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ANOTHER SILENT MOUNTAIN CLIMB
WE ARE TEN DAYS INTO 

Lent. It was our resolve 
on Ash Wednesday that by God’s 
grace and the determined act of 
our will we would use this time 
as Christ commanded when He 
told us to “strive to enter” by the 
narrow gate. But already in these 
ten days Holy Church has told us 
about the temptation which befell 
Our Lord, and which awaits any-
one setting out to do the Lord’s 
work. There is more! Today we 
are reminded of where the jour-
ney will take us. Jesus brought 
three of His budding Apostles up 
the mountain so that He might 
reconcile them to His passion and 
to the loss of any notions they 
had of an earthly kingdom, and 
to what they would gain by their 
own passions.
What were Peter, James, and 

John thinking as their silent 
Friend and Master led them up 
Mount Tabor? That they would 
fail Him on another mount, called 
Olivet, where they would scatter 
and then deny Him? The Apostles 
could not know the journey with 
their Master would lead to Geth-
semane. More likely they were 
still thinking of the Kingdom of 
Heaven in terms of power and influ-
ence.

Of course there had been an-
other silent mountain climb in Is-
rael’s history. It was a best-known 
story. Abraham had taken his son 
Isaac to Mount Moriah (which is 
believed to be the temple mount 
in Jerusalem, which is where the 
mosque called the Dome of the 
Rock is located today. Abraham is 
revered by Muslims as well as by 
Christians and Jews.) It is no coin-
cidence that Holy Mother Church 
gives us Genesis 22 as a lesson on 
the same Sunday as the story of the 
Transfiguration.

In the old story, after an initial 
question from the young Isaac, 
and Abraham’s answer that God 

would provide everything for the 
sacrifice, Holy Scripture adds “so 
they went both of them together.’’ 
Perhaps Peter, James, and John 
would recall the Genesis story 
as they silently climbed Mt. Ta-
bor behind the Lord Jesus. Poor 
Isaac knew nothing of the terrible 
things God sometimes asks of the 
people who love Him. But Abra-
ham knew. Only later would the 
apostles know the dreadful signif-
icance of what their Master was 
doing. But Jesus knew. No won-
der both the patriarch and God’s 
Son were silent as they trudged 
up the hill with their innocent but 
trusting and loving companions!
Earlier, down in the valley, after 
Peter’s confession of faith “Thou 
art the Christ,” the Lord had in-
dicated that the glory would be 
hard bought. He said, “The Son 
of Man must suffer many things.” 
But that idea had not been well 
received. Christ had even pro-
posed the same for His followers. 
“If any man would follow Me, let 
him deny himself.” But little did  
the disciples comprehend. So pa-
tiently Christ had the inner circle 
of friends trudge up the mountain, 
so many centuries after Abraham 
had obeyed the call of the Lord.  
It was on the mountain that Jesus 
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desired that His closest follow-
ers grasp once and for all what 
He was about and why He had 
formed them into a group of dis-
ciples.

The moment of transfiguration 
combined ecstasy and terror. Pe-
ter, James, and John wanted it to 
last forever. For in it there was an 
unutterable beauty, joy, and unity 
that they would never forget. (This 
experience, however, did not pre-
vent their later denials of their 
Lord! And that is also our experi-
ence. We can think we see so very 
clearly one moment and deny the 
Lord in the next.) But come what 
may, and much did come, to Peter, 
James, and John, the experience 
of the Transfiguration would be 
the great frame of reference and 
the template against which both 
their thanksgivings and their con-
fessions would be measured for 
the rest of their earthly lives.

Words fail to  describe the Trans-
figuration. But we are obliged to 
use words. Peter, James, and John 
used words we later called Holy 
Scriptures. We call them that be-
cause God is in them, and because 
God is in them, the things they 
describe ring true in our souls. 
In words of Scripture in another 
place Christ was remembered 
as having said, “there are some 
standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the rule of 
God come with power.” Christ’s 
words were not a prediction ad-
dressed only to the contemporary 
reader of Saint Mark’s Gospel. 
The same words apply to you 
and me and to anyone whose life 
of fidelity and conformity to the 
Gospel sees marvels of conver-

sion, generosity in unexplainable 
places, sacrificial service to oth-
ers, submissions to God’s will you 
might otherwise not recognize or 
think possible. The Transfiguration 
was not a once only and sorry-if-
you-missed-it experience. The Lord 
is still transfigured as He was that 
day for the inner group of friends.

