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The dispensation from Sunday Mass obligation remains in effect within the Archdiocese of Boston. The
Ordinariate of the Chair of St Peter has lifted the dispensation, putting the Sunday Mass obligation back into
effect for its parishes and people, with provisions for those at risk. A letter from Bishop Steven Lopes fully
describes the directive. As the pandemic continues, current rules may be found on various diocesan websites.
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THE ELEPHANT IN THE CLOSET

HEN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULTS for Massachusetts were
tabulated, President elect Joseph
Biden had received 1,200,000
more votes than President Donald
Trump. It was a decisive victory.
We can safely assume since 43%
of Massachusetts residents identify as Catholics, a great number
of Catholics voted for Mr. Biden.
This was despite the widely accepted observation that the Biden/
Harris team was “the most antilife” presidential ticket ever.
There were, of course, a variety
of reasons 1,200,000 voters chose
Mr. Biden. But the fact remains
one candidate was pro-life and the
other was not. Outside the Catholic Church there may have been
many reasons offered for the voting choices made. But Catholic
teaching on the matter has always
been crystal clear. Abortion is always evil.
Anticipating pushback from normally Democratic voters, some in
Mr. Biden’s campaign team ap-

The consequence of that position
would be an absence of the legal
protection for the unborn.”

pealed to Catholics by referring to
the so-called “consistent life ethic”
once conceived and promoted by
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin of Chicago. In 1983 the Cardinal made the
case that to be pro-life means more
than just concentrating on the evils
of abortion. But Cardinal Bernardin
was on record that the consistent life
ethic he taught did not downplay the
preeminence of opposing abortion.
In 1988 the Cardinal said, “I don’t
see how you can subscribe to the
consistent life ethic and then vote
for someone who feels that abortion
is a “basic right” of the individual.

Abortion advocates misused the
consistent life ethic in the 1980s
and they are still doing that today. They follow a page out of
the playbook of Nazi propaganda
minister, Dr. Joseph Goebbels.
If you repeat a lie often enough,
people will believe it. That is apparently what happened in the
Massachusetts legislature, which
recently voted overwhelmingly
for expanding abortion “rights”
in the Commonwealth. The state
senate vote was 40-0 for a budget
proposal which cynically tacked
on the abortion rider.
January 22nd is the anniversary
of the sad day marking the 1973
Supreme Court decision making abortion legal in the United
States. On January 22nd the Catholic Church calls for a solemn day
of prayer. Violet vestments are
worn at Mass. A few days earlier
(January 18th) the civil calendar
observes the birthday of Martin
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Luther King, Jr. There is a little-remembered letter Dr. King wrote in
April 1963 from his Birmingham,
Alabama jail cell. In that letter he
said:
In deep disappointment I have wept
over the laxity of the church. But be assured that my tears have been tears of
love. There can be no deep disappointment where there is not deep love. Yes,
I love the church. How could I do otherwise? I am in the rather unique position of being the son, the grandson and
the great grandson of preachers. Yes,
I see the church as the body of Christ.
But, oh! How we have blemished and
scarred that body through social neglect
and through fear of being nonconformists.
There was a time when the church
was very powerful—in the time when
the early Christians rejoiced at being
deemed worthy to suffer for what they
believed. In those days the church was
not merely a thermometer that recorded
the ideas and principles of popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed
the mores of society. Whenever the early Christians entered a town, the people
in power became disturbed and immediately sought to convict the Christians
for being “disturbers of the peace” and
“outside agitators.”‘ But the Christians
pressed on, in the conviction that they
were “a colony of heaven,” called to
obey God rather than man. Small in
number, they were big in commitment.
They were too God-intoxicated to be
“astronomically intimidated.” By their
effort and example they brought an end
to such ancient evils as infanticide and
gladiatorial contests.
Things are different now. So often the
contemporary church is a weak, ineffectual voice with an uncertain sound.
So often it is an archdefender of the
status quo. Far from being disturbed by
the presence of the church, the power
structure of the average community is
consoled by the church’s silent—and
often even vocal—sanction of things as
they are.
But the judgment of God is upon
the church as never before. If today’s

church does not recapture the sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will
lose its authenticity, forfeit the loyalty
of millions, and be dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no meaning
for the twentieth century. Every day I
meet young people whose disappointment with the church has turned into
outright disgust.

