemies are vanquished
and the sick healed. Through you
the patient are given strength and
the afflicted consoled. You are
the pride of the believer, a teaching theologian, the strength of the
laborer, the sustainer of the weak,
the fire of fervor and the heat of
ardent love. You· are the desire
of those that pray, the inebriating
liquor of the contemplative soul,
and the glory of those who are triumphant in heaven, with whom,
O sweet Jesus, allow us also to
co-reign through your most Holy
Name, that with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, together with all

the Holy Saints in glory, we might
glory and triumph and reign for
ever and ever, Amen.
Saint Bernardino of Siena
¶ Saint Bernardino (1380- 144 4) was an
Italian Franciscan priest known for his
devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus.

HOLY NAME OF JESUS
Friday, January 3, 2020
Masses in
St Theresa of Ávila Church
6:45 AM and 4:30 PM

THE MOST HOLY NAME

“If you think the name ‘Jesus’
continually, it purges your sin and
kindles your heart; it clarifies your
soul, it removes anger and does
away with slowness. It wounds in
love and fulfills charity. It chases
the devil and puts out dread. It
opens heaven, and makes you a
contemplative. It puts all vices and
phantoms out from the lover.”
Richard Rolle

THE SOLEMNITY OF
THE EPIPHANY
Sunday, January 5, 2020
11:30 AM
Procession, Noveritis
Solemn Mass and Sermon
Coffee hour follows

5:00 PM
A Festival of Lessons & Carols
A reception follows

¶ Richard Rolle of Hampole (c.13001349) was a widely read English writer
and mystic.

THE FEAST OF THE
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Sunday, January 12, 2020
11:30 AM
Asperges me
Solemn Mass and Sermon
Coffee hour follows
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PLACED AT THE FEET OF CHRIST

I

N THE HISTORY OF
CHRISTIANITY there have
been conversions of tremendous
importance for their impact on
the future life of the Church. St
Augustine’s conversion in the
fourth century was one of those.
And many see Newman’s conversion in the 1840s as another.
But if we have to pick one conversion to be the greatest event
in the Church since Pentecost, it
would be the Conversion of St
Paul. Paul was one of the greatest minds God ever created, and
he did more to influence Christian faith than anyone save Our
Lord Jesus Himself.

a complete revolution in every
part of his life. Paul came to his
conclusion and took the consequences for the rest of his life. All
his intellect and energy were now
placed at the feet of Christ, and
Paul could declare “woe to me if
I do not preach the gospel.” No
wonder novelist Taylor Caldwell
called Paul the “great lion of
God.” St Paul, pray for us.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa of Ávila Church on January 25, 2001.
The Feast of the Conversion of St Paul is
a Saturday this year.

THE PURIFICATION OF
SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN

The story of Paul’s conversion
is certainly one we can understand from our knowledge of
human nature. The seeds were
probably planted when the then
Saul of Tarsus heard Saint Stephen speak with the whole history of Israel at his fingertips, and
showing how it all led up to its
fulfillment in Jesus Christ.
How often when a man is beginning to be convinced does he
fight against the conviction, especially when accepting it would
mean a very great change in his
own life. So Saul of Tarsus, after
hearing St Stephen, persecuted
the Church with zeal and was on
his way to Damascus to continue
that work when Christ met him
on the road.
Paul realized he had set out to
destroy the true gospel of God.
He was too big a man to shirk the
issue, and realized that it meant

The Presentation of Christ in
the Temple
or

Candlemas
February 2, 2020
11:30 AM Bring unused household candles to Mass for blessing
Coffee hour follows
5:00 PM Solemn Evensong and
Benediction
A reception follows

IT’S ALREADY
BEEN DONE

FEAST OF THE
CONVERSION OF
SAINT PAUL

Saturday, January 25, 2020
8:00 AM Low Mass & Sermon
Ordinariate Form
At the Marian altar in St Theresa
of Ávila Church, West Roxbury

The problem with reading the
saints, as I’ve been doing for a
couple of projects, is that you find
that all the smart, clever insights
you’ve had of which you are proud
and which you want to use in an
article, they had a long time ago.
And published.
David Mills
¶ David Mills is a contributing editor of
the New Oxford Review and his column
“Last Things” is a regular feature of each
issue. This quote is taken from the November, 2019 (Vol lxxxvi No. 9) issue of the
magazine.
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THE ISSUE DOES NOT GO AWAY

I often wonder what the Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen, Airwomen, Marines, and Coast Guard members,
who have given their lives in defense of our nation and our allies,
would think of what they were
dying for if they had known in
advance that 60,069,971 unborn
children would die in the United
States as the result of an abortion
— another chilling and sobering
thought.

