@Contra

Volume XXIII, Issue 1

Mundum@

August 2020

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Boston Serving the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter
https://congregationstathanasius.com

COVID-19 UPDATE

Public Masses in the Archdiocese of Boston resumed on or after May 24th. St Theresa’s Church in West
Roxbury returned to a normal Sunday schedule on May 31st, subject to continuing social distancing protocols.
Weather permitting, there are outdoor weekend Masses at 4:30 PM Saturday and 10:00 AM Sunday. Mass in
the Ordinariate form resumed on Sunday, June 14th at 11:30 AM in St Lawrence Church, Chestnut Hill. Further
notices are on the second page of this edition of the parish paper.

T

HE VARIOUS EMPERORS
of the world can strip the
Church of every resource, discredit it in every way, make it
powerless to do the works of the
Gospel, but no one will ever be
able to take the Gospel away, the
joy of its Lord. ... No earthly authority will be able to possess the
heart of man forever through the
propaganda of lies, with masked
promises and apparent democracies.
The conscience can remain
dazed for a long time, but sooner or later, something happens
that reawakens and regenerates
it, since at its root there is an indestructible core: the desire for
truth and the need for good. Let
no one be deceived: Christianity
can be reduced to a visible minority, but it can never be eliminated, because the Lord said, Do
not be afraid, I am with you until
the end of the world, and because
the human soul is made for God.
And this is stronger than all of the

GOD VS. CAESAR

persecutions and all of the lies that
circulate so rapidly in the air today.
Today – in the name of values like
equality, tolerance, rights – the aspiration is to marginalize Christianity,
to create a world order without God,
where differences are glorified on
one side and crushed on the other.
This is true for...the peoples and the
nations. However, if we look at the
results, we have to conclude that it
began with good intentions, but with
erroneous decisions. The overbearing will to homologate, to want to
condition the profound visions of
life and behaviors, the systematic
annulment of cultural identities –
all of this resembles...a journey
toward...a deleterious...refoundation that the population recognizes

as oppressive and arrogant, where
Christianity is considered divisive
because it does not bow down before the emperor du jour.
History attests that when those
in power concentrate on their own
survival out of personal ambition,
turning away from the common
good, it is the time of decline.
Marginalizing Christianity from
the public sphere is a sign, not of
intelligence but of fear. It is failing
to see, through the dark clouds of
prejudice, that society cannot help
but benefit from Christianity. Yes,
society can benefit from Christianity. … The more one seriously
studies the origins of humanism,
and the more he recognizes the
existence of something that is
not only spiritual, but distinctly
Christian.
Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco
¶ Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco (b. 1943)
is Archbishop of Genoa and President of
the Italian Episcopal Conference. This
homily was preached on the Feast of St
Lawrence in 2016. St Lawrence Day is
August 10, a Monday this year.
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COVID-19 UPDATE cont.

St Lawrence Church is sanitized
after each 9 AM Sunday Mass. All
worshippers must wear masks except during reception of communion. The priest and those assisting
with the service have a temperature
check before entering. Pews are
roped off for proper social distancing.
Daily Masses have resumed in
many parishes. At St Theresa’s there
is an 8:30 AM Mass on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays. Funeral
Masses are being offered and clergy
are once again permitted to attend
wakes in funeral homes, subject to
restrictions. Confessions are scheduled, using various formats, in parish churches. Check websites for local information.
Parishioners in the “at risk” category (i.e. over age 65 and those
with ongoing health issues) are
encouraged to remain at home and
watch online live-streamed Masses.
Cardinal O’Malley’s dispensation
from the Sunday obligation remains
in effect.
For the Sunday Ordinariate Mass
we have been averaging thirteen
people. Our organist James Reedy
has been accompanying hymns
sung by one of our cantors.

