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COMING INTO HIS ROYAL PRESENCE

ISITORS TO THE ORATORY CHURCH are often
surprised by the Jewish-looking
candelabras on either side of the
sanctuary. The Oratory ‘menorahs’ are probably as close as anything in existence to exact replicas of the original lampstand that
was placed in the antechamber to
the sanctuary of Herod’s Temple
in Jerusalem. They were a gift of
the 3rd Marquess of Bute, who
was received into the Catholic
Church in 1868 and commissioned William Burges to copy
them from a marble relief on the
Arch of Titus in Rome, where
booty from the Temple was carried in triumph after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. The
Temple Menorah is believed to
have been destroyed some time
after the Vandal invasion of the
fifth Century.
The Oratory lampstands were
placed in the sanctuary in testimony to our belief in the continuity of the religion of our Jewish
forbears with our own religion as
Catholics today. They testify to
our conviction that the Old Testament has found its complete
and definitive fulfilment in the
Church which is the New Jeru-

Yes, it is always a good thing to
pray wherever you are and whenever you can. But there is nowhere
else on earth today where we find
Our Lord present in the same way
that He is present on the Altar and
in the Tabernacle.

salem. The Presence of God that
once dwelt in the Temple’s inner
sanctum is now enthroned in the
hearts of all who have been made
members of the Mystical Body of
Christ through Baptism. The new
Holy of Holies is to be found in the
Altar, on which Our Lord makes
Himself present at every Mass, and
where He remains day and night in
the Tabernacle. A Catholic church,
then, is a holy place, and when our
friends tell us that they do not need
a church to pray in—that they can
do it just as well on a hillside or in
the bath—then we can say to them:

Given our unwavering insistence
on the unique sacredness of our
consecrated buildings, non-Catholics are sometimes genuinely
taken aback by the atmosphere of
informality that tends to pervade
in our churches. Converts to the
Faith have to get used to the way
that ‘cradle’ Catholics seem to pile
into church at the last possible
moment, and potter around lighting candles and visiting the statues
of their favourite saints even after
Mass has begun. Perhaps such casualness should be frowned upon.
But such familiarity probably has
its source in a religious instinct
that is quite healthy. After all, as
disciples of Christ there is a sense
in which we inhabit this world
as exiles in a foreign land. Coming to Mass, visiting the Blessed
Sacrament and communing with
the angels and saints is probably
the closest that we shall ever get
to coming ‘home,’ at least on this
side of Heaven. And home is ex-

Page 50					Contra Mundum
actly how we should see a church
or chapel where a flickering lamp
tells us that Our Lord in is residence and waiting to receive us
into His royal Presence. This is
a King who has ennobled us by
pouring a participation in His own
life into our hearts in Baptism; a
King who invites us into intimate
union with Him by feeding us
with His own Body.

At the same time, of course, we
always have to be careful to ensure that familiarity never breeds
contempt. In the Gospel, Our
Lord expels the racketeering traders from the Temple because they
have profaned the House of His
Father. As He drives them out
with a homemade whip, the disciples are reminded of a verse from
Psalm 68: “Zeal for thy house
hath devoured me.” On the practical level, zeal for the Father’s
House means that we should certainly make every effort to act accordingly in any place that is con-

secrated to the worship of God,
doing our best to arrive on time
for Holy Mass and respecting
the sacred purpose of our surroundings. Parents should teach
their children to genuflect and to
receive Holy Communion with
real devotion, and set a good
example by making a prayer of
thanksgiving with them afterwards. But Our Lord’s cleansing
of the Temple is not primarily a
lesson about outward decorum
in church. It relates very much
to our interior dispositions. After
all, thanks to our Baptism, each
one of us is a living Temple of
the Holy Ghost. As such we have
to be purged of everything that
does not belong. The Holy Ghost
cannot be expected to co-habit
with gossip, unkindness and
conceit. Our Lord gives us the
example of an impeccably punctilious Pharisee who is so proud
of his own piety and yet defiles
the Temple by looking down on
a despised publican who is too
ashamed to lift his head. It is the
publican who returns home in
favour with God.
The Provost
¶ This excerpt is taken from the February, 2019 (Vol 96, No. 1173) edition of
The Oratory Parish Magazine, the parish paper of The Brompton (London)
Oratory.

