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COVID-19 UPDATE

Mass in the Ordinariate Form resumed on Sunday, June 14th at 11:30 AM in St Lawrence Church, Chestnut Hill.
The church is sanitized after each 9:00 AM Sunday Mass. All worshippers must wear face masks except during
reception of communion. Further notices are on the third page of this edition of the parish paper.
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THEY HAVE EACH OTHER’S NUMBER

UR LORD JESUS leveled
His most severe rebukes
and condemnations at the Pharisees. They were not the only
group of scoundrels in first century Palestine! The Herodians
were unscrupulous and vicious
politicians. The Sadducees were
contemptuous and blatant unbelievers. Yet the Lord is gentle
with those groups by comparison
with the stern treatment He gave
the Pharisees. Why single out the
Pharisees when there were plenty
of other bad actors on the stage?
The answer was the Pharisees had
the fatal vice of the spiritual life.
As we are told in the Lord’s parable, “They trusted in themselves
that they were righteous.” Other
groups of sinners and worldlyminded people are treated differently. But the subtle disease of
spiritual pride attacks religious
people in all ages, and it is always
fatal.
In another place Jesus declared,
“Everyone that exalteth himself
shall be humbled; but he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted.” And so the Lord gave this

parable to explain that humbleness is
the pre-existing condition of our relationship with Almighty God.

role in his prayer. God was to
listen solemnly and attentively
and with appreciation while the
man listed his own virtues. And
when it was all over, the Pharisee
went away satisfied and pleased
with himself. And that is where
spiritual pride is so deadly. The
prideful soul goes away satisfied
and is pleased with God and itself. Unless there is some drastic
intervention, there is no wake-up
call and no correction. Jesus says
this man has had no experience of
God.

In this parable Jesus showed a Pharisee doing all sorts of right and good
things. This man came to the Temple
to give thanks to God. Score a point!
He was acknowledging that God had
richly blessed him and saved him
from great sins. Score another point
God had helped this Pharisee be generous, just, and chaste. This man was
an observer of all religious duties
and he was charitable in his dealings
with others. It all sounds good to us.
But the Lord’s verdict was that this
man was merely worshiping himself.
The Pharisee was, in fact, instructing Almighty God to play a minor

The correction to spiritual pride
lies in cultivating a habit of mind
by which we think of ourselves as
we appear to Almighty God rather
than as we think of ourselves and
our appearance to other people.
We become aware of the Lord
when our own internal chatter and
assertions are stilled. Jesus gives
us the example in His parable. It
is the other man, the tax collector.
He has gotten out of God’s way.
His cry for help may have also
come from a focus on self, but
there is a crucial difference. He
has made his self-examination as
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he appears before God. And so his
cry opens the door to his Heavenly
Father.
This cry for help is the only basis
any of us has for a relationship to
Almighty God. The very Name JESUS means “He Who saves.” Jesus
Christ is the incarnation of God’s
mercy, and we can have a relationship with Him on the terms He has
provided, that we are recipients of
His saving mercy.
That is where the prayers of the
two men are so different. By calling himself a sinner, and by calling
on God’s mercy, the persons at both
ends of the tax collector’s prayer
have been accurately identified.
They have each other’s number. A
connection has been made and communication is possible. The Pharisee is only listening to a busy signal
or a dial tone! The Lord Jesus gives
the Divine verdict. The tax collector
was the one who went home justified rather than the other man.
In many places Christ warns that
every letter of the Law must be fulfilled and every sin paid for and every soul must become perfect. That
is not said to scare us into inaction
or despair! But it does serve notice
that cosmic law functions as the
most exact science of all, with total
exactitude. There are no shortcuts
and no fuzziness. Beware of people
who want to put fuzziness into religion! And the exact science that is
cosmic law is the backdrop to God’s
mercy. Jesus assures us we can be
recipients of Divine mercy. Because
God “Giveth grace unto the lowly.”
(James 4:6)
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on October
27, 2013. The gospel passage for Mass was
St Luke 18:9-14.

YOUR LIFE REFLECTS YOUR FAITH
Lord,
When I am hungry,
give me someone in need of food;
When I am thirsty,
send me someone needing a drink;
When I am cold,
send me someone to warm;
When I am grieved,
offer me someone to console;
When my cross grows heavy,
let me share another’s cross, too;
When I am poor,
lead me to someone in need;
When I have no time,
give me someone I can help a little while;
When I am humiliated,
let me have someone to praise;
When I am disheartened,
send me someone to cheer;
When I am in need of understanding,
give me someone who needs mine;
When I need to be looked after,
send me someone to care for;
When I am blinded by pride,
give me someone’s feet to wash;
When I think only of myself,
draw my thoughts to another; and
When I am dying,
give me a reason to continue to live for Thee.
¶ In the spirit of Saint Francis of Assisi this prayer was composed by a
Japanese co-worker of St Teresa of Calcutta in the Missionaries of Charity.
Saint Francis Day is October 4th and falls on a Sunday this year.

