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Two ardent young brothers named James and John came to the Lord Jesus with a 

request. They wanted the chief seats in the Lord’s kingdom. This was probably 

analogous to being secretary of state and secretary of the treasury in a presidential 

administration. What is important for us is to see the kind of response they receive 

from Jesus, for the fact is that Christ deals with us in the same way. 

Quite often our requests seem to us decent and honorable. But upon closer 

examination they often come from mixed motives. James and John loved Jesus and 

wanted to be loyal. But their enthusiasm took low aim. They sought distinction 

rather than service. And although they had already spent considerable time with 

Jesus, they were ignorant of some fact facts. Christ shows no partiality or 

favoritism. His Kingdom does not have a material component as its reason for 

being. The brothers’ request for the chief seats in the Kingdom was not easily 

granted. In light of all this, it is profitable for us that from time to time we take 

stock of our own spiritual health. Are we also dealing with Jesus out of our 

ignorant and inadequate conception of the true nature of things? If the answer is 

yes, then no wonder there often seems no definite answer to our prayers.  

Any one of us might be told we have an uncontrollable temper, or ruthless 

ambition, or stubborn willfulness which needs to be bound and gagged. But in light 

of the gospel, these should never be regarded as altogether evil. Our character traits 

may indeed incline to evil, but Our Lord Jesus sees in them the raw material out of 

which saintliness may be made. And with God all things are possible.  

The good news is that James and John had an underlying good intention. They 

desired to be near Jesus. And it was this genuineness that was revealed in the 

subsequent conversation. Christ did not rebuke the brothers. His divine charity 

weighed their mixed motives and something good came from it. Inexperience, 

ignorance, and superficiality may be all there. But these are no obstacle if our 

request comes from a good and honest heart. Christ does not see as man sees, but 

looks on the heart. And so the Lord was able to consecrate burning ambition to His 

Own service. 
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So after James and John made their request, Christ probed their hearts. This was 

not to discover what His next course of action would be! Christ probes as He 

accepts. He says “Ye shall” to their superficial “We can.” But the Lord takes their 

answer to a level they could not have imagined. When Christ probes, this should 

give us confidence.  We cannot trust even our own best promises. What we can 

trust is the Lord’s acceptance of them. 

Just see how it all worked out for the Sons of Thunder! St James was the very first 

of the apostles to die for Christ. The other eleven were just as uncompromising in 

their preaching of the gospel. But the enemies of Christ and His religion probably 

most resented the thunder and determination that were James’ style in preaching 

God’s charity.  

The other Son of Thunder, St John, was the very last of the apostles to overcome 

this life and then sit with Christ in glory. This completed the circle of the Twelve 

Apostles around the Lord, a circle begun by John’s brother James. In this way, the 

Sons of Thunder did indeed attain the places on the right hand and left hand of 

their Lord in glory. 

You and I cannot tell what the true prize is after which our stronger natural 

qualities are blindly reaching. But we know that only as we give them up to 

Christ’s guidance can we hope to attain the blessedness after which our souls were 

created to strive. Jesus sees not only what we are but what we shall be through His 

grace. That is one of the many reasons we call the gospel “good news.”  