That glory of Christ’s Presence 
can break through in His sacraments 
just as it did in His Incarnate Body 
on Mt. Tabor. The invitation to walk 
with the Lord can come at any time. 
It is usually unexpected and, by us, 
unplanned. Our prayer must be that 
when the invitation does come we 
will have grace to respond. And we 
must pray for that, because the Gos-
pels also tell stories of missed op-
portunities to go with Christ.

“So they went both of them to-
gether.” That phrase once described 
Abraham and Isaac. Later it was ex-
panded to include Peter, James, and 
John with Jesus. And we have the 
gospel account of the experience. 
But the Gospel is not the story of 
other people. Our Gracious Master 
has provided the way for you and 
me to go with Him.

Then after it happens, and remem-
bering the glory (and yes,  like Pe-
ter, having tried to perpetuate the 
experience and stay with it) we will 
nevertheless have to return to serv-
ing Christ in the world. And like Pe-
ter and the rest, we will find satis-
faction in the remainder of our days 
knowing that Christ is also encoun-
tered in our fidelity and conformity 
to His will each and every day. But 
having once experienced the glory, 
we will never again call any day or-
dinary!

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on The 
Second Sunday of Lent, March 8, 2009.

SUNDAYS IN LENT
Solemn Mass  
is preceded by  

Litany in Procession  
or begins with  

Sung Decalogue each week
Fourth Communion Service

(Hymnal 719-723)

SOLEMN 
EVENSONG & 
BENEDICTION
Sunday, March 1, 2020

5:00 PM
This is our only Sunday 
evensong during Lent
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Judie Bradford 
who hosted a reception following 
evensong on Candlemas.
Ñ Parishioner Steven Hardy was 
our lone representative at this year’s 
March for Life March 24th in Wash-
ington D.C. Several parishioners 
attended Holy Hours for Life on 
the previous Wednesday offered 
at many locations throughout the 
archdiocese.
Ñ Our business affairs consultant 
Rick Timmerman attended our Jan-
uary 26th finance council meeting 
and is working on some revisions 
needed to our Quick Books file.
Ñ Lenten Coin folders are still 
available for your extra offerings 
during the season. Proceeds benefit 
Catholic Charities in Boston.
Ñ Several books recommended for 
Lent reading are also still available 
for purchase. We have titles by Fr 
Peter Stravinskas and Fr Romanus 
Cessario, (both of whom have been 
frequent preachers at our services), 
and the Magnificat Lenten Compan-
ion.
Ñ Saturday Mass in the Ordinari-
ate form is offered each week at 8 
AM at the Marian altar in St There-
sa of Ávila Church, West Roxbury. 
Year’s-mind Masses for parishio-
ners Arthur Swanberg and Leslie 
Hunt will be offered on March 14th 

and 21st respectively.
Ñ Saint Patrick’s Day is Tuesday, 
March 17th. This is the patronal feast 
of the Archdiocese of Boston, and a 
Pontifical Mass is offered in the Ca-
thedral of the Holy Cross. Watch for 
details.

Ñ Confessions in Lent are heard 
in many churches on Wednesday 
evenings. Watch for announce-
ments of times. In St Theresa of 
Ávila Parish, confessions are also 
heard every Saturday year-round 
3:15-4:15 PM and on Thursdays 
preceding first Fridays after 4:30 
PM Mass. March 5th and April 2nd 
are the next dates. In Saint Mary 
of the Assumption Parish Brook-
line, confessions are regularly 
heard on Saturdays 2:45-3:30 PM.
Ñ Daylight Savings Times re-
turns Sunday March 8th. Set your 
clocks AHEAD one hour on Sat-
urday night.
Ñ Look for Easter Flower Enve-
lopes in mid-March, and make a 
memorial contribution to help us 
decorate the church for the Queen 
of Feasts. Holy Week is April 5th-
12th.

