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COVID-19 UPDATES

The dispensation from Sunday Mass obligation remains in effect within the Archdiocese of Boston. The
Ordinariate of the Chair of St Peter has lifted the dispensation, putting the Sunday Mass obligation back into
effect for its parishes and people, with provisions for those at risk. A letter from Bishop Steven Lopes fully
describes the directive. As the pandemic continues, current rules may be found on various diocesan websites.

WHAT GOD HAS RESERVED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM

M

ANY YEARS AGO I
read in a newspaper
that a certain young woman
had been awarded the title of
Miss America. When a reporter asked her what she expected
from her elevation to this honor, she replied, “I want it all.”

hatch in case the marriage, as
they say today, “didn’t work
out.” Rather, I imagine, it was
because young people, being
young, expect life to last a long
time and regard death as too
depressing to think about.

Did she get it all, and if she
did, how long did she keep it?
I don’t know. All I can say is
that it did not last, because all
the goodies that this world offers end in death.
I don’t mean to suggest that
the good things of this world
are not worth striving for, but
only that they do not and cannot
last forever. I know a good number of couples whose marriages
impress me as solid and happy;
they are people who are not only
living together but are sharing
their lives—as long as they last.
Then I think of the words that the
singer Peggy Lee made famous:
“Is that all there is?”
I was once asked to officiate at
the wedding of a young couple.

I had a conversation with them beforehand about the ceremony during which I told them that they had
a choice between “I will love you
and honor you all the days of my
life,” and “until death do us part.” I
noticed that the young man seemed
displeased with “until death do us
part,” and I asked him why he did not
like it. He said that it was because it
mentioned death. Now, I don’t think
it was because pledging fidelity until death deprived him of an escape

This modern way of thinking, that “I must get it all here,”
is becoming more prevalent
in our increasingly secularist society, which includes a
lot of Christians who do not
recognize how secularist they
themselves really are. One
reason for their attachment to
this world is that, despite the
limitations and frustrations that
inevitably accompany our lives
here, these are nonetheless taken
as more enjoyable than unending
life with a boring God.
Such Christians lack imagination. For example, let us imagine
that a friend invites you to accompany him on a drive up a mountain to see a view. When you get
there and get out of the car, there
lies before a view so beautiful that
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it enthralls you. If you could hold
that ecstatic moment forever, you
would not let it go. Of course, our
bodies of flesh and blood would demand food and sleep, and we would
have to let it go and turn our attention elsewhere.
But if, after our resurrection from
death, we shall be confronted by the
direct vision of God, who is Absolute Being, Absolute Beauty, and
Absolute Good, we would never
let it go because God is Life and
the Creator of all other life in this
world. Would we ask Him to return
us to our previous lives here below,
so that we could catch a favorite TV
program?
Our handicap is that we find it
hard to imagine what life with God
in heaven would be. As St. Paul
wrote, “Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, nor has it entered into the
mind of man to conceive what God
has reserved for those who love
Him.” But the all-important consideration is not what good things God
will give us, but that we shall see
Him as He is in Himself. All other
things we shall see in Him who is
their source and purpose.
In the gospels, Our Lord speaks
frequently of his having come to
save us from our sins. But what
does he mean by salvation? It is
not merely the absence of punishment. It is, as He says over and over
again, eternal life, with God and in
God, who is the fulfillment of our
human life, and in whom we shall
find everything else that our hearts
truly desire.
“I have come,” Our Lord said,
“that they may have life and have it
more abundantly.” At the Last Supper, He said, “I am the way, and the

truth, and the life.” The meaning
of life is life itself, life lived to its
true fullness.
Belief in eternal life with God
gives our lives a fulfilling purpose and therefore a meaning that
transcends anything that life here
can provide. Eternal life does not
bar a degree of happiness here
below, but it offers us the assurance that life does not end with
earthly death but is fulfilled with
a happiness beyond our power
to imagine—if we are willing to
take it.
Fr Francis Canavan, S.J.
¶ Father Canavan (1917-2009) taught
political science at Fordham University
for many years. He was a critic of the
liberal individualist intellectual tradition.

