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COVID-19 UPDATE

Mass in the Ordinariate Form resumed on Sunday, June 14th at 11:30 AM in St Lawrence Church, Chestnut
Hill. The church is sanitized after each 9 AM Sunday Mass. All worshippers must wear face masks except
during reception of communion. Further notices are on the third page of this edition of the parish paper.
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THE HOLY CROSS

OD HAVING RESTORED
peace to his church, by exalting Constantine the Great to
the imperial throne, that pious
prince, who had triumphed over
his enemies by the miraculous
power of the cross, was very desirous of expressing his veneration for the holy places which had
been honoured and sanctified by
the presence and sufferings of our
blessed Redeemer on earth. He
accordingly came to a resolution
to build a magnificent church in
the city of Jerusalem, as the place
which had been most honoured by
the presence, the instructions and
miracles, of the Son of God. Saint
Helena, the emperor’s mother,
out of a desire of visiting the holy
places there, undertook a journey
into Palestine in 326, though at
that time nearly eighty years of
age: and on her arrival at Jerusalem, was inspired with a great
desire to find the identical cross
on which Christ had suffered for
our sins. But there was no mark or
tradition, even amongst the Christians, where it lay. The heathens,
out of an aversion to Christianity,

had done what they could to conceal
the place where our Saviour was
buried. They had heaped upon it a
great quantity of stones and rubbish,
besides building a temple to Venus;
that those came thither to adore him,
might seem to pay their worship to
a marble idol representing this false
deity. They had moreover erected a
statue of Jupiter in the place where
our Saviour rose from the dead,
as we are informed by St Jerome;
which figure continued there from
the emperor Adrian’s time to Constantine’s; which precautions of the
persecutors show the veneration
which Christians paid from the beginning to the instruments of our

redemption. Helena, being willing to spare no pains to compass
her pious design, consulted all
people at Jerusalem and near it,
whom she thought likely to assist
her in finding out the cross; and
was credibly informed, that if she
could find out the sepulchre, she
would likewise find the instruments of the punishment; it being always the custom among the
Jews to make a great hole near
the place where the body of the
criminal was buried, and to throw
into it whatever belonged to his
execution; looking upon all these
things as detestable objects, and
which for that reason ought to
be removed out of sight. The pious empress, therefore, ordered
the profane buildings to be pulled
down, the statues to be broken
in pieces, and the rubbish to be
removed; and upon digging to a
great depth, they discovered the
holy sepulchre, and near it three
crosses, also the nails which had
pierced our Saviour’s body, and
the title which had been fixed
to his cross. By this discovery,
they understood that one of the
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three crosses was that which they
were in quest of, and that the other
two belonged to the two malefactors between whom our Saviour
had been crucified. But, whereas
the title was found separate from
the cross, a difficulty remained to
distinguish which of the three was
that on which our Divine Redeemer
consummated his sacrifice for the
salvation of the world. In this perplexity the holy bishop Macarius,
knowing that one of the principal
ladies of the city lay extremely ill,
suggested to the empress to cause
the three crosses to be carried to the
sick person, not doubting but God
would discover which was the cross
they sought for. — This being done,
St Macarius prayed that God would
have regard to their faith, and after
his prayer, applied the crosses singly to the patient, who was immediately and perfectly recovered by
the touch of one of the three crosses, the other two having been tried
without effect. Saint Helena, full of
joy for having found the treasure
which she had so earnestly sought
and so highly esteemed, built a
church on the spot, and lodged it
there with great veneration, having
provided an extraordinary rich case
for it. She afterwards carried part of
it to the emperor Constantine, then
at Constantinople, who received it
with great veneration: another part
she sent or rather carried to Rome,
to be placed in the church which she
built there, called Of the Holy Cross
of Jerusalem, where it remains to
this day. The discovery of the cross
must have happened about the
month of May, or early in the spring.
For St Helena went the same year to
Constantinople, and from thence to
Rome, where she died in the arms
of her son, on the 18th of August,