Peter Vree ended a recent editorial with this observation: “When
you cuddle up to the culture, the
culture will eventually kick you
to the curb. For the culture has
no real use for a Christianity remade in its image.” (New Oxford
Review, December 2020, Vol.
LXXXVII, No. 10)
Here is Holy Scripture’s take on
the matter at hand:
1 But

false prophets also arose among
the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies,
even denying the Master who bought
them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. 2 And many will follow
their licentiousness, and because of
them the way of truth will be reviled.
3 And in their greed they will exploit
you with false words; from of old their
condemnation has not been idle, and
their destruction has not been asleep.
For if God did not spare the angels
when they sinned, but cast them into
hell and committed them to pits of
nether gloom to be kept until the judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient
world, but preserved Noah, a herald of
righteousness, with seven other persons, when he brought a flood upon
the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
to ashes he condemned them to extinction and made them an example to
those who were to be ungodly; 7 and
if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly
distressed by the licentiousness of the
wicked 8 (for by what that righteous
man saw and heard as he lived among
them, he was vexed in his righteous
soul day after day with their lawless
4

deeds), 9 then the Lord knows how to
rescue the godly from trial, and to keep
the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of
defiling passion and despise authority.

2 Peter 2:1-10 RSVCE
And the great St John Henry
Newman, in a sermon about Saint
Stephen, had this observation:
Under such circumstances, the stoutest hearts are in danger of failing. ...
They yield to the incessant annoyance
which the apprehension of persecution, and the importunity of friends
inflict on them. They sigh for peace;
they gradually come to believe that
the world is not so wrong as some men
say it is, and that it is possible to be
over-strict and over-nice. They learn
to temporize and to be double-minded. First one falls, then another; and
such instances come as an additional
argument for concession to those that
remain firm as yet, who of course feel
dispirited, lonely, and begin to doubt
the correctness of their own judgment;
while, on the other hand, those who
have fallen, in self-defence become
their tempters.
Thus the Church is sifted, the cowardly falling off, the faithful continuing firm, though in dejection and
perplexity. Among these latter are
the martyrs; not accidental victims,
taken at random, but the picked and
choice ones, the elect remnant, a sacrifice well pleasing to God, because a
costly gift, the finest wheat flour of the
Church: men who have been warned
what to expect from their profession,
and have had many opportunities of
relinquishing it, but have “borne and
had patience, and for Christ’s name
sake have labored, and have not fainted.” Such was St. Stephen …
To be a martyr, is to feel the storm
coming, and willingly to endure it at
the call of duty, for Christ’s sake, and
for the good of the brethren.

In early January we end our annual observance of the Christmas
season. And from the Christmas
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gospel accounts we know St Joseph had misgivings about the
fact his betrothed was an expectant mother. What if St Joseph had
decided the Blessed Virgin Mary
should have an abortion? Sister
Deirdre Byrne (a habited nun who
is also a surgeon and a colonel
(ret.) in the U.S. Army, and a missionary), has said, “The largest
marginalized group in the world
can be found here in the United
States. They are the unborn.” So
perhaps part of the Gospel Good
News at Christmas is that Bethlehem was in 1st Century Palestine
and not 21st Century America!
Justice Amy Comey Barrett has
joined the U.S. Supreme Court.
But it won’t help. The situation
we face is as our 2nd President,
John Adams, observed long ago.
“We have no government armed
with power capable of contending
with human passions unbridled
by morality and religion. ... Our
Constitution was made only for
a moral and religious people. It is
wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”
Father Bradford

COVID-19 UPDATES

W

(Continued)