CHRISTIAN RESISTANCE
IN DIRECT WAYS

N

o one cares that you have
a crucifix on your wall unless they know you will give
your life the way Jesus did.
			 David Mills
¶ A prolific writer whose work appears in
many fine magazines and journals, David
Mills has a regular column in The New
Oxford Review. This quote comes from
the June, 2020 (Vol LXXXVII, No. 5) issue of the magazine.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to organist Michael Zadig who substituted for Jim
Reedy on June 21st when Jim took a
Sunday off.
Ñ During July a year’s-mind Mass
was offered July 11th for parishioner
Helen Smith, and on July 23rd for
good friend Fr George G. Greenway, Jr. May they rest in peace.
Ñ Contra mundum begins its 23rd
year with this issue. Its first issue
was August, 1998. David Burt was
the editor, followed by Stephen
Cavanaugh. The current editor is
Susan Russo. The first ten years of
Contra mundum have been bound
in two volumes and are available
for purchase.
Ñ Feast days in August are Transfiguration, Thursday Aug 6th, St
Lawrence, Monday, Aug 10th, Assumption of the BVM, Saturday
Aug 15th, and St Bartholomew,
Monday, Aug 24th.
Ñ A sign-up list for Sunday altar
flowers is available for each week
during the summer season. You
may bring your own arrangements
or bring cut flowers to place in our
altar vases.

Ñ The church property manager, George Gannon, has spent
considerable time and money
planting flower pots and tending
the flower beds on the church
grounds. Your contributions
to help defray the cost may be
made payable to Boston Organic Turf, and sent to George
Gannon, Jr., at 40 Franclaire Dr.
West Roxbury, MA 02132.
Ñ The parish finance committee approved a $47,983 budget
for fiscal year 2020-21. The
operating budget anticipates a
projected monthly income of
$3950. (Since January 1st 2020
our average income from all
sources per week is $924.94,
thanks to sixteen regular donors.)
Ñ Your offerings may be
placed in the alms basin at the
east doors on Sundays after
Mass. During the pandemic,
contributions can also be mailed
to Fr Bradford at 10 St Theresa
Avenue, West Roxbury, for a
weekly deposit by mail into our
parish checking account. Many
thanks.
THE FEAST
OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION
OF OUR LORD
Thursday
August 6, 2020
Daily Mass 8:00 AM
Ordinary Form
St Mary’s Church
Brookline
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REST IN PEACE
BRUCE RAND

O

UR PARISHIONER BRUCE
RAND died on Monday,
July 6. He was one of our original members. With his wife Marcia, who survives, he had begun
attending All Saints’ Church in
Dorchester when Fr Bradford
was rector. When the original
group left the Episcopal Church
and formed The Congregation of
St Athanasius, Bruce and Marcia
were part of the group. Bruce was
our altar server every week, along
with our late parishioner Ronald
Jaynes. Bruce was also our second parish treasurer and held that
position for many years. In 2020,
the parish moved to a business
manager but Bruce remained treasurer and a member of the parish
finance committee.
A funeral Mass was offered in
the Ordinariate form on Monday, July 13th, in St Theresa of
Ávila Church, West Roxbury. The
Gormley Funeral Home across
Centre Street had made the arrangements. Burial was in the National Cemetery in Bourne.
Memorial gifts to honor Bruce
Rand are being accepted by The
Congregation of St Athanasius
and will help pay the costs associated with the funeral.
Fidelium animae per misericordiam
Dei requiescant in pace. Amen.
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BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS

M

Y BROTHERS and sisters
in Christ,

It pains me not to be able to
preach at a time like this. The
Gospel says one thing, and everyone else is saying partial truths,
at most. George Floyd was killed
by a police officer, and shouldn’t
have been. He had not lived a virtuous life. He was convicted of
several crimes, including armed
robbery, which he seems to have
committed to feed his drug habit.
And he was high on drugs at the
time of his arrest. But we do not
kill such people. He committed
sins, but we root for sinners to
change their lives and convert to
the Gospel. Catholics want all life
protected from conception until
natural death. The police officer
who knelt on his neck until he
died acted wrongly. I do not know
what he was thinking. The charges
filed against him allege dangerous
negligence, but say nothing about
his state of mind. He might have
killed George Floyd intentionally,
or not. He hasn’t told us. But he
showed disregard for his life, and
we cannot accept that in our law
enforcement officers. It is right
that he has been arrested and will
be prosecuted.
In the wake of George Floyd’s
death, most people in the country
have framed this as an act of racism. I don’t think we know that.
Many people have claimed that
racism is a major problem in police forces. I don’t think we know
that. Police officers deal with
dangerous and bad people all the
time, and that often hardens them.