THE ANNUNCIATION 
of the 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
commonly called
LADY DAY

Wednesday, March 25, 2020
Procession, 

Solemn Mass & Sermon 
7:30 PM

A reception will follow this service

STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS

&  
BENEDICTION OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT

Fridays in Lent 
7:30 PM

beginning March 6, 2020
Preachers include Fr Patrick  

Armano, Deacon Brian Kean, 
and Fr Michael Drea
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WE ARE ALL PERFECTLY 
 well aware that to hold 

something in trust is to fulfill 
a sacred duty, one that not only 
calls upon our honor, but even 
requires a kind of religious ob-
servance. Saint Ambrose tells us 
of the pious custom of the faith-
ful bringing their most valued 
possessions to the bishops and 
clergy for safekeeping before the 
altar. Theirs was a kind of holy 
intuition that treasures could not 
be better kept than where God  
had placed his own sacred mys-
teries. This custom was handed 
down from the synagogue of old. 
In the sacred history, we read that 
the venerable Temple of Jerusa-
lem was a place of safekeeping 
for the Jews; from profane writ-
ers we learn that the pagans paid 
the same honor to their false gods 
by placing their treasures in their 
temples and by confiding them to 
their priests. It is as if nature were  
teaching us that the obligation to  
keep a trust is a religious one and 
that precious objects cannot be 
safer than where the divinity is 
revered and in hands consecrated 
to religion.

Yet if ever there were a trust that 
was worthy of the name sacred 
and of being guarded in a holy 
manner, it is the one of which 
I speak today, the one that the 
providence of the eternal Father 
committed to the faith of that just 
man, Joseph. His very house be-
came a kind of temple that God 
deigned to inhabit. To guard such 
a treasure, Joseph himself had to 
be consecrated. And truly he was, 

for his body was consecrated by 
purity and his soul by all the gifts 
of grace....

In my plan of basing the praise 
of Saint Joseph not upon doubtful 
conjectures, but upon a solid doc-
trine drawn from the Holy Scrip-
tures and the Fathers, I cannot bet-
ter observe the solemnity of this 
day than by presenting this great 
saint to you as a man singled out 
to guard God’s treasure and to be 
his trustee here below.

Jacques-Benigne Bossuet
¶ Bishop Bossuet (1627-1704) was 
a French theologian and renowned 
preacher. The facade of the Sanders 
Theatre at Harvard University includes 
a bust of Bishop Bossuet as among the 
eight greatest orators of all time.

THE SAFE HANDS OF SAINT JOSEPH

SAINT JOSEPH 
Spouse of the  

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Thursday, March 19, 2020

Masses in St Theresa of Ávila  
Parish are at 6:45 AM & 4:30 PM

There is no Mass in the 
Ordinariate Form

I AM NOT WHITE

THE TITLE OF THIS AR-
TICLE might puzzle those 

who know me or have met me or 
have merely seen a picture of me. 
With an ancestry mostly German, 
with a large English admixture 
and bits of Irish and Scottish, I 
might seem the very embodiment 
of a “white person.” But I deny 
it, and not only in recognition of 
G.K. Chesterton’s apt remark in 
his book Heretics (1905) that “we 
give to the European, whose com-
plexion is a sort of pink drab, the 
horrible title of a ‘white man’ – a 
picture more blood-curdling than 
any spectre in Poe.” As correct as 
Chesterton’s statement is, there 
is a more fundamental reason 
for my refusing the designation 
white. That is because I deny that, 
however one might want to char-
acterize my skin color—white or 
“pink drab” or whatever—using 
that color to assert anything im-
portant about me is nonsense.

Thomas Storck
¶ Thomas Storck was received into the 
Church in 1978 and writes on Catho-
lic social teaching and culture. He has 
taught at Christendom College and Mt 
Aloysius College, This excerpt is from 
the beginning of an article in the Novem-
ber, 2018 issue of New Oxford Review 
(Vol LXXXV, Number 9).

Lenten self-denial coin folders 
distributed at the beginning of 
Lent should be returned soon af-
ter Easter. All proceeds benefit the 
work of Catholic Charities.
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GENDER EQUALITY AND GENDER IDEOLOGY: 
PROTECTING WOMEN AND GIRLS

the approximately half of the hu-
man race born with the capacity 
for motherhood, with two X chro-
mosomes, with particular physi-
cal, hormonal, and relational traits 
that distinguish them from the ap-
proximate other half of the human 
race, men.

That consensus has unfortu-
nately been getting eroded due to 
the recent phenomenon of gen-
der identity and gender ideology. 
Whereas before everyone knew 
what “woman” meant based on 
her bodily nature, now many pro-
ponents of gender ideology assert 
that bodily nature has nothing in-
trinsically to do with womanhood 
beyond how sex is “assigned” 
at birth. Womanhood, rather, is 
looked at as the way one thinks 
about oneself, or expresses one-
self, and therefore, they argue, 
those who consider themselves 
women must be treated as wom-
en, regardless of biological nature 
at the cellular, endocrinological 
or reproductive levels, regardless 
of primary and secondary sexual 
characteristics, or other factors.

