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A special feature of our Pentecost observance is reading the First Lesson in 

different languages. The Acts of the Apostles records this special phenomenon 

among the spectacular events on the first Pentecost. Those who received the Holy 

Ghost were enabled to speak the languages of every nation. It was an early African 

father who later observed that while not every individual has command of so many 

languages, it is the Church herself, spread to every land, who reaches the heart and 

soul of all peoples. Almighty God chose the miracles of Pentecost to indicate the 

Presence of the Holy Ghost in His Church. For us, it is safer to replicate the many 

languages than to reproduce tongues of fire on your heads! No one would have 

volunteered for that! 

In His last command to His Apostles before His Ascension, the Lord Jesus 

promised “Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye 

shall be My witnesses.” Because Jesus is Lord, it has happened as He promised. 

The Holy Ghost speaks to the hearts of all people through those who witness to 

Christ. 

To the secular world it may seem strange the Apostles had to wait to be 

empowered by the Holy Ghost. After all, they had been with their leader 

throughout His ministry. They had seen His miracles, heard His preaching, been 

taught by Him in private, experienced His Last Supper, fled at His Passion, been 

overjoyed at His Resurrection, and witnessed His Ascension. And indeed on the 

Feast of St Matthias, observed recently, one of the qualifications for being an 

Apostle was to have witnessed these things. But it was not enough. It is possible to 

have visited Paris twenty times and still not be much of a good-will ambassador for 

the city. In addition to knowledge, there has to be inspirational motivation. That is 

the work of the Holy Ghost, perhaps not for the French capital, but certainly for the 

spread of the Gospel. 

“Ye shall receive power,” said the Lord Jesus. Just as His Own incarnate ministry 

had been effectual through the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, so too it would be 

with the Apostles, and with all His followers. Remember that Our Lord Jesus 

Christ never gives a command without the power to perform it. The same Holy 

Ghost Who descended upon the Lord at His baptism and poured out on the 
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Apostles at Pentecost, is conferred upon you at your Confirmation. You did not get 

the economy low-octane version! 

It has always been a source of amusement that the first Christian sermon began: 

“We are not drunk!” At Pentecost some of the onlookers thought the Apostles were 

acting a bit tipsy. But the observation was not far off. It was the same early African 

church father who linked some of the Lord’s teaching to what was happening at 

Pentecost. The Lord had counseled: “No one puts new wine in old wineskins.” The 

Apostles had become fresh wineskins, and now the new wine of the Holy Ghost 

filled them. People could see the difference even if they misunderstood what was 

happening.. The Holy Ghost confers Christian character. Christian joy may look 

like inebriation, even if it is at nine o-clock in the morning! 

That same winning combination of new wine in new wineskins has been bestowed 

upon us. And with our wills cooperating, the Holy Ghost is informing our wills, 

directing our thoughts, and guiding our conduct. The result is that the world will 

see holiness and charity, and all the seven-fold gifts conferred by the Holy Ghost. 

If that world does not understand the work of the Holy Ghost, or hates it, we will 

be called all sorts of names, just as at the first Pentecost. But ever since the Day of 

Pentecost holiness and charity can be communicated in every language, and since 

then have always been the best form of Catholic witness. 

 