They do this so that the rest of us
can live in peace, but sometimes at
a cost to their souls. Some of them
certainly develop attitudes towards
the people they investigate and arrest that are unjust and sinful. We
should pray that never happens,
but we can see how it does. Many
parts of our country have been experiencing a five-year crime wave,
providing some context for why
the police are trained in aggressive
tactics. In 2019, 150 police officers
were killed in the line of duty by the
violent men they were trying to arrest. That number should be zero,
we can all agree. But that context
does not justify being overly aggressive – their public trust requires
that they exercise great restraint.
Criminals have human dignity, too.
That’s why we Catholics are asked
to work to abolish the death penalty
in this country.
Today tensions are high, with
charges of racism flying over social
media, and countercharges of agreeing with domestic terrorists flying
back. People are unfriending and
cancelling each other. I hate this.
Racism is a sin, as the Catechism
says (#1937). So is rash judgment
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(#2478). Solidarity with our fellow
human beings is “a direct demand
of human and Christian brotherhood ... sealed by the sacrifice of
redemption offered by Jesus Christ
on the altar of the Cross to his
heavenly Father, on behalf of sinful humanity.” (#1939). Our solidarity with one another is deeply
frayed now. Everything we say (or
don’t say) is treated with suspicion, rather than charity. I hate this
too. I’ve talked to multiple people
in the Boston area who want the
protests here to stop because they
are afraid of more riots and looting. I’ve talked to others who want
everyone to join the protests, but
are uneasy about having police
present. One group says that, of
course racism is bad, but the riots
are really bad – 18 people have
been killed, including one police
officer. Others say racism is what’s
really bad – look at all the victims
of police aggression – and to bring
up – the riots is to distract from
the good the protests are trying
to achieve. Still others are upset
that all this talk about racism has
pushed violence against women,
institutionalized sexism, and other
types of injustice out of the national consciousness. Everyone’s mind
is made up, everyone’s angry with
each other – even though everyone
says they’re opposed to injustices
and sins. In a different moment,
people strongly opposed to public violence, racism, and sexism
would admire each other, despite
their different emphases.
Cardinal Seán has released two
statements, one a week ago and
one on Friday. I wrote something that, were we able to celebrate Mass together, might have

been my homily for this week, a
week which saw the feast of the
Ugandan martyrs bookended by
the Solemnities of Pentecost and
The Holy Trinity. Members of the
TCC have decided to append the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy to the
weekly Zoom rosary on Fridays,
to pray for God’s “mercy on us
and on the whole world.” The
problems we face are the result of
sin, as I said above. And the only
way to conquer sin is with prayer,
grace, and holiness, by which the
Holy Spirit brings us more deeply
into Christ’s New Covenant with
the Father.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
our Lord tells us. May we all be
counted among them.
Father Daniel P. Moloney
¶ Fr Moloney was ordained a priest in
the Archdiocese of Boston in 2010, and
has spent much of his time as a college
campus chaplain. He was most recently
asked to resign as chaplain at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology because
his comments above do not reflect the
positions of either the archdiocese or the
institute. What do you think?
The next article, on the rights of the
Christian faithful, is not completely unrelated to this article. Another related
article, “An Informed Conscience,” was
in the January 2020 edition of this parish
paper (on our website).

P

CHRISTIAN
RIGHTS AND
THOSE OF
OTHERS

ARISHIONERS IN CHESTNUT HILL and West Roxbury
were wondering why the Church
obeyed the state and local governments’ directive to close houses of
worship during the pandemic.

