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COVID-19 UPDATES
The dispensation from Sunday Mass obligation remains in effect within the Archdiocese of Boston. The 
Ordinariate of the Chair of St Peter has lifted the dispensation, putting the Sunday Mass obligation back into 
effect for its parishes and people, with provisions for those at risk. A letter from Bishop Steven Lopes fully 
describes the directive. As the pandemic continues, current rules may be found on various diocesan websites.

Rorate Caeli desuper et 
nubes pluant justum - 

Aperiatur terra et germinet 
Salvatorem.

(Drop down dew, ye heav-
ens, from above, and let 
the clouds rain down the 

just One - Let the earth be 
opened and send forth a 

Saviour.)

THESE WORDS from 
the prophet Isaias, which 

form the versicle and response at 
Vespers during the next weeks, 
really set the tone for the whole of 
Advent. They are pregnant with 
longing. It is as if the dry dust 
of the parched earth itself groans 
with expectation of the oceans 
of refreshment from Heaven that 
will transform the desert into a vi-
brant landscape of life and colour.

We often hear it said that “you 
can’t turn the clock back.” But 
in this period of Advent, the 
Church’s liturgy does just that, on 
one level at least. The liturgy is 
like a ship that carries us through 
the Mysteries of our holy Faith, 

and allows us to experience them not 
just as mere spectators but as partic-
ipants in the drama of redemption. 
The clock is turned back as we are 
transported to that time of longing of 
the Prophets. Advent is a season of 
penitence, in which the liturgical co-
lour is purple and we make repara-
tion for sins. But it is also filled with 
joyful expectation, as we prepare to 
celebrate the arrival of the Prince of 
Peace at Christmas and the estab-
lishment of the Kingdom of Heaven 
on earth. The liturgy transports us to 
the past not for the sake of nostalgia 
or sentimentality, but rather to equip 
us with the spiritual and supernatu-
ral resources which we need to live 

THE EARTH GROANS FOR THE DEW OF GOD’S GRACE
in the present. In that first 
coming in Bethlehem, the 
Messiah came to earth in 
meekness as an infant. He 
did not come to impose a 
new regime by means of 
swords or armies. Rather, 
He came to win our hearts 
through repentance and 
conversion.

The meekness of His 
first coming and His re-

spect for our freedom mean that 
for two thousand years men have 
remained at liberty to close their 
hearts to Him. And today many 
have closed their hearts to Him. 
The results are all around us. We 
see it in the moral vacuum that has 
been created in our own society, 
which in many ways is in open 
rebellion against the laws which 
God has written into nature. A 
culture which has been hollowed 
out from the centre is like a fragile 
shell – one serious blow, and the 
whole thing is likely to collapse. 
This past year, sections of the 
British media openly celebrated 
the lifting of the ban on abortion 
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in Ireland, which has facilitated the 
‘legal’ extermination of countless 
innocent lives. In our own Parlia-
ment, meanwhile, there are moves 
to remove what little protection the 
unborn child still possesses inside a 
mother’s womb. We might well ask: 
“Why does the Prince of  Peace not 
intervene to rectify this?”

The Gospel readings in Advent as-
sure us that the time for His second 
coming and definitive intervention 
has been set, even if the date has not 
been revealed to us. And when He 
does return, it will not be in meek-
ness and frailty as with His first 
arrival in Bethlehem, but rather in 
majesty, with armies of angels. On 
that Day of Judgment justice will 
be done, and be seen to be done, on 
a universal scale. That blood of the 
innocents which cries to Heaven 
will find its vindication.

Just as, in the days of the later 
prophets, the earth groaned like a 
parched desert for the coming of 
the Messiah, so the earth groans 
today like a parched desert for the 
dew of God’s grace. And our souls 
also groan for refreshment and the 
strength we need to sustain us until 
He returns in Glory. In the coming 
weeks when grace rains down from 
Heaven in answer to the Church’s 
petitions, we are invited to spend 
time in Our Lord’s company so 
that He might refresh us and renew 
us. In this time of grace He wants 
to give us something so that we in 
turn have something to give to this 
broken and wounded world. So one 
thing we should do this Advent is to 
give some more time to God. In the 
coming weeks we shall no doubt 
be hearing a lot from high-minded 
clerics about the evils of consum-
erism. Perhaps we should try a dif-

