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The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us the Bible is “one book about Our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” Catholics cannot help reading the Holy Scriptures through the 

lens of Resurrection eyeglasses. The Incarnation, Passion, and Resurrection of  

Christ is the decisive event in world history, and its effect works both ways 

through that history. As the decisive event, there is nothing in second place. For 

that reason, Catholics read even the unseemly and sordid stories of the Old 

Testament as fore-showings of what was to come in the fullness of time.  

Judging from the popularity of such docudramas and films such as The Crown, and  

The King’s Speech, it seems there is no story plotline like palace intrigue after the 

death of a monarch. And in this category, the Holy Bible does not disappoint.  

Three thousand years before Hollywood, we were given details about the last days 

of King David and the mopping up operation of his youngest son and successor, 

King Solomon. In old age, the king’s nurse was a beautiful young woman named 

Abishag. She was likely a member of the royal harem, and a concubine. Even 

before his death, King David placed Solomon on the royal throne. But David’s 

eldest surviving son, Adonijah, must have had “schemer” as his middle name! He 

went to his father’s favorite queen, Bathsheba, (mother of the new young king) 

with his request she obtain permission from the king for Adonijah to marry 

Abishag. (In oriental dynastic affairs, marrying into the king’s harem strengthened 

a claim for the throne.) Adonijah was confident in making his request of 

Bathsheba. “Pray ask King Solomon; he will not refuse you.” You can read about 

all this in the 2nd Chapter of I Kings. The king rose to meet his mother and bowed 

down to her; then he sat on his throne and had a seat brought for his mother and 

she sat on his right side. Then Solomon said, “Make your request, my mother; for I 

will not refuse you.” 

It did not go well for Adonijah. King Solomon saw the true motive was not love 

but a power grab. And like any oriental potentate or western monarch, the new 

king was out to settle old scores. The request was refused and cost Adonijah his 

life. And again, you can read in 1 Kings how King Solomon cleaned house and 

firmly established his reign. 
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Catholics may or may not enjoy reading all the soap opera drama in 1 Kings. But 

Almighty God was preparing His people for the coming of the Messiah. And King 

Solomon’s greeting his mother and saying, “Make your request, my mother, for I 

will not refuse you” comes to full fruition with the Coming of Christ, and is given 

fresh association as we celebrate The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. One 

of the aspects of our belief is that the Blessed Virgin is and always will be our most 

powerful intercessor. 

Christians are bidden to pray for other souls. And Our Lady is a Christian. So it 

follows she is our most powerful intercessor. That is because Mary is still the 

Mother of Jesus, the Mother of God. Christ our Lord never became Son of God. He 

always was. But He became Son of God Incarnate and was made man. That had a 

beginning. But not an end. Christ took human nature from the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, and He kept it. So her motherhood, like all motherhood, is eternal. Mary is 

His mother still. 

Solomon and Bathsheba, and Adonijah and Abishag are all bit players in the drama 

of salvation. Our Lord said, “Something greater than Solomon is here.” (Matthew 

12:42) Our Lady’s relation to the Son of God is ever greater, closer, and higher, 

than that of any of the glorious saints. They are Christ’s friends. She is both His 

friend and His mother. The saints adore The Precious Blood. His mother gave her 

Son that blood. So it follows her prayers are most powerful with her Son. 

The Blessed Mother is always in complete harmony with her Son’s Sacred Heart. 

At the Cana wedding feast she told the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.” And 

so the King Who is Lord of Heaven and earth says, “Ask on, My mother; for I will 

not refuse you.” Which is why Christians from earliest times have said, “Holy 

Mary, pray for us.” 

 

 