In the Code of Canon Law,
Canon 223 gives the reason. “In
exercising their rights the Christian faithful, both as individuals
and when gathered in association,
must take account of the common good of the Church and of
the rights of others as well as their
own duties toward others.”
The canon reflects the teaching
of the document Dignitatis Humanae (7 December 1965) of the
Second Vatican Council. This is
a declaration on the rights of the
person and communities to social
and civil liberty in religious matters. Section Seven of the document says this: “In availing of any
freedom people must respect the
moral principle of personal and
social responsibility; in exercising their rights individuals and
social groups are bound by the
moral law to have regard for the
rights of others, their own duties
to others and the common good
of all. Everybody must be treated
with justice and humanity.”
It was a matter of justice and
charity, to avoid the spread of a
deadly illness, that the Church
temporarily suspended the public
celebration of Mass. The action
was part of our duty toward our
neighbor.
One of the ways we support our
health care providers is not to get
sick ourselves or in any way cause
the virus to spread. This is a way
we follow our Lord’s command to
love your neighbor as yourself.
Father Bradford
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REVISITING
EVANGELIUM
VITAE

I

N A NATIONAL CATHOLIC REGISTER ARTICLE
(3/29/20), “25 Years Later, Evangelium Vitae’s Value Has Increased,”
Helen Alvaré noted that the pro-life
approach for fostering a respect
for life must go further than a discussion “about whether or not it’s
okay to end another human life.”
She sees in the words of Pope John
Paul II a need for helping people
to consider whether truth exists;
whether God is “Lord of Life”; acknowledging society’s responsibility towards its weakest members;
fostering a sense of obligation and
service to family; and that “abortion rights” and the “right to die”
contradicts the concept of “human
rights”. Alvaré also cited that in
Evangelium Vitae, Pope John Paul
II makes a “gorgeous case for the
value and beauty of every human
life”. It is our task to reveal this to
all people we encounter.
¶ This article is reprinted from the July,
2020 issue (No. 61) of The Helpers of
God’s Precious Infants newsletter. The issue also contains an excerpt of a sermon
of Fr Bradford’s on St Matthias.
Dr Helen Alvaré is a professor of law in
the Antonin Scalia Law School at George
Mason University. She lectures on family
law, law and religion, and property law.

‘The Church is certainly aware of
the deep pain that innocent victims
of crime and violence live with
every day. Whenever we celebrate
Mass we remember in prayer all
victims of violence.’
¶ This was part of a statement by Fr
James Flavin, Episcopal Vicar and Pastor of St Monica-St Augustine Church in
South Boston, after the funeral of James
“Whitey” Bulger. But the comments
could be said also for the victims of the
crime and violence of abortion.
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FOR THE SAKE OF DOING GOOD

A

FIG TREE,
well planted in good soil
and given sufficient time, has
everything
it
needs to bear
fruit. If for any
reason it does
not bear fruit, the
tree is dug up and
replaced.
The
failed tree is not
being punished.
It is a matter of
keeping focus on the purpose of
the vineyard. The vineyard is to
bear fruit. If one tree fails, another will be given its place.

Our Lord Jesus may have told
this parable to describe what
happened to ancient Israel and its
religion. There certainly was an
obsession with forms and dogmas, and a parallel turning away
from the way of the heart and the
spirit of the law. In this concern,
Our Lord was one with the great
Old Testament prophets.
But it is not for Catholics to sit
back and enjoy Our Lord turning
up the heat on others. We don’t
come away better disciples when
we adopt that mindset. Old Testament Jews were not the only
ones capable of losing sight of
the substance they were meant
to serve, and concentrating on
the structure God created not for
its own sake but for the doing of
good.
Think of how it would look
to you and me daily passing by
the construction site of a great

building project and watching its
progress. There would be temporary scaffolding practically covering the building as it rises. But
how silly it would be if one day
it became evident the builders had
confused the elaborate staging
with the primary structure, and
began decorating the scaffolding
pipes and boards with carpeting,
draperies, and furniture!
We have to be very sure we do
not confuse the apparatus of the
Church with the goal. Catholics
have been given incredible gifts
and riches; and, yes, we must take
great care to teach the benefits
they have for all souls, and we
must take great care to preserve
what God has provided. But here,
too, God has created a structure
for the doing of good. The purpose of the vineyard and all its apparatus is to bear fruit.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of
Ávila Church on October 27, 2012.
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THE WHOLE CHRIST

