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COVID-19 UPDATE
As of Saturday, March 14th, all public Masses and religious services are suspended until further notice.

The dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass remains in effect.
Further directions are on the third page in this edition of the parish paper.

READING THE  
 newspapers, even 

(perhaps especially) some 
of the Catholic ones, we 
could easily end up think-
ing that the Catholic reli-
gion is all about issues. 
Can women be priests? 
Should the Church give 
Her blessing to the use 
of artificial birth control? 
Should the divorced and remar-
ried be allowed to receive Holy 
Communion?

These are all matters of impor-
tance. If the Church is to be faith-
ful to Her identity as the pillar 
and foundation of Truth, (1 Tim 
3.15) then Her teaching must 
always be continuous and con-
sistent with principles that She 
has upheld and taught since the 
age of the Apostles. However, 
these particular questions have 
already been settled long ago. In 
that sense they are non-issues and 
a woeful diversion of energy. If 
we allow the orchestrated contro-
versies that are being fabricated 
around them to become the main 

focus of our engagement with the 
Faith, then how shallow and how 
impoverished our spiritual lives 
must become. It will mean that 
we have allowed the media, and 
those whitewashed sepulchres 
who use the media to peddle their 
own agenda of confusion and di-
vision, to set the narrative for our 
lives as disciples. What ineffec-
tive and useless disciples we shall 
then become, and how sad for us 
that we shall never experience that 
Christian joy and the serenity of 
heart which Our Lord promises to 
us when He says “Peace I leave 
you, my peace I give to you” (Jn 
14.27) – a promise repeated at ev-
ery Mass, between the Consecra-
tion and Holy Communion.

In the Gospels we see how 
the disciples were thrown 
into turmoil by the crucifix-
ion. Shattered by the terri-
ble events of Good Friday, 
they were fearful and con-
fused. Even when Our Ris-
en Lord appeared in their 
midst, they thought that 
they must be seeing a ghost. 
But when He showed them 

His hands and His feet, and the 
truth of what had really happened 
began to sink in, then their joy 
was so overwhelming that they 
were dumfounded. After eating a 
piece of fish before their eyes, He 
then explained to them how—if 
only they had been listening at the 
time—He had already told them 
while He was with them that He 
must be put to death before rising 
from the dead.

The disciples had been so taken 
up by events that they had not re-
ally listened to the word of God 
even when the Word Himself had 
lived with them and taught them. 
But their experience of the Resur-
rection would change all of this. 

WHERE DO WE LOOK FOR TRUTH?
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From then on the Apostles would 
be anchored in their Risen Lord, 
and the serenity, courage and joy 
this gave to them meant that, hav-
ing been huddled together behind 
locked doors for fear of the Jews, 
they would now go boldly into the 
lion’s den itself to proclaim in the 
Temple, of all places, the good 
news that Christ was risen. Nei-
ther the furies of the Synagogue 
nor the steel and might of the Ro-
man Empire would daunt them.

We, like the Apostles, have the 
benefit of experiencing the Res-
urrection. We have experienced 
it first hand in Baptism, when we 
were raised from spiritual death 
and made temples of the Holy 
Ghost. We experience it in the 
Sacrament of Penance which lifts 
us from our sins and restores us to 
the life of grace. Above all, we ex-
perience it in Holy Communion, 
where we encounter Our Risen 
Lord and He feeds us with His 
living Body.

In the Acts of the Apostles, we 
read about St Peter going into the 
thick of the lion’s den, and preach-
ing the Resurrection to the Jews 
in the Temple. He does not hesi-
tate to accuse them: “It was you 
who accused the Holy One, the 
Just One, you who demanded the 
reprieve of a murderer while you 
killed the Prince of Life.” But Pe-
ter concedes: “You did not know 
what you were really doing.” 
(Acts 3.13-17) In other words, 
the Jews who had called for the 
release of Barabbas and the death 
of the Saviour had been the vic-
tims of a fake news campaign, 
whipped up by leaders and their 
spin-doctors whose motivation 
was anything but spiritual. Those 

priests could probably have re-
cited the verses of the Scriptures 
by rote, but their politicking and 
worldliness had made the word of 
God a dead letter to them. Rather 
than penetrating into their hearts 
and souls and transforming them, 
the Scriptures had become a tool 
to be wielded in the service of hu-
man power and status. No doubt 
the people had listened to the read-
ing of the Scriptures in their syna-
gogues just as we listen to them 
at Mass. But their interest in them 
had remained superficial, and so 
they were easily hoodwinked and 
manipulated into committing the 
most terrible crime.