Contra Mundum

SHORT NOTES

Ñ Many thanks to the McDermotts, Bradfords, and Steve Cavanaugh, who provided altar
flowers on Sundays during the
growing season. If you would
like to provide flowers during
the fall for any special occasion,
please contact the chaplain.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass will be offered for parishioner Terry Maltsberger on Saturday, October 3rd.
May he rest in peace. Mass is at 8
AM at the Marian altar in St Theresa of Ávila Church.
Ñ Father Bradford will arrange
online instruction for anyone
considering reception and/or confirmation in the Catholic Church.
A syllabus is available.
Ñ All Souls’ Day is Monday,
November 2nd. Requiem Mass
will be offered at 11:30 AM in St
Lawrence Church, Chestnut Hill.
Intercession papers for names of
departed loved ones will be available during the month of October.
Ñ Massachusetts Citizens for
Life calls our attention to the annual Massachusetts March for
Life, to be held Saturday, November 7, 2020 from 1–4 PM,
meeting at the Boston Common.
Ñ Parishioner Steven Hardy
is president of a new chapter of
Massachusetts Citizens for Life,
the Boston Metro Chapter, serving Boston, Brookline, Brighton,
Chestnut Hill, and Jamaica Plain.
Ñ The September 18th issue of
The Pilot (Vol 191, No. 36) contains a special pullout section
honoring senior priests. Page
2 contains an article on Father
Bradford, and on page 16 is an
“ad” from St Theresa’s honoring
the occasion.
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COVID-19 UPDATE

T

(Continued)

HE PRIEST AND THOSE
assisting with the service
have a temperature check before
entering. Pews are roped off for
proper social distancing. Our Sunday Ordinariate Mass has been
averaging thirteen in attendance.
Our organist Jim Reedy has been
accompanying hymns sung by
one of our cantors.
Daily Masses have resumed in
many parish churches. St Theresa’s offers an 8:30 AM Mass
on Mondays, Wednesday, and
Fridays. Weather permitting,
many churches are offering an
outdoor Mass. Confessions are
scheduled, using various formats.
Check websites for local information. Many parishes are also live
streaming Masses.

Saint Luke’s Day
Sunday, October 18, 2020
Because October 18th is a Sunday
this year, the observance is not
made.
Saint Luke is patron of doctors
and surgeons and there is a tradition that since he was an artist with
words, he is also patron of artists.
In the collection of the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston is a painting
by Rogier van der Weyden (13991464) depicting St Luke painting
the portrait of the Blessed Virgin
Mary (shown below).

The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation remains in
effect in the Archdiocese of Boston.

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
Sunday, November 1, 2020
“Today, I may be the victim, but tomorrow it may be you. While this year
it may be a Catholic against whom the finger of suspicion is pointed, in
other years it has been, and may someday be again, a Jew, or a Quaker,
or a Unitarian or a Baptist.”
Sen. John F. Kennedy
¶ An excerpt of a speech made to a group of Protestant ministers in Houston, Texas, in September, 1960.
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SEEING CHRISTIANITY IN A CONCRETE FORM

OROTHY DAY TELLS
her own conversion story
in the first part of her beautiful, soul-searching memoir, The
Long Loneliness. She was born
in 1897 in Brooklyn, and she
grew up in different cities in the
United States as the family followed the fortunes of her father,
who was a newspaper reporter.
Though there was no religion
at home, Dorothy was exposed
to Christianity at a very early
age by her neighbors. An avid
reader who studied the Bible,
she was baptized Episcopalian,
and she believed in Christianity as a youth. She also read the
literature of her time, often dealing with the plight of the poor,
whom she saw all around her in
the urban environment of those
days. The twofold attraction to
Jesus and to the poor was present
in her life almost from the beginning.
In college, however, Dorothy
became disillusioned with Christianity because so many Christians seemed to ignore the poor.
She joined socialist and anarchist
circles, becoming a reporter for
their journals in New York. While
Dorothy writes with admiration
of the sacrifices and generosity
of her non-believing friends, she
admits that she herself lived a
self-centered life and indulged her
own desires. She had several love
affairs, and in 1918 became pregnant and had an illegal abortion.
Dorothy wanted to be a radical,
but she wondered whether for her
it was anything more than a justi-

did not take away her desire to
know God. Instead it heightened
her desire to show gratitude to
the Creator of all good things.
When she became pregnant in
1925, she knew that she had to
raise her child as a Christian.
She turned to the place where
she had always seen Christianity in a concrete form, shaping
the lives of poor people every
day, the Catholic Church.

