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COVID-19 UPDATES
The dispensation from Sunday Mass obligation remains in effect within the Archdiocese of Boston. The 
Ordinariate of the Chair of St Peter has lifted the dispensation, putting the Sunday Mass obligation back into 
effect for its parishes and people, with provisions for those at risk. We are now permitted to gather inside the 
church for non-worship purposes, with a limit of ten persons. Outdoor gatherings for non-worship purposes are 
limited to twenty-five people. Social distancing and the mask requirement remain as part of the protocol. As the 
pandemic continues, health protocols will continue to be updated on our website under Worship. (Cont’d. p.78.)

As we recall year by year the myster-
ies by which, through the restoration of 
its original dignity, human nature has 
received the hope of rising again, we 
earnestly beseech your mercy, Lord, that 
what we celebrate in faith we may pos-
sess in unending love.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
   the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

Collect for Wednesday  
The Second Week of Easter

EVEN PEOPLE INURED by 
 the steady growth of deprav-

ity and perversion in the human 
race were horrified by the Boston 
newspapers on the morning of 
February 27, 2021. With our tea 
and toast that morning we learned 
a thirty-three year old woman had 
given birth to a newborn child (in 
the bathroom of a house where she 
worked) and had then dumped her 
baby in a nearby trash can. Fortu-
nately an alert pedestrian, hearing 
the baby’s cry, flagged EMS for 
help. The baby has survived. And 
the mother was in court three days 

later, facing charges of attempted 
murder and reckless endangerment.

The Lord Jesus Christ declared: “I 
am come that they may have life, 
and that they might have it more 
abundantly.” (John 10:10) Which 
means without Jesus Christ we can-
not have life, let alone abundant life. 
And it is life by the Creator’s defini-
tion, not ours.

The ideological threats to human 
flourishing: pornography, surrogacy, 
contraception, transgenderism, eu-
thanasia, abortion, and suicide, all 
stem from erroneous (and therefore 

CHRISTIAN MORALITY
destructive) corruptions of the 
dignity of human life. You do not 
need me to tell you human dignity 
is under increasing and ceaseless 
assault, seemingly from all quar-
ters. Human dignity is God given. 
But even those who do not ascribe 
to the revealed truth of the Gospel 
can be encouraged to live an up-
right life based on rational ethics. 
The moral teaching of the Catho-
lic Church has always stated and 
explored the principles both of 
divine revelation and natural law. 
Commonly shared principles gov-
erning human behavior is a place 
to begin the conversation. That is 
what President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt did in his State of the 
Union address on January 6, 1941. 
This Four Freedoms Speech was 
later incorporated into the charter 
of the United Nations. The four 
freedoms were freedom of speech 
and expression; freedom of wor-
ship; freedom from want; and 
freedom from fear.



Page 74     Contra Mundum

An individual human life may 
have little chance to obtain things 
the secular world values highly. 
But each life has a far more pro-
found potential. St John Paul II 
talks about this dignity in his en-
cyclical Evangelium vitae.

Even in the midst of difficulties and 
uncertainties, every person sincerely 
open to truth and goodness can, by the 
light of reason and the hidden action of 
grace, come to recognise in the natural 
law written in the heart the sacred val-
ue of human life from its very begin-
ning until its end, and can affirm that 
right of every human being to have 
this primary good respected to the 
highest degree. Upon the recognition 
of this right, every human community 
and the political community itself are 
founded. 

But human life was cheapened 
by the 1915 Ottoman massacre of 
Armenians, by Communist Josef 
Stalin’s mass starvation policies 
in the 1930s, by Nazi Adolf Hit-
ler’s “final solution,” by the Brit-
ish RAF bombing of Dresden, and 
the U.S. Air Force atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. More 
recently to this sad list you can add 
genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Red China. Human life 
is cheapened by gunmen claim-
ing responsibility for carnage in 
shopping centers, churches, and 
schools, by police using seemingly 
unwarranted force in Minneapo-
lis and Myanmar, by Islamist ter-
rorists flying hijacked passenger 
planes into office buildings, and 
by throwing a newborn baby into a 
Dorchester trash can.