COVID-19 UPDATES

I

(Continued)

N THE ARCHDIOCESE of
Boston priests and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion are limited to one communion call every two weeks.
The archdiocese is committed
to contact tracing. If, after attending Mass, a parishioner becomes
ill with Covid-19 symptoms,
that person is asked to notify the
priest/parish. The incident, but
not the name of the person, will
be posted on parish websites and
relayed to the local department
of health and the archdiocesan
chancery.

THE RIGHT OF SELF-WILL: COUNTERFEIT

“C

ONSCIENCE is a stern monitor, but in this century it has been
superseded by a counterfeit, which the eighteen centuries prior
to it never heard of, and could not have mistaken for it, if they had. It
is the right of self-will.”
Saint John Henry Cardinal Newman
¶ This is a quote from Cardinal Newman’s Letter to the Duke of Norfolk (1875),
which is actually a book of 150 pages. The Duke was a member of the Howard Family, which remained Catholic.

ALL SAINTS' DAY
Sunday, November 1, 2020
Solemn Mass & Sermon at 11:30 AM
Solemn TeDeum
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Saturday Mass in the Ordinariate form is offered each week at
8:00 AM at the Marian altar in St
Theresa of Ávila Church, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church
via the pavilion or St Theresa
Ave. side doors. A year’s-mind
Mass will be offered November
21st for Deacon Thomas Burke
and on November 28th for Joseph
LoPiccolo.
Ñ David Burt has published a
travel journal for his 2019-2020
pilgrimage to Ordinariate parishes and to Central America.
The journal is also intended as a
fund raiser for a parish church in
Guatemala that David has visited
several times. Details on the fund
raising are forthcoming.
Ñ Father Bradford offers Inquirers’ Classes each year for those
preparing to be received/confirmed in the Catholic Church.
Because of pandemic health protocols, a “remote learning” format will be in place. A syllabus is
provided. (In this regard see also
an article titled “Beginning and
Ending” in this edition of the parish paper.)
Ñ Peter Kreeft has a new book
titled Wisdom from the Psalms,
published by lgnatius Press, 245
pages, and listed for $17.95.

Ñ Saint Andrew’s Day is Monday, November 30th Because
Andrew is the “introducer to
Christ,” his feast day determines
the beginning of the Church Year
(which is always the Sunday nearest November 30th.) St Andrew is
patron saint of Scotland, Russia,
and a few other countries.
Ñ Parishioner Wilfrid Veldkamp
departed this life on September
27th after a long illness. May he
rest in peace. Arrangements are
being made for a Requiem Mass,
with a December memorial service planned when Wilfrid’s
younger daughter can return from
Sweden.
Ñ Elizabeth Edwards, mother of
Leila Lawler, passed to the Lord
on October 7th. She had attended
Mass at St Athanasius in its early
days and was also often at weekday Masses in St Theresa’s in
West Roxbury. May she rest in
peace. Our condolences to Leila
and Phillip and their family.
Ñ Thomas Howard departed this
life on October 15th after a long
illness. Dr Howard became Catholic in 1985 at age 50 after many

years as an Evangelical Protestant
and then an Anglo-Catholic. He
was a well-known teacher and author. He spoke at Evensong and at
dinner one Sunday when St Athanasius was meeting in St Aidan’s
Church in Brookline. May he rest
in peace.
Ñ Parishioner Steven Hardy
has presented the St Gregory the
Great Community with a beautiful new thurible in memory of
longtime parishioner and altar
server, Bruce Rand, who departed
this life in July. The thurible was
blessed and used at Mass for the
first time on Sunday, October
18th. Many thanks to Steven for
this fine and appropriate memorial gift.
Ñ Members of the St Gregory
the Great Community have given
a banner of St Gregory the Great
for use at our services in St Lawrence Church, Brookline, and in
thanksgiving for the pastoral care
of Fr Bradford. The new banner
was blessed at Mass on October
18th, which is the anniversary of
the day in 2016 that St Gregory’s
joined St Athanasius in a blended
congregation. The St Gregory
banner joins one of St Athanasius in the sanctuary at all of our
services. Many thanks to Kevin
McDermott for making all the arrangements for the gift.