OMETIME AFTER THE IRISH
people voted, by a 2/3 majority, to remove the right to life for
unborn children from the Irish
Constitution, a small piece, in an
English Catholic magazine, caught
my attention.
The author made reference to
the various terms used to describe
abortion: “the right to choose,”
“abortion care,” “reproductive
rights,” — but no mention of the
fact that unborn babies lose their
lives when an abortion takes place.
The author also made reference
to the enormous loss of blood in
the history of Ireland in the past
1000 years, and he mentions specifically the Battle of Clontarf and
the bombings of Omagh — two
events about which I have no prior knowledge. But, in fact, most
people know about the “Troubles”
and the large-scale shedding of innocent blood in our own lifetime in
Ireland.
At the end of this small piece
I stumbled upon in this English
Catholic magazine, which was
written before the May 25 vote,
the author makes the statement
that May 25, “may emerge as the
bloodiest day in the history of Ireland!”
As the grandson of Michael Clancy and Mary Manning, two Irish
immigrants to the United States in
the late 19th century, the parents
of eight children — of whom my
mother was the seventh — that
conclusion was a chilling and sobering reminder of the reality of
abortion, the death of an unborn

girl or boy, who never sees the
light of day.
And now, in our own country,
whose citizens have shed so much
of their blood in defense of their
fellow citizens and the citizens of
other nations around the world —
especially in two World Wars, Korea, Vietnam, in the Middle East
— we are faced with the ongoing deaths of 60,069,971 unborn
children since the legalization of
abortion in 1973. In fact, the death
toll goes on. A lot of blood has
been shed.
We really need to remind ourselves, all of the time, that the primordial, fundamental evil of our
times is the shedding of the blood
of the most innocent of all people,
innocent girls and boys waiting
to be born, defenseless girls and
boys who cannot defend themselves before they get to be born,
speechless girls and boys who
have no say about whether they
live or die.

Mother Theresa of Calcutta, now
a canonized Saint, made a very
blunt statement when she spoke
at a National Prayer Breakfast in
Washington, D.C. several years
ago: “America will truly be a
great nation only when it stops
killing its children” — yet another
chilling and sobering thought.
Monsignor William M. Helmick
¶ Msgr Helmick retired in November,
2018 after thirty-one years as Pastor of
St Theresa of Ávila Church, West Roxbury. This article was published in the
November, 2018 issue of The Helpers of
God’s Precious Infants, Issue 56.

THE TRUTHS WE
TEACH

Yet the truths we teach are one
thing, the abuses thrust upon us
are another, There are commandments that we are bound to give;
There are breaches of them that
we are commanded to correct, but
until we correct them we must of
necessity put up with them.
Saint Augustine
¶ Saint Augustine lived from 354-430. He
was one of the most important Church
Fathers. Of him St Jerome said “He established anew the ancient faith.”
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AN INFORMED CONSCIENCE

N AN OP-ED PIECE (“How
to Stand up to the Catholic
Church” New York Times, Tuesday, July 2, 2019) writer Margaret
Renkl, citing the Supreme Court
decision in Obergefell v. Hodges
(2015) argued that since same-sex
marriage is now legal and protected by the Constitution, therefore
the Catholic Church should get on
the program! Instead, Renkl noted,
a teacher in a Catholic high school
in Indianapolis had been fired
“merely for being in a same-sex
marriage.” In a similar situation,
also in Indianapolis, a Jesuit preparatory school had refused an archdiocesan directive to fire a teacher,
stating compliance “would violate
our informed conscience on this
particular matter.” And the Jesuit
position led Renkl to insist on “the
obligation to honor the moral wisdom of my own conscience over
the teaching of my church.”
Okay, so the columnist and the
Indianapolis Jesuits want to talk
about conscience and not opinion.
We can do that too! Human beings
discover a law deep in their conscience calling them to love, do
good, and avoid evil. Christians
recognize this law as inscribed by
God in the heart of man. But even
non-believers have a sense of having violated some law when they
have argued themselves into acting against conscience. The moral
conscience is the human judgement of reason by which any man
recognizes the moral quality of
his actions. And a man is always
obliged to follow his conscience.
Margaret Renkl is right about that.
But Christians (Renkl states she
is Catholic) recognize that by the

judgement of conscience man recognizes the prescriptions of divine
law. In a perfect world there would
be no problem. But conscience is
interfered with by passion and ignorance. And so conscience needs
to be formed educating it in keeping with the true good as willed
by the wisdom of the Creator.
This is done by the study of the
Word of God, prayer, the practice
of religion, the examination of
conscience, the witness of others,
and the guidance of the Church’s
authoritative teaching. Margaret
Renkl gets it right when she states
that teachers in Catholic schools
are expected to serve “as living examples of Catholic teaching.” But
failure to educate the conscience
can lead to a blinded conscience,
one cause of which is refusal to
accept Church authority and teaching.
An informed conscience requires
true faith. First, because our reason
is darkened by original, personal,
and social sin. And second, Our
Lord Jesus Christ revealed mysteries beyond the comprehension of
reason. Faith is necessary to enlighten our natural conscience.
Of course we are always permitted to question our faith in order to
fully understand it. Catholics do
not check their brains at the church
doors! But in moral matters there
can be no real conflict between
reason and personal conscience on
the one hand, and the moral law of
the Church’s teaching authority on
the other. Why? Because the same
Holy Ghost Who guides the moral
law and Magisterium also enlightens all persons of good will.

Father Bradford
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

is celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

is the name of our parish paper,
which comes from the Latin phrase,
“Athanasius contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.”
Our patron saint stood firmly for the
fullness of the faith. Fr. Bradford and
the Congregation of Saint Athanasius
have published this paper monthly
since 1998. To receive it by mail,
send your address to the editor, Susan Russo, at sjrusso@icloud.com or
write to Fr. Bradford at the rectory.
All issues are also on our website.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St., turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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