Mass killing is the way a lot of 
governments do business. On the 
international level we rely upon 
the Vatican diplomatic corps and, 
above all, the Supreme Pontiff, to 

defend human dignity. Again, in 
Evangelium vitae, St John Paul 
II declared that for the Catholic 
Church it was a mystery of iniq-
uity that ...

... choices once unanimously con-
sidered criminal and rejected by 
the common moral sense are gradu-
ally becoming socially acceptable. 
... Broad sectors of public opinion 
justify certain crimes against life in 
the name of the rights of individual 
freedom, and on this basis they claim 
not only exemption from punishment 
but even authorisation by the State, 
so that these things can be done with 
total freedom and indeed with the 
free assistance of health-care sys-
tems. ... In this way the very nature 
of the medical profession is distorted 
and contradicted, and the dignity of 
those who practise it is degraded. 

On the local level, however, we 
cannot simply rely upon others to 
make the Gospel witness. In Feb-
ruary, when the baby was found in 
the trash can, it was mentioned that 
since 2004 in Massachusetts there 
has been a “baby safe haven law” 
by which voluntary abandonment 
of a newborn (up to day seven) to a 
hospital, police department, or fire 
station, does not count as abuse or 
neglect, and does not automati-
cally waive parental rights. But 
the provision is little used. There 
is Project Rachel, a ministry of the 
Catholic Church for people of all 
faiths or no faith, who have been 
involved in abortion. And there is 
Massachusetts Citizens for Life, 
which has a state-wide network 
of crisis help for unwanted preg-
nancies. (Our congregation has a 
long connection to MCFL. Parish-
ioner Eva Murphy, now residing 
in Florida, was the organization’s 
legislative correspondent, and pa-
rishioner Steven Hardy is the Met-

ro-Boston chapter convener. (You 
might consider MCFL for your 
gifts to charity.)

You and I have a Gospel to pro-
claim. We work and live under the 
Name of the Saviour of the world 
Who Himself was once a hu-
man embryo in the womb of His 
mother Mary, and Who was wor-
shipped, while still an embryo, by 
a fetus who just happened to be 
His cousin John the Baptist. (The 
Feast of the Visitation is Monday, 
May 31st.) How can we not affirm 
as non-negotiable the God-given 
value of all life?

But on February 27, 2021 there 
were two particular lives in des-
perate need of this affirmation. 
We must pray a little boy, as he 
grows up, will accept the worth 
given him by that Saviour, Whose 
Divine grace is more powerful 
than the horror of having once 
been dumped in a trash can. And 
for the repentance of the boy’s 
mother, fully realized only in 
Christ’s Church, which is the out-
ward and visible manifestation of 
the Lord’s redemptive work.

Father Bradford
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BLESSED 
MARGARET POLE
The blood of the Plantagen-

ets, the family that ruled Eng-
land from 1154 to 1485, flowed 
through Margaret’s veins. King 
Henry VIII considered her “the 
holiest woman in England” and 
chose her to be the godmother 
and governess for his daughter 
Mary. But after Henry divorced 
his wife, Catherine of Aragon, 
and married Anne Boleyn, their 
relationship changed. Margaret  
was unwilling to treat Mary as 
illegitimate and left the court. In 
1536, Margaret’s son Reginald, a 
priest studying in Europe, wrote 
a book denouncing Henry’s di-
vorce and remarriage and his 
rejection of the pope’s authority. 
Unable to wreak his vengeance 
on Reginald, Henry had Marga-
ret and her two other sons impris-
oned.
Under interrogation, Margaret 