326, as Pagi demonstrates, from
Eusebius and Gothefridus. The
title was sent by St Helena to the
same church in Rome, and reposited on the top of an arch, where
it was found in a case of lead, in
1492, as may be read at length in
Bozius. The inscription in Hebrew,
Greek, and Latin is in red letters,
and the wood was whitened. Thus
it was in 1492; but these colours
are since faded. Also the words
Jesus and Judaeorum are eaten
away. The board is nine, but must
have been twelve inches long.
The main part of the cross St
Helena enclosed in a silver shrine,
and committed it to the care of St
Macarius, that it might be delivered down to posterity as an object
of veneration. It was accordingly
kept with singular care and respect
in the magnificent church which
she and her son built at Jerusalem.
See the lives of St Cyril of Jerusalem, St Porphyrius of Gaza, &c.
Saint Paulinus, in his epistle to
Severus, relates that though chips
were almost daily cut off from it
and given to devout persons, yet
the sacred wood suffered thereby
no diminution. It is affirmed by
St Cyril of Jerusalem, twentyfive years after the discovery, that
pieces of the cross were spread all
over the earth: he compares this
wonder to the miraculous feeding
of five thousand men as recorded
in the gospel. The stately church
which Constantine the Great built
at Jerusalem, the rich ornaments
of which are mentioned by Eusebius, was called the Basilica of the
Holy Cross, because it possessed
this precious treasure; the keeper
of which was always a venerable
priest. It was shown publicly to

the people at Easter. The same
was also called the church of
the sepulchre, or of the resurrection; though this was properly only the title of the holy
chapel in it, which stood over
the sepulchre or cavern in
which our Saviour was buried,
which was in the garden adjoining to Mount Calvary: so that
this great church covered the
sepulchre, and was extended so
far on Mount Calvary as also to
include the rock Golgotha, and
the very place where the cross
of Christ stood at his crucifixion. This extensive building
was enclosed within the walls
of Jerusalem when that city was
rebuilt. Constantine also built
a church upon Mount Olivet,
over the spot from which our
Saviour ascended into heaven.
This place was venerated by
Christians from the very time
of his death, as much as the fear
of their enemies would permit.
And this may account for the
industry of the Pagans in filling up the sepulchre or cavern with stones, heaping rubbish over it to a considerable
height, and setting up the most
infamous of their idols over it,
that the Christians might seem
to worship a Venus when they
came hither to pay their homage to Jesus Christ We find the
festival of the invention or the
discovery of the cross solemnized in the Latin church ever
since the fifth or sixth century.
The finding of the cross by St
Helena, happened in the year of
our Lord 326, in the twenty-first
year of Constantine’s reign, the
thirteenth of the pontificate of
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Sylvester, and the first after the
council of Nice. The feast of the
exaltation of the Cross was kept
in May, from the time that it was
triumphantly placed by St Helena
in the church at Jerusalem, upon
its discovery in 326, which continued to the year 335, when the
great church of the resurrection
was built at Jerusalem by the orders of Constantine the Great, and
dedicated on the 13th of September that year, as St Sophronius,
Nicephorus, and the Typic of St
Sabas mention. The cross was exalted or set up in that church the
day following which was Sunday.
Hence both the Greeks and Latins kept this feast on the 14th of
September: and St Chrysostom’s
death is related to have happened
on this festival. After the recovery of the cross by Heraclius, this
festival began to be kept in the
Eastern church with greater solemnity and a fast. At Jerusalem
the cross was shown to the people
to be adored on Easter Monday,
and also in the middle of Lent, as
we learn from St Sophronius, St
Paulinus, &c. In the Latin church,
this was celebrated on the 3rd of
May; whether this was the day of
the discovery of the cross by St
Helena, or of Constantine’s vision
or victory, or of the dedication of
the church of the Holy Cross in
Rome, is uncertain.
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COVID-19 UPDATE cont.

T
Labor Day is the first Monday in
September. This year the holiday
falls on September 7th.