ferent type of consumerism from 
the frenzied shopping that takes 
place around us in central Lon-
don. We can make a resolution to 
be more assiduous about consum-
ing the word of God in the Holy 
Scriptures. Devour Scripture, 
just like the Prophet Ezekiel de-
voured the scroll that was given 
to Him by God. Follow the cycle 
of Scriptures as proposed to us 
in the Church’s liturgy, reflecting 
on them, savouring and digesting 
them so that they become a part 
of us. Accompany this meditation 
with our prayers – the collects ap-
pointed for daily Mass in Advent 
are bursting with meaning, and 
full of petitions which articulate 
our neediness before God.

Rorate Caeli desuper – rain 
down dew ye Heavens. Yes, we 
can be sure that there is an abun-
dance of Divine Grace raining 
down from Heaven in these days. 
But we have to prepare ourselves 
to receive it.

The Provost
¶ This article is taken from THE ORA-
TORY PARISH MAGAZINE (Decem-
ber, 2018, Vol 95, No. 1171), a publica-
tion of the Brompton (London) Oratory.

COVID-19 UPDATES
(Continued)

WITH THE CURRENT 
SURGE in Covid-19 in-

fections there may be changes in 
pandemic health protocols at any 
time.

For Masses in churches, win-
dows and doors should be open 
where possible and members of 
the congregation are urged to 
dress warmly.

CHRISTMAS 
FLOWER 

ENVELOPES 

are available for your memorial 
donations to help decorate the 
church for Christmas. These en-
velopes are available in the tract 
case.

ADVENT
Sunday Mass readings are now taken from Year B in the three-year cy-
cle. Daily Mass readings are taken from Year One.
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comes at Christmas; He comes in 
our communions; He will come 
again at the end of time to judge 
the world. Of those three comings 
the first, Christmas Day, is the 
least important. It sounds strange 
to say that. But there would be no 
gospel good news if our yearly an-
niversary celebration of Christ’s 
Birth was a day-by-day ticking 
of the clock separating us more 
and more from a distant and past 
joyous event to which we have 
no connection. (In point of fact 
we do not even know when Our 
Lord was born.) Christmas Day is 
derivative of the fact that Jesus is 
there. And that is of primary im-
portance. He is in our Christmas 
communion and in every commu-
nion. And He will come again at 
the end of time when all that God 
has planned will come to fulfill-
ment. That is when all of us will 
give an account of what we have 
done with His gifts to us.

So that is our expectation, and 
we are preparing for the coming 

of Christ. That is why you are 
here tonight.

In decorating houses and prop-
erties for Christmas, many people 
set out a Nativity creche. This re-
minds us at Bethlehem there was 
no room in the inn for the Holy 
Family. All the innkeeper could 
offer was a stable out back. It 
wasn’t a spare guest room for an 
overflow crowd. It was a place for 
cattle and their silage. As such it 
didn’t pass the white-glove test! 
All the innkeeper could offer St 
Joseph and the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was a roof over their heads. 
That cattle shed reminds us when 
Christ came into the world to save 
us, the world was a mess.

But you and I now call Jesus 
Lord and Saviour. And so it is 
proper, and loving and fitting, for 
us to prepare the best place pos-
sible for His residence. The world 
may still be a dirty mess. But you 
and I are preparing a mansion for 
the King. It will not be a palace 
made of bricks and mortar and 
containing fine furniture. There 
will be one piece of furniture. We 
call it the human heart. Jesus is in-
terested in that heart. And in Ad-
vent we are preparing that throne 
for the arrival of the King.

Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached at an Advent Pen-
ance Service in St Theresa of Ávila 
Church, December 17, 2019.

CONGRATULATIONS to 
all of you who are here this 

evening! I am not referring to the 
terrible weather. Rather, you are 
participating in a decidedly Ad-
vent activity. Any holiday worth 
celebrating is worth preparation. 
Christmas is no exception. The 
Church gives us the season of Ad-
vent to make room in our hearts 
for Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.