ITH THE CURRENT
SURGE in Covid-19 infections there may be changes in
pandemic health protocols at any
time.
For Masses in churches, windows and doors should be open
where possible and members of
the congregation are urged to
dress warmly.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Offering envelopes for use during 2021 are available for those
who wish them. If you are a contributor of record to the operating
fund or savings fund (or both)
there will be a box of envelopes
assigned for your use. These are
available after Mass on Sundays
or by mail.
Ñ Saturday Masses in the Ordinariate form are celebrated at 8
AM at the Marian altar in St Theresa of Ávila Church. Special intentions in January include January 2nd for Msgr William Stetson,
who was a secretary for the Pastoral Provision, January 9th for Fr
Fred-Munro Ferguson, an Episcopal priest and friend of Fr Bradford’s who frequently worshipped
with us and was sometimes our
celebrant before we entered the
Catholic Church, and January 30th
for parishioner Winifred Payne.
Ñ Many thanks from the Bradfords for your greetings during the
Christmas season. Your kindness
and support are much appreciated.
Ñ The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is January 18-25th.
Ñ At press time our 2021 Every
Member Canvass has received
cash or pledges in the amount of
$31,425 for the operating fund
and $14,530 for the savings account. Many thanks from our Finance Committee to those who
have made contributions, and a
gentle reminder to those who have
not.
Ñ The annual March for Life in
Washington D.C. is scheduled for
Saturday, January 29th.
Ñ Anne Barbeau Gardiner departed this life October 19, 2020.

She was an authority on Catholicism and Catholics in the 17th
Century. Her writings on a variety
of subjects were invariably first
class. Dr. Gardiner was professor
emerita in Hunter College. May
she rest in peace.
Ñ Boston Catholic Radio is celebrating a tenth anniversary of onthe-air programming. The station
is affiliated with EWTN and Ave
Maria Radio and has studios in
West Roxbury. The station is well
supported financially and debtfree and receives no funding from
the Archdiocese of Boston. The
station may be found at 1060 AM
on the dial 24 hours a day, seven
days a week.
Ñ In case of snow, please be
careful. The St Lawrence Church
parking lot will be plowed and
treated prior to the 9:00 AM
Mass. If there is any problem the
property manager will contact Fr
Bradford at home and we will put
needed information on the parish websites. Cancelling Sunday
Mass in Chestnut Hill for poor
weather conditions has been extremely rare but on occasion your
local roads may make driving
hazardous.
Ñ Candlemas is Tuesday, February 2nd. Our weekday Mass time
during the pandemic is 11:30 AM.
You may bring unused household
candles to the Mass for blessing.
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THE SECRET OF GOD’S PRESENCE

O

NE OF THE
many aspects
of the Epiphany
story is that, as corrupt as it was, the
Old
Testament
Church was still
able to point the
Wise Men to Bethlehem. The Church,
sometimes in spite
of the actions of
her members, still
holds the secret of
God’s
Presence.
God is ever faithful, even when
we aren’t.
Consider that those three kings
came to Bethlehem, which just
happens to mean “House of
Bread.” They found in Christ the
sacramental life. The tiny baby in
impoverished circumstances, just
as the bread and wine of the Mass,
did not disappoint their hopes
or crush their senses. Somehow
in a marvelous way the Christ
Child claimed these men as His
own, for through their senses in
a spiritual way Christ revealed
His Divine Majesty and was worshipped.
There is nothing more human
than a little baby. Yet in Jesus the
Wise Men recognized the Divine
Life; they recognized in that life

God’s self-expression, and their own
self-fulfillment. And
they also understood
that material things
could be infused or
indwelt with spiritual realities. And it
was the Old Testament Church, with
all its faults, which
directed the Wise
Men to the Christ
Child and these discoveries.