For Every Man in His Work

‘A

LMIGHTY GOD, OUR
heavenly Father, who declarest thy glory and showest forth
thy handiwork in the heavens and
in the earth; Deliver us, we beseech thee, in our several callings,
from the service of mammon, that
we may do the work which thou
givest us to do, in truth, in beauty,
and in righteousness, with singleness of heart as thy servants, and
to the benefit of our fellow men;
for the sake of him who came
among us as one that serveth, thy
son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.’
The Book of Common Prayer

HE PRIEST AND THOSE
assisting with the service
have a temperature check before
entering. Pews are roped off for
proper social distancing. Our Sunday Ordinariate Mass has been
averaging thirteen in attendance.
Our organist Jim Reedy has been
accompanying hymns sung by
one of our cantors.
Daily Masses have resumed in
many parish churches. St Theresa’s offers an 8:30 AM Mass
on Mondays, Wednesday, and
Fridays. Weather permitting,
many churches are offering an
outdoor Mass. Confessions are
scheduled, using various formats.
Check websites for local information. Many parishes are also live
streaming Masses.
The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation remains in
effect in the Archdiocese of Boston.

Father Alban Butler
¶ Father Butler (1711-1773) was an English Catholic priest. His greatest work
was The Lives of the Fathers, Martyrs,
and Other Principal Saints. Originally
published in 1756, it has gone through
many editions and is known as “Butler’s
Lives of the Saints.” This excerpt is taken from the 1866 compilation published
in Dublin by James Duffy & Sons.

THE NATIVITY OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY
Tuesday, September 8, 2020

HOLY CROSS DAY

Monday, September 14, 2020
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KEEPING THE OIL OF GLORY WITHIN OUR CONSCIENCE

T

HE FIVE FOOLISH
ONES took no oil with
them, but the wise ones took
oil in their flasks with their
lamps. The brightness of glory is signified by the oil, and
the small containers are our
hearts, in which we carry all
that we think. The wise virgins have oil in their flasks,
because they keep the brightness of glory within their
consciences. So Paul testified
when he said: Our glory is
this, the witness of our conscience (2 Cor 1:12). But the
five foolish virgins take no oil
with them, because when they
seek glory from the mouths
of their neighbors they do not
have it within their consciences. We must note that they all
have lamps, but not all have
oil. Frequently the condemned
also show good works within
themselves, just like the elect, but
they alone come to the bridegroom
with oil who look for inner glory
from the things which they do exteriorly. Hence the psalmist says
of the holy Church of the elect: All
the glory of the king’s daughter is
from within (Ps 45:14). ...
A cry concerning the bridegroom’s coming arose at midnight, because the day of judgment approaches so silently that
its coming cannot be foreseen.
Hence it is written: The day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the
night. Then all the virgins arise ...
they trim their lamps, because they
count the works for which they
expect to receive eternal blessed-

But how great will be the
happiness of ... those who
will be found worthy to rejoice when they see him! At
sight of him they observe all
the elements trembling; and
they are to enter marriage together with him. They rejoice
at the bridegroom’s marriage;
and yet they themselves are
the bride. In the bridal chamber of the eternal kingdom
God is joined to our sight;
and this sight will never be
parted from the embraces of
his love.
Saint Gregory the Great

ness. The lamps of the foolish virgins go out, because their works,
which appeared outwardly evident
to people at the judge’s coming,
are hidden within; and they find
no recompense from God, because
they have received from men the
praises which they loved. ...
But when they went to buy, the
bridegroom came. While they are
seeking a witness to their life from
among their neighbors, the judge,
who is a witness not only of works
but also of hearts, comes. Those
who were ready entered with him
to the marriage, and the door was
closed. If my hearers could only
feel within them the wonder of the
words, the bridegroom came, the
sweetness of, they entered with
him to the marriage, the bitterness
of the door was closed. ...

¶ Saint Gregory the Great (c. 540604) reigned as Supreme Pontiff
from 3 Sept 590. He was canonized
by popular acclaim immediately after his death on 12 March 604. He
is a Doctor of the Church.
¶ The feast Day of St Gregory the Great
is September 3rd, a Thursday this year.