Where do we look for truth? In 
our own time, a culture of po-
litical spin and prevarication has 
created a severe crisis of cred-
ibility in public life, to such an 
extent that this age in which we 
are living has been called the post 
truth era. We are overwhelmed 
with conflicting information from 
all directions, but where, and 
to whom, should we go for the 
truth? If we are looking for the 
truth that brings us serenity of 
heart, then the best place to look 
is probably not in the newspapers, 
or on the internet or television. 
We shall most certainly find it 
in abundance in the Gospel. The 
disciples on the road to Emmaus 
were despondent. They had seen 
the one whom they had thought 
would be the Saviour of Israel 
denounced as a rebel by the same 
fickle crowd that only days before 
had welcomed Him as a hero. But 
when Our Lord joined them on the 
road and began to open the mean-
ing of the Scriptures to them, then 
their hearts began to burn within 

them. They knew that this was 
no fake news. It was the real 
thing. Their lives were trans-
formed by it.

We must ask Our Lord to open 
the Scriptures to us. We need to 
put down our newspapers and 
turn away from our television 
and computer screens. We need 
to place ourselves in His pres-
ence and to sit down and read 
in a reflective and prayerful way 
the life-giving words of Holy 
Scripture. A good place to start, 
to keep the power and joy of 
Easter ever fresh in our hearts, 
is in the Gospel accounts of the 
Resurrection, and the Acts of the 
Apostles. No fake news there. 
Just the pure life-giving and lib-
erating words of Divine Truth. 
The more we allow this Truth 
to penetrate our hearts, the freer 
we shall become from the tyr-
anny of spin and emotionalism 
which spawn so much turmoil 
in our society and can create a 
frenetic atmosphere within the 
Church.

Having experienced the Res-
urrection in Baptism, may we 
always be anchored, like the 
Apostles, in Our Risen Lord. 
We must not allow the contro-
versies and acrimonious de-
bates that fly around us to be 
a distraction from the business 
of getting to know Him better, 
and giving Him room to speak 
in our hearts, and cultivating the 
quietness that will enable us to 
listen to Him. The Blessed Vir-
gin, who “kept these things and 
pondered them in Her heart” 
(Lk 2.19) and Who remained 
united with Her Son during His 
Passion while others fled, is our 



 Contra Mundum Page 75

model of the contemplative read-
ing of the Scriptures.  Our holy 
father St Philip, whose apostolate 
coincided with a period of vio-
lent upheavals within Christen-
dom, is our model of Christian joy 
throughout adversity.

Let us pray for peace in the 
world, and peace in the Church. 
Let us ask Our Lady and St Philip, 
during this their month of May, to 
gain for us ever greater peace of 
heart, so that we might be more 
effective disciples.

The Provost 
¶ This article appeared in the May, 2018 
(Vol 95, No. 1164) issue of The Oratory 
Parish Magazine, a publication of the 
Brompton (London) Oratory.

COVID-19 UPDATE cont.
No priest over age 60 is permit-

ted to provide ministry to persons 
known to be carriers of Covid-19. 
Effective March 28th no funeral 

Masses or other forms of funeral 
services are allowed in churches. 
As of April 1st no wakes are to be 
conducted by priests or deacons. 
Graveside services are permitted 
when no more than ten people 
are present.
As of March 24th parish offices 

are closed until further notice.
As of April 3rd, pastors are per-

mitted to lock the churches. St 
Theresa’s Church is now locked 
until further notice. Saint Law-
rence Church is closed.
An April 8th notice allows Bap-

tisms in churches provided no 
more than ten people are in at-
tendance.
The Sacrament of Penance is 

available upon request.

Live streaming of Masses and 
other religious services is permit-
ted subject to the directives limit-
ing the number of participants and 
social distancing.
During the time our churches are 

closed for public services, Father 
Bradford will continue to offer a 
daily private Mass at the Marian 
altar in St Theresa of Ávila Church. 
Your Mass intentions are welcome.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Please keep Corrine Paige, Don 
Smith, and Wilfred Veldkamp in 
your prayers for the sick. Corinne 
is ill at home and Don and Wilfred 
remain in the hospital at press time 

Ñ Many thanks to Kevin McDer-
mott for producing a handsome 
Stations & Benediction flier/poster 
for publicity in Lent. Sadly, we 
were only able to offer this special 
service on March 6th and 13th. Kev-
in also spent much time assem-
bling and producing a booklet of 
Tre Ore devotions for use at home 
on Good Friday, and to accompany 
a set of meditations provided by 
Father Bradford.

