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In the ministry of the Lord Jesus the usual title of this episode is the raising from 

death of Jairus’ daughter. And St Peter, who was eyewitness and told it to St Mark, 

would describe in his sermons the stillness of the death room one moment, and the 

absolute amazement the next, to see this little girl on her feet, blinking at everyone 

as her brain cleared, and how simply Jesus observed she must be hungry. He made 

nothing of it, Peter would preach, and then say slowly: but the girl had been cold 

stone dead! The Lord of life can cancel death. We know that. But dig a little 

deeper into the incident and the most powerful message is about Jairus and his 

perseverance. Anytime a person connects with Almighty God in a direct and 

personal way, what often follows is a series of obstructions and roadblocks which 

threaten the relationship. The cause of these roadblocks may be pride within us. Or 

it may be the pagan world attempting to pull us along with it, and away from 

Christ. 

On the way to the sick room the Lord had been detained. During the delay the little 

girl had died. And this is where conventional wisdom put up its first obstruction. 

Someone conveyed the bad news and said: “Alas, we must not trouble the Rabbi 

any further. It’s too late now.” In conventional wisdom the case did not merit 

further attention. And if Jairus persisted in his request, then it is Jairus who is the 

problem. It is Jairus who will become the pain in the neck and an embarrassment. 

The world says “He’s not facing reality.” 

Here is where the Blessed Lord intervened. Before despair could set in and 

paralyze Jairus, the Son of God said: “Do not be afraid. Only believe.” And we get 

the feeling that in order for the relationship between God and this soul to continue, 

faith needed to be kept alive in Jairus. Jairus himself had a crucial role to play, and 

without his faith the little girl would not be restored to life. How easily this 

incident could have had a tragic ending. Jairus could have said “Sorry, Lord, it’s 

too late. I know you have other things to do. I guess I had better go bury my 

daughter.” And no one would have faulted that logic. 

But remember this incident is about a soul which made contact with his Creator 

and now had to overcome the obstacles that inevitably try to block the flowering of 

that relationship. The Word of the Lord had given an electric charge of hope. And 
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Jairus went, silently and trembling, behind Jesus, heading for the death room.  

Everybody in the crowd laughed: “Jairus, you poor fool.” Everybody, except 

Almighty God.  

This moment provides the second obstacle. When Jesus said the girl was not dead 

but sleeping the bystanders began to laugh at Him. (Look up the word “laughter” in 

your Bible concordance and you will get an appreciation of all the times laughter 

followed Jesus, all the way to the Cross.) Every Christian, and those on the way to 

becoming Christian, first learn to stop making that derisive noise, and then stop 

being influenced by it. 

The laughter at Jesus gave the grieving father opportunity to say, “Master, never 

mind. Thanks for coming and for caring. But they’re right. I shouldn’t bother you 

further.” But in a moment of absolute triumph Jairus bites his lip and says nothing! 

He had sided with the Lord against the world and conventional wisdom. And if we 

could see the angelic host at that moment they would be doing handstands and 

jumping jacks and shouting for joy! 

You and I are to seek Jesus as Jairus did. We will face the same obstacles and 

contempt. Like Jairus, we are encouraged to be brave enough and persevere. And 

then, having placed ourselves in Jesus’ hands, let Him do with us as He wills. Saint 

Irenaeus, whose feast day is tomorrow, once said “To follow the Saviour is to 

participate in salvation.” That will mean life for us, and perhaps as with Jairus, it 

might even mean life for someone else.  