SENIOR PRIEST

C

ARDINAL 0’MALLEY has
granted Father Bradford senior priest status effective September 1, 2020. He will continue
as Chaplain of The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius but will no
longer be parochial vicar in St
Theresa of Ávila Church, West
Roxbury. He will continue his
ministry at St Theresa’s as needed.
Notice of this change has also
been sent to The Personal 0rdinariate of the Chair of St Peter.
Until further notice Fr Bradford’s
office and contact information is
unchanged.
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A REPORT FROM OUR
BUSINESS MANAGER

N BEHALF OF REV.
Richard Bradford and the
Finance Council, I am pleased to
present the Annual Financial Report for the Congregation of St.
Athanasius. Like most religious
based organizations, this has been
a challenging year as we had to
suspend celebrating Mass due to
the pandemic. Fortunately at the
end of our fiscal year, June 30th,
we were able to show slightly
greater income than expense
which is illustrated in the following chart.
Fiscal Year,
July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020
Income:
Offertory		
Flowers		
Other		
Total Income:		
Expenses:
Compensation		
Benefits/Health
Insurance		
Mileage		
Data Processing & Fees
Utilities		
Office Supply & Books
Printing & Weekly
Envelopes		
Church Rental		
Pastoral/Liturgical
Miscellaneous		
Total Expense:		
Income over Expenses:

46,052
298
498
46,848
6,750
20,565
1,059
513
6,692
2,057
1,972
1,200
1,147
3,166
45,121
1,727

We ended the year with a cash
balance of $2,566 in our checking
account and $12,595 in our savings account. We were also able
to pay all of our bills and we have
no loans.

Your Finance Council consisting of Steve Cavanaugh, Evelyn
Theriault, Kevin McDermott,
Peggy Evers, and Rich Balmer
has worked with Fr. Bradford
and myself to develop a budget
for the current fiscal year. That
budget projects an annual income of $48,376 with expenses
of $46,777 which will yield a
slight profit of $1,599. We hope
that with your help we will be
able to work within this budget.
If anyone has questions regarding this Annual Report or our
Budget for the current fiscal year
please feel free to email me at
Rickgft@aol.com.
Submitted by: Rick Timmerman,
Finance & Operations Mgr.
We are grateful to Rick Timmerman for keeping a strict accounting of our income and expenses.
We are also grateful that in this
time of pandemic and subsequent
smaller Sunday Mass attendance,
we have had regular contributions from eleven or twelve individuals and families. If you are
not among them, please send us
your contributions, which help
us pay our bills and avoid having
to borrow money.
Contributions are received in
the Sunday offertory or mailed
c/o Fr Bradford at 10 St Theresa Avenue, West Roxbury, MA
02132. Deposits to our bank account are made each Monday by
mail.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to those who
have contributed memorial·
funds in honor of our longtime
parishioner and treasurer Bruce
Rand. These funds are being
designated to help with the cost
of Bruce’s funeral. A list of donors, but not the amount donated, is sent to Bruce’s wife,
Marcia, who is grateful for the
support. Donations made payable to St Athanasius should be
noted “Bruce Rand memorial.”
Ñ Father Bradford offers adult
inquirers’ classes every year
in the fall. Because of the pandemic, these classes may have
to involve online instruction. A
syllabus is available.
Ñ Our summer altar flower
chart is winding down with
the end of the growing season.
Flowers have been brought for
the Mass by three families and
individuals. If you can do this,
please sign the chart in the narthex or call the chaplain for a
specific Sunday.
Ñ An Every Member Canvass
will be conducted during October for the parish’s financial
support in the coming calendar
year. A report of the past fiscal
year precedes this section of the
parish paper.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass for parishioner Winifred Payne will
be offered on Saturday, September 19th at 8:00 AM. May she
rest in peace.
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THE GOD OF
INCLUSIVITY

“L

IBERAL, NOT TO
mention liberationist, theology, whether in white
or black, should warm every
atheist’s heart. For if God is
a socially conscious political
being whose views invariably
correspond to our own prejudices on every essential point
of doctrine, He demands of us
no more than our politics require. Besides, if God is finite,
progressive, and pure love, we
may as well skip church next
Sunday and go to the movies. For if we have nothing to
fear from this all-loving, allforbearing, all-forgiving God,
how would our worship of
Him constitute more than selfcongratulation for our own
moral standards? As an atheist,
I like this God. It is good to see
Him every morning while I am
shaving.”
Eugene Genovese
¶ Eugene Genovese (1930-2012) was
an American historian, especially of
the South and slavery. He joined the
Communist Party in 1945 but later
embraced traditional conservatism
and returned to Catholicism.

