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At every Mass during the year we hear accounts of the human life of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ. As the 2nd Person of the Holy Trinity, He was always God. But the 

human life of the Son of God had a beginning. That beginning, His Conception, is 

observed on the day we call “The Annunciation,” March 25th. The first part of 

Christ’s human life is short: 33 years. The second part is already numbered past 

2000 years. This is the heavenly life of the Risen Lord Who took that human body 

to the Right Hand of the Father. And the dividing point between these two parts of 

the human life of Jesus is The Ascension. 

The many devotional lives of Christ we all have read and love do what the Gospels 

do. They stop short of the Ascension. Some even stop short of the Resurrection! 

This is also what Broadway and Hollywood do (if they treat Jesus in anything but a 

blasphemous way.) They end with the Crucifixion. Or they stage anything after 

that in some hazy, diaphanous, way. 

Whatever we think of the entertainment industry, we cannot attach blame to the 

evangelists for limiting themselves by purposely concentrating on the earthly life 

of our Lord. We are glad they did. But it is also a matter of fact that for 2000 years 

it has been The Ascended Christ with Whom we have to do. The One we encounter 

in word and sacrament and prayer, and in the hearts of faithful people, is the Lord 

Who comes to us out of the whole length of His life in Heaven. Ever since 

Ascension Day, Christians know the principles and powers at work in the carpenter 

son of Mary and Joseph of Nazareth, are the operative forces which govern the 

whole universe. In today’s gospel the Lord declares: “All power in Heaven and on 

earth has been given to Me.” 

So as disciples of Christ, our working relationship is with the Glorified, Ascended 

Lord, seated at the Right Hand of the Father. It is The Ascended Christ Who is our 

very present help in time of need. We love the accounts of the itinerant preacher 

telling parables on the hillsides of Galilee, but it is the Lord of Heaven, (Who still 

bears in His Sacred Body the marks of a crucifixion), Who pleads for us, and 

Whose offering of Himself, once and for all, is made present for our sake and our 

salvation in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. One of the prayers for the Ascension 

Day liturgy says that we must “Seek Him in His glory.” 
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There is a tendency both inside and outside the Catholic Church to denigrate the 

doctrine of the Ascension as if it were a piece of frosting on a cake which could do 

just as well without fancy icing! Regarding the Ascension as a relic of an old 

earthbound view of the universe, some people push back on the portrayals of 

medieval artists showing kneeling apostles separated from our Lord by a fleecy 

cloud. That cloud was always more than a stray vapor spoiling the view! It served 

notice a barrier of mystery makes it impossible for the naked eye to follow the 

further stages of the Ascended Christ. That sight will require the inner prompting 

of the Holy Spirit and consequent eye of faith. Those medieval painters knew 

things telescope-possessing moderns have forgotten. 

But the eye of faith does see. Otherwise, the Ascension Day would be a time of 

mourning, not joy. Christians would be known as a society in sorrow, widowed for 

2000 years by the loss of a leader so gracious as Jesus. Instead, the Ascension 

affirms a human nature like ours, and representing ours, has penetrated behind the 

last barrier, and crossed the last threshold separating human and divine. Because 

Jesus said we are one with Him in a way of His devising, not ours, we can have a 

taste of the Heavenly realm which is to be ours. 

So we rejoice. How can we not rejoice? The Ascended Christ is not lost to us. You 

do not have to fly from Boston to Tel Aviv to see Jesus in the Holy Land. 

Wherever the Ascended and Glorified Lord is with His people, that place is the 

Holy Land. 