UST AS THE HEAD
AND BODY of a man
form one single man, so
the Son of the Virgin and
those he has chosen to be
his members form a single
man and the one Son of
Man. Christ is whole and
entire, head and body,
say the Scriptures, since
all the members form one
body, which with its head
is one Son of Man, and
he with the Son of God
is one Son of God, who
himself with God is one
God. Therefore the whole
body with its head is Son
of Man, Son of God,
and God. This is the ex
planation of the Lord’s words: Father, I desire that as you and I are
one, so they may be one with us.
And so, according to this wellknown reading of Scripture, neither
the body without the head, nor the
head without the body, nor the head
and body without God make the
whole Christ. When all are united
with God they become one God.
The Son of God is one with God by
nature; the Son of Man is one with
him in his person; we, his body, are
one with him sacramentally. Consequently those who by faith are spiritual members of Christ can truly
say that they are what he is: the Son
of God and God himself. But what
Christ is by his nature we are as his
partners; what he is of himself in
all fullness, we are as participants.
Finally, what the Son of God is by

the cross he bore the sum total of the whole body’s sins
in his own physical body,
so he gave his members the
grace of rebirth in order that
no sin might be imputed to
his mystical body. It is written: Blessed is the man to
whom the Lord imputes no
sin. The blessed man of this
text is undoubtedly Christ,
who forgives sins insofar as
God is his head. Insofar as
this man is the head of the
body, no sin is forgiven him.
But insofar as the body that
belongs to this head consists
of many members, sin is not
imputed to it.
generation, his members are by
adoption, according to the text: As
sons you have received the Spirit
of adoption, enabling you to cry,
Abba, Father.
Through his Spirit; he gave men
the power to become sons of God,
so that all those he has chosen
might be taught by the first born
among many brothers to say: Our
Father, who are in heaven. Again
he says elsewhere: I ascend to my
Father and to your Father.
By the Spirit, from the womb of
the Virgin, was born our head, the
Son of Man; and by the same Spirit, in the waters of baptism, we are
reborn as his body and as sons of
God. And just as he was born without any sin, so we are reborn in the
forgiveness of all our sins. As on

Just in himself, it is he who
justifies himself. He alone is both
Savior and saved. In his own body
on the cross he bore what he had
washed from his body by the waters of baptism. Bringing salvation through wood and through
water, he is the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world
which he took upon himself. Himself a priest, he offers himself as
sacrifice to God, and he himself is
God. Thus, through his own self,
the Son is reconciled to himself as
God, as well as to the Father and
to the Holy Spirit.
Blessed Isaac of Stella
¶ Blessed Isaac was born in England c.
1100 but was active in France. He was
a Cistercian monk, theologian, and philosopher. He was also abbot of a small
monastery at Stella, near Poitiers. Fiftyfive sermons survive, of which this is an
excerpt.
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MARY’S ASSUMPTION
There was silence in heaven, as if for half an hour–
Isaiah’s coals of wonder sealed the lips
Of Seraph, Principality and Power,
Of all the nine angelic fellowships.
The archangels, those sheer intelligences,
Were silent, with their eyes on heaven’s door.
So must our fancy dower them with senses,
Make them incarnate in a metaphor.
There was silence in heaven as Mary entered in,
For even Gabriel had not foreseen
The glory of a soul immune from sin
Throned in the body of the angels’ Queen.
Blessed be God and Mary in whose womb
Was woven God’s incredible disguise.
She gave Our Lord His Body. In the tomb
He gave her hers again and bade her rise.
Bright from death’s slumber she arose, the flush
Of a chaste joy illumining her cheeks;
Among the motherless in heaven there was a hush
To hear the way a mother laughs and speaks.
Eye had not seen, nor ear of angel heard,
Nor heart conceived – until Our Lady’s death –
What God for those that love Him had prepared
When heaven’s synonym was Nazareth!
Her beauty opened slowly like a flower,
Beauty to them eternally bequeathed.
There was silence in heaven; as if for half an hour
No angel breathed.
Fr Alfred J. Barrett, SJ
¶ Fr Barrett (1906-1955) was a gifted poet admired by Archbishop Sheen and many
others. At Fordham University he was a teacher, preacher, lecturer. retreat master,
administrator, poet, playwright, director, producer, and editor.

THE
ASSUMPTION OF
THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
Saturday, August 15, 2020
8:00 AM Mass
in the
Ordinariate Form
at the Marian altar,
St Theresa of Ávila Church
West Roxbury
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr.
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