GOD’S CONSCIENTIOUS
ATTENTION

W

HEN I NEED A DOCTOR, I’m not interested
at that moment in a public health
official concerned primarily with

the well-being of the entire community. I seek someone whose
clinical gaze is fixed primarily on
my individual situation, restoring
me to health even it if seems that
he or she is ignoring others.
Jesus, the shepherd and doctor
of our souls, does not play the
percentages or favor the many
to the neglect of the one. Most
of us would pat ourselves on the
back with a 99 percent success
rate and leave the sorry 1 percent
to their own devices. But God’s
joy is found in attending to the
one whom others would forsake.
God’s conscientious attention to
every person he has created is
meant to heal our wounded trust,
our sin-weakened state, and in the
process restore us to communion.
Jesus, for his part, can trust the
ninety-nine not to become dispersed or in danger when he attends to the stray sheep. For this
flock is composed of persons like
ourselves who have individually
experienced what it is to be lost,
sought out, and restored to spiritual health. Collectively, through
our experience of the sacraments—especially reconciliation,
Eucharist, and anointing—and
encouraged that we merit God’s
full focus, we are ever more attentive to one another, which is itself
a form of preventive medicine.
Fr William M. Joensen
¶ Fr Joensen is Associate Professor of
Philosophy and Dean of Campus Spiritual Life in Loras College, Dubuque.
This article appeared in the 2018 Magnificat Advent Companion. The reflection was based on Matthew 18:12-14.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Kevin McDermott who sang the Proclamation
of the Lord’s Nativity, which is a
part of the Christmas Mass, and
the Noveritis at the Epiphany
Mass.
Ñ We were glad to have Taras Leschishin with us as soloist in Peter
Cornelius’ “The Three Kings” at
Lessons and Carols. Many thanks
to Judie Bradford for hosting a
reception following the evening
service, and with assistance from
Cindi McDermott and some others. Also, thanks to our nine readers of the lessons.

Ñ Year’s-mind Masses will be
offered for Janet Ray on February 22nd and Mary Marks (Anne
Johansson’s mother) on February
29th. May they rest in peace.
Ñ In finance news, our congregation ended the year with
$55,193.80 in income and all
bills paid. For 2020 we have 23
pledges of $31,965.00 to date for
the operating budget and $7610.00
from 9 donors for the savings account. We have a projected need
of $62,396.47 for 2020, including funding of Father Bradford’s
pension. The finance committee

has hired Rick Timmerman of GFT
Consulting in Bridgewater, to manage our bookkeeping operation.
Ñ Lent begins February 26th. Bring
last year’s Palm Sunday palms for
burning February 16th and 23rd.
Now is the time to order any Lent
supplies. We will stock copies of Fr
Stravinskas’ book, Lenten Meditations, and the Magnificat Lenten
Companion for purchase.
Ñ Friday Stations and Benediction
begin March 6th.
Ñ Daylight Saving Time returns
Sunday, March 8th.

The Presentation of CHRIST in the Temple
or

THE PURIFICATION OF SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN
commonly called

CANDLEMAS DAY

Sunday, February 2, 2020
11:30 AM
Blessing of Candles, Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
You may bring unused household candles to Mass for blessing.
Please have your name on your package.
The Blessing takes place in the Vestry.
5:00 PM
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
A reception follows this service
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SERMONS
AIMED AT
THEM