This way of looking at woman-
hood primarily as a self-identity 
independent of bodily consider-
ations was raised at the beginning 
of this 63rd Session of the Com-
mission on the Status of Women 
in the statement given by the LG-
BTI Core Group, delivered by 
the Permanent Representative of 
Norway, Ambassador Mona Juul. 
The Statement said that the LG-
BTI Core Group—an informal 
cross regional group of 28 Mem-
ber States together with the UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, and the NGOs Human 
Rights Watch and Outright Ac-
tion International—spoke explic-
itly about “transgender persons” 
whose “names and sex details in 
official documents do not match 
their gender identity or expres-
sion.” It said it “stands ready to 
work with all partners to ensure 
that all women and girls—no mat-
ter their sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, gender expression 
and sex characteristics—have ad-
equate and equal access to social 
protection systems, public servic-
es and sustainable infrastructure.” 

The LGBTI Core Group was 
saying that the understanding 
of “women and girls” should be 
based on “gender identity or ex-
pression” rather than on their bio-
logical sex. This understanding of 
womanhood would likely have as-
tonished the 15 original members 
of the CSW in 1947 and most of 
the delegates who have represent-
ed their governments and NGOs 
here each year since.

YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 
Distinguished Panelists, 

Dear Friends,
I am very happy to welcome 

you to this morning’s event on 
gender equality and gender ide-
ology and the need to protect 
women and girls, which the Holy 
See is pleased to be sponsoring, 
together with the Heritage Foun-
dation.

Each year the Economic and 
Social Council hosts the Com-
mission on the Status of Women 
(CSW) to promote, report on 
and monitor issues relating to 
the political, economic, civil, 
social and educational rights of 
women. When the CSW first 
began meeting in 1947 in Lake 
Success, New York, there was 
a clear understanding of what 
it meant to be a woman. Even 
though over the course of the 
subsequent 62 years, there have 
been various debates among 
women from different continents 
and backgrounds over the goals 
and rights of women and the best 
means to achieve them, every-
one knew to whom they were 
referring when they spoke, for 
example, about gender equal-
ity, violence against women, 
girls’ education, or equal pay for 
equal work. Even as recently as 
2011, when the United Nations 
Entity for Gender Equality and 
the Empowerment of Women, 
also known as UN Women, was 
founded, everyone knew whom 
it was representing and whose 
cause it was seeking to advance: 
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Whereas 62 years ago, it was 
not necessary to ask the important 
preliminary question, “What is 
woman?,” because everyone ev-
erywhere had a clear and univocal 
understanding of what this meant, 
now, when that understanding is 
being challenged and many are 
seeking to stipulate a fundamental 
change in its meaning, the interna-
tional community must ask it.

The reason is because so much 
depends on the answer, not only in 
terms of law, education, economy, 
health, safety, sports, language 
and culture, as we will hear about 
today from our speakers—Mary 
Hasson, Emilie Kao, Monique 
Robles and Ryan Anderson—but 
also in terms of basic anthropol-
ogy, human dignity, human rights, 
marriage and family, motherhood 
and fatherhood, and the cause of 
women, men, and especially chil-
dren. To substitute gender identity 
or expression for biological sex 
has enormous ramifications in all 
of these areas and for that reason 
we must, with courtesy and com-
passion, ask the perhaps uncom-
fortable questions because the an-
swers matter.

Pope Francis, while emphati-
cally encouraging Catholics and 
all people of good will to support, 
welcome, accompany and love all 
those whose gender identity does 
not match their biological sex, to 
affirm their human dignity and 
defend their fundamental human 
rights to be free of violence and 
unjust discrimination (October 2, 
2016), at the same time has been 
very clear about the dangers to 
individuals and society flowing 
from gender ideology.

He says that the anthropological 
underpinnings of gender ideol-
ogy, by denying the “difference 
and reciprocity in nature of a man 
and a woman,” by promoting a 
“personal identity and emotional 
intimacy radically separated from 
the biological difference between 
male and female,” ultimately 
makes human identity “the choice 
of the individual” and undermines 
the “anthropological basis for the 
family.” It is “one thing to be un-
derstanding of human weakness 
and the complexities of life,” he 
continues, “and another to accept 
ideologies that attempt to sunder 
what are inseparable aspects of 
reality.” We are called, he empha-
sized, “to protect our humanity, 
and this means, in the first place, 
accepting it and respecting it as 
it was created” (Amoris Laetitia, 
56). Our sex, just like our genes, 
our race, our age, and other natu-
ral characteristics, are objective 
givens, not subjective choices.