It is no accident daring this sea-
son at Sunday and daily Masses 
we are given large doses of read-
ings from the Old Testament 
prophet Isaiah. This is a reminder 
of the long centuries preceding 
the coming of Christ when wait-
ing for God’s future was the very 
definition of the nation of Israel

Time is God’s gift to us. Part 
of the gift is waiting in expecta-
tion. We wait for the Lord Who 
is coming. The very word Advent 
is Latin and means “coming.” 
And the Church instructs us there 
are three comings of Christ: He 

JESUS IS THERE

SOLEMNITY OF THE 
IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 

OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY

Tuesday, December 8, 2020
Holy Day of Obligation*

Mass in the Ordinariate Form 
at 11:30 AM

*Please note that the Mass obliga-
tion remains dispensed in the Arch-
diocese of Boston but has been lift-
ed in the  Ordinariate of the Chair 
of Saint Peter.
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Ñ The Mass time for the Solem-
nity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion may change. Watch for fur-
ther notice. 

Ñ The winter Ember Days are 
December 2nd, 4th, and 5th. In the 
Ordinariate observance the Friday 
Ember Day is an obligatory day of 
abstinence. The Friday abstinence 
(except during Christmas and 
Easter) is a long-standing custom 
still observed by many Catholics. 
The Ember Days are observed in 
support of the Sacred Ministry of 
the Church.
Ñ An Every Member Canvass for 
the financial support of the par-
ish is being conducted now. This 
is our version of a grand annual 
collection. As of press time we 
have received $16,545 in cash and 
pledges for the operating fund and 
$12,790 for the savings account. 
Please return your pledge card at 
your earliest convenience. Extra 
cards/envelopes are found in the 
tract case.
Ñ Saturday Mass on December 
19th is a year’s-mind Mass for 
Bernard Cardinal Law. May he 
rest in peace.
Ñ The Christmas collection at 
Masses on December 24th and 
25th benefit the clergy retirement 
fund of the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton. These funds provide stipends, 
housing, and medical insurance 
for the retired priests of the arch-
diocese. Please be generous.
Ñ A memorial Mass for parish-
ioner Wilfred Veldkamp will be 
offered in late December when 
his younger daughter, who lives 
in Sweden, can attend. Watch for 
further notice.

Ñ Father Bradford’s sermon “It Is 
as Christ Said” was published in 
the current edition of The Catholic 
Response magazine, November/ 
December 2020 issue (Vol. XVII, 
No. 3).

Ñ You are invited to help with 
the cost of air purifiers and weekly 
cleaning of St Lawrence Church. 
To date we have received $675 
from parishioners, for which we 
are thankful. Checks may be made 
payable to St Athanasius and 
marked “cleaning costs.” We will 
send all such funds on to St Mary’s 
Church.

Ñ A recent article in The Boston 
Globe newspaper indicated there 
are now one million residents of 
the Commonwealth who do not 
have enough food to eat and go 
hungry. Most parishes have a food 
pantry or provide a pickup site for 
a neighboring distribution center. 
Please consider making a regular 
contribution to a food pantry if you 
do not already do so.

SHORT NOTES

JESUS IS OUR 
LORD

WITH THE CONCLUSION 
of the election, Catholics 

will reflect on the results: But 
however the electorate chooses, 
several realities will remain:
• We are a divided, polarized and 

fragmented society, and no elec-
tion will easily repair the torn fab-
ric of American culture.
•  As long as abortion remains so 

much at the heart of the divide, we 
will be a broken and spiritually ill 
country.

For Catholics, we are called not 
to consider the election as a fin-
ished affair. Regardless of the 
outcome, this will be a moment to 
embrace the cardinal virtues and 
to live them in our daily lives and 
in how we go forward in Janu-
ary with the government we have 
elected.
We need to be actively engaged 

in the ongoing search for po-
litical and social reforms, as we 
have been in past eras marked by 
similar patterns of social injustice 
and political unrest. Our public 
institutions reflect the values and 
habits of the American people. To 
renew them, we heed to seek our 
own conversion and strengthen 
our own virtues.
The mission of defending human 

dignity and freedom does not end 
with any election. Likewise, the 
defense of religious liberty must 
continue, regardless of the occu-
pant of the Oval Office and which 
political party holds the majorities 
in the Senate and House.
Finally, we know as Catholics 

that politics is never ultimate. It 
is not the cause of our hope, and 
it is not the final aim of our lives. 
Jesus is Our Lord. This election 
year, more than ever, we will need 
to witness to this saving truth.