fication for dissolute living. Meanwhile she was still drawn by God,
and sometimes visited Catholic
churches in New York, where she
found a sense of peace, and also—
at every Mass or devotion or any
time during the day—the poor on
their knees before God, the poor
whom she wanted to love (so many
of whom, at that time, were immigrants from southern and eastern
Europe).
Writing brought Dorothy some
modest financial success. She
bought a beach house in Staten
Island and entered into a stable
though irregular union with an anarchist named Forster Batterham.
For several years she lived a quiet
life surrounded by natural beauty,
but she found that the measure of
human happiness she experienced

Dorothy met a gruff but kind
retired Sister of Charity (Sister
Aloysia), who taught her the
catechism (and eventually became her godmother). She had
her baby daughter baptized, but
hesitated herself for another
year because of Batterham’s
objections to organized religion. She realized they would
have to be separated if she became Catholic, but she eventually
chose to follow God and entered
the Church. She was also following God’s poor, even though
many Catholics—like other
Christians—did not seem to care
much about them. Dorothy, however, had seen them in the churches and known them in the slums.
She knew that it was the will of
Christ to serve him in the poor and
defend their dignity. This became
the source of her immensely fruitful vocation to found the Catholic
Worker movement.
John Janaro
¶ John Janaro is associate professor
emeritus of theology in Christendom
College, Front Royal, Va. He is an author and lecturer and writes frequently
for Magnificat magazine, and has written a series of Great Conversion Stories.
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AN INFORMED ELECTORATE
is considered remote material cooperation, which can be permitted in the presence of proportionate reasons.” What proportionate
reasons means is you believe
the good to be done outweighs
the evil that will be done. But
because abortion is thoroughly
wrong, the good must be very
good.

T

HE WORD CATHOLIC,
καθολικός, means “according to wholeness.” And so the
Catholic Church teaches and defends eternal truths. Catholics,
and all people, live in a fallen
world. The question is: how do
we remain faithful to those eternal
truths in that fallen world? And
the answer is not always clear cut.
As Pope St John Paul Il wrote
in Evangelium Vitae, abortion is
a crime no human law can claim
to legitimize. Pope Benedict XVI
wrote (as Cardinal Ratzinger, in
2002) that abortion violates, “the
essence of the moral law, which
concerns the integral good of the
human person.” So we cannot
support abortion in any way. The
Cardinal went on to say “When a
Catholic does not share a candidate’s stand in favor of abortion
and/or euthanasia, but votes for
that candidate for other reasons, it

Besides the sanctity of human
life, there are other issues to be
considered: redefining marriage,
religious liberty vs. the LGBTQ agenda, conscience rights
in health care, school choice
(and transgender bathrooms in
schools), and social experiments
in the military services, to name
a few.
So be informed on church teaching, political party platforms, and
candidates’ statements, as I know
you are. And remember: life is
short, and eternity is a long time.
Father Bradford
¶ There is a fine article by David Mills
entitled “The Church does not tell us
whom we can and can’t vote for” in the
September 6-12, 2020 (Vol 109, No. 20)
issue of Our Sunday Visitor.

WHEN LACK OF
LOVE PEEPS OUT

H

ERE ARE AREAS WHERE
you truly try—yet you fail.
Why? Because the desire is too
surface—the “yes” to love isn’t
coming from the very depths
of you, and so, when taken unawares, lack of love peeps out
What can you do? ...
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The great agony of being unregenerate man is precisely that:
we just can’t. Our will isn’t
enough “ours” to be all gathered
up in one total act whenever we
want to. But, when we are wholly convinced of our helplessness—and that’s a tremendous
grace and we have to suffer and
struggle to learn it—then we
have the first condition for holiness. ...
And the second is to realize
that, in proportion as we see that
we can’t, we must believe that
God can, and will, and longs for
nothing more.
But, for the third condition, we
must ask him to transform us,
holding our helplessness up to
him constantly which, in turn,
we won’t have the incentive to
do so long as we feel we can
fumble along well enough as
we are. ... So really, what I feel
God wants so passionately to do
in you is to have you see, openeyed, your weakness, and turn
with constant trust to him to be
loved and so made loving.
Sister Wendy Beckett
¶ Sister Wendy (1930-2018) was a
contemplative hermit who lived in
Norfolk, England, and was a noted art
expert. This excerpt is from Spiritual
Letters, 2013, reproduced by Bloomsbury Publishing, Plc.
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CAPTURED BY CHRIST

I

T IS GOOD TO REFLECT
that you are ... called to be
witnesses in this generation
to the vitality of the Church’s
youth—to be witnesses to the
power and effectiveness of
Christ’s grace to capture the
hearts of the young today. The
world needs concrete proof that
Christ can draw this generation to himself. And you must
show that you have understood
the meaning of life in the context of Christ’s love and his call.
You are called to bear witness to
the fact that, amid the thousand
and one attractions and options
offered by the modern world,
you have been “captured” by
Christ, to the point of giving up
all the rest, in order to become
his companions and disciples;
in order to embrace his mission
and, finally, his cross; and in
order to know the power of his
Resurrection.