ALL SOULS’ DAY
The Commemoration
of All Faithful Departed
Eastern Standard Time returns Sunday, November 1st. Set your clocks
back one hour Saturday night.

Monday, November 2, 2020
Requiem Mass & Sermon
at 11:30 AM
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BEGINNING AND ENDING: Notes on the Catechism

HE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE
of “last things” includes resurrection of the body, life everlasting, particular judgment, Heaven,
purgatory, hell, last judgment,
the hope of a new heaven and a
new earth. These “last things” can
only be properly understood in the
perspective of the first things: the
consummation of the divine plan
to save us through the Incarnation,
Passion, Death, and Resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Everything is
viewed in the light of the invitation to Trinitarian communion
which comes to us through Christ.
Trinitarian communion is personal communion. Whatever else we
will be by way of transfiguration
and glorification, in eternal life we
will continue as the identifiable
person we are now.
The physical body is not a disposable adjunct attached for a
time to the “real” person located
in the soul. Bodiliness is essential to our identity in this life and
the next. Any idea which speaks
solely of “immortality of the soul”
is less than a complete description
of Catholic doctrine about life to
come. Church teaching includes
the resurrection of the body. And
therefore Catholicism says NO
to reincarnation, and to any divine absorption of souls. Christ’s
Resurrection as an embodied-yettransformed Person is a pledge of
our everlasting life as embodied
persons. “He showed them His
hands and His side.” John 20:20
When by God’s grace, and the
deliberate effort of our own free
will, we live the moral life, we
embrace the ultimate good of

Trinitarian communion. Growing
conformity to Christ (according to
the pattern of His Passion, Death,
and Resurrection) contributes to
our fitness for the enjoyment of
Trinitarian communion. Heaven is
the perfect life with the Holy Trinity, ¶1024 and only those who are
“perfectly purified” can enjoy that
communion. Others will not want
to be there. Heavenly life is not a
reward conferred upon completion
of life on earth. Living the moral
life, and purification, make us fit
to enjoy the glorified life of Heaven. ¶1030. What about Hell? Can
a life of mortal sin and persistent
unrepentance make a person permanently unfit for the enjoyment
of Heaven? The Catholic doctrine
says: yes, this can happen. ¶1033
Almighty God does not predestinate or consign anyone to Hell.
Hell is the natural consequence of
a life lived apart from God, and
the torment of Hell is to know that
God is the great love of your life
and you have turned irreversibly
away from it. The Catholic Church

says this is possible but does not
speculate upon who or how many
souls are in that irreversible condition. The Church Expectant has
a nickname: Purgatory. It is the
realm of God where souls expect
to see God face to face in His
good time. Purgatory is an interval, a temporary deferment of the
enjoyment of a promised bliss.
No one flunks out of purgatory!
Suppose you have friends who
are accomplished tennis players.
Each Saturday you watch them
go off to the courts to play, and
you cannot go with them because
your skills do not match theirs.
So you take lessons and gradually
improve your game. And the happy day arrives when you can join
your friends on the tennis court!
Catholics are urged to pray for
souls in Purgatory. ¶1032
Particular judgment is Christ
determining each man’s fitness
to enter Heaven through purification, or into everlasting damnation. Last Judgement affirms our
Catholic faith that Christ’s return
in glory will reveal the good each
person has done or failed to do,
¶1039. Last Judgement will also
reveal the ultimate meaning of the
whole work of creation. The end
of time is not a case of “last one
out turn out the lights!” The end
of time is a consummation. Creation reaches the goal for which
Almighty God created all things.
¶1048
Father Bradford
¶ These “bullets” are talking points in
Fr Bradford’s notebook for Confirmation
classes. During the Advent Season the
Church is mindful of the four last things:
Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell.
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REACH OUT TO ASSEMBLIES IN HEAVEN