In his encyclical on Care for our 
Common Home, Laudato Sì’, 
which has become perhaps the 
most commonly cited papal docu-
ment in U.N. history since its 2015 
release in anticipation of the Paris 
Agreement, he said, “Acceptance 
of our bodies … is vital for wel-
coming and accepting the entire 
world as a gift, … whereas think-

ing that we enjoy absolute power 
over our own bodies turns, often 
subtly, into thinking that we en-
joy absolute power over creation. 
Learning to accept our body, to 
care for it and to respect its full-
est meaning, is an essential ele-
ment of any genuine human ecol-
ogy. Moreover, valuing one’s own 
body in its femininity or mascu-
linity is necessary if I am going 
to be able to recognize myself in 
an encounter with someone who 
is different.” He added elsewhere, 
“The complementarity of man and 
woman … is being questioned by 
the so-called gender ideology in 
the name of a more free and just 
society,” and stressed, “The dif-
ferences between man and woman 
are not for opposition or subordi-
nation, but for communion and 
generation” (June 8, 2015). Rath-
er than leading to a more free and 
just society, in other words, gen-
der ideology hinders communion 
and generation between men and 
women. It’s a “step backwards,” 
because “the removal of [sexual] 
difference in fact creates a prob-
lem, not a solution” (April 15, 
2015).

When the natural, complemen-
tary duality of man and woman is 
called into question, the very no-
tion of being—what it means to be 
human—is undermined. The body 
no longer is a defining element of 
humanity. The person is reduced 
to spirit and will and the human 
being almost becomes an abstrac-
tion until one discerns what nature 
one is or chooses what gender one 
wants to be. Pope Francis is par-
ticularly concerned about gender 
ideology being taught to children, 
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr. 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Sung Mass 
Fellowship and Coffee in the 

Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

so that boys and girls are encour-
aged to question, at the earliest 
ages of existence, whether they are 
a boy or girl and are told that gender 
is something one can choose (July 
27, 2016). He has also expressed 
concern about cultural pressure, 
what he terms “ideological coloni-
zation,” being placed on countries, 
and cultures and individuals who 
resist this new and indeed radical 
anthropology. 

So today at this event, we’re 
concerned with big and important 
questions about what it means to 
be human, what it means to be a 
woman, what is the best way to 
treat with compassion those whose 
self-identity does not correspond to 
their biological sex, how we should 
respond to challenges to impute the 
category of gender identity into le-
gal protections based on sexual 
identity, and, within the Commis-
sion on the Status of Women, how 
best to protect and advance the 
cause and equality of women and 
girls.
I thank you for coming and join-

ing the conversation.
Archbishop Bernardito Auza

¶ Archbishop Auza was Apostolic Nuncio 
and Permanent Observer of the Holy See 
to the United Nations. He is now Apostolic 
nuncio to Spain. This statement is repro-
duced with permission from The Catholic 
Response magazine, January-February 
2020 issue, Vol XVI, No. 4.

TRIP TO ITALY
OCTOBER 21-29, 2020

FATHER GEORGE EVANS 
 of Holy Name Parish in 

West Roxbury invites you and 
your family and friends to join 
him in Italy for an enriching and 
inspiring pilgrimage to Rome, 
Assisi, and Florence. 
This is a customized itinerary 

with a lot of nice features built 
into it. Whether you’ve been to 
Italy before or this is your first 
time, it will be a rich and exciting 
program. We will be staying in 
centrally located first class hotels 
giving us access to the richness 
of these cities during free time. 
The program includes round-
trip airfare between Boston and 
Rome. Reg istrations are being 
accepted now.  
For more information about the 

program, inclusive features, and 
registration, visit the link below 
on the Illume website or call the 
Illume office at: (617) 367-6757 
ex 128. We look forward to your 
joining us: 
https://www.travelillume.com/trc/vzg

Daylight Savings Time begins 
Sunday, March 8th at 2 AM. Set 
your clocks AHEAD Saturday 
night.
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA  02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.
Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 
Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St., turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA  02132
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Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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