That is how God works. Obedience to the church is reasonable
enough when we recognize her
vast experience, knowledge, and
treasure house of saving medicines for souls pursuing holiness.
But obedience is more difficult
when worldliness and scandal tarnish the Bride of Christ. However,
the life of prayer and sacramental
experience is always there. And
just as that old tyrant King Herod
could get the answers to send the
Wise Men to Bethlehem, so in the
life of prayer and sacrament our
souls find the spiritual Bethlehem,
the Holy Child, and His Blessed
Mother.
Father Bradford

Octave of Christmas
The Solemnity of Mary,
The Holy Mother of God
Friday, January 1, 2021
Low Mass & Sermon with
Christmas music
at 10:30 AM

¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa of Ávila Church on January 10, 2008.

The Solemnity of
The Epiphany Observed
Sunday, January 3, 2021*
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Noveritis
at 11:30 AM
*The Universal Church keeps
The Epiphany on January 6th
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THE WORD OF GOD FOLLOWS THE
VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS

T

he very Son of God, older
than the ages, the invisible,
the incomprehensible, the incorporeal, the beginning of beginning, the light of light, the fountain
of life and immortality, the image
of the archetype, the immovable
seal, the perfect likeness, the definition and word of the Father: he
it is who comes to his own image
and takes our nature for the good
of our nature, and unites himself
to an intelligent soul for the good
of my soul, to purify like by like.
He takes to himself all that is human, except for sin. He was conceived by the Virgin Mary, who
had been first prepared in soul and
body by the Spirit; his coming to
birth had to be treated with honor,
virginity had to receive new honor. He comes forth as God, in the
human nature he has taken, one
being, made of two contrary elements, flesh and spirit. Spirit gave
divinity, flesh received it.
He who makes rich is made
poor; he takes on the poverty
of my flesh, that I may gain the
riches of his divinity. He who is
full is made empty; he is emptied
for a brief space of his glory, that
I may share in his fullness. What
is this wealth of goodness? What
is this mystery that surrounds me?
I received the likeness of God, but
failed to keep it. He takes on my
flesh, to bring salvation to the image, immortality to the flesh. He
enters into a second union with
us, a union far more wonderful
than the first.

Holiness had to be brought to
man by the humanity assumed by
one who was God, so that God
might overcome the tyrant by
force and so deliver us and lead us
back to himself through the mediation of his Son. The Son arranged
this for the honor of the Father, to
whom the Son is clearly obedient
in all things.
The Good Shepherd, who lays
down his life for the sheep, came
in search of the straying sheep to
the mountains and hills on which
you used to offer sacrifice. When
he found it, he took it on the
shoulders that bore the wood of
the cross, and led it back to the life
of heaven.
Christ, the light of all lights,
follows John, the lamp that goes
before him. The Word of God
follows the voice in the wilderness; the bridegroom follows the
bridegroom's friend, who prepares
a worthy people for the Lord by
cleansing them by water in preparation for the Spirit.
We need God to take our flesh
and die, that we might live. We
have died with him, that we may
be purified. We have risen again
with him, because we have died
with him. We have been glorified
with him, because we have risen
again with him.
Saint Gregory Nazianzen
Saint Gregory c.329-390 was Archbishop of Constantinople 379-381, a theologian, and one of the Four Greek Doctors
of the Church.

The Baptism of the Lord
Sunday, January 10, 2021
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Asperges, me
at 11:30 AM

S

AINT VINCENT was Deacon of Saragossa and protomartyr of Spain. He is also patron of Lisbon and Valencia. He
is also known as Vincent of Huesca, which was the birthplace
of Bishop Allué in Aragon. Saint
Vincent’s Feast Day is Saturday,
January 23rd.
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HE KNEW HIMSELF TO BE LOVED BY CHRIST