THE MOUTHPIECE OF THE
INFALLIBLE CHURCH

F OUR LORD CAME TO
establish a body of teachers
who might yet teach as his doctrine what was really in contradiction to it, then man could hardly be expected to gain any benefit
from it, nor indeed to be certain
when he had actually obtained
it, or, when obtained, whether it
would be any advantage to him
to have done so. The new Gospel
delivered by the Apostles to an
unbelieving world was obviously a Gospel on which much depended for the betterment of the
children of men, since it required
the death of God-made-Man to
establish it as a kingdom. All the
years of teaching devoted by our
Lord to the training of the Twelve
would seem to have been futile,
unless on it rested the supposition
that truth was obtainable and that
these were the men whom Christ
himself deputed to preach it. The
meaning, therefore, of the New
Testament is that a definite message had come into the world—
so important, that the words of
Moses were not to be esteemed as
of greater authority; and that the

Law itself no longer compelled....
Thus, partly by necessity, partly
because our Lord had so laid it
down in the general supremacy
bequeathed to Saint Peter, and
partly because there was no one
else who could perform the office,
the pope or Bishop of Rome began
to be recognized by the faithful as
the mouthpiece of the infallible
Church....
I must therefore not allow myself
to be led astray by any feelings of
irritability against those decisions
of the Holy See which seem to me
to conflict with principles of common sense. I have to remember
that the voice of the pope is the
voice of the age-long tradition of
the Christian people, and that the
pope has no power to make new
dogmas, but only to declare what
was the faith once delivered to the
saints.
Fr Bede Jarrett, OP
¶ Fr Jarrett (1881-1934) was an English Dominican priest and founder of the
Blackfriars, Oxford. This excerpt is taken
from Meditations for Layfolk, Catholic
Truth Society, 1941.

THE SOLEMNITY
of the

FEAST OF THE CHAIR
OF SAINT PETER
Sunday, February 23, 2020
11: 30 AM
Solemn Mass and Te Deum
This is the Feast of Title
of
The Ordinariate of the
Chair of St Peter

T

WO THINGS NEED explaining at the outset of today’s gospel. First, it was normal
to take provisions for a lake crossing by boat. The Sea of Galilee
is not large. But a sailboat is at
the mercy of the wind, and if the
boat was becalmed, food would
be needed. Not to have brought
anything to eat was imprudent, to
say the least.
Of course Our Lord wasn’t concerned about the lack of provision! If you can feed 5000 from
five loaves and two small fish,
you can take care of a becalmed
sailboat crew! But the Lord did
reprimand His disciples, who
should have realized after the
two miracle feedings, (one of
5000 and the other of 4000, and
for which they had front row
seats!) that He could supply their
needs as well.
Second, you know that leaven
is the yeast that causes dough to
rise. The Jews regarded this fer-
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mentation as a kind of corruption.
And so the rabbis used leaven as
a metaphor for the evil tendencies
in man. Saint Paul picks up on this
connection in 1 Corinthians and
Galatians. And you remember
that in preparation for the annual
observance of the Passover, all
leaven had to be swept clean from
the house. Only unleavened bread
was used in the Passover meal.
So in this saying Our Lord gives
warning of the opposite extremes
of religious sects, the zeal for religious minutiae of the Pharisees,
and the worldliness of Herod. The
Lord says to beware of both.
All the gospels put the disciples’
initial lack of understanding on
display. These passages were a favorite of early church preachers.
No doubt the churchgoers heard
sermons aimed at them, to upbraid
the people and stir them to deeper
perception of the gospel call.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached on Tuesday, February 15, 2011. The gospel at Mass was
Mark 8:14-21.

I

N CASE OF SNOW ON
Sundays, please be careful. The
church parking lot will be scraped
and treated prior to the 9:00 AM
Mass. If there is any problem,
the property manager will call Fr
Bradford at home. You will be notified by email if the parking lot is
closed. Otherwise, no news is good
news. You should make your own
assessment of driving conditions
before driving to Mass.
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WITHIN THE SCOPE OF PEACE

