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The chronological time of God in the flesh on earth was meant to last only until He 

had completed the work He came to do. Those Resurrection appearances sealed 

Christ’s victory over sin and death and the grave. The appearances also 

strengthened the apostles, who had been deeply frightened by the crucifixion and 

their own betrayal of their Master. But after Easter it was time to launch the 

proclamation of the Gospel that Christ is Risen. That explains why the four gospels 

conclude with the Resurrection and The Acts of the Apostles begins with the 

Ascension. The program of Christ was moving on into the whole world. 

The apostles were not to remain as ministers of a tiny Palestinian sect. They were 

not to be centered upon Christ’s resurrection appearances (for which they had little 

to do but wait for the next one!) These men were appointed to lead the Catholic 

Church and carry out her evangelization and sacramental ministry. Their trust and 

dependence would not be upon the visible body of Jesus, but as the unseen 

companion of all their work. The abiding presence of the Lord would be the 

specific work of the coming Holy Spirit. 

The Lord Jesus promised, “I am with you always, until the end of the age.” (Mt 

28:29). That did not mean He would watch over them with loving interest from a 

distant place! Rather, “I am with you always” means just as He had been with the 

shepherds in the stable at Bethlehem, with the penitent thief at Golgotha, with 

Mary Magdalene at the empty tomb. “I am with you always,” means being present 

just as He was at the feeding of the 5000, healing the paralytic at the pool of 

Siloam, and when restoring life to the widow’s son at Nain.  

Why do you love these gospel incidents? Because they are not just stories, and in 

remembering them you are not on a nostalgia trip! “I am with you always” 

describes the promise of the Presence of Christ with us to feed us, to comfort us, 

and to lead us in the right way. The original disciples had been with Jesus in the 

days of His flesh. The Ascension is the beginning of a new but no less real 

experience of the Lord Jesus Christ. And it is on His terms. 

The Ascension means Christ’s arm is not shortened, if you will, but lengthened,  in 

the power of His reach of access to each of us. “He ever liveth to make intercession 
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for us” in Heaven. That is true. But by the power of His Holy Spirit, He remains 

here on earth, in a different manner but in no lesser degree. “I am with you always, 

until the end of the age” is a major part of the Gospel good news, and the accepted  

experience of Christ’s disciples. 

 

 