Ñ Easter Coin Folders are due at 
this time. To avoid the expense of 
mailing them, you might consider 
making an equivalent donation by 
check, and keeping the quarters 
for your own use. Proceeds benefit 
Catholic Charities.

Ñ A year’s mind Mass was offered 
for Abbot Gabriel Gibbs, OSB on 
March 28th. A year’s mind Mass 
was offered for parishioner Ronald 
Jaynes on April 18th.

Ñ The Spring, 2018 cover of the 
Glenmary Challenge magazine 

showed a ground-breaking cer-
emony for a new church build-
ing in Erwin, Tennessee. And 
the headline read “Assembly Re-
quired.” The assembly is not the 
construction of the building but 
the Catholic faithful who will 
worship there. 

Glenmary is an apostolate in re-
gions of our country where the 
Catholic population is less than 
2%.

HIGH PRAISE
“When I praise Athanasius, vir-
tue itself is my theme. For I name 
every virtue as often as I mention 
him who was possessed of all 
virtues. He was the true pillar of 
the Church. His life and conduct 
were the rule of bishops, and his 
doctrine the rule of the orthodox 
faith.”

St Gregory Nazianzus
¶ St Gregory Nazianzus (325-390) along 
with St Athanasius, St Basil, and St John 
Chrysostom, are the Four Greek Doctors 
of the Church.
¶ St Athanasius’ feast day is Saturday, 
May 2, 2020.
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BELOVED, THE DAYS 
 which passed between the 

Lord’s resurrection and his ascen-
sion were by no means unevent-
ful; during them great sacramental 
mysteries were confirmed, great 
truths revealed. In those days 
the fear of death with all its hor-
rors was taken away, and the im-
mortality of both body and soul 
affirmed. It was then that the Lord 
breathed on all his apostles and 
filled them with the Holy Spirit; 
and after giving the keys of the 
kingdom to blessed Peter, whom 
he had chosen and set above all 
the others, he entrusted him with 
the care of his flock.

During these days the Lord 
joined two of his disciples as their 
companion on· the road, and by 
chiding them for their timidity 
and hesitant fears he swept away 
all the clouds of uncertainty. Their 
lukewarm hearts were fired by the 
light of faith and began to burn 
within them as the Lord opened 
up the Scriptures. And as they 
shared their meal with him, their 
eyes were opened in the breaking 
of bread, opened far more happily 
to the sight of their own glorified 

humanity than were the 
eyes of our first parents 
to the shame of their sin.

Throughout the whole 
period between the res-
urrection and ascen-
sion, God’s providence 
was at work to instill 
this one lesson into the 
hearts of the disciples, to 
set this one truth before 
their eyes, that our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was 

truly born, truly suffered and truly 
died, should be recognized as truly 
risen from the dead. The blessed 
apostles together with all the oth-
ers had been intimidated by the 
catastrophe of the cross, and their 
faith in the resurrection had been 
uncertain; but now they were so 
strengthened by the evident truth 
that when their Lord ascended into 
heaven, far from feeling any sad-
ness, they were filled with great 
joy.

Indeed that blessed company had 
a great and inexpressible cause for 
joy when it saw man’s nature ris-
ing above the dignity of the whole 
heavenly creation, above the ranks 
of angels, above the exalted status 
of archangels. Nor would there be 
any limit to its upward course until 
humanity was admitted to a seat at 
the right hand of the eternal Father, 
to be enthroned at last in the glory 
of him to whose nature it was wed-
ded in the person of the Son. 

Pope St Leo the Great
¶ This is an excerpt from a sermon by 
Pope Leo (c.400-461). Nearly one hun-
dred of his sermons have been preserved.
¶ Ascension Day is Thursday, May 21, 
2020.

THE FORTY DAYS OUR PERMANENT 
DWELLING PLACE

JESUS DOES NOT RETURN 
 to his Father in isolation. It 

was the incorporeal Logos that 
descended among men. But to-
day it is the Word made flesh, at 
the same time true God and true 
man, that enters the Kingdom of 
heaven. Jesus takes there with 
him the human nature in which 
he is clothed. He opens the gates 
of the Kingdom to humanity. We 
take possession, in some way 
by anticipation, of the blessings 
which are offered to us and pos-
sible for us. Places are reserved 
for us in the Kingdom provided 
we continue faithful. Our pres-
ence is desired and awaited there.
So the ascension renders the 

thought of heaven more present 
and more alive for us. Do we 
think enough of our permanent 
dwelling-place? For most Chris-
tians heaven is envisaged as a 
kind of postscript, an appendix 
to a book of which life on earth 
constitutes the actual text. But 
the contrary is true. Our earthly 
life is merely the preface to the 
book. Life in heaven will be the 
text—a text without end.