The consideration of being
witnesses to the strength of
Christ’s grace leads us naturally to something that is at
the summit of our very being:
our own freedom. It is only
through the exercise of this
freedom—God’s great gift to
us—that we can adequately
respond to his invitation, to
the call of his grace, to the
love that he offers us. For
each one of you the present
challenge is this: to surrender your hearts and your wills
to Christ under the action of
the Holy Spirit, to give yourselves freely and totally and
perseveringly to Christ. The
Lord Jesus asks for the response
of your freedom, for the oblation
of your liberty. And the words of
the psalm enable you to reply: My
heart is ready, God; my heart is
ready. ...
You are therefore called to bear
witness to your Catholic Faith in
all its purity; you are called to be
witnesses to the victory of Christ’s
love, not as an abstract power, but
as it touches your own lives and
consecrates your own freedom.
For all of you this is indeed an
hour for great trust.
Saint John Paul II
¶ Saint John Paul II was Supreme Pontiff from 1978-2005. This sermon was
preached in the English College in Rome
on December 17, 1979.

“I love living. I have some problems with my life, but living is
the best thing they’ve come up
with so far.”
Neil Simon

THE MONTH OF
THE HOLY ROSARY

We can profitably use this month
of October to refresh our contemplation of the mysteries of
the Holy Rosary and to improve
the quality of our meditations.
We may do this by rereading and
reflecting upon those parts of the
New Testament which relate to
each mystery. It might also do
us good to have recourse to art.
The Provost favours all things
high baroque, but whether your
preference happens to be primitive Tuscan or something more
contemporary, the Church has
produced a vast treasure house of
images which are all now accessible via a few clicks on a keyboard.
In these turbulent days, we
should pray the Holy Rosary for
the Church. We pray for reform
and renewal, and for the harmony that can only come with
faithfulness to the Deposit of
Faith entrusted to the Apostles
and taught continuously down
the centuries. Pray for unity, purification and peace, remembering that to be useful disciples to
Our Lord Jesus Christ we must
be blessed with purity and peace
of heart ourselves.
The Provost

¶ This excerpt is from a longer article
which appeared in the October, 2018
issue of The Oratory Parish Magazine
(Vol 95, No 1169) a publication of the
Brompton (London) Oratory.
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WALK IN HIS WAYS

HE LORD IS MY LIGHT and
my salvation; whom shall
I fear? How great was that servant who knew how he was given
light, whence it came, and what
sort of man he was when he was
favored by that light. The light he
saw was not that which fades at
dusk, but the light which no eye
has seen. Souls brightened by this
light do not fall into sin or stumble on vice.
Our Lord said: Walk while you
have the light in you. What other
light did he mean but himself? For
it was he who said: I came as a
light into the world, so that those
who have eyes may not see and
the blind may receive the light.
The Lord then is our light, the sun
of justice and righteousness, who
has shone on his Catholic Church
spread throughout the world. The
prophet spoke as a figure of the
Church when he cried: The Lord
is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The spiritual man who has been
thus illumined does not limp
or leave the path, but bears all
things. Glimpsing our true country from afar, he puts up with adversities; he is not saddened by
the things of time, but finds his
strength in God. He lowers his
pride and endures, possessing patience through humility. That true
light which enlightens every man
who comes into the world bestows itself on those who reverence it, shining where it wills, on
whom it wills, and revealing itself according to the will of God
the Son.

When this light begins to shine
upon the man who sat in darkness
and the shadow of death, in the
darkness of evil and the shadow of
sin, he is shocked, he calls himself
to account, repents of his misdeeds
in shame, and says: The Lord is my
light and my salvation; whom shall
I fear? Great is this salvation, my
brethren, which fears neither sickness nor lethargy and disregards
pain. We should then in the fullest sense not only with our voice
but with our very soul cry out, The
Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear? If he enlightens
and saves me, whom shall I fear?
Even though the dark shadows of
evil suggestions crowd about, the
Lord is my light. They can approach, but cannot prevail; they can
lay siege to our heart, but cannot
conquer it. Though the blindness
of concupiscence assails us, again
we say: The Lord is my light. For
he is our strength; he gives himself
to us and we give ourselves to him.
Hasten to this physician while you
can, or you may not be able to find
him when you want him.
John the Serene
¶ John the Serene (John the Silent) was
an Armenian saint known for leadership
and sanctity. He lived from c. 454-558.
He was a colleague of the better-known
St Sabbas.

Sunday, November, 1, 2020
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr.
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