refused to say one word about 
Reginald’s “treason.” Know-
ing that no jury would convict 
this upright woman of a capital 
crime, the king’s chief inquisitor, 
Oliver Cromwell, produced a tu-
nic found in Margaret’s belong-
ings that was embroidered with 
Christ’s five wounds as evidence 
linking her to Catholic uprisings. 
She was sentenced to death.
After two years of suffering se-

vere cold in her cell in the Tower 
of London sixty-seven-year-old 
Margaret went calmly to her 
death, a botched beheading at the 
hands of an inexperienced execu-
tioner.
¶ This article is part of an ongoing 
column in Magnificat magazine titled 
“Saint Who?” and this one is under the 
additional title “Saints Who Were Moth-
ers.” It is used with permission. Blessed 
Margaret Pole’s feast day is May 28th.

SAINT JOSEPH THE WORKER

WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE 
 Joseph thought about and 

prayed about as the drama un-
folded? Certainly it must have 
become clear to him fairly quick-
ly that he was to be in faithful 
attendance on this that God was 
doing in and through the woman. 
... Protect Mary; maintain the 
household; keep bread on the 
table; be a father to this boy as 
best you can. ... Surely you and I 
may be encouraged when we re-
flect that Saint Joseph, patron of 
the universal Church,. had a vo-
cation that kept him always out 
of the limelight. It required that 
he be content to attend on some-
thing immense that God seemed 
to be doing in someone else. ...

Nobody knows when Joseph 
died, of course: Mary may have 
been widowed early on. But for 
whatever his allotted span of 
time was, Joseph exists for us all, 
it seems to me, as the very icon 
of the faithful servant of God. 
Obscurity, yes, but obscurity is 
not a category in the precincts of 
heaven: Fidelity is.

This is hard for us mortals to 
live with, sometimes. So much 
else seems so attractive. Surely 
just a bit of celebrity would spice 
things up, or a dash of wealth, or 
influence, or some exciting con-
nections, or some great success 
that would set us apart—even a 
little bit apart. ...

Well—there is the icon of Saint 
Joseph for us, to contemplate, and 
in front of which we may want to 
pour out some prayers from the 
depths of our being. What, I may 

ask, is the particular obscurity the 
angel of God has assigned to me 
as the specific realm in which I 
may win through to sainthood? If 
I keep Saint Joseph in my vision, 
I will have a most encouraging 
model.

Thomas Howard
¶ Dr Howard, who died in 2020, was au-
thor of many books and taught literature 
for many years. This article is taken from 
The Night is Far Spent published c.2007 
by Ignatius Press.

SAINT THE JOSEPH 
THE WORKER
Saturday, May 1, 2021 

8:00 AM 
Mass at the Marian Altar 

in St Theresa of Ávila Church 
West Roxbury
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THE TITLES GIVEN to the 
Holy Spirit must surely stir 

the soul of anyone who hears 
them, and make him realize 
that they speak of nothing less 
than the supreme Being. Is he 
not called the Spirit of God, 
the Spirit of truth who proceeds 
from the Father, the steadfast 
Spirit, the guiding Spirit? But 
his principal and most personal 
title is the Holy Spirit.

To the Spirit all creatures turn 
in their heed for sanctification; 
all living things seek him 
according to their ability. His 
breath empowers each to achieve 
its own natural end.

The Spirit is the source of 
holiness, a spiritual light, and 
he offers his own light to every 
mind to help it in its search for 
truth. By nature the Spirit is 
beyond the reach of our mind, 
but we can know him by his 
goodness. The power of the 
Spirit fills the whole universe, 
but he gives himself only to 
those who are worthy, acting in 
each according to the measure 
of his faith.