AUL, MORE THAN any
one else, has shown us what
man really is, and in what our
nobility consists, and of what
virtue this particular animal
is capable. Each day he aimed
ever higher; each day he rose
up with greater ardor and faced
with new eagerness the dangers
that threatened him. He summed
up his attitude in the words: “I
forget what is behind me and
push on to what lies ahead.”
When he saw death imminent,
he bade others share his joy:
“Rejoice and be glad with me!”
And when danger, injustice
and abuse threatened, he said:
“I am content with weakness,
mistreatment and persecution.”
These he called the weapons of The Feast of the Conversion of Saint
righteousness, thus telling us that Paul is Monday, January 25, 2021
he derived immense profit from
them.
he feared, indeed dreaded, was to
Thus, amid the traps set for him
offend God; nothing else could
by his enemies, with exultant sway him. Therefore, the only
heart he turned their every atthing he really wanted was always
tack into a victory for himself; to please God.
constantly beaten, abused and
The most important thing of all
cursed, he boasted of it as though
to him, however, was that he knew
he were celebrating a triumphal
himself to be loved by Christ. Enprocession and taking trophies
joying this love, he considered
home, and offered thanks to God
himself happier than anyone else;
for it all: “Thanks be to God who
were he without it, it would be
is always victorious in us!” This
no satisfaction to be the friend of
is why he was far more eager for
principalities and powers. He prethe shameful abuse that his zeal
ferred to be thus loved and be the
in preaching brought upon him
least of all, or even to be among
than we are for the most pleasing
the damned, than to be without
honors, more eager for death than
that love and be among the great
we are for life, for poverty than
and honored.
we are for wealth. He yearned for
To be separated from that love
toil far more than others yearn
for rest after toil. The one thing was, in his eyes, the greatest and

most extraordinary of torments;
the pain of that loss would alone
have been hell, and endless, unbearable torture.
So too, in being loved by Christ
he thought of himself as possessing life, the world, the angels,
present and future, the kingdom,
the promise and countless blessings. Apart from that love nothing saddened or delighted him;
for nothing earthly did he regard
as bitter or sweet.
Paul set no store by the things
that fill our visible world, any
more than a man sets value on
the withered grass of the field. As
tyrannical rulers or the people enraged against him, he paid them
no more heed than gnats.
Death itself and pain and whatever torments might come were,
but child's play to him, provided
that thereby he might bear some
burden for the sake of Christ.
Saint John Chrysostom
¶ St John lived from 347-407 and was
Archbishop of Constantinople 398-404.
Of the early church fathers none except
St Augustine has left more sermons and
letters. St John is one of the Four Greek
Doctors of the Church, along with Gregory Nazianzen, Athanasius, and Basil.
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THE HIDDEN YEARS

E SEE JESUS GROW UP
and when we want to find
out what he did in those long eighteen years in Nazareth, we finally
see that he prayed; he obeyed, and
he worked; and not only he alone
but all three of them. They prayed;
we can find their daily prayers we
can find out how they observed
the Day of the Lord. They must
have recited the hymns, prayers,
and psalms contained in Holy
Scriptures and during many hours
of their working day their thought
dwelt on the hidden meaning of
what their lips had recited. That’s
what they did when they were
pondering.
They obeyed: And Mary said,
“Behold, I am the handmaid of
the Lord; let it be to me according
to your word” (Lk 1:38), and Did
you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house? (Lk 2:49). These
words uttered by Mary and Jesus
give a deep insight into their life
of constant obedience to the Father. From Joseph we know how
promptly he reacted each time an
angel came. Theirs was a family
life of obedience to the will of
God.

Books and books and books have
been written on family life. Our
magazines and newspapers are full
of alarming articles on the danger
of family life crumbling in our
days. Psychiatrists, psychoanalysts, and psychologists are busy
in research to answer the question, “why.” Little do they seem
to know that this question was answered two thousand years ago by
a few words in the Gospel of Luke.
There we see the Heavenly Father
making this tremendous new foundation, the Christian family, when
he sends his Son to the small home
in Nazareth. It is absolutely impossible to meditate too much on the
hidden life. Just watching Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph in their daily
routine will do something for us.
There is our model and there is our
only remedy. As the saying from
the old country has it: If there are
more mothers like Mary and more
fathers like Joseph, there will be
more children like Jesus.
Maria von Trapp
¶ Baroness von Trapp (1905-1987), with
her children and stepchildren, comprised
the Trapp Family Singers.
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr.
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