E SEE THAT DEATH IS
GAIN, life is loss. Paul
says: For me life is Christ, and
death a gain. What does “Christ”
mean but to die in the body, and
receive the breath of life? Let us
then die with Christ, to live with
Christ. We should have a daily
familiarity with death, a daily
desire for death. By this kind of
detachment our soul must learn
to free itself from the desires
of the body. It must soar above
earthly lusts to a place where
they cannot come near, to hold it
fast. It must take on the likeness
of death, to avoid the punishment
of death. The law of our fallen
nature is at war with the law of
our reason and subjects the law
of reason to the law of error.
What is the remedy? Who will
set me free from this dead body?
The grace of God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
We have a doctor to heal us; let
us use the remedy he prescribes.
The remedy is the grace of
Christ, the dead body our own.
Let us then be exiles from our
body, so as not to be exiles from
Christ. Though we are still in the
body, let us not give ourselves to
the things of the body. We must
not reject the natural rights of the
body, but we must desire before
all else the gifts of grace.
What more need be said? It was
by the death of one man that the
world was redeemed. Christ did
not need to die if he did not want
to, but he did not look on death as
something to be despised, something to be avoided, and he could
have found no better means to

life had forfeited. Without the
assistance of grace, immortality
is more of a burden than a blessing.

save us than by dying. Thus his
death is life for all. We are sealed
with the sign of his death; when
we pray we preach his death; when
we offer sacrifice we proclaim his
death. His death is victory; his
death is a sacred sign; each year his
death is celebrated with solemnity
by the whole world.
What more should we say about
his death since we use this divine example to prove that it was
death alone that won freedom from
death, and death itself was its own
redeemer? Death is then no cause
for mourning, for it is the cause of
mankind’s salvation. Death is not
something to be avoided, for the
Son of God did not think it beneath
his dignity, nor did he seek to escape it.
Death was not part of nature; it
became part of nature. God did not
decree death from the beginning;
he prescribed it as a remedy. Human life was condemned because
of sin to unremitting labor and unbearable sorrow and so began to
experience the burden of wretchedness. There had to be a limit to
its evils; death had to restore what

The soul has to turn away
from the aimless paths of this
life, from the defilement of an
earthly body; it must reach out
to those assemblies in heaven
(though it is given only to the
saints to be admitted to them)
to sing the praises of God. We
learn from Scripture how God’s
praise is sung to the music of
the harp: Great and wonderful
are your deeds, Lord God Almighty; just and true are your
ways, King of the nations. Who
will not revere and glorify your
nature? You alone are holy; all
nations will come and worship
before you. The soul must also
desire to witness your nuptials,
Jesus, and to see your bride escorted from earthly to heavenly
realities, as all rejoice and sing:
All flesh will come before you.
No longer will the bride be held
in subjection to this passing
world but will be made one with
the spirit.
Above all else, holy David
prayed that he might see and
gaze on this: One thing I have
asked of the Lord, this I shall
pray for: to dwell in the house
of the Lord all the days of my
life, and to see how gracious is
the Lord.
Saint Ambrose
¶ Saint Ambrose (c.340-397) was
Bishop of Milan and one of the great
figures of the 4th Century. He is one of
the four Latin Doctors of the Church
and was believed to have baptized St
Augustine.
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A GENERAL LAW FOR ALL

HRIST CAME TO GATHER
the scattered and to lead them
back to the proper state of man or
to the practice of the one religion
(cf. Jn 4:20-23, Eph 1:10). For the
people were subjected to different kings, adopted different laws,
and were corrupted by different
errors. We read in Judges 17: In
those days there was no king in Israel (Jgs 17:6) and in Hosea 3:4:
Many days the children of Israel
sat down, without a king or a ruler (as well as without sacrifice or
altar, as without priestly garb or
house gods).
And therefore Christ came,
in order to be the one reigning
king of the whole world himself,
whose dominion would be universal, whose empire universal,
and whose reign eternal. And this
is shown clearly in his birth, because then he manifested himself
as the king of the people when
kings adored him (Mt 2:11); as
the king of the angels playing on
their stringed instruments as they
rejoiced (Lk 2:13-14); as king of
the [Jews] awaiting him because
the shepherds listened (Lk 2:1516); as king of the heavenly bodies because the stars knew him
(Ps 148:3). ...
Furthermore, he came so that
there would be one law moving
the people of the whole world forward. … Therefore, because there
was an imperfect law, another
legislator had to come whose task
would be to give a general law for
all, as we read in the last chapter of Mark (16:15): Go into the
whole world, preach the Gospel
to every creature, et cetera.