Simple in himself, the Spirit is 
manifold in his mighty works. 
The whole of his being is present 
to each individual; the whole of 
his being is present everywhere. 
Though shared in by many; he 
remains unchanged; his self-
giving is no loss to himself. Like 
the sunshine, which permeates 
all the atmosphere, spreading 
over land and sea, and yet is 
enjoyed by each person as 

“YOU SHALL RECEIVE 
power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and to the end of the 
earth” (Acts 1:8). With these 
words, Jesus took his leave of 
the apostles, as we heard in the 
First Reading. Immediately af-
terwards the sacred author adds 
that “as they were looking on, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight” (Acts 
1:9). This is the mystery of the 
Ascension that we are celebrat-
ing today. In the passage from 
the Acts of the Apostles it is said 
first that Jesus was “lifted up” (v. 
9) and then it says “taken up’’ (v. 
11). The event is not described 
as a journey to on high but rather 
as an action of the power of God 
who introduces Jesus into the 
space of closeness to the Divine. 
The presence of the cloud that 
“took him out of their sight” (v. 
9) recalls a very ancient image 
of Old Testament theology and 
integrates the account of the As-
cension into the history of God 
with Israel, from the cloud of 
Sinai and above the tent of the 
Covenant in the desert, to the 
luminous cloud on the mountain 
of the Transfiguration. To pres-
ent the Lord wrapped in clouds 
calls to mind once and for all the 
same mystery expressed in the 
symbolism of the phrase “seat-
ed at the right hand of God.” In 
Christ ascended into heaven, the 
human being has entered into 
intimacy with God in a new and 
unheard-of way; we henceforth 

find room in God forever. “Heav-
en”: the word does not indicate a 
place above the stars but some-
thing far more daring and sub-
lime: it indicates Christ himself, 
the divine Person who welcomes 
humanity fully and forever, the 
One in whom God and man are 
inseparably united forever. The 
human’s being in God—this is 
heaven. 

Pope Benedict XVI
¶ His Holiness Benedict XVI reigned as 
pope from 2005 until 2013.

THE ASCENSION OF 
THE LORD

Thursday, May 13, 2021
7:30 PM

Procession
Solemn Mass and Sermon

Holy day of Obligation
(The obligation is dispensed in the 

Archdiocese of Boston)

THE WORK OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
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though it were for him alone, so 
the Spirit pours forth his grace 
in full measure, sufficient for 
all, and yet is present as though 
exclusively to everyone who can 
receive him. To all creatures that 
share in him he gives a delight 
limited only by their own nature, 
not by his ability to give.

The Spirit raises our hearts to 
heaven, guides the steps of the 
weak, and brings to perfection 
those who are making progress. 
He enlightens those who have 
been cleansed from every stain of 
sin and makes them spiritual by 
communion with himself.

As clear, transparent substances 
become very bright when sunlight 
falls on them and shine with a new 
radiance, so also souls in whom 
the Spirit dwells, and who are 
enlightened by the Spirit, become 
spiritual themselves and a source 
of grace for others.

From the Spirit comes 
foreknowledge of the future, 
understanding of the mysteries 
of faith, insight into the hidden 
meaning of Scripture, and other 
special gifts. Through the Spirit 
we become citizens of heaven, we 
are admitted to the company of 
the angels, we enter into eternal 
happiness, and abide in God. 
Through the Spirit we acquire 
likeness to God; indeed, we attain 
what is beyond our most sublime 
aspirations—we become God.

Saint Basil the Great
¶ St Basil (330-379) is a Doctor 
of the Church and was called 
Oύρανοφάντωρ,"Revealer of Heavenly 
Mysteries." He wrote his treatise On the 
Holy Spirit in 375. St Gregory Nazianzus 
said it was "written by a pen borrowed 
from the Spirit's store."