T

HE BLESSEDNESS OF
SEEING GOD is justly
promised to the pure of heart.
For the eye that is unclean
would not be able to see the
brightness of the true light, and
what would be happiness to
clear minds would be a torment
to those that are defiled. Therefore, let the mists of worldly
vanities be dispelled, and the In 452 Pope Saint Leo the Great met Attila
inner eye be cleansed of all the the Hun and persuaded him to turn back
filth of wickedness, so that the from invading Italy.
soul’s gaze may feast serenely
upon the great vision of God.
hearts, and are anxious to preserve the unity of the spirit in the
It is to the attainment of this
bond of peace, never dissent from
goal that the next words refer:
the eternal law as they speak the
Blessed are the peacemakers, for
prayer of faith. Your will be done
they shall be called sons of God.
on earth as it is in heaven.
This blessedness, dearly beloved,
does not derive from any casual
agreement or from any and every kind of harmony, but it pertains to what the Apostle says: Be
at peace before the Lord, and to
the words of the prophet: Those
who love your law shall enjoy
abundant peace; for them it is no
stumbling block.

Even the most intimate bonds of
friendship and the closest affinity
of minds cannot truly lay claim to
this peace if they are not in agreement with the will of God. Alliances based on evil desires, covenants of crime and pacts of vice
all lie outside the scope of this
peace. Love of the world cannot
be reconciled with love of God,
and the man who does not separate himself from the children of
this generation cannot join the
company of the sons of God. But
those who keep God ever in their

These then are the peacemakers;
they are bound together in holy
harmony and are rightly given the
heavenly title of sons of God, coheirs with Christ. And this is the
reward they will receive for their
love of God and neighbor: when
their struggle with all temptation is finally over, there will be
no further adversities to suffer or
scandal to fear; but they will rest
in the peace of God undisturbed,
through our Lord who lives and
reigns with the Father and the
Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
Amen.
Pope Saint Leo the Great
¶ Pope Leo I (c.400-461) was Holy Father from Saint Michael’s Day, Sept 29,
440. Pope Benedict XVI said Leo’s papacy “was undoubtedly one of the most
important in· the Church’s history.” This
excerpt is from a sermon on the Beatitudes.
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ATTHEW, MARK, AND
LUKE all speak of an episode in which the people ask Jesus why his disciples don’t fast
as do the Pharisees. Jesus replies
that they cannot fast as long as
the bridegroom is with them, they
will fast only when the bridegroom is taken away. This is
seen as a prediction of His death.
However, Jesus’ death led to the
new beginning of resurrection,
and the resurrected Jesus promised his disciples of all times, “I
am with you always to the end of
the world.” Thus, the bridegroom
is always with us! So why do we
fast? Why is fasting part of the
Christian tradition?
The Bridegroom
A bride once called me and
asked for an extra meeting over
and above the required minimum.
When she came she told me that
she was so caught up in preparing
for her wedding that she was forgetting about the reason for all the
preparations. She was forgetting
about her fiancé, the man whose
love for her was the motivation
behind all she was doing. She was
asking for help to remain aware of
the relationship, the person who,
for her, was at the center of the
celebration. She agreed to go on
a weekend retreat in order to become more aware and attentive
not only to her fiancé, but to the
One who was behind the promise
of infinite love she had encountered in her fiancé.
In the midst of wedding preparations and pressure from her family and friends to do all she could
to make her wedding a “perfect

WHY WE FAST
day,” she decided instead to sacrifice her time to have extra meetings with the priest and to go on
a retreat. She did this in order to
become more profoundly aware
of the love that was present in her
life through her own bridegroom
and the eternal Bridegroom, Jesus
Christ. She was given the grace
to see how easy it is to forget
this love, to forget these people,
when we become fixated on lesser
things.
True sacrifice
When a child gets distracted in
a toy store and suddenly realizes
he doesn’t know where his mother
is, he drops whatever toy is in his
hand, and he searches through all
the aisles looking for one thing
and one thing only, his mother.
As he goes through the aisles he
passes toy after toy without so
much as a glance. We might say
he is “sacrificing” all these toys
in order to be, once again, in the
presence of his mother.

worth more than a “perfect day,”
she wanted the fullness of life.
The child running through the
aisles knows that his real joy lies
in the presence of one who loves
him, without which all the toys in
the world are emptiness and nothing.
Let us not fast for the sake of
fasting. Let us fast this Lent out of
an intense and passionate interest
in our own happiness, which is to
be found now and for ever in the
presence of Christ.
Fr Richard Veras
¶ Fr Veras is a priest of the Archdiocese
of New York and director of pastoral
formation and a professor in St Joseph’s
Seminary, Dunwoodie. He writes for
Magnificat magazine.