A monk of the Eastern Church
¶ This excerpt is taken from The Year of 
Grace of the Lord, (English translation 
1980, A. R. Mowbray & Co., Ltd, Lon 
don & Oxford.) The monk was Lev Gillet 
(1893-1980) a Ukrainian Greek Catho-
lic convert to the Orthodox Church in 
Paris after World War One.
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MAY IS MARY’S 
MONTH

Recommended special intentions 
for your prayers this month:
May 1-7 for all girls and young 
women
May 8-14 for mothers and grand-
mothers
May 15-21 for expectant mothers
May 12-31 for working wom-
en and Christan witness among 
women

THERE IS SOMETHING 
 else about Matthias. It is 

something subtle. Matthias was 
one of the disciples who had 
kept company with the apostles 
and the Lord Jesus beginning 
from the early days with John 
the Baptist, and right through the 
Ascension, and therefore a wit-
ness to the Resurrection. It is a 
happy commentary on Matthias 
and his faithfulness as a follower 
of Christ that he was never im-
portant enough to be mentioned 
by name in the gospels. And yet 
when the time came, Matthias 
was nominated without doubt as 
being worthy of the rank of apos-
tle. Matthias then is the special 
example and inspiration of all 
who are faithful to the duties of 
our faith in hidden ways, and who  
never get singled out for mention. 
And that great and silent number 
is testament that faithfulness has 
its own rewards in the service of 
Jesus our Lord.

Father Bradford
¶ This is an excerpt of a sermon 
preached by Father Bradford in St. The-
resa of Ávila Church on Saint Matthias 
Day, May 14, 2004.

SAINT MATTHIAS 
THE APOSTLE

Feast Day: Thursday, May 14th

MARY AS THE  
CONCRETIZER
AMONG OTHER REA-

SONS, Mary is the Media-
trix because it was through His 
Mother that the Lord learned what 
human love means. Through her 
he enters the living Tradition of 
all who pay reverence to God. In 
every respect, Mary has the role 
of concretizer: whoever rejects 
her must also reject the principle 
of the Tradition. Without her the 
Lord becomes an abstract prin-
ciple of redemption. Whoever 
grants that motherhood is more 
than a purely physical event 
must look upon Mary’s Immacu-
late Conception as a self-evident 
reality. How could the soul that 
participated in the formation of 
the God-Man be touched by the 
slightest stain? The great extent 
to which Mary’s soul was indeed 
involved in this event is shown 
by her dialogue with the angel, 
in which the virginity of her soul 
is seen to be Mary’s true womb. 
When later on, Jesus goes about 
with sinners, or, better, when he 
eucharistically goes into sinners, 
he does this as the perfectly Pure 
One who purifies everything he 
touches. But the crux of the mat-
ter here is the manner itself in 
which this Pure One was formed.

Hans Urs von Balthasar
¶ Hans Urs von Balthasar (1905-1988) 
was a prominent Swiss priest and theo-
logian. He received Adrienne von Speyr 
into the Catholic Church in 1940, left 
the Society of Jesus in 1950 and was 
banned from teaching.(He was incar-
dinated into a Swiss diocese in 1956.) 
He was honored by Pope St Paul VI 
and named a cardinal (by Pope St John 
Paul II) just prior to his death. Cardi-
nal Ratzinger preached his eulogy.
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FRESH WINESKINS
THE DISCIPLES SPOKE IN 

 the language of every na-
tion. At Pentecost God chose this 
means to indicate the presence 
of the Holy Spirit: whoever had 
received the Spirit spoke in ev-
ery kind of tongue. We must re-
alize, dear brothers, that this is 
the same Holy Spirit by whom 
love is poured out in our hearts. 
It was love that was to bring the 
Church of God together all over 
the world. And as individual men 
who received the Holy Spirit in 
those days could speak in all kinds 
of tongues, so today the Church, 
united by the Holy Spirit, speaks 
in the language of every people.