National Catholic Register
¶ This excerpt is taken from an editorial 
published in the newspaper’s October 
25-November 7, 2020 issue.
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Granted, modern militaries are 
far more advanced and better 
equipped. The field of battle is 
also more dynamic, less clearly 
defined, and constantly in flux. 
God willing, the pitched battles 
and devastating warfare of the 
20th century will remain a chap-
ter in our history books that nev-
er again needs to be written. But 
the sacrifices of our uniformed 
men and women are no less her-
culean now than they were 75 
years ago.

Approximately 24 percent of 
Americans today identify as 
Catholic. They also represent 
the largest “denomination” of 
Christians in the military, at 
22 percent. Mass attendance, 
however, has plummeted. The 
number of Catholics professing 
some of the most basic tenets of 
Catholicism is also alarmingly 
low. And though Jersey City’s 
population during World War I 
was about the same as it is to-
day, it is doubtful that any of 
its churches currently have 600 
active parishioners — and cer-
tainly not that many able-bodied 
men of fighting age. It seems 
as if the fertile vineyard from 
which virile fruits once sprouted 
has grown increasingly barren 
over time. It raises the ominous 
question: Who in the U.S. will 
answer the call to arms to “fight 
World War III?

Michael Wisniewski
¶ This excerpt is from, a guest column 
“How the West Was Lost,” which ap-
peared in the November 2020 (Volume 
LXXXVII, Number 9) edition of New 
Oxford Review. Used with permis-
sion. 

ACROSS FROM THE BREN 
 NAN COURTHOUSE on 

Baldwin Avenue in Jersey City 
is St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
Church, tucked away in an un-
assuming, tree-lined neighbor-
hood just below Journal Square. 
On the corner of Baldwin and 
Newark Avenues, to the left of 
the main entrance to the church, 
stands a humble plaque dedicat-
ed to the 661 parishioners who 
fought in World War I. It is a 
simple memorial, hardly notice-
able except for the rosebush and 
miniature American flag sentry 
at its base. Perhaps it was intend-
ed to be this subtle because these 
brave men considered service to 
their country nothing exception-
al — it was simply their patriotic 
duty. The rest of us, however, re-
member them as heroes.

Consider the implications of 
that number, six hundred and 
sixty-one. St. Joseph’s is not 
the largest church in town or the 
most magnificent. It is rather or-
dinary – in a charming way. Yet, 
such extraordinary parochial 
contributions were common-
place during both World Wars. 
Every Catholic church in Jer-
sey City has a similar memorial 
or plaque commemorating the 
wartime sacrifices of its parish-
ioners.

One can state with absolute cer-
tainty that Nazi fascism would 
not have been defeated without 
this fundamental fighting spirit. 
By 1945 more than 16 million 
Americans had served in World 
War II, or approximately 11 per-

cent of the total U.S. population. It 
is estimated that 32 percent of these 
American soldiers were Catholic 
and 65 percent Protestant. (The re-
mainder were Jewish or “other.”) 
It is also noteworthy that many of 
these Catholic soldiers were only a 
few generations removed from their 
immigrant roots at the time of their 
enlistment, and the U.S. had not 
fully reconciled with its changing 
Christian identity and anti-Catholic 
undercurrent. Nonetheless, these 
Catholics readily fought for God 
and country.

Much has changed since then. To-
day, the active component of the 
U.S. military numbers about 1.3 
million servicemen, or less than 
0.5 percent of the total population. 

CATHOLICS FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

This memorial is in Salisbury Cathedral in 
England. Similarly, St Lawrence Church, where 
we worship, has a memorial to parishioners 
who were members of the armed forces.
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DEARLY BELOVED, today 
 our Savior is born; let us 

rejoice. Sadness should have no 
place on the birthday of life. The 
fear of death has been swallowed 
up; life brings us joy with the 
promise of eternal happiness.

No one is shut out from this joy; 
all share the same reason for re-
joicing. Our Lord, victor over sin 
and death, finding no man free 
from sin, came to free us all. Let 
the saint rejoice as he sees the 
palm of victory at hand. Let the 
sinner be glad as he receives the 
offer of forgiveness. Let the pa-
gan take courage as he is sum-
moned to life.

