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On Sundays all year long, the Gospels at Mass invite us to focus on the historical 
circumstances of the events we commemorate. It is Our Lord Jesus in a dramatic 
scene: teaching His friends, confronting His foes, and so on. But Trinity Sunday is 
different. It is a doctrinal solemnity. There is no Biblical description of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost sitting together having an after-dinner drink! Almighty God 
is pure spirit, and is therefore mysterious. And in the Old Testament He is also 
abstract, or a remote father at best. “I am Who am” is both mystery and abstract. 
We can picture Jesus in a cradle at Bethlehem, changing water into wine at Cana, 
and hanging on a cross at Golgotha. But we have to gather evidence from many 
places in Holy Scripture to draw the conclusion, however inadequate, in our belief 
God is a Holy Trinity. There is no definitive picture in the Bible of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost on three thrones from which radiates their glory as one God. The 
cover of our Sunday leaflet today seems boring by comparison with one which 
portrays the Risen Christ at the empty tomb. There is no drama or contention 
within the perfect love of God. 

In a way, the articulation of belief in the Holy Trinity developed as the Church had 
need. This is not to say Trinitarian belief was invented, or that the Apostles did not 
regard Jesus as God. They did and He is! It was in the 3rd Century that the 
development of Trinitarian theology was made necessary by the rise of errors and 
confusion. Much in the same way we did not need traffic laws before the invention 
of motor cars, so too the Catholic Church did not need detailed theological 
statements about the Holy Trinity before a segment of her members began to stray 
into wrong conclusions about Jesus and His relationship to the Father. Once people 
began to say what is wrong, it was not sufficient to say they were wrong. The 
Church had to go on to say what is right. 

It was Saint Hilary of Poitiers who implied the Church developed Trinitarian 
teaching somewhat reluctantly. He said, “The errors of heretics and blasphemers 
force us to deal with unlawful matters, to scale perilous heights, to speak 
unutterable words, to trespass on forbidden ground. Faith ought in silence to fulfill 
the commandments, worshiping the Father, reverencing with Him the Son, 
abounding in the Holy Spirit. The error of others compels us to err in daring to 



The Congregation of Saint Athanasius 
A sermon preached by Father Bradford on The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

May 30, 2021 
+ 

 

 

embody in human terms truths which ought to be hidden in the silent veneration of 
the heart.” 

To be sure, that veneration is the result of contemplation which begins with the 
Biblical revelation. But that revelation is not cogent. It is scattered throughout the 
pages of the Old and New Testaments. In the 16th chapter of Isaiah the sun and 
moon are dismissed and all the glory of creation steps aside. Why?  Because “Thy 
God is thy glory.” Created glory takes a back seat to uncreated glory. God is our 
glory first of all because He is. That is what the Bible says. “In Him we live and 
move and have our being.” (Acts of the Apostles 17:28)  “When thou takest away 
their breath they die, and are turned again to their dust.” (Psalm 104:29) For ‘God 
giveth snow like wool, and scattereth the hoar-frost like ashes. He casteth forth His 
ice like morsels: who is able to abide his frost?” (Psalm 147:17) That is the way 
the Bible talks. And with St Hilary, we should avoid putting God’s existence into 
human terms at all, and rather let our thoughts remain hidden in the silent 
veneration of our hearts. 

God is our glory also because of what He has revealed to us. He is not only an 
uncreated Unity, but also a blessed and ever-glorious Trinity: Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, There is something very practical about this. Where would God the 
Father be without the Son? For us He would continue to be a far-off abstraction. 
Jesus shows us the Father, and that He is the Father of us all. And what would the 
Eternal Son be to us without the Holy Ghost? He would be a wonderful and holy 
man we could list alongside other wonderful and holy men. It is the Holy Ghost 
Who shows us the Saviour and that He is the Saviour of all men, especially of them 
who believe. Saint Paul tells the Corinthians “No man can say that Jesus is Lord 
but by the Holy Ghost.”  

God is our glory because of what He has done. He created Heaven and earth. In 
His Own good time He gave us the Beloved Son Who broke down the wall of 
partition that separated us from God. And the Holy Ghost, coming from the heart 
of the Father, takes us through Christ back to the Father. St Paul tells the Ephesians 
“We have access to the Father through the Son, by the Spirit.” 
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Ever since the day of our Baptism each of us bears the Name of the glory of God. 
We are baptized “In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” We use God’s formal name because Baptism is a formal occasion. And 
Baptism tells us God loves us and has come to us that we might be with Him 
forever. Theology does not necessarily increase our faith, not does it often make 
converts. So with St Hilary, let the inner workings of the Holy Trinity remain 
hidden in the silent veneration of our hearts. That is where we know His love is the 
only origin we have, and like in any family, the love of the Holy Trinity is our 
home. 