Therefore if somebody should say 
to one of us, “You have received 
the Holy Spirit, why do you not 
speak in tongues?” His reply 
should be, “I do indeed speak in 
the tongues of all men, because I 
belong to the body of Christ that 
is, the Church, and she speaks all 
languages. What else did the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit indicate 
at Pentecost, except that God’s 
Church was to speak in the lan-
guage of every people?”
This was the way in which the 

Lord’s promise was fulfilled: No 
one puts new wine into old wine-
skins. New wine is put into fresh 
skins, and so both are preserved. 
So when the disciples were heard 
speaking in all kinds of languag-
es, some people were not far 
wrong in saying: They have been 
drinking too much new wine. The 
truth is that the disciples had now 
become fresh wineskins, renewed 
and made holy by grace. The 
new wine of the Holy Spirit filled 

them, so that their fervor brimmed 
over and they spoke in manifold 
tongues. By this spectacular mir-
acle they became a sign of the 
Catholic Church, which embraces 
the language of every nation.
Keep this feast, then as members 

of the one body of Christ. It will 
be no empty festival for you if you 
really live what you are celebrat-
ing. For you are the members of 
that Church which the Lord ac-
knowledges as his own, being 
himself acknowledged by her, that 
same Church which he fills with 
the Holy Spirit as she spreads 
throughout the world. He is like a 
bridegroom who never loses sight 
of his own bride; no one could 
ever deceive him by substituting 
some other woman.
To you men of all nations, 

then, who make up the Church 
of Christ, you, the members of 
Christ, you, the body of Christ, 
you, the bride of Christ—to all of 

you the Apostle addresses these 
words: Bear with one another in 
love; do all you can to preserve 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. Notice that when Paul 
urges us to bear with one another, 
he bases his argument on love, 
and when he speaks of our hope 
of unity, he emphasizes the bond 
of peace. This Church is the house 
of God, built up of living stones, 
whose master is almighty God. It 
is his delight to dwell here. Take 
care then, that he never has the 
sorrow of seeing it undermined by 
schism and collapsing in ruins.
¶ Excerpt from a sermon by a 6th Century 
African author
¶ Pentecost is Sunday, May 31, 2020.

IN OUR GOSPEL TODAY 
 Blessed Jesus declares 

“When the Spirit of truth comes, 
he shall lead you into all truth.” 
Towards the world the Holy 
Ghost is an accuser from Whom 
there is no escape. Towards the 
Apostles He is Christ’s great 
substitute to guide them into all 
truth.

“Substitute” may be the wrong 
word, if it implies a replace-
ment by an underling. Our Lord 
taught His disciples to think 
of the Holy Ghost as “another 

THE OTHER 
PARACLETE
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr. 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(All temporarily suspended)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS 
TEMPORARILY 

SUSPENDED
Normally celebrated each week 
at 8:00 AM at the Marian altar in 
St. Theresa of Ávila Church, 2078 
Centre St., West Roxbury. Enter the 
main church via the pavilion or the St. 
Theresa Avenue side doors. 

Comforter” like Himself. That 
explains why, anticipating Pente-
cost, the followers of Jesus looked 
forward with eagerness and joy to 
the coming of the Holy Ghost. 
The Divine Love of God lavished 
such generous assistance to us: 
not one but two such Paracletes, 
Christ and the Holy Ghost, His 
“other self.”

And when the Holy Ghost does 
come to lead us into all truth this 
does not mean we are surprised 
by new truths not revealed by 
Our Lord. Rather, the Lord Je-
sus completes the instruction of 
His followers through that other 
Paraclete. For the Lord has said 
“Whatsoever He shall hear He 
shall speak.” The Holy Ghost is 
not an independent speaker. He 
shows what is common to the Fa-
ther and the Son.

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached at Mass in 
St Theresa of Avila Church on Wednes-
day, May 29, 2019. The gospel at Mass 
was John 16:12-15.

MEMORIAL DAY IS MAY 
25TH. This day is the tradi-

tional beginning of the summer 
season. And we wonder what 
kind of summer we will have in 
2020. It may be quite different 
from any we have experienced. 
But on this day we can remember 
the military personnel who died 
in the service of our country. We 
give thanks on this day for the 
sacrifices they made to defend 
and protect the freedoms we all 
enjoy.

THE CATHOLIC TV 
NETWORK is a wood-

erful resource at all times, but es-
pecially appreciated in this time 
when we are following pandemic 
directives and not offering public 
Masses.
Their mission statement reads, 

“CatholicTV is a beacon of Hope 
and a unique Herald of the simple, 
yet profound Message of Jesus 

Christ, Who is made truly present 
among us in the Breaking of the 
Bread.
Utilizing powerful technology, 

we strive to connect People of 
Faith. Through relevant, inspir-
ing and prayerful programming 
we educate, teaching the Wisdom 
of God in the Catholic Tradition, 
endeavoring to move people of 
all ages, cultures and attitudes to-
ward the Fullness of Life.”
You can send for a print version 

of the monthly program guide.
Mailing Address:

The CatholicTV Network
P.O. Box 9196
Watertown, MA 02471

Phone: 617-923-0220
www.CatholicTV.org/Masses
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA  02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.
Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 
Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St., turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA  02132
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