THE SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST
Sunday, May 23, 2021

11:30 AM
Procession

Solemn Mass and Sermon
Acts 2:1-11 lesson read in languages
Wear RED clothing to Mass today!
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ONCE UPON A TIME there 
was a very good and holy 

man called Augustine who lived at 
a place called Hippo (a funny name, 
isn’t it?). He was very clever and 
wrote learned books. And he was 
trying ever so hard to write a book 
about God so that people when 
they read it would understand more 
about Him. One day he was walk-
ing by the seaside trying to think 
how he could explain to people 
that God is One, yet there are Three 
Persons in God. As he walked he 
suddenly saw a little boy. This little 
boy was carrying water in a shell 
from the sea and was pouring it 
into a little hole he had made in the 
sand. “What are you doing?” Saint 
Augustine asked him. “Oh!” said 
the boy, “I’m just emptying the sea 
into this hole.” “You can’t do that,” 
said the Saint, “because the sea is 
so very, very big, and that hole is 
so very, very small.” Then Saint 
Augustine knew that he was trying 
to do something rather like that. 
He was trying to put into his tiny 
little mind all the wonderful things 
about God. God is too Great, too 
Perfect, too Holy to go into our 
minds so that we can understand 
all about Him

E.T.W. Branscombe 
¶ From E.T.W. Branscombe‘s Heaven-
ward Bound, a children’s book of the 
Catholic religion, first published by Pax 
House in 1941. The illustration is by 
Clare Dawson.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks for the extra ef-
fort many contributed to our 
Holy Week observances (which 
resumed this year after the 2020 
lockdown). Kevin McDermott, 
Stephen Cavanaugh, Father Brad-
ford, and Steven Hardy read the 
Palm Sunday Passion, and Kevin, 
Stephen, and Fr Bradford sang the 
St John Passion on Good Friday. 
And Kevin sang the Exsultet at 
the Easter Vigil.

Ñ Thanks also to those who con-
tributed to the Easter flower fund, 
and to Saint Lawrence property 
manager George Gannon for the 
beautiful Easter arrangements, 
(and his assistance to Fr and Mrs 
Bradford in setting up the Maun-
dy Thursday altar of repose.)

Ñ Paula Reedy, sister of our or-
ganist and parishioner Jim Reedy, 
departed this life on Holy Satur-
day. Jim was able to visit his sis-
ter in Maine several days earlier. 
May she rest in peace, and our 
condolences to her husband Jack, 
and to Jim.

Ñ Abbot Xavier Connelly, OSB    
departed this life on April 8th after 
battling amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis disease (ALS). Requiescat 
in Pace. He had been elected in 
2010 in succession to the late Ab-
bot Gabriel Gibbs at St Benedict 
Abbey in Still River. Our condo-
lences to the Connelly family and 
to the Benedictine community.

Ñ Pentecost is May 23rd We need 
readers of the Acts 2:1-11 lesson 
in foreign languages. Please con-
tact Stephen Cavanaugh to volun-
teer.

COVID-19 UPDATES 
Continued

We are allowed 100 people indoors 
for worship services (and no more 
than 50% capacity of the church) 
and non-worship gatherings of 
no more than ten people indoors. 
The mask requirement remains 
in effect. Cantors and readers 
may remove the mask only in the 
exercise of their ministerial duties 
and resume wearing the mask after 
singing/speaking. Congregational 
singing of hymns is not allowed 
but the Mass music may be sung.

If a worshipper becomes ill 
with Covid-19 symptoms after 
attending Mass, that person is 
asked to contact the chaplain. The 
incident, but not the name of the 
ill person, will be posted on our 
websites, and the local department 
of health and archdiocesan 
chancery will be notified.

SAINT AUGUSTINE 
AND THE LITTLE BOY

Ñ In New Oxford Review (April, 
2021) David Mills’ issue-ending 
column “Last Things” is a good 
read as always. He quotes a friend 
saying, “Lucifer has a personal 
relationship with God. (‘Mortal 
enemy’ is a relationship, and a 
very personal one indeed.) What 
he lacks, is true religion.” Used 
with permission.

Ñ 2021 Ordinariate Seminarian 
Fund materials are available in 
the east narthex. Your contribu-
tions help support the $40,000 
cost per seminarian per year of 
each man preparing for the priest-
hood. 
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr. 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
Sunday, May 30, 2021 

11: 30 AM 
Solemn Mass and Sermon 

Athanasian Creed

MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 31, 2021
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church