Moreover, a spiritual law is written in the hearts of the people, as it
says in Jeremiah .31: I will put my
law within them and I will write it
in their hearts (Jer 31:33).
Even more, the law of love
(amor) which speaks of heavenly
things: Do penance; the Kingdom
of heaven has drawn near, as Matthew 3:2 reads, and Isaiah 33:22:
The lord, our king, the Lord, our
lawgiver. And the Psalmist says:
Establish, 0 lord, a legislator over
them, so that they may know that
they are mere human beings (Ps
9:21).
Saint Thomas Aquinas
¶ This excerpt is taken from The
Academic Sermons, The Fathers of the
Church: Medieval Continuation, Vol. II,
Catholic University of America Press,
2010.

A DAY OF
THANKSGIVING

“T

HE
SENATE
AND
HOUSE of Representatives of the United States have by
a joint resolution signified their
desire that a day may be recommended to be observed by the
people of the United States with
religious solemnity as a day of
thanksgiving and of devout acknowledgments to Almighty God
for His great goodness manifested
in restoring to them the blessing
of peace.
No people ought to feel greater
obligations to celebrate the goodness of the Great Disposer of
Events of the Destiny of Nations
than the people of the United
States. His kind providence originally conducted them to one of
the best portions of the dwelling
place allotted for the great family
of the human race.
He protected and cherished them
under all the difficulties and trials
to which they were exposed in
their early days. Under His fostering care their habits, their sentiments, and their pursuits prepared
them for a transition in due time
to a state of independence and
self-government. In the arduous
struggle by which it was attained
they were distinguished by multiplied tokens of His benign interposition.

SOLEMNITY OF
CHRIST THE KING
Sunday, November 22, 2020
Solemn Mass & Sermon
at 11:30 AM
Solemn TeDeum

During the interval which succeeded He reared them into the
strength and endowed them with
the resources which have enabled
them to assert their national rights,
and to enhance their national character in another arduous conflict,

Contra Mundum
which is now so happily terminated by a peace and reconciliation with those who have been our
enemies. And to the same Divine
Author of every good and perfect
gift we are indebted for all those
privileges and advantages, religious as well as civil, which are
so richly enjoyed in this favored
land.
It is for blessings such as these,
and more especially for the restoration of the blessing of peace,
that I now recommend that a day
be set apart as a day on which
the people of every religious denomination may in their solemn
assembles unite their hearts and
their voices in a freewill offering
to their Heavenly Benefactor of
their homage of thanksgiving and
of their songs of praise.
A Proclamation for Thanksgiving Day given at the city of Washington on the 4th day of March,
A.D. 1815, and of the Independence of the United States the
thirty-ninth.
James Madison
James Madison (1751-1836) served as
the fourth President of the United States
(1809-1817) and is often referred to as
the “Father of the Constitution.”

THANKSGIVING DAY
November 26, 2020
Solemn Mass & Sermon
at 10:30 AM

EVERY MEMBER
CANVASS

P

LEASE RETURN your
filled-in pledge card, indicating the amount of financial giving
you plan to make next year to the
Congregation of St Athanasius
(for operations) and the Saint
Gregory the Great savings fund.
This will greatly assist our finance
committee in allocating funds
to meet our budgetary needs in
2021. Enclose your pledge card in
the envelope provided and either
place it in the Sunday alms basin
or mail it to the chaplain.
Our finance committee members
are Stephen Cavanaugh, Kevin
McDermott, Evelyn Theriault,
Peggy Evers, Rich Balmer, and
Father Bradford. Our business
manager is Rick Timmerman.
Many thanks for your support and
generosity.
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

A

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

On Advent Sunday we begin
with the Great Litany prior to
Mass. Sunday Mass readings are
taken from Year B, and the Daily
Mass readings from Year One.

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr.
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.

ADVENT SEASON

DVENT SUNDAY is November 29, 2020. Now is
the time to order Advent Wreath
supplies, calendars, and special
readings. We have two books
for sale, a book of meditations
for every day and written by Fr
Stravinkas, and the Magnificat
Advent Companion, with meditations written for each day by
various authors.

CONTRA MUNDUM
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

