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The Dutch master painter and printmaker Rembrandt had never visited the Holy 

Land. But in his painting The Storm on the Sea of Galilee, 1633, he gave us quite a 

storm! The ferocious squalls on the North Sea were his inspiration. Unless you 

were in on the 1990 heist, you can only see Rembrandt’s painting on postcards and 

in coffee-table books. 

Ask any sailor about bad experiences and top of his list is a storm at sea at night. In 

Rembrandt’s painting several disciple-fishermen are frantically trying to lower the 

sails. The vessel appears in danger of being dismasted. One crewmember is leaning 

overboard…. a reminder there was no Dramamine in those days! Rembrandt has 

captured the moment before Jesus calmed the storm. 

We know that all ended well. St Mark’s gospel remembers the Lord’s very words: 

“Peace, Be still!” We have the impression of Jesus, as a tired, but even-voiced, 

parent who knows how to deal with his children whose games have gotten out of 

hand. When the Lord’s command was followed by a dead hush, it seemed so 

uncanny and unnerving to the others in the boat. And the wind and waves, much 

like a group of unruly children, were waiting to be told what they could do next! 

The old Office of the Dead begins with these words: “Deum, cui omnia vivunt; 

venite adoremus.” To God all things are alive: O Come let us adore Him. It is 

not just all men and women who are alive, who are called to worship. “All things” 

includes the body of the dead person being buried. Every particle is still obedient 

to God’s creative will. Everything in the created order includes the wind and the 

waves in today’s gospel. In Holy Scripture there are numerous examples of this 

obedience: the fig tree withered at the Lord’s command; the fever rebuked by Jesus 

immediately left Peter’s mother-in-law; water became wine at the Cana wedding 

feast. Even the devils reluctantly came out at His command. All things are alive to 

God. 

Consider, however, when Christ spoke from the storm-tossed vessel, it was for our 

benefit. After all, the wind and waves have no ears! God imposes His will directly 

upon the forces of nature. But when The Word became flesh and dwelt among us it 

was possible for the Divine Will to be put into humanly-hearable words. 
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Everything in nature, except us human creatures, is alive to God all the time. The 

Gospel is quite clear about that. Christ could still the storm at sea and drive out 

devils. But when He sought to impose Divine will upon humanity He encountered 

resistance. After the storm at sea was calmed, the disciples may not have had more 

faith in God than before this frightening experience. And the Lord brought them up 

short for that. So when Jesus said “Peace, Be still” it was for our benefit. We 

needed to hear those words! In all the created order, it is only our conscious minds 

which wander about, tantalized, tempted, and distracted from our true course by 

hundreds of destructive and degrading influences. 

What does it mean to be “alive to God”? That is St Paul’s phrase. It means that 

Almighty God, instead of self, is both the object of our desire, and our frame of 

reference along the way. Our Heavenly Father is to be the lantern lighting up the 

world for us. The thought of God is to be at the top of our unconscious minds and 

then well up into our conscious acts. Rembrandt’s The Storm on the Sea of Galilee, 

1633 shows what it means to be alive to God. Jesus, asleep on a cushion, displays 

this kind of faith in the Father’s providence. 

Monsignor Knox used to describe a faithful dog, lying asleep in the room where 

his master was working. But the instant the master says “what a good boy” or any 

words in his direction, the dog’s tail starts tapping the floor, in pleasure the master 

has noticed him! That comes close. You and I are to be instinctively grateful like 

that, for every breath of grace passing our way. We are to acknowledge it with 

thanksgiving as God’s gift. That is what it means to be “alive to God”, ready to 

listen to Him, and ready to obey His command. 