In the fullness of time, chosen in 
the unfathomable depths of God’s 
wisdom, the Son of God took for 
himself our common humanity 
in order to reconcile it with its 
creator. He came to overthrow 
the devil, the origin of death, in 
that very nature by which he had 
overthrown mankind.

And so at the birth of our Lord 
the angels sing in joy: Glory to 
God in the highest, and they 
proclaim peace to his people on 
earth as they see the heavenly 
Jerusalem being built from all 
the nations of the world. When 
the angels on high are so exultant 
at this marvelous work of God’s 

goodness, what joy should it not 
bring to the lowly hearts of men?

Beloved, let us give thanks to 
God the Father, through his Son, 
in the Holy Spirit, because in his 
great love for us he took pity on 
us, and when we were dead in 
our sins he brought us to life with 
Christ, so that in him we might 
be a new creation. Let us throw 
off our old nature and all its ways 
and, as we have come to birth in 
Christ, let us renounce the works 
of the flesh.

Christian, remember your dig-
nity and now that you share in 
God’s own nature, do not return 
by sin to your former base condi-
tion.  Bear in mind who is your 
head and of whose body you are 
a member. Do not forget that you 
have been rescued from the pow-
er of darkness and brought into 
the light of God’s kingdom.

Through the sacrament of bap-
tism you have become a temple 
of the Holy Spirit. Do not drive 
away so great a guest by evil 
conduct and become again slave 
to the devil, for your liberty was 
bought by the blood of Christ.

Saint Leo the Great
¶ The Holy Father was elected to the 
See of Peter in 440 and reigned until 10 
November 461.

HE CAME TO FREE US ALLBELIEF COMES 
FIRST

I SUSPECT YOU’VE HEARD 
 the skeptic’s cry many times: 

“I’ll believe it when I see it!” But 
this gets it exactly backwards, ac-
cording to one of my dear friends 
in seminary: seeing is not be-
lieving, rather believing leads to 
seeing. As my friend put it on a 
bumper sticker: “I’ll see it when 
I believe it!”
And that’s exactly the point of 

today’s Gospel. The disciples 
are wondering when the Prophet 
Elijah is coming; all they see is a 
scruffy John the Baptist. Jesus re-
sponds: Elijah will indeed come 
and restore all things; but I tell 
you that Elijah has already come. 
By believing Jesus’ words they 
now see John the Baptist as Eli-
jah.
Seeing after believing is a prin-

cipal practice of the Christian 
life, especially as we prepare for 
Christmas. God promises to dwell 
among his people, but it takes 
faith to see the infant as Emman-
uel. God promises to be with us, 
too, each day when we struggle 
through difficulties and tempta-
tions, but we don’t always see 
him. But if we are willing to be-
lieve, if we are willing to listen to 
the words of Christ, our vision is 
supplemented by faith and a dif-
ferent world appears before our 
eyes. Indeed, a world where God 
is found even in a stable.

Fr Bonaventure Chapman, OP
¶ This reflection is based on Matthew 
17: 9-13. Father Chapman (b. 1982) 
went to Wycliff Hall, Oxford to study for 
the Episcopal priesthood. In his third 
year he was received into the Catholic 
Church and entered the Dominican Or-
der in 2010. This meditation appeared in 
the 2018 Magnificat Advent Companion.
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr. 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Note: Due to the pandemic surge, this schedule might change.

Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24, 2020 

Solemn Mass of Christmas at 8:30 PM 
Roman Martyrology & Blessing of the Crèche

Christmas Day 
Friday, December 25, 2020 

Low Mass & Sermon with Christmas music at 10:30 AM

Feast of the Holy Family
Sunday, December 27, 2020 

Low Mass with Cantor and Christmas music at 11:30 AM

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Friday, January 1, 2021 

Low Mass & Sermon with Christmas music at 10:30 AM

The Solemnity of The Epiphany Observed
Sunday, January 3, 2021* 

Solemn Mass & Sermon at 11:30 AM 
Epiphany Proclamation

*The Universal Church keeps The Epiphany on January 6th.
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA  02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA  02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church