I

THE VALUE OF
SUFFERING

WAS REFLECTING YESTERDAY that every great
event in the history of the redemption was surrounded by suffering
as a bird by its nest. Our Mother
could not receive the blessed happiness of possessing our Lord in
his infancy, until she had been
driven to the utmost anxiety and
humiliation, in being repulsed in
Bethlehem, and forced to house
herself in a manger. Our Lord
could only win the hearts of all
sincere people who saw him by
suffering infinite toils of fasting
and prayer and hard journeys,
having no home to rest in, and
only bleeding feet to carry him
from one crowd of sick poor to
another. The sublime wonders of
the Resurrection could only come
after such disaster and misery and
scornful indecency of treatment,
as the world never knew before
or since. So much value in suffering and crushing contempt must
encourage us to hope for the very
best God can give, in the midst
of our very worst moments of fatigue and seeming fruitlessness of
effort. When the yoke God gives
us presses most keenly and heavily, we may know that we are
working most effectively to drag
this burden that God has set for us
to bring to him at the end of our
life. All work done for him is paid
in his love — nothing less, and it
could not be more.
Rose Hawthorne Lathrop
¶ Rose Hawthorne Lathrop OF (18511926) was the daughter of American
novelist and short story writer Nathaniel Hawthorne.

She converted to Catholicism in 1891
and was foundress of the Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne. The Rotary Club of
New York called her a “soldier of love,
a friend of the poor, an organizer of rare
ability, and hope of the hopeless.”

THE MOST HOLY
NAME OF MARY

W

HEN ALMIGHTY GOD
determined the Incarnation and gave us His Son born of
a woman, He established an order of salvation at which the very
center is the Blessed Virgin Mary
and her Child.
Mary’s name is Holy. She is
Holy not only by affinity: remaining close to Jesus. Mary is
Holy by consanguinity: the Second Person of the Holy Trinity is
her Son. And today is the memorial Mass centered on that affirmation of the Church.
Father Bradford
¶ The memorial of The Most Holy Name
of Mary is Saturday, September 12th.
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GOD CREATED TWO EXCELLENT
TYPES OF CREATURES

I

NFINITELY HAPPY AND
GLORIOUS in the vision of
his own divine beauty, God is also
magnificent and liberal. Since he
is supremely good and diffusive
of his goodness, he was not content to communicate his blessings
merely to the creatures of this visible world. He likewise willed to
create higher creatures to whom
he could communicate the riches
of his happiness and glory. It was
as if God did not wish to be alone
in his happiness, and for that reason he created two excellent types
of creatures in his own image and
likeness that would be capable
of receiving a share in his glory.
Thus, God created the angels
in heaven and human beings on
earth. The angels are purely spiritual substances; human beings are
spiritual substances united to bodies.

with all their love offered to be
his faithful servants forever and to
obey his laws. These good angels
were then confirmed in grace and
raised to the beatific vision of the
divine beauty, and they shall possess it for all eternity.
Ven. Fr Louis of Granada, OP
¶ Fr Louis (1504-1588) was a noted theologian, writer, and preacher. This excerpt
is taken from selections of his writings in
Summa of the Christian Life, published
by Tan Books, 1979.

THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

But the works of God are perfect, as he himself is, and since
he had created these two kinds of
creatures for so noble an end, he
also provided them with the powers and perfections necessary for
attaining that end. ...
[Angels] were to enter into the
divine presence and worship at
the throne of God only after they
had given proof of their obedience and submission to him, and
had resolved to use their blessings and graces for his honor and
glory. One group of angels, recognizing that all the goods and
gifts they possessed were from
God, gave thanks to him, humbled themselves before him, and
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Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

FEAST OF
ST MICHAEL
AND ALL ANGELS

Tuesday, September 29, 2020

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr.
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.

Page 16					Contra Mundum

Ch

St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