We do not fast because the bridegroom is absent, we fast because
he is present, and we want to be
delivered from the meaninglessness and alienation that happens
when we forget his presence.
The Letter to the Hebrews tells
us that Jesus went to the cross for
the sake of the joy that lay before
him. He did not sacrifice for the
sake of sacrifice, but for the joy
of living in perfect union with his
Father and the possibility of being present with us always. That
remarkable bride sacrificed for the
sake of the joy of her marriage,
she understood her happiness is

ASH WEDNESDAY
The First Day of Lent
February 26, 2020
8:00 PM
Blessing and Imposition of
Ashes
Solemn Mass and Sermon

Contra Mundum

THE THREE NOTABLE DUTIES

T

HERE ARE THREE
things, my brethren, by which faith
stands firm, devotion
remains constant, and
virtue endures. They
are prayer, fasting, and
mercy. Prayer knocks at
the door, fasting obtains,
mercy receives. Prayer, mercy, and
fasting: these three are one, and
they give life to each other.
Fasting is the soul of prayer, mercy is the lifeblood of fasting. Let
no one try to separate them; they
cannot be separated. If you have
only one of them or not all to
gether, you have nothing. So if you
pray, fast; if you fast, show mercy;
if you want your petition to be
heard, hear the petition of others. If
you do not close your ear to others
you open God’s ear to yourself.
When you fast, see the fasting of
others. If you want God to know
that you are hungry, know that
another is hungry. If you hope for
mercy, show mercy. If you look for
kindness, show kindness. If you
want to receive, give. If you ask for
yourself what you deny to others,
your asking is a mockery.
Let this be the pattern for all men
when they prac
tice mercy: show
mercy to others in the same way,
with the same generosity; with the
same promptness, as you want others to show mercy to you.
Therefore, let prayer, mercy and
fasting be one single plea to God
on our behalf, one speech in our
defense, a threefold united prayer
in our favor.
Let us use fasting to make up for
what we have lost by despising others. Let us offer our souls in sacri-

fice by means of fasting.
There is nothing more
pleasing that we can offer to God, as the psalmist said in prophecy: A
sacrifice to God is a broken spirit; God does not
despise a bruised and
humbled heart.
Offer your soul to God, make him
an oblation of your fasting, so that
your soul may be a pure offering,
a holy sacrifice, a living victim, remaining your own and at the same
time made over to God. Whoever
fails to give this to God will not be
excused, for if you are to give him
yourself you are never without the
means of giving.
To make these acceptable, mercy
must be added. Fasting bears no
fruit unless it is watered by mercy.
Fasting dries up when mercy dries
up. Mercy is to fasting as rain is to
the earth. However much you may
cultivate your heart, clear the soil
of your nature, root out vices, sow
virtues, if you do not release the
springs of mercy, your fasting will
bear no fruit.
When you fast, if your mercy
is thin your harvest will be thin;
when you fast, what you pour out
in mercy overflows into your barn.
Therefore do not lose by saving,
but gather in by scattering. Give to
the poor, and you give to yourself.
You will not be allowed to keep
what you have refused to give to
others.
Saint Peter Chrysologus
¶ Saint Peter (c.380-450) was Bishop of
Ravenna and is a Doctor of the Church.
“Chrysologus” means “golden worded”
and he is often referred to as the “doctor
of homilies.” Many of his sermons survive. This is an excerpt of one of them.
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr.
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St., turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

